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DISK TALENT BATTLE SPREADS 


Ousting of Jean Muir From ‘Aldrich’ 
Seen Setting Widespread Precedent 


General Foods’ decision to oust + 


Jean Muir from the cast of NBC- 
TV’s “Aldrich Family,” paying her 
off over $10,000 for the 18 weeks 
of contractual commitment, is 
feared to have precedent-setting 
influences on the entire radio-video | 
industry. Any broad allégations | 
which, by inuendo or otherwise 
might becloud a sponsor’s com- 
modity, could prompt the. bank- 
rollers to pay off and cancel rather 
than play the talent. Miss Muir 
categorically denied any left wing 
tendencies or sympathies. 


The grocery company, in a 
formal statement, termed the 
actress “a controversial person,” 


adding that her cast presence might 
hurt the sale of its product, in this 
instance Jell-o. Miss Muir inter- 
preted the pay-rather-than-play as 
evidence that the charges against 
her were untrue, otherwise G-F 
could legally have cancelled her 
without any payoff. 

It has been revealed. meanwhile, 
that NBC; Young & Rubicam, 
which handles the G-F account on 
the show, and the William Morris 


(Continued on page 54) 


VICTOR CENSORS DISK 
DUE TO KOREAN CRISIS 


In the first “self-censorship” ac- 
tion of the disk industry since the 
start of the Korean crisis, RCA 
Victor has taken its release of “Old 
Man Atom” off the market. It’s 
understood that top RCA execs 
are of the opinion that the lyric 
of the tune, which decries the de- 
structiveness of the A-bomb, is 
playing into the hands of the Com- 
mie-inspired Stockholm petition 
for outlawing of atomic weapons. 


Tune, published by Alamo Mu- 
sic, was written by Vern Partlow 
and Irving Bibo and was recorded 
for Victor by the Sons of the Pio- 
neers, a western combo. Disk was 
among Victor’s top sellers in the 
folk division before its quiet with- 
drawal, 








Topical News Comment By 
Bard of Avon on WNEW 


William Shakespeare, a native of 
Stratford-on-Avon, will provide the 
script for a new news commentary 
Stanza on WNEW, N. Y. 


Predicated on the news upbeat 
resulting from the Korean crisis, 
the station wants a novelty news 
show to supplement its hourly 
Summaries and yet won't depart 
from its “no commentators” policy. 
Airer will report for example, an 
item on the Korean campaign and 
follow it with an apropos quote 
from “Antony and Cleopatra”: 
“Our force by land have nobly 
held; our sev’rd navy too have knit 
again... .” 

The voice of the Bard, pointing 
up the comment or moral, would 
be handled by Barry Thompson. 
Idea was created by Betty Tevis. 
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'One-Woman B’way Show 
For Jeanette MacDonald | 


Jeanette MacDonalé will, do a 
one-woman show at Carnegie Hall, | 
N. Y., during October under her 
own management, in association 
with her husband, Gene Raymond. 
The actress-singer also plans to 
present the show at a Broadway 
legit house for a run, starting in 
January. 

Miss MacDonald, who was in'! 
Broadway musicals before becom- 
j}ing a Hollywood star, has made 
|mnumerous concert appearances in 
recent seasons, generally to big 
grosses. 


Real Showdown 
This Fall on Pix 


Vs. Television 


Upcoming fall and winter season 
should determine the exact extent 
to which television affects the film 
boxoffice, in the opinion of many 
film industry execs. With the ma- 
jor film companies promising to 
deliver more and better product to 
exhibitors between now and Christ- 
mas, and with some of the top- 
name personalities in show busi- 
ness entering TV for the first time 
this fall, trade observers believe 
that films and video for the first 
time will be competing strictly on 
the basis of quality. 

Major company analysts had 
hoped to determine TV’s influence 
on film biz this summer. While 
some observers feel the poor 
quality of video entertainment dur- 
ing the last few months might have 
been partially responsible for the 
upward boxoffice trend, the ma- 
jority opine that’s only one of a 
multitude of factors. Better film 
biz, they point out, might be due 
to a lack of good TV entertainment 
during the summer but gmight also 
be traced to more people having 
more money to spend for amuse- 
ment because of war-created jobs. 


NEW JAP ‘ATTACK’ GIVES 
JITTERS TO N. ORLEANS 


New Orleans, Aug. 29. 

War jittery residents here last 
Thursday (24) jammed the switch- 
boards of newspaper and radio sta- 
tions after a television show had 
been interrupted to announce a 
Japanese attack upon Pearl Har- 
bor. 

The hysteria caused by the tele- 
vision announcement—which was 
part of a motion picture depicting 
events in 1941—was reminiscent of 
that following in the wake of Or- 
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(Continued on page 47) i 








OFFER RADIOATY Laraine Day Penalized by Producer 


DEALS 45 BAIT 


} 
With the battle of the speeds | 
major diskeries have) 
turned their attention to another | 


|round in a talent war that prom- | 


ises to become as far-reaching as | 
the talent raids in radio and tele- | 
vision. And, as in these media, | 
it’s RCA, with its RCA Victor divi- | 
sion, and the Columbia Broadcast- | 
ing System, Columbia Records’ | 
parent firm, that are the antagon- | 
ists. 

With radio and video offers the 
teasers, the battle between Victor 
and Columbia broke out anew last 
week with a series of completed or | 
projected talent shifts. Latest to| 
move is Ezio Pinza, whom Victor | 
snagged from Columbia following 
recent grab of Sammy} 
Kaye. 

Pinza, a longtime fixture In Co- 
lumbia’s Masterworks division and 
star of the top-selling “South Pa-| 
cific’ album, was inked late last | 
week to a five-year deal by Manie | 
Sacks, RCA artists relations chief, | 
and George Marek, company’s | 
longhair repertory exec, on the 
Coast. Pinza’s pact with Columbia 


(Continued on page 40) 


‘Crawling Speed 
Disks Looming 


Disk industry is now facing the 
introduction of a new-type “craw- 
ling speed” record which can play 
up to one-hour on each side. New | 
development, which is not ex- 
pected to upset the current stabili- | 
zation of the speed situation for 
standard commercial platters, is 
expected to stimulate interest in 
the production of “talking albums” 
in compact form. 

New slow-speed disks, which 
turn at 14 rpm, have already 
passed the experimental stage at 
the New York labs of the Wagner- 
Nichols Co., pioneers in the 33 
rpm development and manufac- 

(Continued on page 46) | 
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To the Last Drop 


London, Aug. 29. 

During the recent visit of 
the N. Y. City Ballet Co., 
Marie Rambert, of Mescury 
Theatre and the Ballet Ram- 
bert, and known as “the 
mother of British ballet,” in- 
vited Anatole Chujoy, of N. Y., 
editor of the Dance Encyclo- 
pedia, to tea. 

When Chujoy arrived, Mme. 
Rambert asked, ‘“‘Tea, coffee or 
cocoa?” 

“Tea,” he said. 

“India, China or Ceylon?” 
she asked. 

“China,” he replied. 

“Cream, milk or lemon?” 
Madame asked. 

“Milk,” Chujoy said. 

“Jersey, Guernsey or Alder- 
ney?” she asked. 




















In Barn Hassle; 





Jolson May Be First 


Entertainer in Korea 


Washington, Aug: 29. 

Al Jolson may be the first to en- 
tertain GIs on the Korean front. 
Jolson, who some time ago volun- 
teered his services, had been held 
up because of need for every avail- 
able bit of transportation to carry 
materiel, personnel, etc. 

Pentagon officials are now mull- | 
ing the situation, and likelihood is 
that they’ll approve the flight of 
Jolson and an accompanist to the 
war area. General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur is reported to be interested 
in having Jolson entertain. 





Gillette Bans Pool | 


On World Series; 
To Pay TY Outlets 


| 


World Series on television will | 
be carried exclusively by a single | 
network this year, instead of on a/| 
pooled basis as last year. In addi- | 
tion, it’s believed that Gillette Safe- | 
ty Razor, which copped video rights | 
to the Series last week for $809,000, | 


+ 


for cowbarn dates 


Part Pay Withheld 


First move in what may be an 
organized campaign by strawhat 
managers to hold guest stars strict- 
ly to the terms of their contracts 
was made last week by Richard 
Aldrich in withholding 25% of 
Laraine Day’s stipulated fee for 


| her engagement in “Angel Street” 
‘at his Falmouth playhouse, Coona- 


messett, Mass. His action was in 
line with an agreement reached 
last'spring by the Stock Managers 
Assn., of which he is a member, to 
penalize stars who fail to live up 
to their contracts. 


Film actress, whose guarantee 
is understood 
to be $2,000, reportedly didn’t put 
up any particular squawk when the 
quarter of the amount was with- 
held. She apparently didn’t ex- 
press any intention of filing a pro- 
test with Actors Equity, but if she 
does so, Aldrich is believed ready 
to make an issue of the matter, in 
which he would presumably have 
SMA support. No claim had been 
filed with Equity up to yesterday 
afternoon (Tues.). 

Miss Day, whose contract called 


(Continued on page 54) 


WHITE-NEGRO POLICY 





FOR GALE’S FLA. CAFE - 


Miami Beach, Aug. 29. 
Comedian-boniface Alan Gale, 
' whose Celebrity Club, Miami 


plans to pay all stations carrying | Reach, is currently in process of 
the games their standard rate fees. | renovation, will install a policy of 


| be 
| WCAU-TV substituted a film (25) 
for the second English translation | 


| United Nations Security 


Gillette last year refused to pay the | two complete shows at his cafe 


station time charges, leading sev- 
eral key outlets to claim they were 
being “‘blackjacked” into carrying 
the Series. 

While a final decision on which 
network will get the video plum 
won't be handed down until later 
this week, its believed to be a toss- 
up between NBC and CBS, with 
the possibility that the two webs 
will be bidding against each other 
for the privilege. Outcome of the 
bidding would be the payment of 
a certain fee to Gillette for the 

(Continued on page 32) 


WCAU-TV GIVES BRUSH 
TO MALIK ‘FILIBUSTER’ 


Philadelphia, Aug. 29. 
Declaring the station refused to 
“part of Malik’s filibuster,” 





of Jacob Malik’s speech before the 
Council. 

The telecast from Lake Success 
was interrupted by the film “The 


American Heritage,’ when the re-| 


peat translation of the Russian’s 
speech began. A third translation 
in French was similarly ignored. 
A spokesman for the station said: 
“WCAU refuses to help along Mr. 
Malik’s filibuster. He insists that 
his English translation be followed 
by a second and then by a French 
translation. “We are sure our 
viewers welcomed the film inter- 
polation. At any rate, we had no 
complaints.” 


this winter. Gale plans to appear 
,at the dinner show in company 
| with several white acts, while mid- 
|'night and late shoWs will have a 
Negro cast. 

Spot, reopening Dec. 15, will 
| have Sarah Vaughan, Berry Bros. 
_and Timmie Rogers playing the 
late displays. Buddy Allen is book- 
ing. 


-Tallu Would Pass Up 25G 


_ To Air Giants for Nothing 
| Tallulah Bankhead has been op- 
| tioned by WNBC and WNBT, N. Y., 
to do a pre-game and post-game 
_analysis and commentary session 
|on each day of the World Series. 
| Option pickup depends on NBC- 
| TV getting a sponsor for pre- and 


post-games. (Gillette sponsors the 





| games.) 
The legit actress is asking 
| $25,000 for the stint. “But if the 


Giants cop the pennant,” she says, 
“T’ll do it for nothing. 


Miss Bankhead is also slated to 
make her debut as a vocalist on 
/wax on the Columbia label under 
|a one-year deal recently inked with 
|the diskery. Actress’ initial disk 
|has been delayed due to inability 
|to find a suitab'e second song for 
| the release. Top side will be “One 
For the Road.” 

Miss Bankhead’s contract stipu- 
lates .that Joe Bushkin, pianist- 
composer, be in charge of the re 
cording sessions, 
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Cantor Sees Changes Coming in TY, 
Warns Vs. Studio Audience Ogre 


Chicago, Aug. 29. + 

From his many years in show biz, 
Eddie Cantor has extracted some 
strong beliefs about future trends 
in television. With his swn video 
debut set for Sept. 10 on NBC, 
comedian has been scanning the 
new medium closely. H2 doesn’t 
like all he sees and predicts the 
next few years will see some major | Barrymore 
changes. | Metro. 
One thing that particularly con-| _ Evans appeared in a number of 
cerns Cantor is the increasing evi-| British films years ago, and once 
dence that teevee is falling into the | Played in an American picture, 
same habits regarding studio audi- | “Scrooge,” produced in England by | 





M-G Teams Maurice Evans 


With Ethel Barrymore 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Maurice Evans will pass up the 
legit classics to make his Holly- 
wood bow as co-star with Ethel 
in “Kind Lady” at 





| 


ences as did radio. He was quite | Paramount in 1935. | | 





emphatic on the point that the 
entertainment youngster is show- 








Tourists Shun Shorts at Venice Fete, 
Flock for F eatures; DeHavilland Cops 





Toots Shor May Bow To 
Astor Realty Proposal 


Toots Shor will probably accede 
shortly to the Vincent Astor realty 
interests’ proposal to purchase his 
West 5ist street (N. Y.) site as 
part of an office building planned 
on that site. It’s in the Radio City 
zone. 

The Astors would give Shor a 
profit besides erecting for him a 
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WILL MAHONEY 





ing signs of falling into the same ? “ 
traps regarding studio groups as ont ppea 1X 
did its older brother. 

After warning that video can’t 6 9° - 
afford “to get in the same groove,” | 
Cantor predicted that in four or} Of Way il Chi 
five years “TV will not have one | 
person in the studio who does not | 
belong there.” 


| 
, | Twentieth-Fox is not expected to} 
‘ ake a formal appeal of the Chi-| 
He suggested that the presence ™@ “ve Pheies aE | 0 é 
of large, enthusiastic beyond-the- | C480 Police censor's ban on No | ’ . I 


Way Out.” With public sentiment, 
backed by most of the Chi news- 
paper editorial writers, apparently 
against the ban, the company re- 


footlights crowds too frequently 
cause talent to lose sight of the 
fact that teevee is basically home 
sntertai ont. ? red , 
font tena a8 nc samt eee portedly is expecting that the Chi 
headliners will eventually be/| citizenry by itself will work up 
knocked out of the picture because enough agitation against the cen- 
of their favoring the down-fronters | SF's action to force him to rescind 
at the expense of the home|! 
audience. 

“Why should you jeopardize th 
show for 20,000,000 viewers for the 
benefit of 1,000 or so in the studio, 


as too many are doing today?” |? F . : 
the comic asked. g y | film, which has an anti-Negro dis- 


To the Camera Man’ crimination theme, might incite 

His monthly tele stint for Col-| race riots in the city, the Massa- 
gate will be done before a studio chusetts bluenoses objected that | 
audience of about 1,200 at the. the riot scenes in the picture were | 


Center theatre in N. Y. “But I'll be | Objectionable” and also that the 
doing the show for one guy—the | film offers no solution to the Negro 
camera man,” Cantor affirmed. | problem. ith that. J h L.| 
It'll be just as if he were making a 8 2 en ™ “air aaa “NG | 

i ic th. | ‘ y ; pete rbd 
maken Renee a6 Se ee ee | Way” and co-scripted it with Lesser | 


y h before film | 
pen ly uot” come comedians Samuels, last week labeled the | 
| Chi censor’s action as “absurd.” 


Dept. of Public Safety in Massa- 
e | ckusetts this week prohibited the 
|showing of the film in that state 
on Sundays. While the Chi censor | 
bjected on the grounds that the 
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sortansniattesit ted tre cig Mankiewicz commented: “Even 
Hollywood does not have the ae 
, : ito offer a solution to a problem 
Adler’s Hitler Starrer =| nich ‘has partied this country for 
‘ 2 be (Continued on page 54) 
Tag Changed to ‘Heil’ s 
Vienna, Aug. 22. | ? ° 
Briskin-Smith pic about Hitler, Flynn s Pic Trouble 
starring Luther Adler and former- 
ly known as “The Magic Face,” is In France Ease Off; 
now rolling under new title of " ‘ a7 
“Heil.” Production, which is first WB Action Up In Air 
U. S. feature to be made in Vienna, 
is shooting in the Sievering (U. S. Paris, Aug. 29. 
Zone) studios of Wien Film and Multitude of difficulties which 
on locations in Vienna public build- | plagued William Marshall’s Rivi- 
ings. Several days were spent in | era-locationer, “The Bargain,” now 
the Ronacher theatre depicting the | appear to be easing off. Ever since 
scenes of the then Nazi leaders on its producer rolled the picture Aug. 
state visits to the theatre.. Narra-|8 successive squabbles developed 
tor William L. Shirer gives the | with the government, the film’s co- 
purely fictional screen play a semi- | star, Errol Flynn, and the latter’s 
documentary feel. Director Frank | home studio, Warner Bros. ; 
Tuttle, rushed frgm Paris after | Although a few wrinkles still re- 
completing “Time Running Out,” | main to’be ironed out, “The Bar- 
with Dane Clark and Simone Sig-| gain” (now re-titled “New Orleans 
noret. He went to work on “Heil’’ | Tavern’) will probably be salvaged. 
after Irving Reis walked. Warners previously objected to 
Second lead Has been given to| Flynn appearing in the venture) 
Ilka Windiseh, Viennese girl who | since Marshall was said to have set 


played tele roles and one Dramatic | a Republic release deal for the} 
Workshop show on Broadway. It’s completed pic. Aetor may make | 
her first English language film role, | outside films under terms of his 
but producer Mort Briskin feels | WB pact, but they must be grooved 
she is a winner and may invite her | through a major. 
to the Coast for further work. | However, lawyers involved in the 
“Heil” should be in the can by | situation now agree that until the 
Sept. 30. While Briskin-Smith have | picture is actually released, there 
previously released through UA,,is no point in Warners’ charging 
distrib deal for pic is not yet set. | Flynn with breach of contract. In) 
It is fully financed. aa (Continued on page 53) | 
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THE INIMITABLE 

Au Revoir States! Sailed Aug. 25 
via La Liberte to open Palladium, | 
London Sept. 4. 


Represented by 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 








Gets House Okay 
For Films, Radio 


Washington, Aug. 29. 
A huge $58,890,000 additional for | 
films and radio to be used in the| 
State Department’s overseas pro- | 
gram was included in the supple-| 
mental appropriation bill which the | 
House passed and sent to the Sen- 
ate yesterday (28). 
While the program was attacked | 





the full amount recommended by 
its Appropriations Committee and 


okayed it without a nick. The 
Senate customarily fncreases such 
items over what the House votes, 
so there appears little likelihood 
that the figure will be cut. 


State Department, which had 
asked a supplemental $11,017,C00 | 
for informational motion picture | 
work, was given $10,000,000. This | 
is in addition to the $2,450,000 | 
provided for the purpose in the 


regular State Department budget. | 
Bill includes $41,288,000 for con- | 


struction of additional radio broad- | 
casting facilities and office space 
in New York, and an additional 
$7,602,000 for international broad- 
casting. 

While everybody seemed agreed 
on the necessity of expanding work 
of “Voice of America,” the service 
was rapped more than a little dur- 
ing the debate on the measure Sat- 
urday. Rep. John Taber (R., N.Y.) 
charged “Voice” was not bold 
enough in naming Ru.sia as re- 
sponsible for the aggression of the 
North Korea armies, although the 
Russians have been loudly charg- 
ing that “American aggression” 
was responsible for the war. He 
said the “Voice” had been slow 
in getting started on this, and that 





Russia had had a terrific head 
start. 

Rep. Walter H. Judd (R., 
Minn.) claimed the “Voice” was 


offending many people abroad by 
the kind of broadcasters used. He 
said, for example, that broadcasts | 
to Czechoslovakia were being read 
by a man with a Hungarian accent. 


ROSSELLINI REVEALS 
SUIT ON ‘STROMBOLI’ 


Venice, Aug. 29. 

Roberto Rossellini, here for the 
film festival, told) Variety this | 
week that he had filed suit in a 
Rome court in an effort to have re- 
voked RKO’s distribution rights on 
“Stromboli” in Italy. Producer, 
who made the Ingrid Bergman 
starrer here for RKO in 1949, 
claims that the distrib damaged his 
reputation by cutting the film in 
America to such an extent that it 











changed the story. 

Rossellini claims RKO had no 
right to make such extensive cuts 
without his authority. In addition, 
he maintains the company subject- 
ed him to damaging and misleading 
publicity and failed to observe pro- 
visions of the distribution contract | 
pertaining to financial statements | 

(Cantinued on page 53) 


comparable class restaurant in the 
same neighborhood. 


Loyalty Oath By 
SDG Stirs Schism 


Action of the Screen Directors 
Guild of America last week in 
ruling that all its members must 
sign a non-Communist oath may 
lead to an internal conflict within 
the organization. 
statement from SDGA prez Joseph 
L. Mankiewicz in New York that 
he knew nothing of the ruling, 
since he was overseas at the time, 
acting prez Albert S. Rogell claim- 
ed in Hollywood that the member- 
ship is voting “nearly 100 to 1” in 





| favor of the resolution. 


Mankiewicz said he would with- 
hold any formal comment on the 
resolution until he gets back to 
Hollywood this weekend, but in- 
timated he is strongly against such 
a mpve. “T was not consulted nor 


he said, “‘but will have a statement 
to make on my arrival in Holly- 
wood, at which time I'll ascertain 
” Rogell, mean- 

SDGA has 


a complete picture. 
while, claimed the 


commending the action, ‘“‘especially 
from members of other guilds and 
crafts.” 


Oath Required on Govt. Pix 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Loyalty oath will be required by 
the Federal Government from 
every person associated with films 


turned out for the preparedness | 


program, members of the Motion 
Picture Industry Council have been 
informed. MPIC previously had 
offered the Government full co- 
operation in making films for vari- 
ous branches of the service. 

It’s also expected that all produc- 
tion personnel called to work in 
military or restricted secret instal- 
lations will be thoroughly screened, 


as per practice followed in World | 


War II. In some cases, periodic 
checks were also made on film 
workers required to visit secret 
projects on productions. Loyalty 
oath will be a non-Communist af- 
fidavit stating the person involved 
is not, nor ever has been, a Com- 
munist or member of an affiliated 
organization. 





Mankiewicz Stresses 
Video Directors’ Need 


For Tieup With SDGA 


Joseph L. Mankiewicz, as prez of 
the Screen Dire¢tors Guild of 
America, declared this week that 
his organization does not plan to 
raid any existing TV _ directors 
guild for SDGA members. He re- 
iterated, however, his guild’s con- 
tention that video directors logical- 
ly belong with the SDGA and de- 
clared that if a fight is necessary 
with the ad agencies or networks to 
achieve that purpose, then the 


|SDGA is ready and willing. 


Mankiewicz, declaring that TV is 
now at the same stage in its devel- 
opment as Hollywood was at the 
inception of sound, averred that 

(Contimued on page 53) 


Cecile Sorel Into Convent 


Paris, Aug. 29. 

French veteran actress Cecile 
Sorel, who first appeared on the 
stage in 1889, and who was a lead- 
ing figure on the French stage for 
30 years, has taken the cloth in 
the Third Order of St. Francis in 
Bayonne. She will be admitted 
after a year’s novitiate. 

It is becoming frequent for 
French actresses to retire into con- 





i vents, 
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Following a¥/|f 


* Venice, Aug. 29. 
Olivia DeHavilland copped 
| Italy’s “Silver Ribbon” award as 
| the best actress appearing in a for- 
eign film during the last year at 
the start of the Venice film festi- 
val here last week. Actress re- 
|ceived the award, equivalent to 
| Hollywood’s Oscar, for her work 
‘in 20th-Fox’s “Snake Pit.” Award 
for the best male actor went to 
Michel Simon for “La Beaute du 
Diable” (French), while the Italian 
Film Critics Assn.*handed the best 
direction laurel to Sir Laurence 
| Olivier for his “Hamlet.” 

| Eleven countries are participat- 
ing in the festival, with a total of 
|44 films entered for top honors. 
|In addition to competing for best 
|film prizes, the entries will also 
'be judged for David O. Selznick’s 
|“Golden Laurel” award, which 
goes to the film which best pro- 
motes international understand- 
ing. Presentation is to be made 
Saturday (2) by James C. Dunn, 
American ambassador to Italy. 
Selznick will be on hand Saturday 
to watch the presentation. 

Before the showing of feature 
|films started, the festival devoted 
|a month to screening of scientific, 
|documentary and children’s films, 
| Five Negro spiritual shorts pro- 
}duced by Hollywood’s W. Lee 
| Wilder snared top prize. Antici- 
|pated rush of tourists for the fes- 
tivals failed to materialize during 
the documentary showings, mostly 
because the shorts have not been 
| particularly interesting. Film 
| fete ruled that any producer could 
submit entries if he would pay his 
own shipping charges. As a re- 


|informed of the pending action,” | sult, most of those entered came 


|\from* the unestablished fringe, 
with the top Yank documentary 


|producers, such as_ Robert 


|on the floor, the House supported | what prompted the move and get Flaherty, bypassing the event com- 


entered a 
|group of films and Amos Vogel, 


| pletely. State Dept. 


|received a number of messages | head of Cinema 16, brought over 


'a group of experimental and ab- 
| Stract shorts. 

American films competing for 
| the feature picture award, the 
Lion of St. Mark statuette, were 
selected jointly by officials of the 
| Motion Pictutre Assn. of America 
and festival authorities. They in- 
clude ‘‘Caged” (WB), “September 
Affair” (Paramount), “Asphalt 
Jungle” (Metro), “Panic in the 
| Streets” (20th), “All the King’s 
Men” (Columbia) and William 
Wilder’s independently - produced 
“Once a Thief.” Screenings are 
being held in Cinema Palace, lush 
auditorium erected in the 1930s 
for exclusive use by the festival. 

Star celebs, expected to hypo the 
fete’s tuurist draw, failed to show 
for the documentary screenings but 
arrived en r.asse tast week for the 
feature part of the affair. Robert 

(Continued on page 46) 


‘Olivia DeHavilland May 
Prod. ‘Romeo’ on Own 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Tentative deal for Olivia De- 
Havilland to star in a Broadway 
revival of ‘“‘Romeo and Juliet” this 
season under Kermit Bloomgar- 
|den’s management has reportedly 
‘chilled and the actress is now un- 
derstood considering sponsoring 
‘the presentation herself, in associa- 
_tion with her husband, author Mar- 
‘cus Goodrich. Peter Glenville is to 
‘direct. 
| Miss DeHavilland, a two-time 
|Academy award winner, is said to 
‘have modified her original de- 
mands for the show, which would 
have given her 15% of the gross 
|(with a guarantee of $3,000) and 
'50% of the profits, without .com- 
|mitting her to bring in any of 
the estimated $100,000 financing. 


Selznick to Venice 


David O. Selznick planes out of 
New York today (Wednesday) for 
Venice to be present at the inter- 
‘national film festival there when 
|U. S. Ambassado= Dunn makes the 
“Golden Laurel” award Saturday 
(2). Award is sponsored by Selz- 
\nick for the film doing most for 
| Promotion of amity and democracy. 
| DOS arrived in New York from 
the Coast yesterday (Tuesday). He 
|is uncertain whether he’ll return 
to the U. S. next week or will com 
tinue negotiations in Italy and Eng- 
land on deals he now has pending 
for co-production of a series of 
eight pix in the two countries. 
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: OK, Majority Stock Vote K Hays French Burns WB 
re . 
| Govt. ON, Majority Stock Vote Key — WANT (ISTRIR = Hays’ French Agreement Burns WB; 
is ; 
° ion of RKO-B Th Suit and Quitting MPAA 
tO 
: | ToConsummation of RKO-Brandt Buy SyAT\/S f|FARFA)| Threaten Suit and Quitting 
to With Howard Hughes and Harry + + Dispute among the major com- 
lu Brandt said to have agreed last, ° Continued postponement by Uni- | ’ panies over the Will Hays arbitra- 
= week on sale of Hughes’ interest | Jarratt Due in US. ted Artists’ new exec heads to| Texas Green Sawdust tion agreement on French remit- 
st in the RKO chain to Brandt’s ; ‘ . |make a ‘promised trip to the | bore has turned so bitter that 
os Trans-Lux circuit, only two im-| Sir Arthur Jarratt, managing di-| Coast has started a trek of the | Hollywood, Aug. 29. | Warner Bros. this week threatened 
portant hurdles are understood to |Tector of British Lion, distrib af-| mountain to Mohammed. Com-| Latest Texas millionaire dab-|to go to court to upset the Hays 
t- stand in the way. of consummation. \filiate of Sir Alexander Korda’s | pany’s indie producers, anxious to} bling in films is Dan Gunn, Jr., | verdict. There is a short stretch 
of One is the obtaining of the Gov-|London Film Productions, is due | get ‘a line on developments under | sawmill owner of Woodville, Tex- | remaining of the 90-day period fol- 
me ernment’s okay for T-L to add the |in New York from England in mid-| the new regime, are beginning to| as, who is shelling out $25,000 for | lowing the arbitration during which 
st RKO theatres to its present 14 September. ; |pour east to see the company ja short starring his nine-year-old | any of the parties can ask the 
0 houses and the other is the re- He’s expected to be in the U. S. | chieftains. | piano-playing moppet Judy. | courts to throw it out on the basis 
~ quirement that 6634% of the about three weeks, huddling with! Ajready in New York are Carl} Short, “Fantasy for Judy,” rolls | of fraud or suppressed evidence. 
h shares in both T-L and RKO be|Morris Helprin, Korda’s American | Leserman and Sam Spiegel. Ar-| Thursday (31) at Eagle Lion. Exactly what WB's legal beef 
- yoted in favor of the merger. rep, and going into deals on dis-| riving next . week are Edward | would be is not clear in the highly 
i- Brandt said this week that he tribution of London Films product | Small and Stanley Kramer. They | complex matter that took the for- 
le anticipated no difficulty on either in the U. S. | are all seeking data on what the | mer Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
n, score. Likewise, he expressed op-| future holds for their product | ars Ca Vy 0 ica prexy more than a year to de- 
ye timism that financing would be which is already in release by UA | cide. In any event, Warners is so 
y readily obtainable from. either or which is nearing the release | burned over the decision that rum- 
Kuhn, Loeb & Co. or other Wall ee 0 ell | point. | bles oes even been hao of - 
4 Street banking houses and _ that | teach i | _Leserman is a partner with | or é e S quitting the MPAA, although such 
d the deal will be finally consum- | Joseph Justman and Walter E. | 9 action is thought highly unlikely. 
Cy mated shortly. Heller & Co. of Chicago in a unit eae gp nage par — = 
S. Brandt and Sam Dembow, who S ocator OY | which has been financing UA pix. | ta eed ee oe 
»- initiated the deal and has been | It bankrolled two for I. G. Gold- ew t tengo 0 — it too Pe a 
e performing the middleman func- |smith and one for Spiegel. These e | large 2 = Me . oe © ith 
is tion, were on the Coast last Thurs- -[‘° | three are now being held back on | = ian el honed - i ae von 
~ day (24) for a lengthy personal se ] in it] ustry the financing organization’s orders. | Grad Sears has notified the new he enig My .— = rio me 
g sion with Hughes. They said they Other producers are also delaying | management of United Artists anette “ai “oe dist ib e Assn. - 
y straightened out all matters which | ; | delivery, by one means or another, | he “is ready to report for work foodie 4 ie ty ot phen pon al 
n had previously stood in the way | Washington, Aug. 29. | of negatives to UA until they are next Tuesday (5) morning. Sears, | f tail : ov crank "ta asides 
n of a deal between them and a| If and when President Truman | given evidence of the financial | who has been ill, was recently dis-| ri hertor a pol last f hoe ender te 
d gentleman’s agreement was made. | signs an order for allocation of all | responsibility of the new manage- | placed as prexy of United Artists | pay res lle: ah as 
is Brandt and Dembow were in scarce materials, the man who’ll | ment and get lowdown on its plans| when the new managament group | n pag 
» confabs with Milton Weisman, T-| probably be dishing out the raw-|for employing a general sales- | headed by Paul V. McNutt moves | 
e L attorney, this week on formu- stock and other equipment for the manager and other points. in. Goldwyn Shoots More 
ee lation of the changes asked by motion picture industry is expected| In the meantime, Mary Pickford, | If Sears should Physically pre- | 7 
y Hughes in the original Brandt pro-|to be Nathar D. Golden, chief of | who now reigns as principal stock- | sent himself for work, it would Footage to Switch 
rt posal worked out several weeks the motion picture division of the holder-manager of the company, | make for an interesting and drama- 
” ago. Brandt said no difficulty is|U. S. Commerce Department. | has been stating on the Coast dur- | tic "situation. McNutt group has | D ‘ D rin Date 
a befng experienced and “this is the |That’s the way it looks now, al- | (Continued on page 16) | operated on the theory that he is 00m u g 





not coming back and certainly | 





1, first time I really feel that the|though there is still considerable | Samuel Goldwyn last week went 

























































































rc deal is in the bag.” |backstage pulling and hauling |. | would find itself highly embar-| sito the unorthodox procedure of 
a New York circuit operator added | among the various departments | | rassed by his ye as ,| shooting additional footage for a 
that Weisman will shortly see Gov-|and agencies about who will do | ISC 0 owers | na eer : vt elleved, ears | sim while it was in the midst of 
Dy ernment attorneys to get Dept. of | what. | notification to the company is &/ . s,st-run engagement, in order to 
e (Continued on page 18) The groundwork has _ already | technical move in the legal action | change the emphasis in the pic. 
e |been laid in Golden’s division to } A RKO Defined aut ie uae hae sal | Film is “Edge of Doom,” currently 
e 4 |handle the joh with a minimum of | { . y. Des d -| in the fourth weck of its world 
a De Rochemont Unit Eyes lost motion. The planning has been | iy SAL aar Geaeeautiead eas ek preem engagement at the Astor, 
l- ? . . ° i}going on for some time. a ee ae y , ar 
r Reynolds Leibowitz Biog During World War II, allocations | " Hollywood, Aug. 29. been paying Sears since it took Pic got poor reviews and is prov- 
lt » e ifor the motion picture industry | Sam Bischoff will supervise all | over June 12. os ies | ing disappointing at the b.o. Criti- 
e For Indie Col Production were handled in various units of | Studio-made films at RKO, it was , Sears aoe be Bienstock, | ism has been that it is too grim. 
's __|the War Production Board. How- | learned yesterday (28). When last wee . a summons and | Producer hopes to change that by 
n Louis de Rochemont’s indie unit | eyer, Mr. Truman favors keeping | inked May 30 by Howard Hughes complaint on UA, charging failure | insertion of the new material pro- 
d at Columbia, on a quest for high-| matters within the old-line agen-| as “a top executive producer,” it | to live up to the contract. Com- vided by one day’s shooting last 
@ budget story material, started nego-!¢jes.) Thus, Department of Com- | was announced Bischoff would be | Pany has 20 in which to file | week. He aims to give it a lift by 
h tiations this week to acquire screen /merce would take problems of in-| Placed in a supervisory capacity an answer - N. Y. supreme court. | shifting the emphasis from the 
s rights to “Courtroom,” Quentin | qustry, Department of Labor would | over “a certain portion of RKO | (Continued on page 4) (Continued on page 7) 
a Reynolds’ best-selling biog of | egver war manpower problems, etc. | production program.” Positive | 
e Judge Samuel Leibowitz of New| However, Stuart Symington’s Na- | Clarification of status wasn’t made; Q’DONNELL IN HOSPITAL 
Ww York. Unit last week closed a deal | tional Security Resources Board | though it was stated he wouldn't | ° Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
it for “The Cardinal,” best-seller by | has recently been in conflict with | affect status of Edmund Grainger Interstate Theatres’ Bob O’Don- 
e Henry Mortoi. Robinson. Price was |the Commerce Department, insist- | and Howard Hawks, each of whom | nell entered Scripps clinic, La R IE 7 Y 
t oe to hae poet — ing we reggae aad = ane mate- | ~~ hg at ae peg they ween | Jolla, Cal., for treatment of minor : 
of years, plus profit-participation |/rjals_ belon o him. ongress | | attack of gout and general checkup. Trade Mark Registere 
by the author and Simon & Schus- | favors oving this work to the Com- | certain of full scope of Bischoff’s| pjans A a be sc nto ng aaah FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
ter, the publishers. merce Department, although it (Continued on page 4) | with wife. panes oneety by P com a Inc 
Number of other producers are | failed to keep a provision to that 154 West 46th St. New York 19. N ¥ 
" understood negotiating to ews effect in the new = powers “ ti e eee 
“Courtroom” rights. Deals are be-| Assuming that Commerce De- N ] B ff bt) Washington 4 
ing handled by Reynolds’ wo partment does win the sy oan a 1ona OXO Ice urvey 1292 Natensl Prom Building 
2. Irving Lazar, on the Coast, and locate scarce materials to industry, : oa > Gas eth a ie Ave. 
y Liebowitz’s attorney, | Norman (Continued on page 14) Heat Takes Biz Toll; Sunset Still Strong Champ, st marbonden WE? 
s Senate, in New York. re Very Own’ in Second, ‘Louisa’ Lively Third fe in ec 
= e Rochemont unit would use | 
y both “Cardinal” and “Courtroom” | Shulman, Roberts, Ace Return of torrid weather in| fifth, dipping to seventh. Eighth ||| annual s oa $1) 
1° under the deal by which Col fur- . ‘ ° many spots plus the surplus of money is going to “Duchess of ||| Single Copies ........ 25 Cents 
g nishes financing and release for a Weidman to Write Pix holdovers and extended-runs is | Idaho” (M-G). “711 Ocean Drive” ||| ee 
- series of medium-budgeters, plus .. cutting into film theatre biz this (Col) and “Destination Moon” (EL) | Vol. 179 Ee 120 No. 12 
: several top-bracketers, all to be For Wald-Krasna Unit week. Such factors along with the will round out the Big 10 list in| = 
0 made in the semi-documentary, lo- |fact that many exhibitors are mark- that order. Top runner-up films are | 
cation style with which de Roche- Deals for development of four ing time until they open new fare | “Panic in Streets” (20th). “Pretty | INDEX 
e mont has had considerable success. | stories were made by Jerry Wald for Labor Day weekend are con- Baby” (WB) and “In Lonely Place” | Bills oa 
0 Meantime, producer is prepping | and Norman Krasna during their _tributing to the slightly offish tone. | (Col). 7 nell Werte. ee ee ceneal + 
ye Shooting Sept. 25 on his initialer | New York visit last week. Chiefs | Despite all this, “Sunset Boule. | “Fancy Pants” (Par) and “Black | ha er Fee eeeeeee Pore” 
d (Continued on page 16) of the new RKO indie unit also yard” (Par) is tightening its grip Rose” (20th) loom as outstanding || Films Reviews..... seeoe "@ 
s disclosed in laying out their — ‘on the No. 1. spot se a long new bg on — of > sell House Reviews..... ca. 2 
ram with prez Ned E. Depinet string of sock to terrific sessions | ings this frame. Bo Tope’s “ ancy ||| Inside Legit............. 50 
‘ Autry May Attend that they wd planning 18 stories | jn all sections of the country. The Pants” shapes fancy in Philly and insides ile eee 7 
if ° | for the first year of their five-year |Gloria Swanson starrer looks like- smash in Chi. “Rose,” sturdy in Saahte Sndt 33 
Allied States Meet pact. They count on some of them jy to hit a new high on its two-| Omaha, is heading for a terrific to- aoe Wee *. +3 00 8688s 
Pittsburgh. Aug. 29 | failing to jell and thus will insure theatre engagement in L.A. Al: tal in Cincy. ee Inside Television ‘eeeeons 33 
Highli yy ili d St ‘ s | themselves of having a minimuM ‘though -third frame at the vast | Shakedown | (U0), which opens BIRETRRIONEE. ono caves 12 
ighlight of the Allie oa | of 12 properties which they are |N, y, Music Hall, this pic continues | at the N. Y. Criterion this week, is Legitimate ............. 49 
Assn. of Motion Picture — | committed to produce during the jts phenomenal gait at $162,000 or doing good biz on initial date in Literati 53 
' tors’ national convention, to be) 12-month period ‘better, only a few thousand dollars| Chi. “Return of Jesse James” | iterati ......seeeeeees | 
) held here Oct. 2-4, will likely be Among the deals they made was “away from initial week. | (Lip), weak in Washington, shapes a ae Pee ers oe 35 
. Gene Autry’s personal yo ge ith radio writer and comic! “Our Very Own” (RKO) is nice in Philly and fair in Detroit aE Rr ee: 47 | 
: of why he’s making TV shorts. In | Gesdianin Ace to write his first _ pushing up to second slot, with aj and Cleve. “Desert Hawk” (U),'|| Night Club Reviews...., 44 
e veply to an invitation extended by | screenplay. It is tentatively la- hatch of new bookings. It was in| lightweight in N. Y., looms fine in ||| Opituaries ............. 55 
Allied toppers, the actor stated if “Best of Friends.” They |sixth last round | Pitt. | : . 
y he’s not working he will attend the | beled “Bes : to| “1 aniea” } : tain its| “So Young, So Bad” (UA) looks | Pictures ......++eeeeers 
° Iso signed Jerome Weidman to, “Louisa” (U) will retain its ; ; ; ; ll Radi in cite Se fear 2 nll 
— | aaa iginal on the dress in-| sturdy third position, with fresh Smé@rt in Chi, and is stout in Mon- adlo : 
r Other ts will include several , Script an origina sturdy ew 'treal and Cleve. “Rock Island,|| Radio Reviews .......... 20 
| er guests n | dustry in New York, to be tagged bookings confirming its smash) a . ? : ‘l| Records ~~ 
y Hollywood stars as well as a num- | © fr 'showing in Chicago where it bet-| Trail” (Rep) is doing okay in Port- | naa adie, 8 53 
e cee eS “4 *Max. Shulman was pacted to do tered $128.000 in two weeks. land. “Colt .45” (WB) shapes neat | Television. & \ - sabceeatar sae 
: jajors. Most producers reported-| | Crisinal, “Behave Yourself,” Strong fourth is “Three Little | in Toronto. ‘7, Mladen Mesiede 26 
ly havé promised topflight talent, | ile J e Robbins was inked Words” (M-G) while “Broken | Lady Without Passport” (M-G) ED, - wowed 0060-040 43 
» but as yet have not submitted ac- | wane sewers ation of a musical. | Arrow” (20th), second last week, | is Sluggish this round in three keys. 
q cual names of those woe will ap- Mine peoducers while east, also |js winding up fifth. | Convicted’ (Col), mild in K.C. aes | DAILY VARIETY 
; pear. Among sales chiefs who have | onan a script deal which will! “Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) | Louisville, is okay in Indianapolis. | Published «in_ Hollywood by 
‘greed to attend are 20th-Fox's |i. in radio and TV. It gives them | js capturing sixth spot, with “Treas-| (Complete Boxoffice Reports on | ae Re Fa 
Bil eke ee saad | (Continued on page 14) jure Island” (RKO), last week in| Pages 8-9) —_ 
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US. Companies Seeking $4,000,000 
From ECA in’51 From German Distrib 


Washington, Aug. 29. + 
Plans are already under way to 
work out ECA convertibility agree- 
ments for American films to be} jfreq N. Crown, worldwide sales 
shown in Western Germany in| manager for Samuel Goldwyn 
1951. In contrast with the nearly | productions, takes off over the 





_ Crown to Europe - 


French Agreement 


Continued from page 3 





| Blum-Byrnes accord worked out by 
| foreign officials of U. S. and France 
‘in 1947. 


| MPAA’s internal dispute dates 
| back to this agreement. Under it, 
| companies were permitted to re- 
mit certain of their blocked funds. 
Some distribs, however, had used 


up in other ways more than they 





Harry Arthur's Gripe at Arty 
Pix Excites Some Pros and Cons 





$3,500,000 in guarantees which will 
go to the U. S. studios during this 
current year, the film companies 
are said to be seeking about $4,- 
000,000 next year. 

The 1950 contracts, not all of 
which have been clinched, provide 


for $25,000 per picture plus out- | 


of-pocket dollar costs incurred in 
preparing the 
version, generally about $12,000 
more per pic. What ECA does is 
to give the picture companies dol- 
lars in exchange for frozen foreign 
earnings. 

Albert W. Scott, who succeeded 
Sidney Mellen in charge of ECA 
media guarantees, has already be- 
gun huddles in New York with in- 
dustry execs. The picture .pokes- 
men have pointed out that over 
and above the pictures for which 
the guarantees are provided, they 
are also shipping other pictures 
into Germany. These supplemental 


pix are sent in solely as revenue | 


producers without any particular 
yardstick of whether they pass 
ECA standards as informational 
media. If the government should 
provide guarantees for more films, 
they would be able to control the 


(Continued on page 16) 


Anglo-US. Pact 





Completed monetary agreement 
between the U. S. industry and the 


British government arrived in New | 
York from London this week. It | 


was airmailed by the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America’s British rep, 
Fayette W. Allport, ahead of his 
own departure tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) for New York aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Allport informed MPAA prez 


Eric Johnston in numerous tele- | 


phonic conversations during the 
working out of the details that the 
British negotiators were acting 
completely in the spirit of the deal 
that was arranged in principal by 


Johnston, Ellis G. Arnall, prez of | 


the Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers, and James A. 
Mulvey, also repping SIMPP. 

On the basis of Allport’s reports, 
no difficulty is anticipated in win- 
ning final approval of the pact by 
the MPAA and SIMPP. MPAA 
will probably meet on it in about 
two weeks, following return of 
Johnston from his home in Spo- 
kane, where his daughter will be 
married Sept. 9. SIMPP will like- 
ly meet on the Coast next week, 
when Arnall gets there from his 
home in Georgia. 


Papers airmailed by Allport have | 


all the figures filled in the blank 
spaces that were left when the 
Yanks came to terms in principal 


|weekend for three weeks in Europe. 
|He’ll split the time between Lon- 
|don and Paris. 

| In both cities Crown will confab 


'with execs of RKO, which distrib-| 


|utes the Goldwyn product. He'll 
‘also huddle with J. Arthur Rank 


+ Recent complaint of Harry 
MI EA Exec . ed Up potential filmgoers away from the 
Herbert J. Erlanger, exec in|}. py overly stressing “sophistica- 
|were entitled to transfer to the|Assn., has been called into the 
|U. S., while others had plenty of |Army. A captain in the reserve 
panies, wanted to take advantage Kan. next Sunday (3) and winds 
of the deficiencies of the “under-|up at the MPEA Friday (1). 


Arthur, Fanchon & Marco circuit 
head, that Hollywood has driven 
charge of general corporate mat-|tjion and art” has sparked a fi 
ters for the Motion Picture Export | of heated pros and sone. 
|frozen francs on hand. The latter,|f-om the last war, he has _ been 
referred to as the “overage” com-| ordered to report to Fort Riley, 
age” firms to get out additional Ralph Losso, New York attorney, 


; Theatre- 
man’s observations were praised in 


New York last week by Universal- 
International production exec Leo 
Spitz and rapped by 20th-Fox di- 
rector Joseph Mankiewicz, who is 
prexy of the Screen Directors 
Guild of America. 


German-language | 











‘for “Our Very Own” and “Edge of| Point was arbitrated by Hays, 
Doom,” lastest Goldwyn entries. | who decided that the overage com- 
| panies—Paramount, 20th-Fox, War- 
ner Bros. and United Artists— 
3 
Yanks All-Out of the differential to the; underage 
outfits—Metro, RKO, Universal 

and Columbia. It is to this that 

. WB is objecting. 

Battle to Sti Coin has been going into escrow, 
but now the whole matter has been 
further complicated by the French 

| 600,000 which was due the Yanks 
Rome, Aug. 29. (as of July 1, 1947, and was to be 
U. S. industry, in a valiant last-| paid to them in 16 installments 
minute battle, is trying this week | over 4 four-year period. Seven in- 
to keep from becoming official on | stallments have been received, with 
Friday (1) severe restrictive meas-| the companies unable to get word 
ures laid down by the Italian gov-|on the eighth, which was due at 
Dee, representing the Motion Pic-| ceived about a month later. 
jture Assn. of America, has in- 
|formed the Italians that the Yanks | tal rep, has been dispatched to 
| will accept the restrictions as a/ Paris to look into the affair and 
|trade agreement between the na-| most of the companies have had 
tive and the U. S. industry, but| their own managers in France on 
wants the government to remain the telephone repeatedly in an ef- 


would have to turn over a portion 

withholding of funds, since there’s 

t 0 ovt ur S no money going into the escrow 

e i;account. Involved is about $9,- 

ernment Aug. 19. Eugene Van (the end of June and is usually re- 
/out of the matter. |fort to clear up the situation. As 


the Italians provides a ceiling of | now want to reopen the whole mat- 
42% on rental terms a distrib may |ter of the installments under the 
charge an exhib. Exception is that | Blum-Byrnes deal. They claim, as 
one-fourth of the distrib’s annual | did the overage companies in the 
releases may be sold on terms up| arbitration, that some companies 
to 50%. |have used their balance and are 

Article 10 of the current law thus not entitled to any more re- 
governing international trade, un- | mittances. 


der which the government is em- | 
Sears Ready 


powered to make the restrictions, | | 
Continued from page 3 











was invoked by the Council of 
Ministers Aug. 19 and signed by 
Premier Alcide de Gasperi the | 


officials in London on circuit deals | @™mounts equal to the “underage.” |has been named to succeed Er- 


Gerald Mayer, MPAA’s continen- 


| Principal regulation sought by) far as can be learned, the French | 


Arrives in N.Y. 









































same day. However, it has not | 
‘actually been promulgated and|Company has made no move to 
| Van Dee has been attempting in| settle Sears’ pact, but will have 
|his rear-guard action to prevent | either to do that or reveal more of 
|its actually becoming law on the | its financial picture in court than 


Sept. 1 effective date. _ |it has disclosed anywhere else so 
New regulations result from in- | far. 


\ability of the Italian government 


Sears was originally v.p. in 
(Continued on page 14) charge of distribution and, since 
UA now has no salesmanager, it is 
conceivable that the former prexy 
could assume that spot. There’s 


6 ? ° 
Earth Releasing Snag ; such bitter feeling, however, be- 
Delays Settlement Of tween him and the new manage- 


Selanick-Kor da Row tikely’ that that’s thought hardly 


; In addition to Sears’ current con- 
Claim by attorneys for David O./| tract, he has an additional pact 


Selznick that the release given him giving him $35,000 a year for 10 
by British producers Emeric Press- | years following the first deal. Man- 
burger and Michael Powell on/agement has indicated privately 
\“Gone to Earth” is still unsatis- | that it feels it could get out of the 
factory is delaying settlement of | active duty contract by reason of 
ithe long-drawn-out bout between |Sears’ protracted illnesses and 
‘DOS and Sir Alexander Korda.| might make a settlement on the 
“Earth” was made by Powell and | second. 











Pressburger under Korda’s banner, 


with Harold Wilson, prez of the | 
Board of Trade, last month. Most with western hemisphere rights go- 
important of the figures cover|ing to Selznick. 


bonuses in three categories design- Selznick anc Korda were in- 


ed to give the Americans up to structed by federal judge Samuel | 





$4,000,000 in convertibility beyond | Kaufman last week to come to 
the $17,000,000 annually which is terms on their dispute, and it is 
shortly with receipt of a new re- 

KR AMER PRESSES NY lease from P&P. Flock of other 
ne 9 ‘all rights te Selznick have been 
PREEM FOR ‘CYRANO’ received and marked okay by Selz- 
Chicago, Aug. 29. | Final approval will mean ‘elease 

Stanley Kramer and a group of to Korda of £100,000 ($280,000) 
ed a two-day session here today senting returns on “The Paradine 
(Tues.) at which they screened a Case.” which Selznick turned over 
Maurer, operator of the Astor, |“Earth.” On receipt of this coin, 
Victoria and Bijou on Broadway. Korda is to turn over a print of 
New York exhib for preem of the| Another facet of the agreement 
Jose Ferrer-starrer, possibly on a between the two producers which 
Kramer and his wife, former be held in eserow in London from 
Universal starlet Ann Pierce, con- distribution of “Portrait of Jennie” 
tour for “The Men,” winding up in turned over to Korda as part of 
New York about Sept. 8. General the “Third Men”-"Gone to Farth”’ 
continues to the Coast, while east- chenges in “Rarth” before Selenick 
ern pub-ad director Myer P. Beck wil] release the excrow money. Re- 
Also here are Kramer musical are now so strained further trou 
director Dimitri Tiomkin and film ble revolving ebout this aspect of 


guaranteed in the pact. expected that it will be ironed out 
|papers transferring ownership and 
\nick’s attorneys 
his staffers from both coasts open- jheld in escrow in London, repre- 
rough-cut of “Cyrano” for Maurice to Korda in Europe in return for 
It is hoped te set a deal with the “Earth” to Selznick in the U. S. 
hard-ticket basis. ihas not yet come up is money to 
tinue from here on an exploitation in Eneland That's a DOS pic 
salesmanager George J. Schaefer trade. Korda must make certain 
returns to New York. lations between the two producers 
editor Harry Gerstad. itheir deal is seen at a possinility. 


Company has taken no action yet 
toward resuming salary payments 
to Paul N. Lazarus, Sr., whom it 
‘cut from the payroll when it took 
;over. Lazarus, former contract 
|manager, has been ill for the past 
several years and is unable to 
function. He’d. been with UA for 
30 years, however, and former 
management had continued him on 
| the payroll at one-half his $500 
| sal’ New management some 
| Wee .. «> stated he’d be continued 
)at one-hal” f that, ie. $125 but 
| now states it is taking action pend- 
ing decision on policy. 


Bischoff Powers 


Continued from page 3 























| power and authority. Henceforth, 
his supervision will extend to all 
RKO-made pix, but will have no 
authority over output of Wald- 
Krasna, Grainger, Hawks, Collier 
Young-Ida Lupino, or such straight 
distribution deals as those of Sam 
Goldwyn, Walt Disney, and Sol 
Lesser. Three high budget pix al- 
ready have gone under Bischoff's 
helming, “Gaunt Woman,” “Best 
of Badinen” ant “Macao.” Fourth, 
“Two Tickets to Broadway,” rolls 

, Shortly. 





; Prior to sailing for Europe on 
\langer. Losso has handled film| one-month visit to Britain med 
|matters for some minor indie im-| France, Spitz declared that he 
|porters. Erlanger is also an at-| agreed with Arthur. Mass enter- 
|torney, and was just about to get) tainment, he said, is a basic re- 
his papers to practice in this coun-| quirement of the industry and U-I 
try. Before joining the MPEA/fully subscribes to that theory. 
about three years ago, he was for | Exec pointed out that for years his 
many years European counsel for|c¢ompany has _ concentrated on 
Warner Btos. oon Sie — Arthur urged 
studios to emphasize. 
e On the other hand, Mankiewicz 
1es ace looked ‘askance upon Arthur’s con- 
cepts of what makes the b.o. tick. 
“If Arthur wants to go backward,” 
® he said, “while the rest of the 
unning ega world goes forward, that’s his 
privilege.”” He also likened the St. 
Louis circuit operator’s sugges- 
Tiff on Pullout one to ey which belong in 
| the era of “1917 Buicks and high- 
| button shoes.” Director of 20th- 
| Fox’s race prejudice film, “No Way 
Indie producers who pulled out | Out,” Mankiewicz just returned to 
\of Film Classics in the course of|the U. S. from two months in 
that company’s merger difficulties | Europe. 
with Eagle Lion now face a run- Mankiewicz’s comments drew 
ning legal battle with Irving Kauf-| support from E. C. Grainger of the 
man, assignee for the benefit of | Jamestown Amus. Co. (Shea cir- 
FC creditors. Kaufman anticipates | cuit). In a letter to Arthur last 
bringing suits in the near future | weeks Grainger wrote that he 
to challenge that action and raise | agreed in oy ge — te 
other claims against the film-| midwestern exhib set forth, but 
| makers. disagreed with some of the con- 
| Additionally, assignee will bring | clusions. “Basically,” he noted, 
further actions against both Pathe | “exhibitors should be interested in 
Industries, EL’s parent company, (Continued on page 7) 
and Eagle Lion Classics, which 
|Pathe also owns. One suit was filed 
‘last week in the New York supreme N. Y. to L. A. 
icourt demanding $500,000 in aggre-| Fred Ahern | 
\gate damages against these com- a 
| panies. 
| The $500,000 damage action car-| Alan Delynn 
‘ries out Kaufman’s threat to put Charles Dreyfus 
the dispute to legal test if Pathe| George L. George 
refused a settlement satisfactory ag a 
ito FC creditors. According to Kauf- oy wi aG on b 
|man, a settlemen’ was reached -dwar reenburg 
'with William MacMillen, ELC prez, oe Hurok 
for a lump sum payment, but the Sethe La Krasna 
entire deal fell through when the — Lawrence 
latter wanted the payment to take age og pear 
the form of longterm notes. Olea 5 oa” 
MacMillen, for his part, has in- J ga hLeM slow! 
idicated that the possibility of a mick aM stan owes 
|settlement in the future is not out Jos “ss N oe 
completely. Joseph Bernhard, FC Ce owen 
topper, as_ recent Christopher O’Brien 
, y as last week Robert J. Rubi 
|renewed a request for a lump set- Ge j ror f 
\tlement, and the proposal has not Feank Sechelt weoond 
(Continued on page 54) Stuart Stern 
Elizabeth Taylor 
N. 7. to Europe Robert Trout 
Richard W. Altschuler se Terenas 
Claudio Arrau ae 
Franco Autori te pe 
Peter Ballbush Fred Zinneman 
Jules Dassin m A. to N. » - 
Julius Epstein Peter Herman Adler 
Robert Goldstein Steve Allen 
. ng aoe Annabella 
ert Hackett Gene Austin 
Robert H. Hinckley Lucinda Ballard 
Will Mahoney Charles (Budd) Barry 
ae ps Selznick —— Bernhard 
ancy Sheldon arry Brandt 
Leo Spitz A. Pam Blumenthal 
Earl St. John Beulah Bondi 
Maggie Teyte Carmen Cavallaro 
Lou Walters Frank Cooper 
Ed Woehler Owen Crump ; 
Sam Dembow, Jr. 
r Europe to N. Y. Robert Emmett Dolan 
ayette Allport Edwin DuPar 
Al Capp ~e 
: William Gargan 
Chandler Cowles Michael Gordon 
Walter Doniger Charlotte Greenwood 
Mrs. Buster Crabbe Louis Heyward 
Madge Elliott Tom Helmore 


Leo Fuld Judy Hollid 
Alfredo Guarini Money jello” 
Uta Hagen Fred Kline 


Jeanette Kamins 
Harold Lang 
Frederick Lonsdale 
Arthur Lesser 
Julian Lesser 

Sol Lesser 

Eddie Lewis 
Irwin Margulies 
Isa Miranda 
George Relph 
Cyril Ritchard 
Marcia Swinburne 
Valerie Taylor 
Irving Tishman 
David Webster 
John Wildberg 


Fred Kohimar 
Stanley Kramer 
Paul N. Lazarus, Jr. 
Gordon Macrae 
Thomas Mitchell 
Patrice Munsel 
Leonard Newbaur 
David Pardoll 
Rosalind Russell 
Arthur Schwartz 
Sol Siegel 
Preston Sturges 
Jerry Tierney 
David Wayne 
Harry Warren 
Richard Whorf 
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OZONERS BEMOAN PROFITS 








Lesser Seeks First National’ Type 


Deal With Art Houses on Imports 





Unique plan is being mulled by + 


Sol Lesser for sale to art theatre 
exhibs of franchises on a series of 
foreign pix which he would import. 
Setup to some extent resembles | 
that of the old First National in | 
that the exhibs would commit 
themselves to a proportion of the | 
cost of buying U.S. rights to the 
pix and would share in profits. 


Scheme is still very much in the 
vaporous stage and might take any | 
ot a variety of turns. Lesser ar- | 
rives from four months in Europe | 
on the Nieuw Amsterdam Friday 
(1) and the following day will be- 
gin a five-day series of meetings | 
with his staff in New York, at 
which it is expected to nail the 
franchi$e idea down in one form | 
or another. | 

Lesser figures there are 150 the- | 
atres that play art pix as an ex-| 
clusive policy and up to about 500 
which play them occasionally and 
are potentials for the franchises. | 
They'd be encouraged to go along 
by assurances of exclusive first- 
run foreign product. 


Producer, who has been travel- 
ing through all of western Europe 
looking at pix, is understood to 
have optioned about 10 of the best. | 
He has already set up a new cor-| 
poration to engage in the domes-| 
tic marketing of them. It is Prin-| 
cipal Pictures International, which | 


he will head, and which will in-| 


clude on its exee staff his son,| first half of the current year, as 
Morris | reported this week, showed more| jg easy to see that biz is being! Trust Co., 


Julian; his son-in-law, 


Pfaelzer; and Irving Lesser and | than 


Seymour Poe, who rep him on) 
sales in New York. 


WB Eyes TV Writers 


Television, which recently 
provided its first star to film in 
the person of Charlton Heston, 
Wallis - Hazen - Warner Bros. 
contractee, may soon also con- 
tribute its first scripters. Bert 
Bloch, 20th-Fox’s eastern story 
ed, became impressed while 
eyeing his video set recently 
with the work of a pair of 
femme writers and called them 
in. 

He has them at work now on 
the outline of an original film 
story—their first. Studio will 
hand over option money pend- 
ing completion of the script if 
the outline is accepted, but re- 
fuses to reveal the names of 
the TV writers in the interim. 


20th Counting On 
Big 4th Quarter 








| paid off as expected, since in a/| 





SLUMP 








RENTALS AT FAULT 


PLAIN UPPED PI ‘COMPO Meet Called for Next Week 
To Speed National Organization 





| 
Drive-in operators are express- | 
ing disappointment at the earn- | 
ings of their houses so far this 
summer. They claim that both 
gross and net earnings have failed | 
to come up to expectations held | 
|out by ozone operations in past! 
years. 
There’s no agreement on reasons | 
for the b.o. dip, but there’s virtual | 
unanimity that a strong contribut- | 
| ing factor to the reduction in nets | 
|is due to higher film prices. Dis- 
| tribs have been putting on a de-| 
|termined campaign to get better | 
| terms from the outdoor theatres. | 
This has been coupled with a trend | 
|to better runs for the drive-ins, I 
|which has naturally meant more| in the past 30 days, since the 
| film rental. | bears now own only 2,145 
| The earlier clearances have not| Shares against 7,260 in the 
| month preceding. 


Specs Die Down 

Show biz stocks, the favorite 
stamping ground for Wall 
street. bears a few months 
back, are no longer the target 
of raids by speculators play- 
ing for a decline in prices. Im- 
proved b.o. outlook appears to 
have frightened the bears who 
had ‘substantial short holdings 
in a half-dozen film company 
stocks. 

Latest reports of the N. Y. 
stock exchange shows short 
holdings in only one major film 
company, Paramount. Short 
interest in Par dived sharply 














large number of cases theg have 


| Only been an answer to competi- 


ition from new _ under-the-stars | R th P ff 
houses. This ties in with a major | a Von ayo 


reason for the complaints about 
b.o.—increased competition. 


| ¢ ] 
_ While the driveins have areatty| “Plaageg Bank So 


the entire film market, that coin | 





To Hypo 30 Net 


While 20th-Fox earnings for the 


| 
a $1,000,000 decline from | 


1949, company is figuring on com- | 
ing out about even with last year’s | 


is being spread among a much | 9 
larger number of houses. Whereas | Oall 
there were perhaps 800 to 1,000 


ozoners operating last summer, | 

there are about 2,200 in action; Pleased at the results of its 
now. In some cases they are prac-| initial foray into motion picture 
tically on top of each other, so it| financing, Fidelity - Philadelphia 
of Philadelphia, has 
made a second loan to N. Peter 
Rathvon’s Motion Picture Capital 
That seems to be the only rea-| Corp. Loan, while small, is un- 


spread thin. 
Novelty Off? 


They’ll all be on hand for the | Showing for the entire 12-month/ son for decreased grosses per-| usual in that it has been made to 


New Y®rk meetings, in addition | 


period. Counting large in good 


| house on which drive-in men agree.| MPCC itself, rathér than as an 


to Sam Grudin, controller for Sol| Prospects forecast by its financial | Otherwise, they blame the slow! advance on specific pix. 


Lesser Productions, who 


came | Ccrystal-ballers are film rentals for | trade on everything from poor pix | 


Actually, it was to permit com- 


east last week. Julian Lesser ar- | the forthcoming October-Novem- | to a wearing off of the drive-in pletion of two new Rathvon films 


rives with him from Europe Fri- 
day. Lesser expects to be in New 
York about 10 days. 


Lesser, Pommer 
To Do German Pic 


Deal has been inked by Sol Les- 
ser and Erich Pommer for co-pro- 
duction of a film in Germany early 
next year. This is the first joint 
production deal in more than 15 
years between an American and 
German producer. Pic will be 
made in English with the Ameti- 
can market its primary aim. 

A novel in the “Lanny Budd” 
Series by Upton Sinclair will pro- 
vide the story for the Reich film. 
It will be tagged “Lanny Budd, | 
American.” Lesser and Pommer | 
have not determined yet whether | 
they will employ @& Hollywood | 
name for the lead or will adopt a} 
plan now being discussed for tak- | 
ing an unknown player and re-| 
christening him Lanny Budd. 

Lesser bought rights to nine of 
the novels in the series last year. 
The “Lanny Budd” name has be- 
come something of a by-word in 
adventure fiction, the hero being a 
Presidential envoy who is active. 
in major historical events dating 











trom World War I to atomic fission. 
“Lanny Budd, American” will find | 
him smashing an_ international | 
counterfeit ring. 

Pommer, 61, and active in the | 
Picture business in this country | 
and Germany for 40 years, was at 
one time head of production for. 
UFA. More recently he has served | 
as chief of the German film divi- 
sion of the American Military Govt. | 





Palmer Park, Detroit, | 


Sues for $1,800,000 


; Detroit, Aug. 29. 
The Palmer Park Theatre Co. 
here filed suit in federal court ask- 
ing $1,800,000 damages. from film 
companies it charged with violat- 
ing the anti-trust laws. Named as 
defendants were United Detroit 
Theatres, Warner Bros. Pictures | 
Distributing Corp., Paramount 
Film Distributing Corp., Loew's, 
United Artists Corp., RKO-Radio 


reissues 
‘laaguage pix. It was operated 


ber-December quarter. 

Current third quarter is said to 
be “not outstanding,” but equal to 
the same period last year, which 
also was not one of the company’s 
hottest. Big product coming up and 
the present upturn at the b.o., 
which company execs are counting 
to continue during the year, is be- 
ing figured to hypo the fourth 
quarter. 

Twentieh is expecting in 1950 to 
better the approximately $4,000,- 
000 it showed in film earnings last 
year. This represented about one- 
third of its consolidated net, the 
remainder coming from its Na- 
tional Theatres subsid. 


Since the company this year has 
lost by divestiture about 50 thea- 
tres in which it had joint interests, 
which is eating into its exhibition 
profits, film earnings are certain 
during 1950 to represent a much 


(Continued on page 14) 





| novelty. | for Eagle Lion release. One is 
| Also, while some of the ozone | “Sun Sets at Dawn,” which is about 
| Owners admit that biz during the finished, and the other a prison pic 
(Continued on page 16) not yet definitely labeled. Phiily 
bank loan was made to MPCC 
. rather than to the pix since the 
} 
Arg. Stalling 
| pix. These were also financed by 
Fidelity-Philadelphia. 
ngers all S Initial quartet, which proved un- 
usually successful, comprised 
: ‘ “Destination Moon,” which cost 
Continued stalling by the Ar-| apout $500,000 and may gross 
gentine government and the radi- $2,000,000 domestic; “The Sun- 
cal changes it is asking in terms downers,” “High Lonesome "” and 
of the pact negotiated by its “~The Great Rupert.” All will show 
finance minister in New York in good profits except “Rupert,” 
May has U. S. distribs asking! which is expected to do little bet- 
whether it is worthwhile making | te; than break even, but which 
the deal at all. Virtual abrogation | yi) be far more than compensated 
of the agreement by the Peron for by the others, particularly 
government has some of the Yanks | “Moon.” 
so incensed they're tempted to) if the Rathvon outfit is able to 


walk away from the whole setup. : age 16) 
They fear, among other things, (Continued om page 


countries if they aceept the push-/ QUICKIE STRIKE WINS 





considerable assets in the way of 
residual income on its first four 











READE RELEASES U 
FROM PARK AVE. LEASE 


Universal, which has operated 
the Park Avenue theatre, N. Y., 
under a lease from the Walter 
Reade circuit for the past four 
years, is giving up the house. It 
has negotiated an agreement with 
Reade by which it is being re- 
leased from the six years remain- 
ing under its 10-year lease. 

Reade chain will operate the de- 
juxe 583-seater itself, it is under- 
stood, although no policy has been 
set for it yet. U originally took it 
over as a semi-art operation, plan- 


| ning to use it for top British prod- 


uct which it imported under its 
deal with J. Arthur Rank. 

Aside from the long and profit- 
able run of “Hamlet,” the house 
never was able to obtain strong 
enough product to make profitable. 
Its policy has 
to British to foreign- 
during the early months of its 
existence in 1946 on a unique re- 


served-seat policy with select pix | 


culled from all the major com- 
panies after they had their regular 
playoff in New York. Yearly 
tickets entitling the holder to the 
same seat at the same performance 
each week were sold in advance. 
Results proved disappointing and 


Pictures, 20th-Fox and Universal. | the idea was dropped. 


fluctuated from) 


\ lumbia. 


ing-around they consider they’re | 
| getting from the Peronists. One of | 
| the paints that keeps them in ne-| 
|gotiations is the urging of Am-|_ Strike of 40 office workers of 
| bassador Stanton Griffis. He feels| Pathe Laboratories lasted exactly 
| it will be easier to win improve- | one hour yesterday morning 
/ment in the agreement once new | (Tues.), at which time their union, 
'U. S. pix have been returned to Local H-63 of the Motion Picture 
|Argentine screens. They’ve been! Homeoffice Employes, reached a 
| absent for almost 18 months. settlement with the Pathe manage- 





_ Wolfe Cohen, Warner Bros. ment. As a result, threatened hold- 

(Continued on page 18) up on production of this week’s 

| Warner-Pathe News was forestall- 
ed 


BAK, MAJORS SUED FOR 33a "or ht 
9906 AS CHI TRUST tise With Pate expired Aug. 31, 


| i 49. ; ived a $3-per- 
Chicago, Aug. 29. | 1949 Workers reccive é 
‘ ee | week cross-the-board wage in- 
_ Balaban & Katz, its pe gn sd | crease. automatically upping mini- 
ma — sae tae 128) |'mum scale. Hike is Fo egg to 
; ci Bes = . | Sept. 1,-1949. In addition, union 
with an pare 3 sy Fwy tri- | succeeded in establishing a com- 
srtbcctg oe ae eis : i 2 Chi | plete union oe. saptg es both 
ling compiain ere in Chi) jab workers and those in the home- 
federal district court, on behalf of | office. 
the indie Isle theatre in suburban}; Strike was called at 8 a.m. yes- 
Aurora, attorneys Seymour a _terday when union threw a picket 
and Richard Orlikoff requested re-| jine around the labs. Since the 
covery of losses reportedly suffer-| settlement was reached at 9 a.m., 


of-trace actions by defendants. | its current issue following makeup 
Named in the action, besides the! day Monday (28). Local H-63, 
two circuits, are Warner Bros., | meanwhile, is continuing negotia- 
WB theatres, WB Circuit Manage-| tions for a retroactive wage in- 
ment Corp., RKO, Loew’s, 20th,| crease for Universal’s homeoffice 
United Artists, Paramount and Co-| collarites, with expectations of 
| reaching a settlement this week. 


investment corporation has built up | 


ed since 1937 as result of restraint- the reel was able to print and ship | 


+ Committee on Organization of 


{the Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations has been called to meet 
in New York next Wednesday (6) 
by chairman Harry Brandt. Aim is 
to speed as much as possible the 
| setting up of COMPO on a national 
| basis through the election of area 
(chairmen and committees. 

A major purpose of holding the 
session as quickly as possible is to 
| head off any further action, such as 
|has already taken place in some 
| territories, for the selection of 
;chairmen and committeemen via 
| improper organizational mechanics. 
| These moves, it was said by Brandt 
| this week, were made with the best 
| Of intentions by groups anxious to 
see COMPO at work as soon as pos- 
| sible, but jeopardized the internal 
| amity of the organization. 
| Likewise, the local organizations 
were set up purely along the lines 
lof the old War Activities Commit- 
tee. Brandt and‘ exec v.p. Arthur 
Mayer are anxious that they be 
much broader than that, since co- 
| operation with the Government will 
only be one part of activity. So 
far there is not in prospect any of 
| the drives or the handling of gov- 
;ernment films that occupied the 
area groups under WAC. Instead, 
COMPO’s activity will in large 
measure be directed toward public 
| relations. 

What has occurred to bring on 
/next week’s meeting was the call- 
ing of conclaves in some territories 
by one or two of COMPO’s con- 
stituent organizations. They in- 
vited the other COMPO groups 
| represented in the area, but didn’t 
provide them with an agenda. 


(Continued on page 16) 





Metro's Major 
Field Switches 





Major switch in Metro’s field 
|sales setup has resulted from 
|meetings in New York and Chi- 
,cago by William F. Rodgers, v.p. 
| and g.s.m. Intermountain branches 
‘formerly handled by Frank C. 
Hensler, who died three weeks 
ago from a heart attack, will be 
| parceled out to two other sales 
managers. Intermountain is being 
eliminated as a sales unit. 

| Western sales manager George 
|A. Hickey takes back Salt Lake 
| City under the new deal and adds 
| this to Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
‘Seattle and Portland. He has just 
|returned to his headquarters in 
|'L. A. after visiting Salt Lake on 
/his way back from the Chi confabs 
|with Rodgers, Charles M. Reagan 
|and Edward M. Saunders, aides to 
| Rodgers. 
| John 


S. Allen, southwestern 


H-63 PACT WITH PATHE sales manager, winds up with two 


of the three branches handled by 
|Hensler. With Dallas, Oklahoma 
City and St. Louis already under 
‘his wing, he adds Kansas City and 
|Denver. At one time Hickey han- 
dled Denver, too, but because so 
‘much of his time is required in 
|the far west, it was deemed advis- 
able to give it up. Allen will con- 
tinue to headquarter at Dallas. 

|, Rudy Berger, southern sales 
‘manager, becomes heir to the 
(Continued on page 18) 
‘Goldstein to Coast 

| For Mono Sales Mect 


| Morey Goldstein, veepee and 
general sales manager of Mono- 
gram-Allied Artists, left for the 
Coast yesterday (Tuesday), where 
he’ll preside at a meeting of branch 
managers and franchiseholders to 
| be held Sept. 5-7 at the Ambassa- 
dor hotel in L. A. Prior to the 
conclave, he'll huddle with com- 
pany prexy Steve Broidy and vee- 
| pee Harold Mirisch. 

| Three regional meets for sales- 
'men and bookers will follow the 
'L. A. gathering. First is scheduled 
| for Kansas City Sept. 9. Dates for 
/confabs in the south and east will 
be set by Goldstein after his return 
|from K. C. He'll preside at all the 
affairs. 
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Mr. Musie 
(SONGS) 


Paramount release of Robert L. Welch 
reduction. Stars a Crosby, Nancy 
lson, Charles Coburn, Ruth Hussey: fea- 
tures Groucho Marx, Dorothy Kirsten, 
Pegey Lee. Merry Macs. Directed by 
Richard Haydn. Screenplay, Arthur 
Sheekman, suggested by Samson Raphael- 
son play; camera, George Barnes; asst. 
director, Harry Caplan; special effects, 
Farciot Edouart: edited by Doane Harri- 
gen, Everett Douglas: songs, Johnny 
Burke & James Van Heusen; arrange- 
ments, Van Cleave; music, Joseph J. Lil- 
Jey and Troy. Sanders; dances, Gower 
Champion. Previewed N. Y. Paramount, 
Aug. 23. ’50. Running time, 110 MINS. 





yy RO” Seer re Bing Crosby 
Katherine Holbrook.........Nancy Olson 
Alex Comway.....cec- ... Charles Coburn 
Lorna Marvis........ «.a.. Ruth Hussey 
serergem BIaKe...séececsescs Robert Stack | 
Po  SePPSrorrTirTirecr. Tom Ewell 
Pi RRs oo 6s basen . Ida Moore 


ee Oe eee Charles Kemper 
Tivpy Carpenter .. Donald Woods 
Themselves Marge & Gower Champion 
dereme Thisby ; .. Claude Curdle 

Themselves: 

Groucho Marx 
Dorothy Kirsten 
Peggy Lee 
The Merry Macs 

Despite a contrived story, the in- 
gredients are sufficiently well 
mixed to make “Mr. Music” a box- 
office -winner. A variation of a 
backstage musical, utilizing a lazy 
songsmith as the central figure— 
he is rather unconvincingly pam- 
pered by producer Charles Coburn 
as if Crosby where a combination 
Porter. Kern and Berlin out of 
Man o’ War—it unspools pleasantly 
and will please the customers gen- 
ern'ly. 

The utilization of Peggy Lee. The 
Champions ‘Gower & Marge), 
Groucho Marx, the Merry Macs and 
Dorothy Kirsten gives the unfold- 
ing a proper lift in the right spots, 
sich as the Vaude versus Opera 
challenge in the finale, between 
Crosby and Miss Kirsten, with 
“Accidents Will Happen,” or Marx’s 
so"'so sequence with the crooner. 

The heart interest is well car- 
ried forward by Nancy Olson as the 
serious-minded under graduate 
turned secretary who becomes 
Crosby’s creative policewoman, so 
to speak, and gets him back inio 
harness as a songwriter instead of 
running off to the golf course, hob- 
nobbing with bookies, and the like. 

Coburn is the vet producer who 
needs a comeback show, and looks 
to Crosby’s personal rehabilitation 
to achieve that. The fact that an 
undergraduate company essays to 
“produce” the show, as a means to 


cast the angel money, and that 
Richard Haydn comes’ through 


with a $300,000 bankroll in one 
lump sum, is one of those plot 
things that doesn't bother the sum 
tofal too much. 

Richard Haydn, who directed, 
does a milquetoast character under 
the nome-de-celluloid of Claude 
Curdle, as vis-a-vis to Ida Moore's 
capital “Aunt Amy.” Ruth Hussey 


by) and a bankroll, but picks the 
latter to make it easier for Miss 
Olson and the songsmith. Robert 
Stack does a good routine as the 
muscular college champ, and Tom 
Ewell is the al fresco butler who 
doubles as Crosby’s caddy. 

The crooner-star does a good job 
in a role wherein he fits in easily, 
and might well have been a truly 
convincing characterization if not 
snarled by the cliche elements. By 
and large, however, Crosby makes 
the part breathe. 

The Burke-Van Heusen songs 
aren't of that at-first catchy qual- 
ity but have greater, durability an 


easy-singing Crosby style of thrush- 
ing. “Life Is So Peculiar,” “High 
On the List.” “Then You'll Be 
Home,” along with “Accidents,” 
zet solid airing. 

Production elements generally are 
good save tor the penthouse sky- 
line of N. Y. which looks too Lee- 


husband-partner, Gower Cham- 


pion lensed okay, and the same goes | 


' 


fore. Abel. 


Toast of New Orleans 
(MUSICAL—COLOR) 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 


_ Metro release of Joe Pasternak produc- 
tion. Stars Kathryn Grayson, Mario 
Lanza, David Niven; features J. 
Naish, James Mitchell, Riehard Hageman, 
Clinten Sundberg. Directed by Nerman 
Taurog. Written by Sy Gomberg and 
(eorge Wells; camera (Technicolor), Wil- 
liam Snyder; editor, Gene Ruggiero: 
songs, Nicholas Brodszky, Sammy Cahn: 
musical direction, Georgie Stoll, Johnny 





shewn Aug. 16, °50, 
%e MINS. 
Suvette Micheline 


Running 


Kathryn Grayson 





Fepe Abellard Duvalle sounee Mario Lanva from safe harborage in the U. S. 
Nicky Duvalle .72'777) Gavia, Niven The boy, who used to deliver the 
se god ad ain James Mitchell 2roceries, is now an army captain 
a aeere P. Trellini... Richard Hageman and in love with Judy, whom he, 
ns etl lee Clinton Sundbers met overseas, but she is infatuated | 

eee a ee Rita. Morens With a married man. Mrs. Miniver 
OND ns oc V bs cS oasene ee Rome Vincent visits this Romeo and mutely dis- 


‘Judy Miniver 


| Polish Officer ............ 


| ver” 


the six po 
of classical tunes. 

Songs are advantageously spotted 
and treat the ear, whether they’re 
new numbers cleffed by Nicholas 
Brodszky and Sammy Cahn, or the 
classics, In the former category 
are “Be My Love,” done by Miss 
Grayson and Lanza and also in for 
a reprise “Tina Lina,” a spirited 


piece used for Lanza vocals, com- | 


edy and as a bouncy dance num- 
ber; “I'll Never Love You,” also 
reprised; “Bayou Lullaby,” “Boom 
Biddy Boom Boom,” and the title 
tune, vocaled behind the credit 
cards. 

The duet from “Madame Butter- 
fiv”’ has been amusingly 
without sacrifice of musical qual- 
ity, and others in the longhair 
ranks include “O Luce Di Quest 
Anima,” “Je Suis Titania,” 
Darem La Mano,” “Flower Song” 
from Carmen,” and “Brindisi” from 
“La Traviata.” Both Miss Grayson 
and Lanza are in good voice, and 
the musical direction by Georgie 
Stoll and Johnny Green is smartly 
valued to sell the cleffing. David 
Niven, also starred, likewise clicks 
in a gently humorous role, 

Norman Taurog’s direction of the 
Joe Pasternak production leavens 
the light romantie flavor’ with 
chuckles. and keeps it all on a 
level that will find favor with the 
general audience. The Sy Gom- 
berg-George Wells script provides 
a suitable framework on which to 
hang the tunes and comedy. Lanza, 
bayou shrimp fisherman, is scouted 
by David Niven, manager of Miss 
Grayson, New Orleans opera singer. 
He grooms the young man for a 
vocal career. Along the way, Lanza 
drops the lusty, rough mannerisms 
that were his charm, becomes a 
gentleman and falls in love with 
Miss Grayson. Romance has some 
rocky going but finally resolves 
into a finale clinch when Lanza 
learns to balance social] graces with 
a fisherman’s touch. 

Sparking most of the comedy is 
J. Carrol Naish, as Lanza’s uncle 
and a true shrimp lover. Naish’s 
scenes rate many a chuckle.” Also 
counting for laughs are Clinton 
Sundberg and Sig Arno. James 
Mitchell, Richard Hageman. Rita 
Moreno and Romo Vincent are 
among others who assist the three 


principals in putting this one over. | 


Technicolor hues of William 


Synder’s lensing dress up the sight | 


values, and editing skillfully blends 
the songs and story. The credit- 
able orchestrations were done by 
Conrad Salinger and Robert Frank- 
lyn. Brog. 


The Miniver Story 
(ANGLO-U,S.) 
London, Aug. 22. 


. . Metro release of Sidney Franklin pro- | 

is the glam gal who can’t make up duction. $ 
. , >; 7 

her mind between romance (Cros- ; Pidgeon. 


Stars Greer Garson, Walter 
Features John Hodiak, Cathy 
O'Donnell, Leo Genn. Directed by H. C. 
Potter. Sereenplay, Ronald Millar, George 
Froeschel; camera, Joseph Ruttenberg; 
editor, Frank Clarke. At Ritz, London. 
Running time, 104 MINS. 

Kay Miniver meat Greer Garson 
Clem Miniver Walter Pidgeon 
Spike a erere John Hodiak 
Steve Brunswick.......... . Leo Genn 
eoeee Cathy O'Donnell 


i. Me rere ero Henry Wilcoxon 
Mr. Foley ad ose ae Reginald Owen 
2” 3 ee Anthony Bushell 
SO Oe ove eeSecnss . Richard Gale 


Peter Finch 
Toby Miniver............ William Fox 
Mrs. Kanesiey..... Cicely Paget-Bowman 
Mrs. Foley re .. Alison Leggatt 


As in the literary world, a se- 
quel 


_standard of the first book, so in 
come through pleasingly under the | screen productions no one serious- 
ly expected a second “Mrs Mini-| 
Miniver | 


when the “The 
Story” was in the making. It is 
difficult to capture the magical 
quality of the original, and this 
will obviously trade on its pred- 
ecessor’s name and the 


surance conveyed’ by 


Pic rated disappointing by Brit- | * . Hf 
ish but rep of stars is likely to put sophisticated byline 
Film 
| was made with eye for American 


it across in U. S. market. 


| market. 


Opening with a strangely pallid 
' reproduction of London on VE day, 
| Mrs. Miniver finds herself caught, 
Carrol! in the exuberant melee following) 
the news that the war is over. She. 


has just come from a_ doctor, 
realizes she has not long to live 
and bravely determines to keep 


the news from her family. 


and an equal number 


staged | 


“La Ci| 


seldom measures up to the) 


drawing | 
‘ power of Greer Garson and Walter | 
lash. The camera wasn’t too kind | Pidgeon. It has the tinge of sad- 
to Marge Champion, although her ness, but its unhappy ending is 
mitigated by the philosophic as- 
: ) Walter | -*°" P 
for Miss Kirsten who has been) pidgeon as the bereaved husband. | W@'time romantie error 
more photogenically presented he- | Y 


Her | 
Cceen; dances, Eugene Loring. Trade-; husband returns from Germany, 
time, her daughter Judy from war serv-, 
ice in Egypt and her young son 


; : -__—— suades him from getting a divorce 

This mixture of pop and classical and marrying her daughter by 
music against a period background making him realize he still loves 
is pleasant, easy to take. Outside) his wife. Judy soon recovers from 


of a few deluxe situations it should | her first wild grief when she is/| 


have no trouble satisfying the pay- convinced by her mothers ex- 
ing customers. Settings, costumes perience that wartime ropinquity 
and players take nicely to the color produces a spurious love which 
dressing, and the voices ef Kathryn | fades with inevitable parting. She 
Grayson and Mavio Lanza lilt over returns to her first love and her 


Miniature Reviews 


“Mr. Music” (Songs) (Par). 
Good Bing Crosby starrer. 

“Toast of New Orleans” (Mu- 
sical-Color) (M-G), Pleasant 
musical costumer with Kathryn 
Grayson, Mario Lanza. 

“The Miniver Story” (Brit- 
ish) (M-G). Sequel, not as 
strong as first one but star 
draw means nice boxoffice. 

“Three Secrets” (WB). Good 
adult drana with trio of 
femme stars and neat b.o. 

“Saddle Tramp” (Color) (U). 
Humorously treated western 
for family trade. With Joel 
McCrea, Wanda Hendrix. 





“Border Treasure” (RKO). 
Routine low-budget western 
for oater addicts. 

“Lonely Heart Bandits” 
(Rep). Okay drama based on 
current popular racket. Okay 
as supporter on duals. 

“The Showdown” (Rep). 


Strong program western. 








wedding day marks the end of her 
mother’s life. 

Chief laurels go to Greer Garson 
who, even with the unmistakable 
signs of illness and mental stress, 
makes feasible the husband's claim 
that she looks as lovely as ever. 
Walter Pidgeon shows all the 
warm, comradely devotion that 
proclaims the supremely happy 
partnership. Cathy O’Donnell is ap- 
pealing as his emotional . young 
daughter. 

John Hodiak gives a fine clear- 
cut performance as the American 
colonel who falls in love with Mrs. 
Miniver, and Leo Genn makes a 
forthright temperamental per- 
sonality of the middle-aged wooer. 
Richard Gale is a wholesome young 
lover and William Fox makes a 
delightfully Americanized young 
evacuee. Peter Finch registers a 
good character study as an excit- 
able Polish officer celebrating 
freedom. Minor roles are suitably 
cast. 

Direction by H. C. Potter is 
highly commendable, and much of 
the pic’s success will be due to his 
skill. Clem. 





Three Seerets 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 


Warners release of Milton Sperling 
(United States Pictures) preduction. 
Stars Eleanor Parker, Patricia Neal, Ruth 
Roman; features Frank Lovejoy, Leif 
Erickson, Ted de Corsia, Edmon Ryan. 
Directed by Robert Wise. Written by 
Martin Rackin and Gina Kaus; camera, 
Sid Hickox: music, David Buttolph: editor, 
Thomas Reilly. Tradeshown Aug. 22, °50. 
Running time, 98 MINS. 
ee ree ee Eleanor Parker 
Phyllis Horn Patricia Neal 
Ann Lawrence.. Ruth Roman 


Pe EEE ic cet cccoosqoees Frank Lovejoy 
| Bh eee eee Leif Erickson 
 POMOE . ccs ectcssi scene. oe Cara 
Saar ee rere ci Edmon Ryan 
Mark Harrison......... Larry Keating 
ee TS eee Katherine Warren 
PORE ROG .6. 2s ccass Arthur Franz 
FO errr eee Duncan Richardson 


An interesting triangle, but not 
the usual romantic kind, is posed 
in “Three Secrets.” As adult 
drama, well done with plenty of 
exploitation angles, it seems cer- 
tain to attract the distaff ticket- 





| boxoffice swath through most situ- 
| ations. 


Nub of the story revolves around | 


| three femmes, all of whom, five 
| vears previously, had given up a 
‘baby son for adoption. A private 
|plane crashes on a California 
mountain peak. The passengers 
are a married couple and the five- 
year-old son they had adopted. 
Only the boy lives. Each of the 
'three femmes figure it could be 
their child and they sweat it out 


cuers go about their work of sav- 
ing the boy. 

| Eleanor Parker represents the 
| respectable matron who got by her 
and has 
since married. Patricia Neal is the 
newspaper- 
woman, who gave up her son 
when marriage interfered with 
headline-hunting. Ruth Roman is 
the chorus girl, betrayed by a 
smooth producer whom she killed 
when kissed off. Because of dates 
and the faet all used the same 
'foundling home, the highly coin- 
cidental plotting has each believ- 


ing the waif on the mountain peak | 


is her own. 
Each of the three stars has a 
chance to tell her story via flash- 


| types of emotions involved. Miss | 
| Parker's footage is longer than her | F 
co-stars, and she scores decisively. | | 
for Miss | 


The same can be said 
Neal, who appears to decided ad- 
vantages, and for Miss Roman, 
very colorful as the girl who meted 
out her own revenge for a wrong. 
None of the femmes bows to the 
other in racking up personal per- 
formances that carry along the 
Martin Rackin-Gina Kaus scripting. 

Guiding this emotional tour de 
force through its varied tangents. 
,and doing a very expert job of it. 
is Robert Wise. He earns a decide.’ 
eredit in pacing and feeling, 
sharpening appeal particularly for 





buyers and cut a very comfortable | 


at a mountain lodge while the res- | 


back and each socks the distinctive | 


vision also emphasizes distaff in- 





cellent casting. 
| Male casters get the short end, 


only natural in a fen.me plot, but | 


come out very well. Frank Love- 


joy, the husband cast off by Miss. 


Neal; Leif Erickson, Miss Parker's 


‘understanding mate; Ted de Cor- | 
sia, hireling of the producer who | 
Edmon | 


|/ betrayed Miss Roman; 
Keating. a digging reporter, and 
Larry Keating, wire service boss, 
|}all are good. Katherine Warren 
| registers strongly as Miss Parker's 
mother. 

A lot of technical polish has 
been applied to the production by 
the behind-the-camera credits. Sid 


Hickox’ lensing, music score by 
David Buttolph, special effects. 
editing, and others lend expert 
contributions. Brog. 


Saddle Tramp 


(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Aug. 25. 
Universal release of Leonard Goldstein 

production. Stars Joel McCrea, Wanda 
lendrix: features John Russell, John Me- 
Intire, Jeanette Nolan. Directed by Hugo 
Fregonese. Story and screenplay, Harold 
Shumate; camera (Technicolor), Charles 
P. Boyle; editor, Frank Gross. Previewed 
Aug. 23, 50. Running time, 76 MINS. 


Crmem Cenmner...cccceves Joel McCrea 
DN: Vskbaaes as tees Ke Wanda Hendrix | 
era: John Russell | 
‘eee John McIntire | 
eee ee Jeanette Nolan 
SRA Russell Simpson 
DAE, . BEMEUIOROTO wo 6 o%ce ences , Ed Begley 
MN. +. 54te vs Coe CRD EER OSS Jimmy Hunt 
OO, 0 8b. oh.es cde eed Orley Lindcren 
0 SRE eae Gordon Gebert 
Butch ee ee Peer ee Gregory Moffett 
ae Te Antonio Moreno 
Slim Tien oe hae bees @ be ..John Ridgely 
‘i oy ee Walter Cov 
Pancho eee Cree . Joaquin Garay 
BE. 0565. 546 Cad bb sea Peter Leeds 
a Oe eer ee Michael Steele 
BOUIN O piseace sc Neecstesvess Sa Peon 


As a western that leans towards 
gentle humor, “Saddle Tramp” 
canters pleasantly along as _ suit- 
able screen’ entertainment for 
family situations. Name of Joel 
McCrea, plus Technicolor. adds 
some marquee weight to help it 
through its playdates. Business 
doesn’t look big but entertainment. 
content is good. 

McCrea does the title role. He's 
a cowpoke who lives an unhamper- 
ed existence, free to roam. but 
this is all changed when he finds 
himself the adopted uncle of four 
small boys, offspring of a friend 
who is accidentally killed while 
riding McCrea’s trick horse. 

Circumstances force McCrea to 
take a job to support the kids. He 
stashes them in a hidden: canyon 
camp while punching cattle for a 
rancher who is feuding with a 
neighbor over rustling. The 
rancher hates kids, so McCrea 
spends off hours swiping food for 
his family, now grown to five by 
the addition of Wanda Hendrix, 
runaway from a cruel uncle. 

Despite a generally leisurely 
pace and the accent on lightness. 
the Harold Shumate story finds | 
time for several action flares which | 
Hugo Fregonese’s direction point 
up excellently. There’s a certain, 
amount of suspense involved in. 
| keeping the kiddies hidden from | 
the rancher, and McCrea's dis- 
covery that the ranch foremen are.) 
stealing the cattle and causing the. 
feud paves the way for a good 
action finale. 

McCrea and Miss_ Hendrix 
please, as do John McIntire and 
| Antonio Moreno as. the rival 
| ranchers. John Russell, the crooked 
foreman; Jeanette Nolan, ranch, 
wife; Russell Simpson, Ed Begley 
and the four kiddies. Jimmy Hunt. | 
Orley Lindgren, Gordon Gebert 
and Gregory Moffett. are among 
others adding to the general home- 
ly air that helps this one. 

Very effective use is made of! 
“The Cry of the Wild Goose” as | 
the main theme of the musical | 
score directed by Joseph Gersh-| 
/enson. Tune aptly fits the McCrea 
character. Charles P. Boyle smart- 
ly handles the Technicolor cam- 
_eras to display the outdoor pro- 
| duction values, and editing keeps 
footage to a tight 76 minutes. 

Brog. 





Border Treasure 


RKO release of Herbert Schlom_ pro- 
duction. Stars Tim Holt: features Rich- 
ard Martin. Jane Nigh. Directed by 
George Archainbaud. Screenviay, Nor- | 
man Houston: camera, J. Rov Hunt: | 
music, Paul Sawtell: editor, Desmond 
Marquette. Tradeshown New York, Aug. | 
23, °50. Running time, 60 MINS. 

Ed Porter Tim Holt 


UN se deesaukbahevcndce Jane Nigh | 5 
Rey er ee John Doucette |’ 
MO. $v siceeusunnee’s 6 House Peters, Jr. ! 
PBEM ccc ccisvectecevessssss Inez Cooper 


Julien Rivero | 
Ken MacDonald | 
Vinee Barnett 
- Robert Peyton | 
David Leonard | 
Tom Monroe | 
verre Te Richard Martin 





Dimmick 


“Border Treasure” is a routine. 





| feminine audiences. Production set- however, the bandits have to reck- 
up under Milton Sperling’s super-' on with Tim Holt and his side. 


kick, Richard Martin, who acciden. 


| terest with tasty handling and ex- |tally become involved in the pros 


ceetiings. A first attempt by the 
culprits at snatching the loot fai)< 
due to opposition from Holt and 
Martin. But the crooks make a 
second try tor the cache and suc. 
ceed in hauling it off. However it 
doesn’t take Holt too much time to 
get the treasure back to its proper 
owner, in addition to rounding up 
the gang. 

Film has a couple of good action 
scenes, the best of which occurs 
in a barroom fight between Holt 
and John Doucette, head of the 
gang. Pic has the usual windup 
gun battle. 

Holt handles himself with as- 
surance. In contrast to his sure. 
footedness, Martin, as his Irish- 
Latino partner, gives the part the 
fumbling and native characteriza- 
tion it demands. Doucette and 
House Peters, Jr., hold down the 
chief heavy roles capably. Janet 
Nigh adds some s.a., as does Inez 
Cooper. 

Herman Schlom’s production 
and George Archainbaud’s direc. 
tion are standard for this type fare, 

Gros. 





Lonely Heart Bandits 
Hollywood, Aug. 25. 


_Republie production and release. (Asso- 
ciate producer, Stephen Auer.) Features 
Dorothy Patrick, John Eldredge. Barbra 
Fuller, Robert Rockwell, Ann Siven Di- 
rected by George Blair. Written by Gene 
Lewis: camera, Ellis W. Carter; film edie 
tor, Harry KeHer; music, Stanley Wilson, 
Reviewed Aug. 24, '50. Running time, 
60 MINS. 


Louise Curtis Dorothy Patrick 


| Tony Morell, alias Wade Antrim 


John Eldredge 
Laurel Vernon......... Barbra Fuller 
Lieut. Carroll........¢. Robert Rockwell 
PUNO SOPMIE, 6.6:0660a 0000 os Ann Doran 
Aaron Hart Richard Travis 


Se ee ee Dorothy Granger 
Bobby Crane.......... Erie Sinclair 
eT Par Kathleen Freeman 

al soccer ececceescens Frank Kreig 
Sheriff Polk........ e--..- Harry Cheshire 


Oo op , Sa_e William Schallert 
Elmer Jayson......... Howard J. Negley 
Stevedore ie: ik Sees amet ert John Crawford 
sneri@® York........ sa Eddie Dunn 
Jimmy Ward d Sammy MeKiin 
Detective Sianley......... Leonard Penn 


Dramatie expose of the opera- 
tions of swindlers in the lonely 
heart racket forms the basis of 
this moderate -budget program- 
mer. Will provide okay support 
in the dualers. 

Story is tightly packaged in 60 
minutes, and director George Blair 
sustains a good _ pace. Jobn 
Eldredge, suave mobster and con 
man, figures there's big coin to be 
developed in the lonely heart 
racket. He marries Dorothy 
Patrick, experienced in clipping 
the lovelorn, and pair's first vic- 
tim is a farmer, who's murdered 
after Eldredge is discovered steal- 
ing his bankroll. Second victim is 


a lonely widow whe contacted 
Eldredge via a_ lonely heart 
pamphlet. After a mail romance, 


the slickers arrive in the small 
town, posing as brother and sister. 
Following quick engagement, the 
widow is persuaded to cash her 
bonds and sell her property. But 
unsuccessful suitor ‘(Richard 
Travis) becomes suspicious when 
the widow disappears on a shop- 
ping trip to Chicago, and from 
there on it’s the regulation man- 
hunt dramatics with the cops fi- 
nally closing in on the _ two 
swindlers. 

Eldredge delivers a_ topgrade 
performance as {the slicker, and is 
ably assisted by Miss Patrick and 
Ann Doran. Supporting cast is 
particularly good. Photography 
and film editing are of standard 
quality. Walt. 





The Showdown 
Hollywood, Aug. 25. 


Republic release of William J. O'Sulli- 
Van production, Stars William Elliott, 
Walter Brennan, Marie Windsor; features 
Henry Morgan, Rhys Williams, Jim 
Davis, William Ching, Nacho Galindo. Di- 
rection and screenplay by Dorrell and 
Stuart McGowan; camera, Reggie Lanning: 
editor, Harry Keller; music, Stanley Wil- 


| son. Tradeshown Aug. 24, ’50. Running 
time, 85 MIN, : 

Shadrach Jones......... William Elliott 
, Capt. MacKellar ....... Walier Brennan 
cee ee Marie Windsor 
eer ae Henry Morgan 
CUEEE ve xerrcensaueed Rhys Williams 
COOBPER ...0.sv0sce VG saewss Jim Davis 
(| Mike Shattay .acesccceses William Ching 
SNE 5. ¢4's t030baenae ban Nacho Galindo 
a ee svessbavessse Leif Frickson 
perigee ciepepreqsery Henry Rowland 
A OO EER F Charles Stevens 
aa a eedoweretns Victor Kilian 
ee eee Keicnwes vic Yakima Canutt 


Guy Teague 
ES EON William Steele 
BAPOMAEE 60.4 bs 6 wi 6G 56% .... Jack Sparks 

“Showdown” injects some fresh 
twists in displaying western ad- 
venture and dramatics during @ 
cattle drive from Arizona to Mon- 
tana. It will carry through for 
satisfactory biz in the secondary 





low-budget western. Format offers | fitst-runs, but will generate a good 
'a trite yarn padded out with nom-| Pace in the subsequent and hinte! 


‘inal doses of shooting, fisticuffs 4and_ bookings. . 
‘and riding. Pie is okay for oater|. William Elliott shows fo excel 
| addicts, ; ww lent advantage in the lead spe 


| Yarn centers around an o , with a particularly forceful se 
/band’s attempt to hijack a hae He is solidly backed up 3 ole 
/valuable jewels and silver, being S‘ars Walter Brennan and Mar 
|shipped privately from Arizona to | Windsor, with a supporting © 
Mexico. In pulling this caper, 


(Continued on page 14) 
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Canadian Railway 
Show Busniess: 


Toronto, Aug. 29. 


First trans-Canada-railway strike 
in this Dominion’s history, which 
has tied up and immobilized the 
country’s rail transportation, has 
created immediate chaos in all 
amusement entertainment media. 
Strike has also meant all cancella- 
tion of telegraph communications 
and delivery of other than first- 
class mail, with resultant pile-up 
cf magazines and newspapers, and 
the airways restnictedly deciding 
what mailed matter they are pre- 
pared to carry. 

U. S. faced a similar strike 
threat last week when two rail- 
road unions announced a walkout 
for Monday (28). However, tieup 
was averted when the Government 
took over the rails. 

Hardest hit is the film exhibitor 
branch of the entertainment indus- 
try, with prints held up at all U. S.- 
Canadian border points for lack 
of express railway forwarding. 
Foreseeing the threat of the Cana- 
dian railways tieup a week ahead 
of the deadline of the strike, Fred 
Dillon, executive director of the 
Canadian Motior Picture Distribu- 
tors of Canada, set up emergency 
film depots in trans-Canada geo- 
graphical zones and provided for 
central distributing points. 


With no railway express facili- | 
ties available, a corps of trucks has | 


been assembled to distribute new 


films to central points and pick up | 
already-run prints; but within a 50- | 


mile radius of central points, man- 


agers have been instructed to mo-| 
tor in with played prints and then | 


pick up their new film commit- 
ments, and continue rotating this 
system, These emergency pickup 
spots across Canada will be main- 
tained until the railway strike 
ends. 


Print Shortage 


According to James R. Nairn, di- | 
rector of publicity for Famous Play- | 


ers (Canadian), which operates 
some 690 houses across the Do- 
minion, lavender prints are being 
brought into Toronto and Montreal 
for processing but this does not 
apply to Technicolor printing in 
Canada, for which there are no 
facilities. On black-and-white, there 
is a fair backlog but, should the 
railway strike run a further fort- 
night, there will be considerable 
chaos. Meanwhile, Famous Players 
(Canadian) has also set 
emergency truck shuttle service, 
with theatre managers at as many 
points as possible commandeered 
to bring in their played prints to 
central points and, themselves, 
transport new releases to their in- 
dividual situations. 

Airways lines are refusing to 
transport prints, with the exception 
of newsreels, this latter deemed to 
be a necessary public service. 
Meanwhile, there is a pileup at 


Vancouver of Technicolor films | 


originating from Hollywood points. 
Situation is further complicated by 
fact that Canadian telegraph of- 
fices will not send or accept mes- 
sages. Nor will Canadian airways 
companies acCept packages of mats 
or posters, because the Department 
of Communications has decreed 
that any extra plane space must 
be devoted 
first-class mail. On the part of film 
distributors in Canada, this has 
meant use of even taxicabs and 
high costs for lengthy distance 
runs, 




















| Goldwyn Footage | 


Continued from page 3 


story of a pathological boy ob-| 


sessed with the idea of getting a 
fine funeral for his mother to the 
Success of a priest in winning a 


misguided young man back to the. 


faith. 


It was for that reason that addi- | 


tional footage was shot of Dana 
Andrews, who plays the priest, but 


Was secondary in the original con- | 


ception of the pic to Farley 
Granger in the role of the boy. 
New scenes were written by Ben 


Hecht, since Philip Yordan, who. 


did the screenplay, was not avail- 
able. Likewise, direction was by 


Charles Vidor, since Mark Robson, | 


the original director, was on loca- 
tion with a Universal film, “Lights 
Out,” in the east. 

“Doom” is an adaptation of the 
novel by Leo Brady, Catholic U. 
professor. Goldwyn snapped up 
Screen rights for $150,000. 


| formance over the TV circuit. 


Strike Derails 
Exhibs Hardest Hit 


A. 


Zinneman to H’wood 
After ‘Teresa’ Winds 


Fred Zinneman leaves New York 
for the Coast tomorrow (Thursday) 
following several months of shoot- 

| ing in N. Y. and in Italy on Arthur 
| Loew’s production, “Teresa.” Direc- 





+> 


To Tour Rogers San 


Officers and directors of the 
| Will Rogers Memorial hospital at 
| Saranac Lake, N. Y., together with 
trade press reps, have been invited 
on a tour of the sanatorium Sept. 
| 23 and a weekend at the nearby 
|Schroon Lake home of Herman 
Robbins, board member. 


| Invitation, issued by prexy R. J. 





| O’Donnell and Robbins, asks of- | 


| ficials and trad? press to Robbins’ 
| home for weekend of Sept. 22-25. 
| While at the hospital, group will 
|tour the grounds, hold a long- 
| range planning meeting and attend 
a testimonial luncheon for Dr. 
George E. Wilson, medical director 
of the hospital, who celebrates his 
25th year with the institution this 
year, 


SWC Pact Seeks. 
Writer Control 
Of TV Material 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


Members of the Screen Writers 
Guild voted approval of a contract 
that would protect the rights of 
authors in their dealings with tele- 
vision companies. Provisions of 
the contract have not been dis- 








| closed, but it was learned that one 
provides that writers sell | 


clause 
their material in terms of one per- 
An- 


tor wound up camera work Mon- 
day (28) and will be back in New- 
York Oct. 1 for final cutting. His 
|plans after that are indefinite. 


| Stuart Stern, who scripted the 
| pic, is also going to Hollywood, 
|having left New York yesterday 
|(Tuesday). Pier Angeli, femme 
| star of “Teresa,” left for her na- 
| tive Italy last Saturday and hopes 
| to be back in New York in Decem- 
| ber for the film’s preem. 


| International and will be released 
| through Metro. 


ELC Setting Own 


— Offices Overseas 


Eagle Lion Classics will set up 
its own distribution offices in 
France and Denmark, Samuel L. 
Seidelman, company’s foreign sales 
manager, said this week. Seidel- 
man returned to the homeoffice 
Thursday (24) following a seven- 
| week European tour. 
| In addition to distributing 11 pix 
of its own annually, company will 
| probably also make a deal in 
| who'll with a French producer 
| 








who'll turn over his pix to ELC for | 


distribution in that country. Latter 
will not necessarily entail ELC dis- 
tribution of the French product in 
| the U.S. French exchange is sched- 
| uled to be opened early next year, 
while the Denmark office will be 
opened in Copenhagen next month. 
Company previously sold outright 
in the Scandinavian country. 

| The setting up of ELC’s own 
4 French office is a result of the 





Film is being financed by Loew’s | 


other is that writers of original | termination of its pact with Gamma 
material retain all rights and are| Films. Five-year distribution con- 
entitled to a percentage of the tract with Gamma is being ended 


French Censors Object to Violence 
In USS. Pix; Austria's 


Biz Improves 





v 


One Way to Do It 


Dick Weaver, flacking for 
Robert Stillman’s “Sound of 
Fury,” had star Lloyd Bridges 
in New York for a short stay 
last week Among the people 
he wanted to interview Bridges 
was New York Post critic Arch- 
er Winsten. But he couldn't 
get the two together on an 
appointment. 

Problem was finally solved 
when the press agent discov- 
ered that Bridges was going to 
see “The Consul,” Broadway 
legiter, that evening and that 
Winsten hadn’t seen it yet. 
Weaver came up with a ticket 
for the seat next to Bridges’ 
| and Winsten interviewed the 
| film player between the acts. 


| 











| 
| 
| 


RKO Mulls Pix 
At Mex Studio 
Aimed for US. 





Washington, Aug. 29. 


French censors are joining other 
countries in objecting to the ex- 
treme violence which recently has 
appeared in American pictures, ac- 
cording to the report of Nathan D. 
Golden, chief of the U.S. Com- 
merce Department film division. A 
number of these films have been 
prohibited for persons under 16 
years of age. 

Charge also was made by French 
censors that the average Holly- 
wood product is not for a mentally 
adult audience. French censorship 
is under a commission headed by 
the president of the Council, Min- 
isters of Justice, Foreign Affairs, 
Interior, National Defense, Indus- 
try and Commerce; Overseas 
France, National Education and 
Public Health and Population plus 
nine members designated by the 


‘minister in charge of information. 


Other developments reported by 
Golden are: 

There is new new life in Aus- 
tria’s production and distribution 
since the second quarter of 1950. 
Austria has signed an agreement 
with Western Germany calling for 
the annual import of 25 Austrian 
films in Allied Germany in ex- 
change for 75 German pix going 





into Austria. A deal was signed 
which would permit U. S. films to 


| be exhibited in the Soviet zone ‘of 


As a way of further reducing its | 


| losses in the Churubusco studios in | 


Mexico, RKO is considering ways 
| and means of bankrolling pix 
| which would be made on that lot 
| but aimed for the American thea- 
|tres. Major is reported ready to 
| put up part of the coin for films 
|turned out below the Rio Grande 
'as an inducement for indie pro- 
'ducers to use the Churubusco lot. 


| be shown 


| 


Austria. It provides that the same 
number of American pictures may 
in the Soviet zone as 
Russian pictures are shown in the 
allied zone of Austria. Heretofore, 


| there was no bar to Soviet pix go- 


| Company has accumulated nothing | 


but red ink from its part owner- 


cee ee : : . 
ship in the studio ever since it ac- 


ing into western Austria but Amer- 
ican films were barred from the 
eastern sector. 
U.S. Production Activity Helps 
Interest of American producers 
in making pictures in Austria is 
stimulating the domestic produc- 
tion there. With the help of some 


up an} 


to transportation of | 


total sale of the package to a spon- | 
Understood the proposition has 
ithe full backing of the Authors 
| League of America, the Dramatists 
| Guild and other SWG affiliates. It 
will be presented soon to TV sta- 
| tions, producers and advertising 
| agencies. 
Toward the close of the meeting 
| Fred Niblo, Jr., introduced a reso- 


|lution asking the members to vote | 
| in favor of condemning Communist | 
By that 


leanings among writers. 
time there was not a quorum pres- 
ent. The resolution will be taken 
up at the next meeting. 


‘Mrs. Leo Spitz, UN 
Film Advisor, Urges 
Pix as Best Envoy 


Better understanding between 
‘countries of the world can be 
| reached by means of the motion pic- 








‘ture, according to Mrs. Leo Spitz, 
‘wife of Universal International’s 
studio executives. 
‘film relations for the American 
' Assn. for the United Nations, she 
| sailed from New York last week to 
attend the World Federation of 
United Nations Conference, which 
begins in Geneva, Sept. 6. 

As one of the U. S. delegates to 
six-day session, Mrs. Spitz will 


| the 


| make a plea that the UN accord the | 


| film industries of every 
, adequate representation within the 
organization. At present none is 
extended. Way of life of America 
as well as the customs and qualities 


of other countries, she said, can. 


best be presented by films, for “it’s 
a universal language.” 
| However, Mrs. Spitz opined that 


national understanding can best 
be tackled by the commercial pic- 
ture industry rather than govern- 
ments themselves. “Our messages 
can gain better impact,” she said, 
“if they are kept within the realm 
of entertainment instead of larding 


a film with lectures and dry docu- | 


mentary touches.” 

Aliso en route to Europe with 
Mrs. Spitz were her husband, and 
Robert Goldstein, U-I’s eastern 
‘studio rep. They'll be abroad 
about a month for confabs with J. 
Arthur Rank, among other matters. 


An advisor on | 


country | 


such a program of spreading inter- | 


| by mutual agreement after only 
| one year. 
| Switzerland, France. Italy, Ger- 
| many and Austria. A contemplated 
| production setup between Gamma 
and EL also never materialized. 
ELC is planning to work out a plan 
| for direct distribution of its own 
| product in the countries currently 
being handled by Gamma.  For- 
eign distribution of ELC product, 
except in countries named, is 
handled by J. Arthur Rank. 

Seidelman also noted that possi- 
bility of ELC production abroad at 
the present time is practically nil. 
Company, he stated, doesn’t have 
to produce abroad inasmuch it 
doesn't face blocked currency sit- 
uation of other distribs. ELC’s 
currency from foreign countries 
can be transferred to sterling in 
London and be immediately con- 
verted into dollars via the arrange- 
ment by which EL distribs Rank 
product in the U.S. This is in line 
with an agreement made with Bank 
of England in 1946. Pact, however, 
which expires next year, covers 
only those countries in which Rank 
| distributes and will not be renew- 
able. 














Arthur’s Gripe 


Continued from page 4 

















|/entertainment for the masses at 
admission prices everybody could 
‘afford ...we do believe, however, 
that from time to time a certain 
/amount of pioneering and experi- 
'/mentation is necessary so that our 
theatres will not become stagnant.” 

Posing a _ rhetorical question, 
Grainger asked Arthur what he 


thought of ‘“‘Lost Weekend” before | 


it became a success, as well as his 
opinion of “Pinky,” “Gentleman’s 
Agreement,” “Johnny Belinda,” 
“Lady in the Dark” and “many 
other pictures that weren’t pro- 
duced along the formula laid down 
by you.” 
confined filmmaking strictly along 
lines laid down by Arthur, the 
market would then be “‘glutted” 
by too many pix of the same type. 

Still another theatreman’s point 





of view is that of M. A. Lightman, | 


Sr., Memphis circuit operator who 
controls some 55 theatres in that 
| area. 


Gamma’s been handling | 
distribution of EL product in Spain | 


He added that if studios | 


Just returned from a visit | 


hows ; : .| Swiss financing, the moribund 
: > three years | Q 7s ; 

a that slice some 4 | Austrian production is coming back 
; ito activity. During the second 


Financing of indie production 
| would he the second step in RKO 
management’s salvaging operations. 


| After protracted dickering, RKO| 


|released during the second 1950 
| quarter, both doing sock first-run 


| recently maneuvered a merger of 
{the Churubusco and Azteca lots, two 
| largest in Mexico. Following the 
|melding of ownership, Azteca studio 
|} has now been shuttered. Opera- 
itions have proven uneconomical 
' because there is not enough film 
activity to keep both lots working 
at anything near capacity. 

Under the merger deal, RK 
takes 30° of the stock interest in 
the two studios; Emilio Azcarraga, 
RKO’s partner in Churubusco, gets 
30%, and Azteca owners, 30%. Re- 
maining 10% is going to the Na- 
tional Credito bank, Mexican gov- 
ernment agency, which holds bonds 
issued by Churubusco. 





Metro Woos Cummings 
In Schary Drive to Build 
Strong Producer Stable 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Metro is talking new term deal 
| with Jack Cummings. Vet pro- 
ducer’s pact with Culver lot winds 
up around first of year, and studio 
|is anxious for him to stay on. 





| brightest musicals, including 
|“Three Little Words,” now in cur- 
‘rent release. 

Present dickerings are in 
with studio’s policy of maintaining 
as powerful a producer staff as 
possible, and in contradiction to 
report that Dore Schary regime is 
whittling down the “old guard” as 
_their contracts expire. Cummings 
has been a producer for 20 years, 
coming up from Metro short sub- 
jects department, and overtures for 
him to remain are being initiated 
several months before actual date 
of his ticket stoppage. 

Company has been doing a bit 





states, but this is because studio ts 
overloaded with producers. At the 
'moment, there are 28 on the 
| roster, more than su 


' fill program which company will 
| turn out next year. 


quarter of the year, five films were 


begun and four others slated for . 


early production. 
Cuba: Two Cuban pictures were 


|business in Havana where one 


| opened simultaneously in 10 thea- 


jtres and the other in 12 houses. 
|American films continue tops in 


| Havana. 
| this year, 


During the first half of 
124 of U.S. features were 


(released in Havana and grossed 


| $1,183,890 on their first-runs, which 


was 78% of all first-run grosses 
during the period. 

Argentina: A film agreement 
with France is reported imminent. 
Under it, Argentine pictures would 
be shown in France in exchange 
for 20 French films screened in 
Argentina. Country is also seeking 
to get a large quantity of French 
raw stock to ease the existing 
squeeze. Dollar exchange shortage 
is limiting the amount of U. S. 
stock which is being purchased. 
Argentine producers are seeking to 
work out a reciprocal deal for the 





He | 
has turned out some of company’s | 


line | 


of producer retrenchment, Schary | 


Producers affected, and Schary | 


showing of pictures with Italy. 
Under the Argentine-Spanish agree- 
i;ment of 1948, 50 pictures were ex- 
|ported to Spain, of which 35 have 
| been exhibited. New exchange deal 
| has been made with Mexico but not 
ratified. 





Korda Books Pic Direct 
To Up Distrib Potential 


Following a plan it has used on 
'other pix previously, Sir Alexander 
'Korda’s London Film Productions 
‘has booked “The Happiest Days of 
‘Your Life” into the Little Carne- 
gie, N. Y., directly rather than 
ithrough a distrib. Plan is to dem- 
‘onstrate the film’s b.o. power, so 
that a more favorable distribution 
deal can be obtained for the U. S. 
market than would otherwise be 
| possible. That’s what has happened 
|several times in the past. 

Pic goes into the Little Carnegie 
following the run of “Eye Witness.” 
“Life” is a Frank Launder-Sidney 
|Gilliat production starring Alastair 


fficient to ful- Sim and Margaret Rutherford. 





PAR’S XMAS SHORT 


Paramount has wound up pro- 





; all 
Wayne Starrer Goes | 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. | can still make money with good 


i 


| Hollywood is definitely feeding us 


ith Warners, rolled today (29). ( 
‘ }the best in the business today.” 


Patricia Neal has femme lead. 


| to the Coast, he said that “despite | 
the competition that motion | 
| pictures face today an exhibitor, 


“Operation Pacific,” first John pictures and good casts. I’m con- | 
Wayne starrer under new contract vinced from my trip west that) 


said there undoubtedly would be a duction of the 1950 Christmas seal 
couple of others to follow Sam trailer for the National Tubercu- 
Marx’s already - announced forth- | losis Assn. Briefie features Ray Mil- 
| Marx’s departure in effort to get land and plugs te charity group's 
down to a balanced figure, are annual appeal for funds. 

those whose records are the least|’ Clip will be attached to news- 
showy, according to production reels of all 
\ head. showing in December. 


five companies for 
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‘Sunset 


Soars to Record $52,000 
In 2 L.A. Spots; ‘Place’ Nice 316, 


Horde 14G; ‘Kiss’ Robust 246, 2d 


a 





Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

With two new pictures doing | 
nicely or better, general biz out- 
look is improved this session de- 
spite some dull entries. Record- 
smashing week is in sight for ““Sun- 
set Boulevard,” which is topping | 
the five new bills. “Sunset” is ex- 
pected to hit nearly $52,000 in two 
theatres, grabbing $16,500 in the 
first four days at Hollywood Para- 
mount to achieve a new house mark 
for that period. 

“In a Lonely Place,” also in two 
houses, is 
Other newcomers are sluggish. 

“Broken Arrow” is topping the 
holdovers with a very good $34,000 
in five situations on second week, 
with “Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” | 
- hitting good $24,000 in three spots | 
for second and final frame. “Sum- 
mer Stock,” in third round in two 
sites, is heading for an okay $18,- 
500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 2,- 
048; 1,719; 1,248; 2.296; 60-$1)— 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) (2d wk). 
Fine $34,000. Last week, stout 
$54,900. 

Hollywood, Downtown, 
(WR) (2,756; 1,757; 2.344; 


' 
i 


Wiltern 
60-$ L)— 


“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
(2d wk). Good $24,000. Last week, 
neat $37,000. 


Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 
404: 1,538; 60-$1)—"*‘Summer Stock” 
(\I-G) (3d wk). Oke $18,500. Last 
week, good $24,500. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) 

890; 2,812; 50-$1)—‘In Lonely 
Place” (Col) and “When You're! 
Smiling” ‘Col). Nice $31,000. Last 
week, “Treasure Island” (RKO)! 
and “Beaver Valley” (RKO) (2d) 
wk), $20,600. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- | 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 40-$1) | 
—“Sunset Boulevard” (Par) and/| 
“Lonely Hearts Bandit” (Rep) (L.A. 
only). Socko $52,000 or near. Last | 
week, “Furies” (Par) and “Trigger, | 
Jr.” (Rep) (2d wk), $11,700. 

Orpheum (Metropolitan) (2.210; 
§0-$1)—“It’s Small World” ‘EL) 
(2d run) with Count Basie orch, 
Sugar Chile Robinson onstage. 
Nice $17,000. Last week, “Stars in 
Crown” (M-G) ‘with Hawaii), $10,- 
700. 

Hawaii, Rialto, Beverly Hills 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Philly; ‘Sunset’ Wham 
24G, ‘Words’ Fine 256 


Philadelphia, Aug. 29. 


doing a nice $31,000. | 


as 


‘Treasure’ Rich $12,000 
In Buff; ‘Kiss’ Same 


Buffalo, Aug. 29. 

The weather is working against 
the film theatre biz here this stanza. 
Top straight-pix combos are 
“Treasure Island” at the Century | 
and “Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye.” 
Latter shapes especially strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo ‘Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Lady Without Passport” ‘M-G) 
and “Happy Years” ‘(M-G). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, “Broken Ar- 
row” (20th), fine $16,300. 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Trial Without Jury” (Rep) plus 
Duke Ellington oreh and Ella Fitz- 
gerald topping stageshow (4 days). 
Fancy $16,000. Last week, “Iro- 
quois Trail” ‘UA) and “Kiss For 
Corliss” (UA), $10,000. 

Center (Par) (2.100; 40-70)—“Kiss 
Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB). Sturdy 
$12,000. Last week, “Sunset Boule- 
vard” (Par) (2d wk), big $8,500. 


Lafayette ‘Basi!) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“G.I. Joe” ‘UA) and “Punctured | 
Romance” (EL) (reissues). Near 


rock bottom at $7,500. Last week, 
“Louisa” (U) and “Spy Hunt” (U), | 
fine $11,000. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)\—‘‘Treasure Island” (RKO). Ro- 
bust $12,000. Last week, “Our 
Very Own” (RKO) (2d wk), $10,000. 





Desert Torrid 


$12,000, Pitt Ace 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 29. 
Harris has latched on to a win- 
ner in “Desert Hawk.”’ which got 
battered by crix but still seems to 


. 


be what the doctor ordered at the | 


boxoffice. “Our Very Own” is 
holding up fine in third week at 
Fulton, but “Kiss Tomorrow Good- 
bye” at Stanley looks disappoint- 
ing. “Sunset Boulevard” in see- 
ond stanza at Penn is slipping 


| somewhat. 


‘Pants’ Sturdy $21,000, 


'“Our Very Own” (RKO) (3d wk). 


Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1.700; 45-80)— 


This one’s best thing house has had 
all summer. Third straight sock 
weekend insures around $7,000 on 
the windup, fine. Last week, 


| $9.000. 


Harris (Harris) ‘2.200: 45-80)— 


| 
| 
j 
| 
{ 
' 
! 


‘ 


IN SLUGGISH L’VILLE 


Louisville, Aug. 29. 

Biz is spotty this week, 
downtown houses apparently in a 
summer rut. Driveins, television, 
and outdoor diversions are potent, 


! and film houses are feeling it. Best 


‘grosser looks like Rialto. with 
“A. & C. in Foreign Legion” with 
Okay session. ‘Convicted with 


“Good Humor Man” at Loew’s 
State is fairish. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 
45-65'—“‘Quicksand” (UA). Modest 
$4,500 at best. Last week, “Kiss 
Tomorrow Goodbye” ‘WB), fair 
$5,500. 

Rialto 
45-65) 


(3,000; 
Foreign 


(Fourth Avenue) 
& €. in 


‘LEGION’ OKAY $11,000 < 


j 
| 


with 


| 


| 


i this week. 


Legion” (U) and “Spy Hunt” (U),! 


$11,000. 
(20th), 


Not big, but satisfactory 
Last weck, ““Broxen Arrow” 
oke $9,500, and m.o. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) — 
“Convicted” (Col) and “Good 
Humor Man” ‘Col). Mild $9,000. 
Last week, “Asphalt Jungle” (M-G) 
and “Skipper Surprised His Wife” 
(M-G), $8,500. 


Strand (FA) (1.200; 45-65) — 
“Trigger, Jr.” (Rep) and “Aven- 
gers” (Rep). Light $4,000. Last 


week, “Three Came Home” (20th), 
$5,000. 





Mpls. Up; Laine Boosts 
‘Duchess’ Giant $35,000, 


| “Mystery 


‘Furies’ 66, ‘Ocean’ 116, 


Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 

Favorable show biz weather and 
a mild boxoffice upturn are more 
than upset currently by opposition 
from Ahe Minnesota State Fair 
which is on way to attract 1,0v0,- 
000 attendance in nine days. How- 
ever, nothing can stop Radio City 
with Frankie Laine and Patti Page 
topping stageshow and “Duchess 
of Idaho” on screen. Looms smash 


for best at house in weeks. “711 
Ocean Drive” looks biggest new 
straight-filmer at Orpheum. In ad- 


dition to the fair, the roller derby 
and champ Minneapolis baseball 


ing film theatres 
Estimates for This Week 
Century ‘Par) ‘1,600; 50-70) — 
“Sunset Boulevard” ‘Par) ‘m.o.). 
Highly praised and much liked pic- 
ture stil) rolling after big initial 
Radio City stanza. Good $6,000. 


Last week, “Kiss for Corliss” (UA), 
| light $4,000. 

Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70) — 
“Cactus Creek” (U). Mild $4,200. 


Last week, “The Lawless” (Par), 


$3,800. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-85)— 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G) and 
Frankie Laine, Patti Page topping 
stageshow. Laine is ace magnet 
_ but picture also is winning orchids. 





Despite being near end of the | He x 
big venation ae, first-run film | “Desert Hawk” (U). Crix laughed | Giant $35,000. Last week, “Sunset 


biz continues bullish here. Return | this one off but it’s doing fine at , Boulevard” (Par), hefty $17,000 at 
of stage fare with bill topped by better than $12,000, top gross here | 50-70c scale. 

The Ravens and Dinah Washing- | in many weeks. Last week, “Stella” RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
ton plus “Tattooed Stranger” is ‘20th) hit rock bottom with $6.000. , 70) — “711 Ocean Drive” (Col), 
bringing socko session to the Earle. | Penn ‘Loew’s) (3.300; 45-80)— Nice $11,000. Last week, “Our 
“Sunset Boulevard” looks smash at. “Sunset Boulevard” (Par) (2d wk). | Very Own” ‘RKO), big $12,500. 

the Goldman while “Three Little Dropping off to $12.000 on h.o.| RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,800; 35-70)— 
Words” is giving the Randolph a Last week, picture fell down in «Oy Very Own” (RKO) (m.o.). 
fine stanza. “Fancy Pants” looks the stretch after strong getaway Here after clicking at Orpheum. 
strong at Stanley but more was | 2nd wound up with $19,500, big. | Hep $6,500. Last week, “Kill Um- 


expected. aqptanley (WB) (3.800; 45-80)— | pire” (Col) and “David Harding” 
Estimates for This Week Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB). (Col), soft $5,000. i 
Boyd (WB) (2,360: 50-99)—| Opening day very good but started 


State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“The 
Furies” (Par), Strong selling job 
but only landing poor $6,000. Last 


“Pretty Baby” (WB) (2d wk). Slim to slip, and looks mild $12.000. : 
$9,500 after $15,000 opener. Last week. “Pretty Baby” (WB), 
Earle (WB) (2,700: 50-99)—*“Tat- | socked at finish to land $10,000. 
tooed Stranger” (RKO) with The|, Warner (WB) (2.000; 45-80)— 
Ravens, Dinah Washington, Arnett | “San Quentin” - (WB) and “Alca- 
Cobb onstage. Socko $30,000. Last | traz Island” (WB) (reissues). Do- 
week, “San Quentin” (WB) and | ing all right at around $7.500. Last 


‘and “Return Frontiersman” (WB), 
slow $5,500. 


“So Proudly We Hail” (Par) fre- week, “Happy Years” (M-G), tepid 


go0d $14,000. 
issues), same. $2,400. 


Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-99)—“Panic 
in Streets” (20th) (2d wk). Off to 
$15.000. Last week, big $21,000. | ‘ 

Goldman ‘Goldman) (1.200; 50- 
99) — “Sunset Boulevard” (Par). | 
Smash $24,000. Last week, “Furies” | 
(3d wk), $10,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1.000: 50-99) | 
—‘“‘Happy Years” (M-G) (2d wk). | 
D | $4,000. Last week, $5,000. | 

| 


Sunset Socko $7,000, Det. Leader: 
‘Arrow Sharp 366; ‘Words’ 14G, 2d 


,.._ J#stbaum (WB) ‘4.360; 50-99)— 
Detroit, Aug. 29. 


ss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 


‘is $9.000. Last week, excellent $18.- 
(3d wk 


‘Louisa’ Loud At 





'club, now in first place, are hurt- | 


week, “50 Years Before Eyes” (WB) | 


World (Mann) (400; 50-85)—“Hid- | 
“Alcatraz Island” (WB) (reissues), | week, “Wake Island” (Par) and = den Room” ‘EL). Mild $2,500. Last | 





Mont’! Still Big; ‘Eagle’ 
Lofty 166; ‘Own’ 126, 2d 


Montreal, Aug. 29. 
National railway strike does not 
appear to be hurting much here 
And holdevers in all 
but two deluxers are still drawing 
hefty returns. “Eagle and Hawk” 


looms as top new pic at Capitol. | 


“Annie” in third week at Loew’s 
still leads the field. ‘Our Very 
Own” also is-great in second Pal- 
ace frame. 
Estimate for This Week 
Palace (C. T.) (2,625; 34-60)— 


“Our Very Own” (RKO) (2d wk). | 


Holding big at $12,000 following 
okay first week of $13,000. 

Capitol (C. T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
“Eagle and Hawk” (Par). Strong 
$16,000 or near. Last week, “Wom- 
on Pier 13” (RKO), $12,000. 

Princess (C. T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
Street” (M-G). Okay 
$10,500. Last week, “Wagonmas- 
ter” (RKO), $7,500. 

Loew’s (C. T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Big $20,000 not far from socko 
$24,000 done in second week. 

Imperial (C. T.) (1,839; 34-60)— 
“Colt .45” (WB) (2d wk). Down to 
$4.500 after bangup first at $10,000. 

Orpheum (C. T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 


“So Young, So Bad” ‘UA) and} 
“Destination Murder’ ‘UA) ‘4th 
wk). Still stout at $5,500 after 


$6,500 in third round. 





$15,500 in Prov. 


Providence, Aug. 29. 

Heavy exploitation is helping 
“Louisa” at RKO Albee to great 
figure. Other stands look to get 
just average biz. “Kiss Tomorrow 
Goodbye” shapes fair at the Ma- 
jestic. “In Lonely Place” is fair 
at State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) 
“Louisa” (U) and “Rider From 
Tucson” (RKO). Sock $15,000. Last 
week, “Back to Bataan” (RKO) 
and “First Yank Into Tokvo” 
(RKO) (reissues), (2d wk), fairish 
$4,000 in 4 days. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 45-65) — 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
and “Vanishing Westerner” (Rep). 
Fairly steady $10,000. Last week. 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) and ‘Tim- 
ber Fury” ‘EL), neat $13,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“‘Arabian Nights’ ‘FC) and 
“Sudan” (FC) (reissues). Opened 
Monday (28). Last week, “All 
Quiet Western Front” (Indie) and 
“Bayonet Charge” (Indie) (reis- 
sues), good $7,000. 


State ‘Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“In | 


Lonely Place” (Col) and “Captive 
Girl” (Col). Fair $11,000. Last week 
“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col), 
$12,000. 


| Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) | 


—‘‘Sunset Boulevard” (Par) and 
“New Pioneers” (Par), Opened 
Monday (28). Last week, “Stella” 
(20th) and “Home in San Antone” 
(Par), poor $7,500. 


Can. Rail Strike Bops 
Toronto; ‘R. I. Trail’ 106 





Toronto, Aug. 29. 


' 


— | 


. (Off to drab $10,000. Last! Socko biz looms this week. 900. | 
week, $19,000. “Broken Arrow” at the Fox ap-|__United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- pears good while comparatively 95)—‘Return of Jesse James” (Lip) | 


9° —“Three Little Words” (M-G). stronger is the Michigan at terrific @nd “Shot Billy Kid” (Lip). Fair 


Fine $25,000. Last week, “Duchess tat: 1 “SC d * $6,000 Las y “Star i 
wr Pee . ~ SS total with “Sunset Blvd.” “Three UU. ast week, “Stars in 
of Idaho” (M-G) ‘4th wk), $10,000. Little Words” continues smash for Crown” (M-G)—$5,000. 

Pe coge: 4 Be ee an. second week at Adams. Bee a (1,800: 70-95) 
Pane ants” (Par). ancy $21.-| re : . “Where Sidewalk Ends” (20th). 
060 or close. | Last week, “T11 | r a ~ yy Week Fair $12,000. Last week “Great 
O-ean Drive (Col) (2d wk),! , Fox Fox-Detroit) (5.000; 70-95)— Jewel Robber” ‘WB) and “Trigger 
$14 000. Broken Arrow” (20th). Good $36.- Jy” (Rep), $4,000 "| 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— 900. Last week, “Where Sidewalk dams (Balaban) (1.700: 70-95)— 


“Re.urn of Jesse James” (Lip) and Ends” (20th) and “Bunco Squad” “Three Little: Words” (M- 
“Shot Billy the Kid” ‘Lip). Nice | (RKO), $28,000. 1g Pe i 


$7.000. _ Last week, “Convicted”| Michigan ‘United Detroit) (4.000; opener. 

(Co'), tidy $20,000 for 11 days. 70-95)—“‘Sunset Boulevard.” ‘Par).| Downtown (‘Balaban (2.900: 70- 
_Trans-L x (T-L) (500; 50-99)— Socko $27,000. Last week, “Duchess 95)—“Cariboo Trail” (20th) ’ and 
“CL ostinati Moon” ‘EL) (2d wk).| of Idaho” ‘(M-G) (2d wk), $11,000. “Lucky Losers” ‘Mono) (2d wk). 


Soiid $9.000 after terrific $12,000 


Palms ‘UD) ‘2.900; 70-95)—“711 
breakaway. 


‘Ocean: Drive” (Col) (2d wk). Par $8,000, 


'“Colt .45” 


wk). Fine $14,000 after tail $20,000 | 


Fair $5,000. Last week, surprise 
i 


National railways strike, plus first- 
week opening of the Canadian Na- 
tional Exhibition, is initially dent- 
ing biz here to some extent. Rail 
tie-up actually is reducing summer 
holiday exodus and is expected to 
boost film trade. Meanwhile. “Sun- 
set Boulevard” at two houses still | 
tops the town on second frame to | 
near-capacity biz. Holdover of | 
“Colt .45” and fourth stanza of 
“Our Very Own” are continuing | 
to neat returns. None of new en- 
tries is strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, | 
State (20th) (1,059; 955: 698: 694: 
33-57)—"“Rock Island Trail” (Rep) 
and “Every body's Dancing” (Indie) 
light $10,000. ‘Last week, “Young 
Lovers” (EL) and “Golden Gloves 
Story” (EL), $10,500. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373: 37-59) — 
(WB) (2d wk). Neat $9.- 
000 after last week’s lusty $14,606. 
i Loew's (Loew) (2,096: 38-67) — 
Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Tapering to fair $5.500 after last 
— $8,000. | 

Nortown, University (FP) (959: 
1,556; 38-67)—“Sunset istevant 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Very Own’ Rousing $20,000 in Hub; 
‘Louisa’ Lively 216, Place Mild 226 


Boston, Aug. 29. 

Newcomers, “Our Very Own” 
at Astor and “Louisa” at Memorial, 
are way out in front this stanza 
while “In a Lonely Place” at Or- 
pheum and State shapes mild. 
| Holdovers at other major houses 
are slipping although “Broken 
|Arrow” at Met looks okay in 
second week. “Destination Moon” 
at Boston is down sharply in 
second frame. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95) ~ 
“Our Very Own” (RKO). Hypoed 
by appearance of Joan Evans on 
opening, should hit smash $20.000. 
Last week, “The Men” (UA) (4th 
wk), $5,400. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85) — 
“Destination Moon” (EL) and “Be- 
, ware of Blondie” (Col) (2d wk). 
Off to about $11,000 after nice 
$18,000 for first. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” ‘(WB) 
and “Snow Dog” (Mono) (2d wk). 
Oke $4,000 after $6,000 for 


opener. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85) 
—‘“Louisa” (U). Nifty $21,000. 
Last week, “Where Sidewalk 
Ends” (20th), $15,500. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
85)—“Broken Arrow” (20th) and 
“Triple Trouble’ (Mono) ‘2d wk). 
Off to $17,000 after strong $24,000 
for first. 

Orpheum ‘Loew) (3,000; 40-85) 
—‘‘In Lonely Place” (‘Col) and 
|“Skipper Surprises Wife” ‘(M-G). 
| Mild $14,000. Last week, “Three 
| Litthe Words” (M-G) (2d wk), oke 
$15,000. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—‘‘Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
and “Snow Dog” (Mono) (2d wk). 


Fine $10,500 after $14,500 for 
opener. 

State (Loew) (£,500; 40-85) — 
“In Lonely Place” (Col), and 
“Skipper Surprises Wife” ‘(M-G), 
Slender $8,000. Last week, “Three 
Little Words’ (M-G) ‘2d wk), 
$9,000. 





‘Sunset’ Bangup $17,000, 
St. Louis; ‘Kiss’ Snappy 
166, ‘Forest’ Nice 156 


St. Louis, Aug. 29. 

Despite heavy rain Sunday atter- 
noon and the following morning, 
grosses at most mainstem houses 
will show a slight gain this round 
over the past stanza. “Kiss Tomor- 
row Goodbye” and “Sunset Boule- 
vard” shape standout. “Treasure 
Island” is doing okay in third week. 
“Louisa” and “Broken Arrow” 
paired on moveover at the Mis- 
souri, shape fancy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F&M) (5,000;  60-75)— 
“Fancy Pants” (Par) and “The Law- 
less” (Par). Opened today ‘Tues.). 
Last week, “Sunset Boulevard” 
(Par) and “Women from Headquar- 
ters” (Rep), robust $17,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Rogues Sherwood Forest” (Col) 
and “Federal Agent at Large” 
(Rep). Nice $15,000. Last week, 
“Lady Without Passport” ‘(M-G) 
and “No Sad Songs” (Col), $14,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60)— 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) and “Lou- 
isa” (U) (m.o.). Fancy at $13,000. 
Last week, “711 Ocean Drive” ‘Col) 
and “Fortunes Capt. Blood” ‘Col) 
(2d wk), $11,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 60)— 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
and “The Great Jewel Robber 
(WB). Stout $16,000. Last week, 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) and ‘Triple 
| Trouble” (Mono), $14,000. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 60-75)— 
“Treasure Island” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Still good at $5,000 following $6,500 
for second session. 





SQ YOUNG’ STOUT IN 


SLOW CLEVE, $10,000 


Cleveland, Aug. 29. 
is not so brisk at first- 
runs this week. “Panic in Streets 
at Palace looks about average. 
“So Young, So Sad” looms neat at 
Stillman. 

Estimates for This Week 
Alben (Warners) (3,000; 55-75)— 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) (2d wk). 
Extra nice $14,000, following $16 
500 last stanza. - 
Esquire (Community) (704; 5°- 
75\—"If This Be Sin” (UA). Good 
$4,000. Last week, “Rocking Horse 
Winner” (U), $2,500. A 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-75) — 
“Underworld Story” (UA). Slew 
$12,000. Last week, “D. O. A. 
(UA), same. 
Ohio (Loew's) (1,205; 55-75) — 
“Return of Jesse James” ‘LIP’. 
Fair $5,000. Last week, “Happs 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Chi Chilly, Biz Hot; Hope's ‘Pants 
Plus Borge Tall $60,000, ‘Baby’ 176, 
Peggy Big 116, Heaven’-Stage 496, 2d 


Chicago, Aug. 29. + 
Top quality pics, together with | 
some very cool weather, has | 
poosted business at first-runs this | 
session, with conventioneers and | 
vacationers providing good uplift. | 
Chicago entry of “Fancy Pants,” | 
with Vietor Borge heading vaude, | 
shapes tall $60,000 or better. New-| playin;, percentage, hence the 
comer ‘ Peggy” at the Roosevelt,/ estimated figures are net in- 
looks great for this house, with | come. . 
brisk $11,000. State-Lake’s “‘Pretty | The parenthetic admission 
Babv” appears ripe $17,000. Palace | prices, however. as indicated, 
enirv, “Shakedown” and “Father include the U S. amusement 
Makes Good,” looms good $11,000.| tax. 


After record-cracking first week, 


Oriental a ay Blue | ¢ n ; 

Heaven,” with A organ topping | 

stageshow, is heading for fast | ouisa as 

$49,000. “All Quiet on Western | 

Front” and companion reissue, | 


“Bayonet Charge,” hit four-month | _ ° 
high at Grand, and still is nifty} 1 n S 
$13,500 in second frame. Another | e 


recerd maker, “711 Ocean Drive” | 
at the Woods, is flashy $14,000 in Indianapolis, Aug. 29. 
fifth week. “So Young, So Bad,”| Weekend heat wave resulted in 
in second week at United Artists, | Spotty biz at first-run houses here, 
should pull in brisk $10,000. | with most prospects only moderate. 
—. | “Louisa,” hypoed by Charles €o0- 
Estimates for This Week !burn’s personal appearances open- 
Chicago (B&K) (3,000; 50-98\— ing day, is doing socko at the 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take. when 








Omaha Uneven But ‘Rose’ 


Although weather is ideal, the 
boxoffice got off to a nervous start 
'over the weekend. Sag started the 
last part of the past week when 
pictures that looked terrific gross- 
/ers suddenly dived. The Orpheum 
with “The Skipper Surprised Wife” 


| Omaha, Aug. 29. 


plus Chuch Foster band onstage | 


| will do the top gross at upped 


‘prices but session shapes below | 


| average for band shows at spot. 


| “Black Rose” looks fairly nice at | 


Paramount. 


Estimates for This Week 

| Orpheum (Tristates’ (3,000; 20- 
, 80)—“Skipper Surprised Wife” (M- 
G) with Chuch Foster orch, acts 
| onstage. Moderate $15,500. Last 
; week, “Louisa” (U) and “Fifty 
| Years Before Eyes” (WB), $10,000 
at 16-65c scale. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 25-75)— 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G). Playing 
| at sharply upped prices for house 
| and holdouts nightly should get 
;} sock $6,000 despite limited capa- 
|city. Holdover certain. Last week, 
|“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) (5th wk- 
| 6 days), $3,500. 


| Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- | 
Fairly | 


65)—“Black Rose” (20th). 
| strong $11,500 looms. Last week, 
“Three Little Words” (M-G), $12,- 
000. 


| Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— | 


| Our Very Own” (RKO) (2d wk). 
| Still fine at $6,000; first week was 
| sock $8,500. 


les 1136 Ow’ 66 2 ; Heat, Holdovers Hit B’way; ‘Sunset 


Vivid 1626, 3d; ‘Stella’-Berle $90,000, 


Torrid weather starting last 
weekend and continuing through 
yesterday (Tues.) is taking its toll 
at Broadway firstruns this session. 
Absence of any strong newcomers 
also is denting the overall total. 
Outdoor events and activities at- 
tracted thousands over the week- 
end, with theatres suffering accord- 


ingly. Majority of larger houses | 


are priming new strong bills to 
take advantage of the Labor Day 
(4) weekend. 

The Music Hall continues way 

out in front with “Sunset Boule- 
vard” and _ stageshow although 
now in the third week. It appears 
headed for better than $162,000 
after actually topping the initial 
stanza with the second week's 
total. Appears in for six weeks or 
maybe longer. 
_ Milton Berle and his TV revue 
is keeping “Stella” high in the 
chips on the second week at the 
| Roxy, with smash $90,000 in pros- 
, pect. Combo hit a terrific $114,- 
000, considerably over hopes, in 
first round. 

Leading straight film is “Treas- 
| ure Island” at Mayfair, with a 


“Fancy Pants” (Par) with Victor 
Rorge heading stageshow. Smash 
$60,000 or over. Last week, | 
“Louisa” (U) with Billy Eckstine, 
Blackburn Twins and Martha 
Stewart onstage (2d wk) $59,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1.200; 50-98)— 
“Quiet on Western Front” (U) and 
“Bayonet Charge” (U) (reissues) 
(2d wk). Neat $13,500. Last week, | 
$16,000. 
Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 50-98)— | 
“My Blue Heaven” (20th). plus Al 
Morgan topping stage bill (2d wk). 


Solid $49,000. Last week, $61,000. | 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— | 


“Shakedown” (U) and “Father | 
Makes Good” (Mono). Good $11,- | 
000. Last week, ‘Treasure Island” | 
(RKO) (3d wk), $13,500. | 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Peggy” (U). Fast $11,000. Last 
week. “Underworld Story’ (UA) 
and “Mystery Street” (M-G), $9,- 
500. 


Circle to lead the town. “Con- 


'victed” is fair at Loew’s but “Kiss 


Tomorrow Goodbye,” at Indiana, 
is very dull. 
Estimates for This Week 
Cirele (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65'—‘‘Louisa” (U) and “Spy Hunt” 
(U). Socko $12,000 or over. Last 


!week, “Pretty Baby” (WB) and 


“Vicious Years” (ELC), $8,500. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) — 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB) 
and “Snow Dog” (Mono). Lean 
$8,000. Last week, “Broken Ar- 
row” (20th) and “Reach for Star” 
(Indie) hefty $14,900. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 44-65) — 
“Convicted” (Col) and “Good 
Humor Man” (Col). Oke $10,000. 
Last week, “Crisis’” (M-G) and 
“Skipper Surprised Wife’? (M-G), 
$9.500. 


Lyrie (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) —| 


“Cariboo Trail’ (20th) and “Shark 
Woman” (Indie). Fair $5,500. 
Last week, “Quiet on Western 


| : (Tristates) (2. - 16-65) smash $34,000 for second session. 
Quicksand” (UA) and “Great Disney opus soared to $43,000 
| Plane Robbery” (UA). Modest $7,- Words hate Three Little 
'000. Last week, “Broken Arrow” coos Se i proving conse 
(20th) (mo.) and “Great Guns” ently strong with about $25,000 on 
(20th) $7 500 |tap for third State week. 
- . Sewes “No Way Out” is disappointing, 








second frame at the Rivoli after 


4 9 ° fee : : 
} giving hint of sustained strength. | 
| Sunset lorrid |It went to stout $33,000 in first 


| week, good at this house in view 
| of current admission scale there. 


| “Petty Girl” with Gene Krupa 
C |band, Connie Haines, Jack E. 
9 9 owe Leonard topping stageshow is 


down to $38,000 this week at the 

Kansas City, Aug. 29. Capitol after nice opening round. 

Major situations are all par or! Capitol, Strand, Criterion, Globe, 

| above this week with trade brisk | Park Avenue, Roxy and Paramount 

'for summer. “Sunset Boulevard”! are bringing in new shows this 
| is sock entry at the Paramount, | session. 

| and looks to go a second week. Fox | Pants,” Bob Hope’s latest comedy 

| Midwest first-run trio is topping | starrer, today (Wed.) with stage 





“Our Very Own” is holding its | band. 
| own for good returns on second | 
| week at the Missouri. 





Estimate for This Week 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) | Font” (U) and “Bayonet Charge” | | _, Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60- 


—‘Pretty Baby” (WB). Stout $17,- 
000. Last week, “The Furies” (Par) 
(2d wk), $13,000. 


(Indie) (reissues), $4,500. 





Estimates for This Week | $1.50—“Edge of Doom” (RKO) 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45-/ (4th wk). Off to $9,000 or less 


being down to about $26,000 in| 


Par is opening “Fancy | 


average with “Stella” at $15,000. ' bill headed by Carmen Cavallaro | 


United Artists (B&K) $1,700; 50- ¢ ’ ° “Tortured Alive” (Indie). Exploita- 
ayo Young go pad” (UA) 2a ‘Sunset’ Sparkling 21G, soy specias above, usual sun here 
wk). Smart $10,000. Last week, Frisco Standout; ‘Own’ | Apollo, “Singing Guns” (Rep) and 

|“Flame Barbary Coast’ (Rep) (re- 


$12.000. | 
Fancy 15G, ‘Baby’ 14G "xine" tDickinson’ (530; 50-75) — 


Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“711 Ocean Drive” (Col) (5th wk). | 
} Pe . 
: '“Man About Town” (Indie) and 
San Francisco, Aug. 29. | “Golden Twenties” (Indie). Nice 


Flashy $14,000. Last week, $17,000. | 
World (Indie) (587; ee tn | 
(Indie) (24 wk). Trim $3,300. Las Despite balmy weather, biz is $9'200. Last week, “Passport Pim- 
perking up here, with holdovers, lico” (EL) and “Prelude to Korea” 
“holding generally big. Pacing field (EL) (3d wk), good $1,400 in 5 


week, $3.800. 
‘is “Sunset Boulevard,” terrific at  44¥S- 


‘WORDS’ FAT $17,000, 
SEATTLE; ‘BABY’ 3G, cis. Also fine is “Our Very Own” | mor Man” (Col). Modest $12,000. 


Seattle, Aug. 29. | at Golden Gate. “Pretty Baby” | Fast week, “Duchess of Idaho” 


-G) “St Penitentiary” 
N i here. this week, |/0ms good at Paramount. “Duch-| (31) (ad wk), big $12,000. 
Not much biz vat i. hurt. | €88 Of Idaho” at Warfield and “711) “~ygigcouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)— 

with plethora of hol mg I ittle Ocean Drive” at Orpheum shape | “Our Very Own” (RKO) and “Des- 

Ing. Outstanding is "Three i: 11. | big in second sessions. “Sunset” | ¢ination Murder” (RKO) (2d wk). 

Words,” sock _ at og ie lid in | Pace is close to that of “Welcome Nifty $9,000. Last. week, strong 

don oa — = = | Stranger,” another big Par grosser. | ¢19 099, 
be : 1485 nS ees wah Estimates for This Week | | Paramount (United Par), (1.900: 

istimates for s wee Golden Gate ( (2,650; 60-  45-65)—“Sunset Boulevard” (Par). 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 59-| 85'—“Our Very Own” (RKO). Fine | Off to good start with sock $14,000 

84: — “Convicted” (Col) (2d wk). | $15,000. Last week, “Treasure Is- or over. Holds. Last week, “Pretty 

Fair $5.000 after nice $9,200 last | land” (RKO) and “Beaver Valley”: Baby” (WB), $10,000. 

week. (RKO) (2d wk), held to fancy; Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 





: Midland (Loew's (3,500; 45-65)— | 
the comparatively small St. Fran-| “Convicted” (Col) and “Good Hu- | 


| Sortuned a of East” (Indie) and/| after just okay $11,000 for third 


|round. Stays on for while, with 
|replacement soon to be set. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40\—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (97th 
_wk). Still very profitable at $5,000 
|or better after $5,200 last week, 
{over hopes. Holds indef. 
| Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
| — “Petty Girl” (Col) with Gene 
| Krupa orch, Jack E. Leonard, Con- 


nie Haines heading stage bill (2d- | 
| final wk). Down to okay $38,000 


|after nice $51,000 first week. 
“Summer Stock” (M-G) ~~ with 
Rosita Serrano, Noro Morales orch, 
Hal Le Roy topping stageshow 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.), after 
three preview showings of pic to- 
day (Wed.). 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘“Desert Hawk” (U). First week 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.) mild 
' $12,500. Last week, “A & C. in 
| Foreign Legion” (U) (2d wk), light 
1 $9,000. “Shakedown” (U) opens 
| Saturday (2). 
| Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
|—“The Torch” (EL) (2d-final wk). 
| Off to dim $7,000 after slim $9,500 
opener. “San Quentin” (WB) and 





Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; | 


$14,000. 


Midwest) (2.100; 2.043; 700; 45-65) | “aleatraz Island” (WB) (reissues) 








59-84) — “Treasure Island” (RKO)| Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — 
and “Beaver Valley” (RKO) (3d) “Broken Arrow” (20th) (2d wk.’ 


Last week, Down to $14,000 in 6 days. Last 
$8.900. | week, husky $22,500. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) Warfield (Loew's) (2,647; 60-85) 
—“Lady Without Passport” (M-G)| —"“Duchess Of Idaho (M-G) (2d 
and “Lonely Heart Bandits” (Lip).! wk). Fine $14,000. Last week, 
Slow $6.000. Last week, “Rock Is-, boff $25,000. 
land Trail” (Rep) and “Avengers”; Paramount (Par) (2,646; ~~ — 
(Rep), $4.500 in 5 days. “Pretty Baby” (WB) and pen 

Musie Box (Hamrick) (850; 59- Secret” (EL), Good $14,000. Last 
84.—“If This Be Sin” (UA) (2d, week, “The Furies (Par) and 
wk!. Good $3,000. Last week, “Reach For A Star” (Rep) (2d wk), 
$4.400. $4.000 in 4 days. _ 

Musie Hall (Hamrick) (2.200; 59- St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 


wk). Solid $7,000. 


R4\—"Three Little Words” (M-G) “Sunset Boulevard” (Par). Wham | 


and “Savage Horde” (Rep). Socko $21,000. Last week, “The Men” 
$17,000. Last week, “Crisis” (M-G',| (UA) (4th wk), $6,500. ca 
slow $5.000. Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.472; 55- 


Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 59- | 85)—‘711 Ocean Drive’ (Col) and | 


84'\—"Pretty Baby” (WB) and “It’s, “When You're Smiling” (Col) (2d 


a Small World” (EL). So-so $7,500. wk). Held to okay $14,500. Last, 


Last week, “Flame and Arrow” | week, hefty $22,000. : 
(UA) and “Armored Car Robbery” United Artists “. Coast, Oa 
(RKO: (2d wk), $8,300. 55-85)—“If This Be od Th 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 59-84)| Light $7,500. Last tA). 39.000. 
—‘Lawless” (Par) (2d run) plus Underworld Story” (UA), 9, r) 
“Gay 90's revue, Okay $10,000.; Stagedoor (Aezerman - Rosener? 
Last week, “Iroquois” (UA) and} (370; 85-$1) — Rum For — 
Lionel Hampton orch onstage,| (EL). Fair $2,500. Last Be 
great $14,000. . “Mary Of Scotland (RKO) ( 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; wk) (reissue), $3,300. - 65-83) 
59-84) —“Broken Arrow” (20th) and Clay (Rosener) (400; ” EL) 
“Triple Trouble’ (Par) (3d wk).| “Kind Hearts, Coronets ( 





Nice $5,000 in 4 days, Last week, | (m.o.) (9th wk). Mild $2,700. Last j 


dandy $9,300, week, $2,800. 


. 4 


—‘Stella” (20th). Topping average 
at $15,000. Last week, “Louisa” 
(U), same. 


! 





WORDS’ SOCK $13,000, 
PORT.; ‘R. I. TRAIL’ 736 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 29. _ 
Biz is perking in first-runs this 
week considering the season. A few 
‘days of cool weather and top pix 
picked up. “Three Little Words” 
at United Artists looks best with 
smash session. “Rock Island Trail” 
looms okay at Broadway. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,850; 50-85) 
77 Rock Island Trail” (Rep) and 


| $7,500. Last week, “Duchess of 
Idaho” (M-G) and -“Shadow On 
Wall” (M-G) (3d wk), $5,700. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Quicksand” (UA) and “Operation 
Haylift” (UA). Slim $3,500. Last 
week, “Tarzan Slave Girl” (RKO) 
and “Mysterious Desperado” 
(RKO), $3,800. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 
'85\—“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” 
|(WB) and “Guilty of Treason” 
(EL), day-date with Paramount. 


(Continued on page 18) 





hoe 


Jungle Stampede” (Rep). Okay) 


‘open Saturday (2). 

| Mayfair (Brandt) (1.736: 50- 
| $1.20—“Treasure Island” (RKO) 
(3d wk). Second round ended 
Monday (28) held to an amazingly 
strong $34,000 after smash $43,000 
opening week. Continues indef. 

| Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Gun Crazy” (UA) with vaude. 
| Picking up a bit over recent weeks 
' with fair $18,000 likely. Last week, 
“Beauty on Parade” (Col) and 
vaude, $17,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 

— “Fancy Pants” (Par) with 
Carmen Cavallaro orch, Jean 
Carroll, Four Evans, Alan Dale 
| with The Sapphires onstage. Opens 
today (Wed.). Last week, “The 
Furies” (Par) with Mills Bros., 
Bobby Byrne orch, others, onstage 
| (2d wk), down to $52,000 with help 
|from previews yesterday (Tues.); 
first week, fair $62,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Quiet on Western’ Front” 
| (Indie) (reissue) (6th-final wk). 
| Reaching only $4.000 in final 6 
‘days after nice $6,000 last week. 
| “Madeleine” (U) opens tomortow 
| (Thurs.). 
| Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5.945; 80-$2.40\—“Sunset 
Boulevard” and stageshow (3d wk). 
Continues henomenal pace at 
better than $162,000 after $166,300 





Treasure’ Big 346, ‘Out’ 266, Allin 2d 


for second week, new non-holiday 
week high. Biggest non-holiday 
_day’s trade was registered on 13th 
, day of run, Aug. 22. Third round 
| Was running about even with sec- 
| ond until heat started to cut in a 
| bit over weekend. Holds a fourth, 
| and likely until well after Labor 
| Dav (Sept. 4). 

Rialto (Mage) (594: 44-98) — 
“Bedeviled Woman” (Indie) and 
|“‘Miracle From Stratosphere” (In- 
| die) (reissue). Shaping to hit 
| $8,000, solid, and is holding sec- 
|} ond round. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60- 
$1.25)—"“No Way Out” (20th) (3d 
| wk). Initial holdover session 
|} ended last night (Tues.) continued 
| strong albeit down considerably 
| from opener, with $26,000. First 
| week was stout $33.000 but disap- 
pointing and below hopes. 

Roxy (20th) (5.886: 80-$1.75)— 
“Stella” (20th) with Milton Berle 
and his TV revue onstage (2d- 
final wk). Holding with smash 
$90,000 probable after terrific 
$114.000 opening stanza, consid- 
erably over expectancy. Steady 
appeal of Berle and his stage lav- 
out held the combo at persistently 
high level after first four davs. 
Booking was for two weeks only: 
| film generally panned by crix. 
| “Black Rose” (20th) with N. Y. 
Philharmonic Symphony orch on- 
stage opens Friday (1). 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Three Little Words” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Third frame ended last nieht 
(Tues.) held nicely around $25,000 
after big $29,000 in second week. 
Probably stays three or four weeks 
longer. 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 55-$2) — 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbve” (WB) 
with Toni Harper, Billy Vine, Lind 
Bros. heading stage bili (4th-final 
wk). Continues steady with $23,006 
or slightly less after okay $26,000 
for third week. “Tea for Two” 
(WB) with Gordon Mac Rae, Paul 
Winchell, Florian Zabach heading 
stageshow opens Friday (1). 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Winslow Boy” (EL) (13th wk). 
Holding okay at $5,000 after $5,- 
| 900 for preceding round. Continues 
| until October. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453: 
74-$1.50/\—“‘Kind Hearts, Coronets” 
| (EL) (12th wk). Still fancy with 
| $7,200 after $8,000 last week. Stays 
| on. 
| Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
| $1.50) — “Our Very Own” (RKO) 
| (6th wk). Fifth session ended last 
night (Tues.) was solid $12,500 
after $14,000 last week. 


H.O.s Hobble D.C. Albeit 











‘Kiss’ Robust at 146 


Washington, Aug. 29. 

Holdovers are —s down the 
overall average’ in mid-town this 
/ week, but biz is generally steady. 
|“Our Very Own” at RKO Keith’s 
is out front among the newcomers, 
with “Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” at 
the Warner in second place. “Desti- 
natién Moon” continues big in 
second session at Trans - Lux. 
“Stella,” at Loew’s Capitol, with 
vaude, is slow. 

Estimates for This Week 

Canitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Stella” (20th), plus vaude. Slug- 
gish $15,000. Last week, “Night 
and City” (20th) plus vaude. little 
| better than expected, but still slow 
at $16,000. 

Dupont (Lopert) (386; 50-85) — 
“Quiet on Western Front” (Indie) 
‘reissue? (3d wk). Steady $2.500 in 
final 5 days after good $3,500 last 


week. 
| Keith’s (RKO) (1,139; 44-80) — 
'“Our Very Own” (RKO). Torrid 
| $17,000, and tops town. Last week, 
| “Treasure Island” (RKO) (3d wk), 
fine $9,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,100; 44-74) 
— “Return Jesse James” (Lip). 
Weak $4.500. Last week, “Three 
Little Words” (M-G) (m.o.), big 
| $7,000 in third consecutive down- 
| town week. 
| Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74) — 
|“Broken Arrow” (20th) (2d wk). 
| Okay $12,000 after sock $21.000 
| last week. 
| Playhouse (Lopert) (485: 50-85) 
_—“Panic in Streets” (20th) (3d 
| wk). Firm $6,000 after $6,500 last 
week. Holds again. 
| Warner (WB) (2,164: 44-74) — 
|“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbve” (WB). 
| Lively $14.000. Last week, “Pretty 
Baby” (WB), $12,000. 





| Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80) — 


| “Destination Moon” (EL) (2d wk). 
|; Still pe great at $11,000 after 
' terrific $13,000 last week. 


‘Very Own’ Hot $17,000; 
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4th WEEK N.Y. SD A 
_CAGNEY WALLC( EV 


also starring 


BARBARA PAYTON ~ HELENA CART@BOND 


with LUTHER ADLER * BARTON MacLANE Screetiy Brown 


Directed by Produced by From Horace McCoy's “Kiss Tomorro@ 


JACQUES TOURNEUR ~ HAROLD HECHT & FRANK ROSS 


Written by Waldo Salt + music by Max Steiner 
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Wednesday, August 30, 1950 
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THE HAPPY, HAPPY HAPPY HOLIDAY 


MUSICAL FOR LABOR DAY! 











nN 


et 


"GENE NELSON - PATRICE WYMORE - EVE ARDEN “* 


Produced by 


BILLY DE WOLFE. .SAKALL - DAVIO BUTLER WILLIAM: JACOBS 


Screen Play by Harry Clork + Suggested by the Play “No, No, Nanette,” by Frank Mandel, Otto Harbach, 
Vincent Youmans, Irving Caesar and Emil Nyitray * Masical Direction by Ray Heindorf 


* Dances Staged and Directed by LeRoy Prinz » 





For 100% September bookings — The one-ree! short ON STAGE, EVERYBODY, 
industry-made for Disabled American Veterans. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


VARIETY 


‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
6 St. Martin’s Place, Trafaigar Square 





London West End Pix Biz Perking: 
‘Sunset’ Wow $11,000; ‘Pants’ Fancy | 
$8500, Trio’ Hefty 8G, Both in 3d 


London, Aug. 22. * 








Boxoffice returns are holding up 
fairly well primarily because of un- 
certain weather which has kept 
potential patrons away from out- 


Mull Deals for ‘Hall’ 
‘Pardon French’ in U.S. 


doors entertainment. 
of pics, which is above average, has 
also been of great help. 
Outstanding is “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” now in its eighth and final 
week at the Empire. Pic has done an 
all-time record take, having beaten 
previous record of “Gone With the 


Wind” in a seven-week run by | 
$5,600. Was still great at around 
$16,500 in seventh week. Could 


easily hold longer, but is disrupt- 
ing the Metro schedule, with “The 
Miniver story” replacing. 

Of the newcomers, the big sock 


is “Sunset Boulevard,” at the Carl- |} 
ton, which looks terrific $11,000 in | 
near house capacity. | 


first week, 
Looks in for run. 


All estimates are net, ard don’t | 


No Dice in London 


include admission tax. Admission 
prices listed are inclusive of tax 
Estimates for Last Week 
Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60)— 
“Sunset Boulevard” (Par). Opened 
to smash trade, with general raves 
and getting plenty word-of-mouth 


Present crop | 


here last week, 


Rogers & Unger, producers’ 
reps, on behalf of Cusick Inter: 
national Films are negotiating | 


U.S. distriution deals for the Rex 
Harrison-Lilli Palmer starrer, ““The 
Long Dark Hall,” and “Pardon My 


French,” with Merle Oberon and 
Paul Henried. | 
“French” has just been com-| 


pleted in France while “Hall” is 
before the cameras at the Nettle- 
fold Studios in Britain. Both are 
projects of Cusick International in | 
association with Five Ocean Film | 
Co., London, and Sagitta Films of 
Paris. 


‘Hut’ a Hit, Love 








London, Aug. 29. 
Of the two new plays opening 
one appears to be 


publicity. Looks good for six weeks a hit while the other’s chances are 


or longer at its present 
about $11,000, near-capacity, 
huge for house. 

Empire (MG) (3,099; 50-$1.60)— 
“Annie Get Gun” (M-G) and 
stageshow. Has beaten 


and 


pace of remote. 


Bowing on Wednesday 
(23) at the Lyric was “The Little 


Hut,” a frivolous French comedy 
by 
Mitford adapted. 
several | Morley as a husband who agrees | 


Andre Roussin which Nancy 


It stars Robert 


records, including those made by to Share his wife with her lover | 


such smash hits as “Goodbye, Mr. | following 
on |Joan Tetzel 
eighth | formance 


Chips” (M-G) and “Mutiny 
Bounty,” (M-G) in_ its 


trio’s shipwreck. 
gives a bright per-| 
the spouse while 


the 


as 


Dresdel for Aussie Tour 


Sydney, Aug. 22. 
Sonia Dresdel, British star, has 
been signed by the Fullers for an 
Aussie tour next November, preem- 
ing in “A Message for Margaret.” 


Fullers are also negotiating with | 


several U. S. toppers for Down Un- 
der runs early next year. 

Currently, Elisabeth: Bergner is 
doing sock trade at the Palace for 
the Fullers in “Two Mrs. Carrolls.” 
Clifford Mollison will do 
Temperature” at the King’s, Mel- 
bourne, with Arthur Rigby set for 
‘“‘Madame Louise” when Miss Berg- 
ner moves out here. 





Many Novels For 
French Pix Prods. 


Paris, Aug. 22. 


French productions skedded for | 


Austrian Studio 


early shooting are nearly all 
adaptations of novels. Colette’s | 
“Cheri,” Pierre Very’s ‘“‘Anciens de | 
Saint Loup,” Roger Gaillard’s | 
“Homme de la Jamaique,” Vicki | 
Baum’s “Glass Castle,” Bernados’ | 
“Journal d’un Cure de Campagne,” | 


Queffalac’s ‘“‘Recteur de lI'Ile de 
Sein,’”’ Marcel Grancher’s “Coeur 
sur Mer” and Richard Poitier’s 


““Meurtres,” are all either rolling 
or due to roll soon. 

Despite new censorship regula- 
tions barring the use of titles that 
suggest crime, “Murders” has been 
okayed. 


Adaptations from legit plays 
currently blueprinted for screen 
vehicles include “Dame de Chez 


Maxim’s,” ‘‘Maitres Nageurs,” “‘Don 
d’Adele,” “Amant de Paille” and 
Roger Ferdinand’s ‘Ils ont Vingt 
Ans.” 

Two color productions are sched- 
uled, both in Gevacolor. They are 
“Porte d’Orient” and “Maison du 
Frintemps.” 


“High | 





Urges Arg. Producers Make Pix 
~ Able to Win Biz in World Market 





‘Stromboli’ in 3 Paris 


Paris, Aug. 29. 


for “Stromboli.” 
date in the Gaumont: the Rex and 
ithe Normandie. Teaming up the 


| first two already has been *done 


| Elysees Normandie means adding 
|10,000 seats. It never has been 
tried before. 

With average admission 60c, the 
combo can get grosses unprece- 
dented here. 





Activity Slumps 


Vienna, Aug. 22. 
Friedrich 


film combo, Wien Film.  Hartl 
reached spot as general director 
under Goebbels regime but had 
the rug pulled out from under him 
while in England where reported to 
be completing retakes and cutting 
on the Korda film, ‘“‘Wonder Child,” 
which he co-produced and directed 
with Gene Markey in 1949. 
Austrian production activity is 
way off. U. S. producers, notably 
Gene Sharin’s video shorts and 
Briskin-Smith’s “Heil” have used 
more studio time (Wien Film’s 
principal saleable commodity) than 
all local producers combined in the 
last year. Long row of flopolas 


ys 
4 


First-Runs, Day-Date | 


New departure in booking for a 
first-run has been made by RKO 
Opens day-and- | 


before but adding the Champs) 


Erban has succeeded | 
Karl Hartl as top man of Austrian | 





oT he Miniver Story” replacing out the triangle. Piece ‘ooks sure- | 
Aug. 28.° Has been doing about | "re. ape | 
$16,500 in recent weeks. | Less promising is “For Love Or | 


Rn sy’? f tx f 
Gaumont (CMA) (1.500: 45-$1.60) Money at the Ambassadors. A 


ae pier iass 5 bogus 18th century bawdry by Jor- top players and directors have 
—“Cargo Capetown” (Col) and it ains coarse | : ; headed for spots like Munich and 
ee, ee So vs oa aeabieh ith toed pores | 300 Mobile Units Used Hamburg, where there is much 
pen Be geo te more suitable for a revue or sketch. Washington, Aug. 29. more actual shooting. 
till Sept. 7 when replaced by “The Despite the popularity of stars| The 16m theatre is catching on Soon after Erban’s promotion, it 
Milkman” (GFD) pee Saddle Hermione Baddeley and Henry |strongly in Italy, with more than became known that Wien Film is | 
age ‘ isi Kendall, the play was booed at/1,000 commercial narrow-gauge negotiating for ERP help in the| 
Tramp” (GFD). opening night, Aug. 24. Crix ap-|houses and about 300 mobile pro- amount of $500,000, mainly for | 


Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) praisal was unfavorable and a 


(1,753; 45-$1.60) —‘“‘Trio” (GFD) lengthy rurm is unlikely. 

(3d wk). Has made the grade,| yajjlmark Productions revival of 
helped by Somerset Maugham’s | Jpcen’s “Rosmersholm” which | 
previous hit “Quartet,” and did opened at St. Martin’s, Aug. 22 


hefty three weeks, with final stanza ae : 
touching $8,000. should do okay. Show is plendidly 
because of general release situa- | brought high praise for Signe 
tion. Replaced by “Destination | Hasso in her first London stage 
Moon” (GFD). ‘role. Robert Harris and Edward 
London Pavilion (UA) (1,217;| Chapman give excellent support in 
45-$1.60)—“‘Rocketship X-M” (In-| main roles with George Coulouris 
die) and “Baron Arizona” (Indie) | outstanding in small part. First- 
(3d wk). Held up very well, with | nighters welcome indicates a suc- 
first week exceeding $8,000; sec-| cessful season in this small house. 


ond nearer $7,000, and exiting at 
well over $6,000. Could have stayed | UA BOOSTS THORBURN 
TO AUSSIE TOP SPO 


fourth week, but previous comit- 
United Artists has made several 





ments caused withdrawal, with 
*Shadow of Eagle” (BL.) replacing. 

New Gallery (CMA) (1,376; 45- 
$1.60)\—“‘Odette” (BL) (11th West | 


End week). Still holdi _ Good | Changes in its worldwide distribu- | | 
nd week). Still holding up. Goo fe CIRCUIT PROFIT LOWER 


$4,500, good going at this house. _ tion personnel setup and also 
negotiated a release deal for its 


(2 oo ee we Dome | product in western Germany, it 
(RKO) (2d wk). Has not clicked | Was “isclosed Py company foreign 

: 4 ‘ chie owe. 
$7,000. “~y Prsvrtey 4 septs 7. y | manager for continental Europe is 
hopes of pick up. Will be followed | George H. (Bud) Ornstein. Former- 
by “Black Rose” (20th). ily UA special rep in Italy, he will 
|now headquarter in Paris. 


oun 45-9160) — “Guntienter” | Walter Thorburn, secretary of 
(20th) (2d wk). About $5,600 in |the company’s Australasian organ- 


firs , “s | ization, succeeds Clive Arnott as 
seaver Shahar Ge Range Ma yng territory’s managing director 
“Broken Arrow” (20th) on Aug. 24 |when the latter leaves Sept. 4 to 
Pl (Par) ( * | join Hoyts Theatres in an exec 
‘Geass Pants” Bar) 8a wk Has | aeeclty- mT gg ee a ae 
; _- rnoit’s assistant, becomes gen- 

been socko from opening, topping eral sales manager. 


$11,000 on first holiday week, but} German distribution deal calls 
3s now nearer $8,500; still good for for Constantin. Filmverl ih of 
more weeks, with no worry yet Frankfort to handle UA product 
about next film. for a three-year period effective 
Ritz (M-G) (432; 45-$1.60— immediately. Until last January, 
“Wooden Horse” (BL) (4th wk). UA pix in western Germany were 
Still strong at $4,000, good for this grooved through the Motion Pic- 
small - seater. Opens at 10 in ture Export Assn. but latter no 
morning, thus grabbing extra ses- , longer operates there. 
sion. 
Rialto (LFP) (660; 45 -$1.60)—| 
a Horse” (BL) (4th eval 
oing steady $3,800, and every- , 
body satisfied. Not allowed to! David Rose. heed oi eeeende 
Open until noon. Productions, inked Patricia Roc to 
Warners (WB) (1,735; 45-$1.60)— co-star with Ray Milland in “White 
“Colt .45” ((WB) and “Night Unto’ Heather.” 
Night” (WB) (2d wk). Did average! Formerly titled “Full Circle,” 
$7,800 in first week, which war- the film is Coronado’s second pic. 
ranted holdover. “Caged” (WB)| First was the Robert Montgomery 
ovens Aug. 24. Starrer, “Eye Witness,” 








destroyed 10,000,000 schilling re- 
volving fund set up by government 
but cooled bank interest in ad- 
ditional financing. Result is that 


16m Theatres Catch On 
In Italy; 1,000 Houses, 


|jection units already operating 
'there, reports Nathan D. Golden, 


under Hartl management not only | 


modernization of sound stages and | 


Had to vacate | directed by Michael Macowan and | 
_to provide 


Patricia Roc for ‘Heather’ 


chief of the U. S. Commerce De- 
partment’s film division. 

In addition, the Italian Govern- 
ment’s Directorate General for 
Entertainment is studying ways 
16m exhibition for 
small and remote villages which 
are not profitable for commercial 
exhibitors. Two American 
‘some seven Italian distributors are 


jin the field. 


| The 16m field is also spreading 
to Curacao in the Dutch West In- 
| dies where two small theatres on 
: Bonaire Island and one small house 
‘at St. Martin have begun to show 
‘the substandard size flickers. In 
addition, a 16m _ house is being 
|built on the edge of Willemstad 
'on the Island of Curacao. 





London, Aug. 22. 
| Profit of $356,000 is announced 
| by the Shipman & King circuiit for 


Named division | the year ended last April 1. This” 


| represents a drop of about $15,000 
| over the previous year. 
| 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Aug. 29. 


“Brigadoon,” Majesty’s (70). 
“Capt. Carvallo,” St. Jas. (3). 
“Carousel,’ Drury Lane (12). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (17). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Whitehall (9). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand (44). 
“Folies Bergere,’’ Hipp. (47). 
“Golden City,” Adelphi (11). 
“Got What Wanted,” Phoenix (2). 
“His Excellency,” Princess (14). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (16). 
“Home at Seven,” Wyndh’m (25). 
“Ice-Capades,”’ Empress (14). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (49). 
“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (24). 
“Latin Quarter,” Casino (24). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (1). 
“Love For Money,’ Ambass. (1). 
“Mister Roberts,” Coliseum (6). 
“Oklahoma,” Stoll (169). 
“Ring Around Moon,” Gl’be (31). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (11). 
“Touch & Co,” Wales (14). 
“Traveller's Joy,” Crit’rion (116). 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (175). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
“Always Aft,” Garrick (1), , 





and | 


“Ace of Clubs,” Cambridge (8). | 


purchase of new equipment. Russ- 
kis sent most-.of Wien Film’s 
equipment East after Vienna fell 
into their hands and were hard put 
to refurbish even the Rosenhugel 
studio in their own zone. 

One condition of ERP help, if 
granted, is that it remains in U. S. 
| Zone control. Wien Film’s activi- 
ties are presently split into two 


operations under a single name. A | 


Soviet administrator operates 
Rosenhugel and East zone activi- 
ties as a seized German asset, while 
Erban runs rest of the show as 
rep of Austrian federal govern- 
ment trusteeship. 


Mex Prez in TV Preem 





| Mexico City, Aug. 29. 
Preparations are being made for 
the videoing’ for the first time of 
President Miguel Aleman deliver- 
ing the traditional annual message 
to the nation on the occasion of 
| the opening Sept. 1 of the new fed- 
eral legislature. Eight screens are 


to be used for public televisioning 
| the event. 


There are now 100 video sets in 
daily operation here. 

The pic industry is being lined 
| up to face television at a series of 
| talks Andres Serra Rojas, prexy of 
| the trade’s own bank, the Banco 


Nacional Cinematografico, is having | 
operators, | 


with the top chain 
Manuel Espinosa Iglesias and 
Emilio Azcarraga, who is also a big 


radio station operator and top man | 


in introducing video to Mexico. 





Leo Cohen to Foreign Prod. 


Long a foreign film distributor 
in New York, Leo Cohen has 
stepped into production. First on 
his filmmaking slate is “He and 
Me,” a French dialog pic which 
he’s now turning out in France 
with Leopold Gomez. 

Directed by Herve Bromberger, 
“He and Me” stars Henri Guisol 
‘and Jacqueline Gauthier. Gomez 
authored the story. Cohen may do 
| several other films in France this 


| 


jyear, 


over alleged 
/hearsals. Orch has been filling in 








Buenos Aires, Aug. 22. 
Argentina’s entertainment czar, 
| Dr. Claudio Martinez Payva, backer 
of protectionism for Argentine- 
/made movies, has urged local pro- 
' ducers to intensify their efforts in 
building markets for Argentine 
films abroad, thereby helping the 
| exchange for national coffers. 


| No matter how much Argentine 
officials may be on the side of local 
producérs, the producer cannot 
claim having done much to justify 
this protection. During the past 
| year, when they have had the local 
|; market almost entirely to them- 
| Selves (imports of U. S. films were 
| blocked), they have churned out 
countless Argentine productions 
which were so mediocre they can’t 
hope to succeed in outside coun- 
tries. In Italy, when an attempt 
was made to exchange 10 Argen- 
tine pictures for an equal number 
of Italian ones, the public showed 
| no interest in the Argentine mate- 
| rial, much to the disgust of the 
| pact negotiators. 

The only method local producers 
| seem able to think up to gain some 
foothold in foreign markets is to 








book foreign pic stars to play in. 


Argentine productions.” For in- 
stance, they are now trying to sign 
Mario Moreno (Cantinflas) to make 
a picture in an Argentine studio 
directed by Carlos Hugo Christen- 
sen, currently in Mexico. His film 
contract would include personal 
appearances in a theatre. 

Another big Argentine studio, 
Pampa Films, together with its dis- 


| tributing unit EMPA, has gone into 
| liquidation. 


At one time it was 


| thought that Emelco could take 
|over Pampa, 


but the plan fell 
through. While some of the old 
companies go into liquidation, new 
ones are constantly being set up. 
The latest of these has been formed 
in the province of Cordoba. It has 


| capital of $120,000. 


| Iturbi Hassle With Mex 





Orch Won't Halt Tour; 
Clicks in Mexico City 


Mexico City, Aug. 22. 
Jose Iturbi will definitely con- 
tinue his contracted concerts in 
Mexico asserted his booker, Samuel 
Alazraki, denying reports that the 
Spanish pianist had decided to quit 


‘this country because of tilts with 


Mexican members of the orchestra 
indiscipline at re- 


between numbers. 

Though Iturbi is playing Mexice 
at considerable monetary loss be- 
cause of better offers in the U. S. 
that were made after he had ac- 
cepted the Mexican booking, the 


|pianist is keeping his word, Alaz- 
| raki said. Iturbi was socko at his 


opening concerts in the Palace of 
Fine Arts, where he soloed. But 
he was not so big at followups in 
the Palacio Chino, frontline cinema, 


where the orch played with him. 


For Annual Message 


|Iturbi reps blame orch trouble for 


the lesser biz at the cinema. 

After one-concert dates in four 
north central cities, Iturbi re- 
sumed at the film house here, 
without the orch. 





Legit Shows Feature ‘ 
Edinburgh Festival 


Edinburgh, Aug. 22. 

Edinburgh’s fourth Internation- 
al Festival of Music and Drama 
teed off here last week with glit- 
tering pageantry, and visitors from 
England and overseas. Opening 
concert was by the Orchestre Na- 
tional de la Radiodiffusion Fran- 
caise, of Paris, conducted by Roger 
Desormiere. Drama, ballet, opera 
and music events follow for three 
weeks. 

Tickets for all major events are 
sold out. Top drama events prom- 
ise to be James Bridie’s new play, 
“The Queen’s Comedy,” with Sonia 
Dresdel and Eric Linklater’s piece, 
“The Atom Doctor,” with Patricia 
Burke and Duncan Macrae. Glyn- 
debourne Opera Co. opened with 
“Ariadne auf Naxos.” Distinguish- 
ed players also appeared in the 
Old Vic production of Ben Jon- 
son’s “Bartholomew Fair.” 

Opening film event is “The 
Wooden Horse,” adaptation of the 
Eric Williams’ prison-camp escape 
story. 
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Mr. Billy Wilkerson of | 
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Sa Ste -satheostte ae poscoooooapacoooaneee  encippinaiy 
looks at.......... 


BOOK THE INDUSTRY SHORT FOR 
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
—"“ON STAGE EVERYBODY” 























We had a look at 
Mister 880 the other 
night and are happy 
to report its GREAT 
-with no limitations 
on its patronage. 
Every type of Amuse- 
ment-seeker will 
go for this and rave 
about it to their 

neighbors.” 
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Juggling of Prices by Drive-ins - 
Brings Warning From U.S. Tax Dept. 





Washington, Aug. 29. + 


B f Internal R is| pj 
iedatie conn ive-ta ‘auaouaert Disney Preps ‘Pan’ 
| e +] 
As ‘Alice’ Followup 


to keep their rates uniform, if they | 

don’t want to be cracked down |* 

u f iolation of the excise tax 

— ee | Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


Some of the outdoor theatres | 
have been notified that if they have 
a per-person rate for those arriv- 
ing by car, they may not legally 
have a different per-person scale 
for those who walk in. Some 
ozoners have been seeking to stim- 
ulate walk-in business by offering 
lower rates for pedestrians than 
for those who come by machine. 

Also in violation of the law, ac- 
cording to the bureau, is a practice 
whereby some drive-ins charge the 
first or the first two passengers in 
a car one rate and then offer a 
lower rate for all in excess of that, 
or a flat price for all above two 
persons. 

However, it is perfectly legal, 
from the U. S. viewpoint, for an 
outdoor house to charge a flat per- 
car rate, no matter how many per- 
sons are in the automobile. This 
is considered the established price. | 
What is more, this may be done 
on a part-time basis. Thus, an 
ozoner could offer a per-car flat 
rate one day a week and a per- 
person rate the other six days. 
That, too, is legal. 


into production as soon as he com- 
pletes “Alice in Wonderland” this 
fall and will follow with 
Woodcutter’s House,” carrying his 
organization through 1952. Mean- 
while, he has “Nature’s Half Acre,” 
a True Life featurette, in work and 
will make a live action version of 
“Robin Hood, Jr.,” in England next 
summer. 


a year for release through RKO. 


2200-Car Ozoner 
Launched in Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 
After a shaky start, the 2,200- 





buted here. Reputed to be the 
largest in the world, it is the first 
to be constructed within the Chi 
city limits. 
Difficulties 


which have ham- 





First Ozone. for Det. 
Detroit. 

Community Theatres, one of the 
biggest indie chains in Michigan, 
opened the city’s first drive-in, The 
Bel-Air, located on a 70-acre tract 
near Eight Mile Road and Van 
Dyke. Fresh-airer has a specially 
built play area. 


availability of censtruction ma- 
terial and efforts to surmount a 
decree prohibiting ozoners from 
operating within city boundaries. 
A mandamus writ was issued by 
Circuit Judge Harry K. Fisher, de- 
claring the prohibition ordinance 
uneonstitutional, but the Chi city 
council passed a new law which 
makes it virtually impossible for 
further construction. Double 
Drive-in was started before pas- 
sage of law, and therefore will be 
the only ozoner within city limits. 

The drive-in is operated by the 
Skokie Amus. Co, which cur- 
rently has a conspiracy charge 
filed in circuit court against 21 city 
officials of Skokie Village, Ill., who 
allegedly attempted to. prohibit 
outfit from operating in that vil- 
lage. Ozoner has a $35,000 wooden 
screen, reputed to be the largest 
built to date. 

Temporary 





Mass. Spot Finished in 3 Weeks 

Boston. 
Probably one of the fastest con- 
struction jobs on a local ozoner 
was completed when the Wareham 
Drive-In at Wareham, Mass was 
opened Aug. 19. This was three 
weeks from the time ground was 
broken. It accommodates 565 cars 
and is owned by Julian Rifkin, 

George Markell and Dick Rubin. 


Indiana Exhibs Urge 
Formula On Rentals 
In Warning on Distribs 


Indianapolis, Aug. 29. 


Formula for determining the top 
flat rental which an exhib should | 
pay for his product is being pushed 
by Associated Theatre Owners of 
Indiana, National Allied affiliate. | 
At the same time, ATOI is warn- 
ing its members on the “sleight 
of hand” which it claims distribs 
have used in_ bracketing pix. 
Three out of four exhibs com- 
plaining over excessive rentals at- 





injunction, 


/ ommended to remain in effect by 
Federal Master Manuel Cowen. 
Cowen has submitted findings in 
a hearing to Federal Judge Walter 
J. Labuy, who is to rule within the 
next two weeks. 

The ozoner is the first to gain 


the city ordinance, which attempted 
to bar drive-ins, was overruled in 
Cook County court on the grounds 














tribute it to misallocating pix, 

ATOI tells its members. . . 
Step-by-step figuring in the Film Reviews 

formula is set forth by ATOI as 











Continued from page 6 


The Showdown 


town to find and kill the man who 
robbed and murdered his brother. 


follows: 

1. Determine actual amount of 
weekly overhead exclusive of fea- 
ture film rental; 

2. Break down weekly expense 
into tenths. Usually these tenths 
are proportioned three to Sunday, 
two to Saturday and one to each 
of the week days; 

3. Separately figure the average 
gross of each company’s films on 
each change for a period of one 
year; 

4. From the average gross of 
each company on each change de- 
duct the proper units of overhead. 
From the balance must come film 
rental and profit. Exhib must de- 
termine himself what is a fair 
profit. Remaining amount should 
be exhib’s top rental. 

On the subject of allocation, 
ATOI declares: “With picture 
after picture being allocated in 

the top brackets exhibitors are 
hard pressed to find reasonably 
good product for their mid-week 
changes where the potentialities 
simply don’t exist to come out on 
one and two bracket pictures. That 
is probably why regular movie- 
goers don’t all agree that ‘movies 
are better than ever.’” 


of interesting and unusual char- 
acters. 


nan’s outfit driving the 
northward, and Elliott joins up as 


| cowpokes with his ruthless driving 


relentlessly pursues his campaign 
_to discover the killer. Various in- 
dividuals in the outfit are periodi- 
cally cleared of suspicion, until 
finally the quiet and friendly 
Frennan is gored by a steer and 
confesses the killing before he dies. 
| Miss Windsor, saloon-hotel oper- 
ator, who joins the outfit for the 
drive after buying an interest in 
the large herd, provides both 
glamor and suspense to the pro- 
ceedings, and catches attention 
with her portrayal. Brennan has a 
typical role which _ spotlights 
throughout the-unreeling. All of 
the supporting players are unusu- 
ally effective. 

Dorrell and Stuart McGowan 
teamed to write the script and di- 





550-Car Edmonton (Can.) Ozoner 
Edmonton, Alta. 
Western Drive-In Theatres, Ltd., 
opened its second ozoner here at 
a cost of $160,000. Outdoorer ac- 
commodates 550 cars. Mel Corney 
is manager. 


suspense for maximum effect. Wil- 
‘liam J. O’Sullivan, as_ producer, 
'mounted 


Lanning is far above par. Walt. 


pered the christening include un-| 


“The | 


| 
In addition, the studio will con- 








Wald-Krasna 


Continued from page 3 


iselection of screen rights from 
‘among any scripts of “The Big 
Story,” NBC radio and TV docu- 
mentary on newspaperman adven- 
tures. About 400 such scripts are 
already available and W-K have 
selected for their first the true 
story of a refugee artist who set- 
tled in the south and was accused 
of murder. Investigation by the lo- 





Walt Disney will put “Peter Pan” | a) newspaper uncovered evidence 


ithat freed him, 


| Deal was made with Bernard J. 
Prockter, whe produces the shows. 
It does not preclude him from pro- 
ducing his own films from any sto- 


ries not selected by Wald and Kras- | 


na. Twentieth-Fox’s “Northside 


vee, 


its origin in a “Big Story” script. | 
Wald and Krasna also talked | 
tinue to turn out 18 cartoon shorts | With Arthur Miller, author of the | industry generally. whenever opportunity arises. 


Broadway legit hit, “Death of a/| 
Salesman,” to make under their | 


James Stewart-starrer, had | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Industryites were wondering this week if the pressure of interna- 
tional dangers had created a reverse era of the glad-hand in the picture 
business. Two unusual items attracted their attention: One was a 
song of praise for a distrib in. an indie exhib bulletin and the other a 
paean to a publicity department in a film review. 

First unusual event of the week was the following paragraph from 
the typewriter of secretary Pete Wood in the bulletin of the Indepen- 
dent Theatre Owners of Ohio: “Memo to Metro. Dear Leo: The last 
three pictures the better-half and I have seen were ‘Annie Get Your 
Gun,’ ‘Father of the Bride’ and ‘Duchess of Idaho’—all of them honeys. 
If the public won’t buy this kind of entertainment, then I recommend 
| that the industry close up all of the studios and the executives running 
| them find something else to put into the theatres to go along with the 
| popcorn.” . 

_ No. 2 surprise item was found in the review of Paramount’s “Sunset 

Boulevard” in the Milwaukee Journal. After a couple columns of raves 
for the pic and star, Gloria Swanson, critic Walter Monfried wrote: 
| “Amid all the credits for the unique success, let us not overlook those 
outstanding heroes, the Paramount press department. They have given 
Miss Swanson the finest buildup that recent memory affords.” 








Screen Actors Guild furthered its own industry public relations cam- 
paign this week with a plea to members to help promote films and the 
SAG board, in its 
“intelligence report” to members, noted that actors have a particularly 
good chance to serve as salesmen for their profession and the business 


| banner a new screenplay he has that employs them during guest shots on other media, such as radio 





| 
} 
| 


| recently completed. 


It is called | 
“The Hook” and requires mostly | 


| location shooting on New York) 


docks. 

Miller and director Elia Kazan | 
have been planning to make the 
pic independently, in association 


| with Kermit Bloomgarden, who. 


car Double Drive-In finally de-'| 


under | 
which the Double Drive-In has | 
been permitted to operate within | 
the Chi city limits, has been rec- | 


entrance to Chi boundaries after. 


that ozoners are lawful enterprises. | 


Evidence convinces him that the! 


Elliott arrives in the small cattle | 
_killer is a member of Walter Bren- | 
cattle | 


trail-boss. He antagonizes all the’ 


of both men and cattle while he | 


_rect. Both are tepnotch contribu- | 
‘tions, neatly mixing the action and 


the film with eyeful | : 
scenic backgrounds and neatly in- | ™ake . compensation 
tercut numerous shots of the cat- | deals which they have used effec- 
tle drive. Photography by Reggie | tively to thaw virtually all their | 


produced ‘‘Salesman”’ on Broadway. | 
Wald and Krasna want to bring the | 
trio in on a_ profit-participation | 
basis, as will apply to all creative 
people associated with ‘the new 
unit. 

Miller said this week that it was 
highly uncertain as to whether the 
W-K offer would be accepted. 
Kazan is now on the Coast and, 
since he has been directing for 
20th-Fox, it is believed that that 
studio may get first crack at the 
property. Miller, Kazan and Bloom- 
garden have pretty much given up 
their original idea of financing the 
pic via a limited partnership, as is 
done with Broadway plays. That 
type of venture capital is now 
getting difficult to find. Estimated | 
budget for “Hook” is something 
under $500,000. 

Wald and Krasna flew back to} 
the Coast Sunday (27) after a week | 
of getting acquainted with their 
new associates at RKO and with 
the New York press and exhibs. 
They attended glad-hand luncheons 
and cocktail parties virtually every 
day of their stay, winding up with 
a Waldorf-Astoria feed Friday for 
45 indie and affiliated circuit | 
chiefs. 

Gordon R. Youngman, RKO v.p. 
and general counsel, who came east 
with them, flew back yesterday 
(Tuesday) after taking care of | 
some personal biz in New York. 


Italo Curbs 


Continued from page 4 


and U. S. industry to agree on a 
deal following months of negotia- | 
tion. This is a partial step toward 
still further threatened restrictions 
involving a ceiling on number of 
pix which may be imported. U. S. 
industry is itself split over feasi- 
| bility of accepting voluntary quota 
;rather than having one imposed 
by the government. 
Paradoxical angle is that Dr. 
; Renato Gualino, prez of the Pro- 
‘ducers’ Assn., is asking for the 
quota restriction. He was recently 


entertained in the U. S. for a 
number of weeks at the expense of 
_the MPAA and expressed great re- | 
‘gard for the American industry. 
He has put the import ceiling pro- 
posal before the consultative com-_ 
mittee to the Council of Ministers. 


In addition to the 42% ceiling | 
on rental terms under Article 10, 
minimum guarantees are. abol- 
ished. Law also provides that ex- 
hibs must pay for publicity ex- 
penses up to 3% of a pic’s earn- 
ings. Amounts spent in excess of 
that are divvied equally between 
distrib and exhib. 

The rental ceiling does not ap- 
ply on “exceptional” pictures. <A 
mixed committee of exhibs and / 
distribs must determine’ what's. 
“exceptional.” The law would be 
effective for one year and be 
opened for review at that time. 
It does not affect the 100% freeze | 
on convertibility of lire to dollars | 
|which has applied since the war. | 
Companies may still, however, | 
and other | 


! 
| 
| 


























‘funds in Italy. 


‘at the Roxy, N. Y. 


and television. 

Some actors “thoughtlessly and needlessly” at times ridicule the 
industry, according to the board. It added: “We object when slurs are 
cast at the profession of acting and when motion picture actors as a 
group are smeared. We should object just as strongly when slurs are 
cast at our own industry, even though such slurs are cast in the form 
of ill-advised wisecracks. After all, wisecracks don’t have to be vicious. 
Let's all help to sell pictures and the picture industry.” 





WB got every release but one to portray people mentioned in Matt 
Cvetic’s (as told to Pete Martin) Satevepost expose, ‘I Posed as a 
Communist for the FBI.” which studio is now prepping for a picture. 
Cevtic’s anti-Red activities centered around Pittsburgh, his home town, 
and at one time, in order to throw Communists off his track about the 
way he made a living, went to work for an insurance man. Latter, 
however, said no to Warners about using his name in the movie; others, 
including even judges, jumped at the chance. Martin is assisting on 
the screen play of the script and as soon as shooting begins, Cvetic 
will head for Hollywood to serve as a technical adviser. Wife, from 
whom he was divorced some time ago, won't be portrayed in film ver- 
sion, and neither will their two sons. Ruth Roman, first announced to 
play the wife, will be his girl friend instead. 





Twentieth-Fox will veer from its standard policy of screening all its 
top product a number of times for “‘influential’”’ viewers by holding only 
two showings of “All About Eve” prior to the film’s opening in October 
Previous system was followed to build as much 
word-of-mouth as possible on the pictures before their first playdates. 
n the case of ‘Eve,’ however, according to 20th execs, the film “will 
sell itself” via those two screenings, which are scheduled for the home- 
office projection room next Wednesday (6) and Sept. 11. 





Al Lowe, recently named foreign manager of United Artists, is con- 
tinuing to serve under his old contract. Five-year pact expires, how- 
ever, in less than a month and Lowe has entered into no negotiations 
with the new UA management yet on a new deal. Since he greatly 
broadened his area of responsibility when he stepped into the foreign 
post vacated by former exec v.p. Arthur W. Kelly, it is assumed that 
he will seek a substantial increase over terms of his current pact. 





Arthur W. Kelly, former exec v.p. of United Artists, let it be known 
via an announcement last week that he’ll take on sales supervision of 
indie pix. Intimation was seen in the release, which stated he had 
made a “non-exclusive” arrangement with Charles Chaplin's Celebrated 
Films Corp. to rep its “City Lights,” now in reissue. 

Kelly, currently vacationing in Bermuda, is also prepping an indie 
production of ‘“Half-Caste’” and said he has other production plans. 





Gimbels doesn’t plug Macy’s but RKO permits a United Airlines 
plane to land in “Walk Softly, Stranger,” even though Howard Hughes 
is chief of TWA. 

, be gig was made before Hughes took over RKO, and the shot was 
eft in. 














20th-Fox Earnings 


Continued from page 5 

















greater ratio of its consolidated 
net. 


The loss of the theatre interests, 
plus devaluation of foreign curren- 
cies last September, is what took | 
most of the bite out of 20th’s first | 
half profits. They amounted to) 
$4,683,581, as compared with $5,- 
695,679 for same period last year. 


siderably lower in 1950, however. 
Film distribution, theatre operation 
and administration expenses cost 
$39,619,422, as against last year's 
$44,580,041. 

Interest in the 50 theatres lost 
during 1950 will be partially com- 
pensated for during the rest of the 
year by recent acquisition of 15 


That’s equivalent to $1.59 per | Northern California houses’ in 
share, as against $1.95 for the 1949 which the company was_ partnered 
period. | with Golden State. Company has 

Second quarter earnings, re-| now broken up all of its joint in- 


ported at the same time, were $2,- terests in compliance with the anti- 
842,551, equal to 98c a share. it | trust decisions except for one very 
compares with $2,677,943 (9lc qa minor one. Chain now stands at 
share) for same quarter last year | about 475 houses. 

and $1,841,030 for first quarter | 
this year. j 


While the second quarter eare- S G d | 
ings appear to be bigger than last ee ol en | 
year’s, actually that’s not true, || Continued from page 2 — 
since included js $1,525,841 of in- 
come of prior years from countries Hollywood can feei that the “head 
with currency restrictions. 20th man” is one wit» more than a little 
keeps its accounts on a basis of understanding of show business 
taking up foreign money only as “¢ 
it is actually remitted. . problems. Secretary of Commerce 

Film rental receipts for the first (Charles Sawyer, a Cincinnati apel 
half were $43,005,675, compared Yer, owns substantial interests in 
with veggenetegg LaF ood Theatre | film theatres, an ice rink and roller 
income was 227,521, a drop j j i Iden, 
from $38,366,216 in 1949. a oe ee 

of course, has been in active con- 
tact with industry people and their 
domestic and foreign problems for 


Expenses of film production 
showed an increase this year after 

many years. Early in 1948, when 4 
new system of licensing exports 


several years of gradual reduction. 
Amortization of film costs were 
listed at $28,147,059 for the six 
was created by the Government, 
Golden handled the situation for 
the motion picture industry. 























months, as against $27,536,824 last 
year. 


Operating expenses were con- 
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Senate Mulls New Taxes, Including 
10% TV Levy, Ban on ‘1-Pic’ Deals 


Washington, Aug. 29. + 


Senate last week received for | 
study from its Finance Committee 
the revised tax bill which, instead 
of cutting the wartime excises, such 
as the 20° admissions tax, is now 
a measure to increase the Federal 


revenues by more than $4,- 
500.000,000 a year. 
Following are the provisions 


which will specifically affect show 
business and the peple in it. 

(1) Places a 10° manufacturers’ | 
excise on television sets, like the 
tax now on radio and phonographs. 
Congressional experts figured this 
would bring in an_ additional 
$42,000,000 annually. However, 
the way video receivers are selling, | 
the industry estimates the bite may | 
climb to nearly twice that figure. 

(2) Closes the loophole of the 
collapsible (Hollywood) corpora- 
tion. Senate committee said in its 
report: “The device has been used | 
principally in the motion picture | 
industry. A legitimate corporation 
engaged in the business of pro-| 
ducing motion pictures would ordi- | 
narily pay the corporate income 
tax on its net income and its share- 
holders would pay ordinary income 
tax on their dividends from the | 
corporation. Producers have tried 
to avoid these results by organizing 
separate corporations for each mo- 
tion picture. Upon completion of 
the film but prior to the realization 

_by the corporation of any income 
therefrom, the corporation is liqui- 
dated and the assets are distrib- 
uted. In such a case the corpora- | 
tion pays no tax, claiming that it 
has realized no income. The pro- 
ducer pays tax upon the difference | 
between his costs and the fair mar- 
ket value of the assets so distrib- | 
uted; but such gain is reported as 
long term capital gain, with a maxi- | 
mum effective rate of 25%.” 

(3) Closed the loophole’ of 
Puerto Rican citizenship and taxes 
where most of the earnings come 
from continental U. S. This has 
been used by the “Duffy’s Tavern” 
radio show. 

(4) Closed the loophole where 
those not regularly writers, artists 
or composers may sell outright an 
artistic work and pay capital gains | 
tax rather than higher income tax 








July Tax Upswing 
Reflects Amus. Hike 


Washington, Aug. 29. 
July admissions tax collection 
figures reflect a small upswing in 
the overall entertainment business. 





The July take generally reflects} 
June at the boxoffice and about | 
80% of it is estimated to come} 


from motion pictures. 
The 20% July tax take, as dis-| 
closed by the Bureau of Internal | 
Revenue, was $29,247,204, up from | 
the $28,619,545 of the previous 
month. The figure for July, 1949, 
was $28,661,712. 
The upbeat is not reflected in| 
niteries. “According to July figures, 
the 20% bite on tabs brought in) 
$3,094,194, compared to $3,545,911 
of the preceding month and the 
$3,321,734 received in July, 1949. 





Drive-in a Menace 
To Health, Village Sez 


Chicago, Aug. 29. | 

Skokie Village, Ill., played its 
trump card last week in a 
desperate attempt to amend a five- 
month old superior court decision 
made the banning of | 


which has 
drive-ins illegal. Henry Wells, at-| 
torney for the Chicago suburb, 


filed a brief in state supreme court 
asking that a proposed ozoner un- | 
der operatorship of the Skokie | 
Amus. Corp. be curbed since it 
would create both a traffic and 
health menace to the community. 

Wells contends that the suburb, 
an industrial town bordering north- 
ern Chi, is entitled to the same, 
zoning restrictions as those which | 
prevail 


in a residential section, | 


' which bars the entry of any busi-| 


ness enterprise. With this, he 
feels, zoning should bea two-way | 
deal, making what applies to resi- | 
dential sections also applicable to | 


industrial areas. Wells cites the 


fic, and claims establishment of a | 
drive-in would only add to the traf- | 
fic logjam, as well as act as an 
harassment to the safety of the! 


| past 


IMPELLITERI AIDS TIE 
BETWEEN U AND N.Y. 


Acting N. Y. Mayor Vincent Im- | 


pelliteri will put the finishing 
touches to a reconciliation with 
Hollywood when hizzoner and 400 
other N. Y. city officials show up 
tonight (Wed.) for a special pre- 
view of Universal’s “The Sleep- 
ing City.” Film, produced in 
Gotham with the cooperatien of 
various city departments, was the 
cause of a flareup several months 
ago between Mayor’ William 
O’Dwyer and the industry. 
O’Dwyer then summoned company 
prexies to Gracie Mansion, the 
mayoral mansion, to sound off 
against sequences he found ob- 
jectionable in the film. 

O’Dwyer was mollified by the in- 
sertion of a foreword praising the 
city departments and advising, 
audiences that the yarn was strictly 
fictional. Hizzoner then withdrew 
a threat to ban further city collab- 
bing on N. Y. lensing activities. | 
Result is that the city’s Dept. of 
Commerce and other municipal 
agencies have promised to help 
promote the film. U, in return, | 
has arranged a series of screenings | 
for several thousand policemen and 
the Policemen’s Benevolent Assn. 

Pie world preems at the Para- 
mount theatre, N. Y., Sept. 20. 











Ozoners Bemoan | 


Continued from page 5 














four or five weeks has. 
followed the upturn that has been) 
experienced by under cover! 
houses, others maintain that biz 
is as bad as ever. Part of the rea- 
son for this divergence is undoubt- | 
edly the competitive situation of 


the particular theatre. at aes ag 


Another point of difference | 
among the outdoor exhibs is on} 


the policy of admittfg kids for | the “Goodbye My Fancy” cast at | cations down to about 


free. Many of the houses let mop- 
pets in a car come in without | 
charge, while others have the same | 
system of admissions that they do) 
in stantard houses. 

Those who 
trade for free claim it’s a good 


invite the junior | 


that the theatres 


| Michael Rennie plays the male 





‘UNUSUAL FULL-WEEK 
LOEW DATES FOR ‘IRMA’ 


r telnenssna es grabbed off by 
aramoun or its “M i 
a ee ee signed to star | Irma Goes West” solnke ho ae 
ae Sot peeves a a ag pe od question of which should come 
| > 2 + a .- | first revenue-wise, the first-run or 
/makes her screen bow at Metro in | a string of nabes 
\“Excuse My Dust,” co-starring |“ 7... : P 
Red Skelton and Sally Forrest ...|, P2? has garnered a seven-day 
: , booking in the entire Loew N. Y. 
metropolitan circuit for “Irma” 
‘produced by Otto Preminger in. during Labor Day week. Full-week 
Canada for 20th-Fox . . . William | Scheduling of a pic has been rare, 
Dieterle signed to direct five pic-| since the circuit ordinarily splits 
tures for Hal Wallis, starting with | its weeks into five and two days. 
“The House of Mist,” to be filmed hee bor came about because of 
in England ... Wayne Morris will | a locked booking of “Irma” in the 
make two _ pictures annually for | Paramount theatre on Broadway. 
eg an sag = A Eo Soke ape 4 strongly but had to 
ai __, Agama j F | be pulled after two weeks. L 
bought screen rights to a Korean port felt that the aim oF poet 
war a, ig nye authored | milked on its first-run and there- 
by Katherine Fallon. fore deserved the added time. 


Constance Smith signed player 


contract with 20th-Fox in London 
Continued from page 5 


Briefs From the Lots 


| Hollywood, Aug. 29. 











‘lead in “The Scarlet Pen,” to be | 











and left for Australia to play op- 
posite Peter Lawford in ‘“Kan- 
garoo.” , . “Oh, Susannah” is 
new tag on “The Golden Tide” at 











Republic. . . . Hermes Pan signed 
as dance director on Metro’s “Ex- 
cuse My Dust.” UI bought 
“Fifth Estate,” authored by Lou 
Breslow and Arnold Belgard. .. . 
Sidney Lanfield shifted from Para- 
mount, where he completed “The 
Lemon Drop Kid,” to 20th-Fox to 
direct “Follow the Sun.” ... Jack 
L. Warner announced budget of 
$1,300,000 for “I Posed as a Com- 
munist for the FBI.” ... James 
Best drew a key role in “Prisoner 
of War” at UI. 

Monogram purchased “The Big 
Top,” written by John L. Steven- 
son, for production by Scott R. 
Dunlap. ... John Sutherland will 
produce six westerns starring 
James Ellison. , Paramount 


handed Valentine Davies a writer- | 


director contract, starting Oct. 1. 
Lois Hall plays femme lead 
in “The Witness,” co-starring Joe 
Kirkwood and James Gleason at 
Monogram. .. . Eve Arden joined 


Warners. 

Danny Kaye closed a one-picture 
deal with Metro but the picture 
will not be selected until he re- 


tour. ... “Wings Across the Pa- 
cific” is release title for Repub- 


| village as being heavily congested | Stroke of business strategy, since|lic’s “Wings Over the South Pa- 


with industry and automobile traf-| it brings in a lot of adult trade | cific.” . : 
" wouldn’t get; and his Sextet, Sugar Chile Robin-/ White House several weeks ago in- 


. . UI signed Count Basie 


Thus, when delegates of these 
| other” organizations arrived, they 
|found themselves unprepared to 
'vote for chairmen and committee- 
'men. Some of them beefed. It is 
now COMPO’s aim to prevent any 
'further possible ill feeling. 
Mayer Setting Up 

| Meantime, Mayer is continuing 
‘to set up his own headquarters or- 
ganization in New York. He hired 
an assistant this week, following in- 
terviews with a large number of 
|candidates. The aide’s name will 
ibe announced following clearance 
of his new employment with the 
/major company for which he now 
| works. 

As for other posts on COMPO’s 
| staff, Mayer has received so many 
| applications he is setting up a come 
| mittee of publicity-advertising men 
| from the various companies. They'll 
filter the approximately 250 appli- 
12, and 
| Mayer will then interview these 
| people. 

| No word has been received yet 
| from Washington on a request for 


‘turns from his current eastern|a meeting with Presidential aide 


|John R. Steelman by COMPO’s 
| overall committee for cooperation 
| with the government. Prexy Ned 
E. Depinet sent a letter to the 


otherwise. And inasmuch as a car| son, Billy Holiday and the Delta forming it of COMPO's readiness 
takes the same space no matter Rhythm Boys for a three-reel mu-| to serve. 


how many people are in it (some| 


sical, still wntitled. 
mount’s ‘‘Keystone Girl” back on 


Para- | 


Steelman, under whose aegis 
such liaison falls, has been heavily 


the active list after resting awhile 





on the shelf. ... Ann Dere and 
Richard Garrick in from N. Y. to 


|engaged recently in attempting to 
negotiate peace in the rail strike, 


rates. Professionals are taxed/| Villagers and theatre patrons. —_| theatres, in fact, charge $1 per) 
straight income rates on their| Meanwhile, the drive-in outfit | po hy aggeilcnargg My A ga 
work. Under the new bill, even! has a $1,000,000 conspiracy suit | 8°’: the moppet-for-free policy 


sales of the works will be subject) 
to the straight income tax rates. | 

(5) Sharply increased individual 
income tax rates to provide an ad- 
ditional $2,745,000,000 annually. 

(6) Increased corporate income 
tax rates to yield an extra $1,- 
500,000,000 per year. 

(7) Increased the license fee on 
slot machines from $100 to $150 
annually. 

(8) Strikes out all reductions in» 
the wartime excises which had 
been included in the original 
House-passed tax measure. 


WB Guns 2 More 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Two starters on the Warner lot 
this week make a total of six fea- 
tures in work. New films are “‘Lul- 








laby of Broadway” and “Operation | 


Pacific.” 
Holdovers are “Only =the 
Valiant,” “The Enforcer,” “A 


Streetcar Named Desire” and “Jim 
Thorpe, All-American.” 





$250,000 Leng Circuit House 

Edna, Texas. 
The $250,000 Edna_ theatre 
i here by Long Theatre Cir- 
cult, 








Harried UA Preds. | 


Continued from page 3 











ing the past week that “brighter 
days are immediately 
Frank L. McNamee, prez, has said 
the same thing in New York. That 
obviously would mean they had lo- 
cated coin to finance the operation, 
but producers are taking a show- 
me attitude pending performance. 

Hearing was held Monday (28) 
on UA’s move to vacate the warrant 
of attachment which was obtained 
by David O. Selznick two weeks 
ago. This serves to tie up two-UA 


| 21 village officials for allegedly 


| | De Rochemont 


ahead.” | 


pending in federal court naming 
subverting construction efforts. 


500-Seat Sask. Theatre 
Regina, Sask. 
Work started on $75,000 theatre 
at Wilkie, Sask., for Rothstein 
Theatres, Ltd. House will seat 500. 





/is all to the good. 


In addition, the drive-in men| 
feel, it is advantageous to en-| 
courage kid trade as a method of | 
building a generation of theatre. 
goers for the future. On the other, 
hand, those exhibs who oppose! 
letting children in sans admission 
maintain it is merely a form of | 

















Continued from page 3 =e 


under the Col pact. It’s one of the 
medium-priced entries, ‘““‘The Whis- 
tle at Eaton Falls,” story of a labor 
union’s efforts to keep industry 
from moving away and leaving a 
ghost town. It is based on actual 
\incidents and will be shot in New 
England. First locations are at Do- 





| into a house where they must pay 


free-loading. They claim it gets. 
people into the ‘‘pass” habit and | 
_ they never after that want to come 


full priee. 





Open 750-Car Texas Drive-In 
Snider, Texas. 
Phil Isley and Ruben Williams | 
‘opened the new 750-car capacity | 
Canyon drive-in here. 








Central States’ Addition 
Des Moines. 
Central States ‘Theatre Corp. | 





ver, N. H. 

Shirlee Weingarten, casting di- 
‘rector for the Theatre Guild, has 
{been borrowed by de Rochemont to 
handle hiring of actors for ‘Whis- 
|tle.” There has been no casting as 
yet, with a possibility that de 
Rochemont will reach out to Hol- 
lywood for his leading man. 

“Lost Boundaries,” producer’s 
last pic, has been handed over to 
|Eagle Lion for continuation of re- 
lease, following shutdown of Film 
‘Classics, which distributed it origi- 
nally. FC pact was cancelled when 
it made an assignment to creditors 
and a trustee took over. 
| FC failure was an added blow to 
|de Rochemont on the. pic, which 
will turn in very little coin to the 


It cost only about $500,000, and 


already has garnered $1,500,000 in | keep up its record, it will shortly | month to first secretary at our em- 


_domestic. rentals, but de Roche- 
mont had to give away such a big 
chunk to obtain financing, he has 
a very small stake left. Change- 
over from FC to EL has $s still 
further reduced his take by upping 
\distribution fee from the low 25% 
that was being charged by the Jo- 
seph Bernhard outfit. Despite his 


producer despite its great success. | 


/opened new drive-in at Columbus, 
| Neb. This makes three drive-ins in | 
| Nebraska and four in Iowa under 
| operation by Central States. 





Third Beaumont Drive-In 

Beaumont, Texas. 

Pyramid drive-in opened here | 
on a 10-acre tract near Lamar Col- 
\lege by Maurice Kleinman and 
‘Millard Jones, operating as the 
'J. & K. Theatres. Ozoner has 600- | 
,car capacity with 200 chairs foy , 
| walk-in patrons. C. O. Slaughter | 
|is manager. It is the third ozoner 
opened here in recent weeks. 


Rathvon Payoff | 


t= Continued from page 5 




















by in position—should it desire—| 
to finance all of its product on the | 
strength of its residual income | 
from pix rather than on individual 
film loans, : 

Wentworth Johnson, v.p. of the 
| Philly bank, who negotiated the | 
| loan to the former RKO prexy, | 
said this week that his board of | 


| 
| 


bank accounts to the extent of!meagre earnings on it, de Roche- directors was well-pleased with re- | 


$146,000, which DOS claims is 


‘mont figures “Boundaries” was 


| sults. No new picture loans are now | 


owed him. New York Supreme jwell worthwhile, since it estab-| pending, but bank will consider 


Court Justice Samuel Dickstein re- lished the unit and made possible any applications that come 


served decision on UA’s motion. 


~ & 


‘the very favorable Columbia deal. 


. in, | 
| Johnson said. i 


_ then or to continue with the calen- 


/and French Equatorial 
| Mellen, also a State Dept. career | 


repeat their stage roles in Warners’ In any case, however, it is believed 


Im versi f* 2 /he is not in a hurry to meet with 
Dosing on Of A Streetcar Named | +1. COMPO committee since the 


— | Government is not prepared to ask 
ECA Coin 


any specific chores of the industry 
uum continued from page 4 








as yet. 
| | Next Wednesday's powwow 
‘which will be held at the Hotel 
| Astor, is expected to bring COMPO 
type of additional pictures which , reps to New York from all sections 
are exported to Germany, it has of the U. S. Members of the va- 
been explained. ‘rious exhib groups in the organi- 
ECA had citizens committee, 24tlon have already been notified 


: | by Mayer to ask their constituent 
Wright, ‘Thomas K- Finletter and bodies to abide by the Organiza- 
George N. Shuster, select the ap- | ton Committee's regulations in 
proved 1950 pictures on the basis | calling meetings, but it is expected 
of their value in putting America’s | that the session will further clarify 

one of 


best foot forward to the Germans. be emphasise cages sues. 
; ; i , 7roup wants every 

Mrs. Wright has already been in- COMPO’s 10 organizations that is 
vited to serve on the 1951 com-| represented in an exchange center 
mittee but neither Shuster nor 49 pe consulted befor meetin 
Finletter will be available. Indus- is called. In some ence Ae aie 
try has already suggested half &/ be only as few as two such organi- 
dozen names from which Scott may zations—a Theatre Owners of 
fill the two vacancies. America or Allied unit and the lo- 

One problem currently being cal distributors’ committee. which 
considered is when to start the! would function as rep of the Mo- 
new year. The German license tion Picture Assn. of America. 
period year starts Sept. 1. Question 
is whether to have the year start 











H. B. French Elected 


dar year procedure. Likelihood Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 
is that Scott will retain the calen-| . Harry B. French, Minnesota 
dar year for his operations, -Amus. Co. president, has been 


The new informational media elected chairman ef COMPO's war 


guarantee chief is a State Dept. 
foreign service officer who has 
Spent more than 30 years abroad 
in Italy, France, Britain, Egypt, 
Palestine, Switzerland, Sweden 
Africa. 


but North Central Allied isn’t com- 
mitted to go along with it yet, ace 
| cording to that body’s president, 
Bennie Berger, who, along with 
French, Eddie Ruben, Ben Fried- 
man, M. A. Levy, Ben Blotcky and 
| Art Anderson comprise its organe 
izing committee. 

NCA’s directors will decide at 
their meeting Sept. 6 if they will 
have the body play ball with 
| COMPO = the reactivation of ed 
; | Organization which is similar to the 
— port ga him that our films | northwest division of the World 
A astly influential in telling} War II Activities Committee. He 

wt ge S story to the rest of the | asserts NCA hadn’t been consulted 

pees : He believes they have more | before the launching of the organ- 
mpact than any other mass media, j ization. Friedman is an NCA 

and .doesn't see eye to eye with | member. 
ey who criticize American films Prior to organizing the 850 the- 
hs gp ern harmful to the Na-/ atres in the Minneapolis exchange 
interest when they are area, permanent committees will 


played overseas, i be appointed, French announced. 


man on loan, was shifted last 


bassy in Rome. 
Scott is a great believer in the 


ECA program to help our films 
abroad. His long foreign service 


> 


activities organidation-fer this-area,——--— 
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18 —_—s PICTURES VARIETY 
; ESTHER WILLIAMS GETS ff. — 
Clips from Film Row $2,500 WEEKLY PacT | Picture Grosses — 
; Hollywood, Aug. 29. | | First national 
+ ++ Esther Williams will draw $2,500 LOS ANGELES 
; ose : : ’ k, 52 weeks a year, for the : ifor next month. 
rc of putting “inferior pictures” in % Wee (Continued from page 8) 
NEW YORK the top brackets. _next 10 years, a total of $1,300,000, (Metropolitan) (1,106; 840; 834; 50- 
James FE. Gribble, formerly John Ludwig, former Minnesota | under her new optionless contract $1)—"Modern Marriage” (Mono) 


Eagle Lion branch manager in 
Dallas, joined JacK Schlaifer En- 
terprises as southern territory sales 
rep for all N. Peter Rathvon prod- 
uct. 

Two Loew assistant-managers, | 
Sy.vio Blais, Jr., of the Loew-Poli 
Strand, Waterbury, Conn., and Ray 
Flynn of the College, New Haven, | 
into the armed services on Sept. 1. | 
They are members of National 
Guard units being federalized on 
that date. 

Fred Jessie, former chief of 
service of Loew’s Grand, Atlanta, 
assigned by John Murphy of 
Loew’s as assistant manager of 
Loew’s State, Memphis. | 

Sol Schreiber, of Loew’s 
Theatres accounting department, | 
returned after illness of several 
months. 

Edward C. Dowden, assistant ad- 
vertising and publicity director of | 
Loew’s Theatres, recuperated from | 
heart attack and at his post after 
an eight-week absence. 


Shuffle in RKO sales personnel 
this week saw two company staff- | 
ers upped from the ranks, it was 
disclosed by _ distribution § chief | 
Robert Mochrie. As of Monday | 
(28), J. C. Emerson, manager in | 
Denver, became San _ Francisco 
branch manager after J. P. Smith | 
resigned to enter another field. | 
Replacing Emerson in Denver is | 
salesman Marvin Goldfarb. Both | 
men have been with RKO for some 
10 years. 

William W. Howard, assistant | 
general manager of RKO Thea-| 
tres, will preside at a two-day | 
meeting with all RKO _ division 
managers next Wednesday and)! 
Thursday (6 and 7). It will be 
held at the home office in New | 
York. Aim will be to figure ways | 
for garnering extra dollars in the 
new season. 

Attending from the field will be 
Ben Domingo, Russ Emde, Joseph 
Alexander, Jerry Shinbach, Harry 
Weiss, Jay Golden, Mike Edelstein, 





Sigurd Wexo, John Hearns, | 
Charles Oelreich and _ Hardie | 
Meakin. Office contingent will in- 
clude, besides Howard, Sol A. 


Schwartz, executive vice-president | 
and general manager; Tom O’Con- | 
nor, Harry Mandel, Matty Polon, 
Bob Sherman, David Canavan, 
Major L. E. Thompson, Lee Koken, 
John Redmond, J. Yeransian, Dan 
Friendly and James Roth. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Charles Zinn, Minnesota Amus. | 
Co. Twin Cities district manager, | 
back from northwoods rest. 

W. F. Bender, Bemidji, Minn., 
exhibitor, started move to buy 
sewing machine for Lake Julia TB) 
sanitarium in which he was patient; | 
every exhib in four northern Min- 
nesota counties contributed. 





Bob Berger quit employ of his | 
father, Bennie Berger, and joined | 


Arne Ferrin in building vaude 
units over the state. 
North Central Allied directors 


'and terminate his partnership with |to be filmed in Spring. 


| Swedish production, and two 
| Affair.” | 


|mount, signed as head booker for 








Amus. Co. official, withdrew his| With Metro. Pact also calls for a 
friendly suit against MAC to stop | 12-week yearly vacation, with pay. 
it from carrying out the Para- First picture under the new ar- 
mount consent decree agreement | rangement is “The ee 

ctress, 
it in the ownership and operation | meanwhile, is awaiting the birth of 
of two Jamestown, N. D., theatres. | her second child. 


ST. LOUIS neg a 
M-G’s Switches 


A memorial show in the Salem, 
Continued from page 5 jam 














Salem, Ill., in honor of its found- 
er, Robert C. Cluster, was staged 
last week to raise funds for the | 
Marion County cancer campaign. | Memphis exchange 
Cluster died of cancer in 1949. _—_| bulking this with Atlanta, 

John Dickson sold his Elmo in jotte, Jacksonville, 
St. Elmo, Ill, to Charles Beninati, | and Washingtén, where he quarters 
Carlyle, Ill, where he owns the | when not enroute. 
Ritz. |in any of the other field posts are 


Fred M. Joseph, of Fanchon & | announced end gene. wit 
: ; oi probably 
Marco’s St. Louis legal staff, elect | be made in view of the company’s 


Taran nave Ba eos Fora | attitude toward definitely trying 


Berutt and Wandell Theatres, Out group selling to avoid repetiti- 
Inc., lighted their new Berwan, a | 0US traveling and expense by the 
600-seater, Sullivan, Mo. | sales force. Move also is designed 

With hopes of reducing the to have sales force concentrate 
federal amusement tax doing a/more on big pictures coming, such 
fadeout, Fanchon & Marco here|as “King Solomon’s’§ Mines,” 
announced that the 75c top scale, |“Kim,” “Quo Vadis,” and pictures 
eliminated for several months at/jike “Ivanhoe” and 
its Fox, Missouri and St. Louis, in | Caruso,” which are on the pro- 
midtown, will be restored this | jected list and probably will be 


week at the three houses. — © ae aie 
. Heap tags made in England and Culver City 
Fanchon & Marco and the St. in 1951. 


Louis Amus. Co., controlling four | 
deluxers and 20 nabes in St. Louis; Company hasn’t decided how 
County withdrew all ads from the | many pics will make up the initial 

















operations, 
Char- 





| St. Louis Globe-Democrat, the sole | block to be offered exhibs in the 


: ® _ : } ° . ° 
morning daily here, no explanation | trial semester. Indications are the 
being given for move. maiden packet will include 


a a: ae of the releases for the balance 
LOS ANGELES 


| of the year with the exception, of 
Stratford Pictures, a Monogram Course, of such films as “Annie 

subsidiary, will release “Man on Get Your Gun,” “The Next Voice 

the Run,” made in England. | You Hear...” 

Oxford Films took over U. S./| Crown,” all of which are getting 

distribution of “Blood and Fire,’ | the plush-for-velvet treatment by 

both the pub and ad dept., as well 


as the sales arm. 
. . _| With Rodgers now set on his 
Pete Gray, formerly with Para | manpower and releases for the bal- 
Monogram branch here. lance of the year, he’s due soon 
Alex and Max Schreiber opened to make his regular trek to the 


French films, “Rita” and “Her First 


their new $750,000 Paradise thea- | golden clime for his usual limning | 


tre, a 1,300 seater, in the West-,of Schary’s fodder to come after 
chester district. |the turn of the year. 


Motion Picture Sales Corpora- | 
RKO-Brandt 


tion, headed by Neil Agnew and | 
Continued from page 3 jae 








Charles Casanove, obtained the | 
Breen office okay on “Volcano” 
and will release it in U. S. this fall. | 


KANSAS CITY 


iev who robbed the Ritz, | consent decree, the circuit is not 
PR ag wo last week, are be-| permitted to add any houses. The 
lieved weak of mind. They lugged, Merger with T-L would in effect 
off the 1,200-pound theatre safe,, be doing that. Brandt main- 
but got only $600. | tains, however, that in no situa- 











Fox Midwest holds its annual | tion would melding of the T-L and | 


outing and stag Wednesday (30) in| RKO houses give the new chain 
connection with its annual man-| any undue competitive advantage 
agers meeting. 


Babe Cohn, managet of the Para- | Other exhibs. 
mount, is back on job after long Certain of Two-Thirds Vote 


illness following a heart attack. Theatreman was also certain 


RKO shares would be voted in 
favor of the merger through the 





at a special meeting Sept. 6 will 
be asked by prexy Bennie Berger 
to call upon Department of Justice 
to investigate what he describes 
as a “huge swindle” to enrich dis- 
tributors at independent exhibi- 
tors’ expense. Claims the “swindle” 
is the present distributor policy 


= 








4. ENGINE DOUGLAS DC-4$ 


Direct from LaGuardia and Newark 


Round 
Trip Special 











1 STOP 
each 


CALIFORNIA $80 Sc) 


Fly Now—Pay Later 1 WAY $88 
Miami $35 non-stop Chicago $24 


NORTH 
UY, se 


Make your advance reservations now! 


BRyant 9-6492 


503 Sth Ave. (at 42 St.). Suite 100 


O@ Hotel st. G 
UL 5-3888 _ B’klyn — 


Free Ticket Delivery irregular Flights 
























WASHINGTON 
process of buying them up. 


Something new being added to Hu , re 
| ’ : a ‘e ghes owns 24%. All other 
| town’s theatre line-up with unshut- | deatiens at be alfeced the 


| terin of two second-run_ art oe 
| houses. The Guild in nearby Alex- aha =. a which is 
[mdria, Virginia, a converted nabe, ie Sombined. theatre dist bution 
fs the Georgetown, named for its| Production organization is now 
location: preems Sept. 3 with split- selling on the New York exchange 
week policy ; 4 “4 aes He cig arn 
lose ten +f er chain | that there shou e no difficulty 
sens: Hk in ne Warger chal in" geting” ockholdes 10 par 
time home of the Warner Brothers, with their theatre stock alone at 
last week. The 1,000 seater was “i. than that a oy me 
launched by Harry Kalmine, gen-| | 4 will be 00s Pe . y a 
eral manager of the chain, George | he RRO he appointed to buy up 
A. Crouch, general manager of the R shares. Brandt and his 
Washington-Virginia zone, and lo- | 28s0ciates already control more 
cal celebs than two-thirds of T-L. Thus, if 








the end of the year, by which time 


BOSTON 





: Hughes must make his divorce- 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Pinanski, | ment good, Brandt group will be 


|prez of TOA and local ATC | 6§24% provision is part of Dela- 
bey —— the engagement | in position to take over. The 
of their daughter, Doris Nathalie, | ware law under whi “ 
| to Arnold Howard Dunne of Chest- | — 
| nut Hill. £: 14 to} h| 
|_ Auditorium, Lynn, sold to Joseph holders is expected to come 
_E. Levine of Embassy Pix. House through a bond issue floated by 
puke ay owned by Morse and| Kuhn, Loeb or some other Wail 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 


Control of historic State Theatre 
'at Salisbury, N. C., at one time host 





panies are incorporated. 


how big this would have to be. 
but talk is of its being somewhere 
between $27,000,000 and $32.000.- 
000. Hughes would get something 
over $7,000,000 for his 24%. 











SPORTSERVICE CORP 


RISERVICE 8 


G. ¢ BUFFALO, N.Y WA: 2506 


gq, Capitol and Victory, 





| to America’s leading actors and ac- 
| tresses, changed hands. 

| Everett Enterprises, of Charlotte 
| buying the theatre from North 
| Carolina Theatres, Inc., onerator of | a firm commitment from the bank- 
) Salisbury. ers. They said they’d give no ab- 
Iredell Hutton continues as 1iana-| solute commitment until they had 
ger as does other personnel of seen all the figures involved. An 
house. It has been a combo house, | audit is now being made to 
using vaude and second-run pix. | vide them with the statistics they 
Planned to make it a first-run. | desire. 


backed down resulted from failure 
of Noah Dietrich, Hughes’ princi- 





New Orleans | 


No changes | 


“Robinson | 


most | 
| Estimates for This Week 


and “Stars in My | 


| “Duchess of Idaho” (M-G). 


Justice approval. Under RKO’s) 


| that might be deemed harmful to | 


that the required two-thirds of | 


Since stock in! 


the RKO stock is acquired before | 


the anti-trust court has decreed | 


Coin to buy up the shares of all. 


Street house. It is not certain yet 


Reports that Kuhn, Loeb had 


| pal adviser and negotiator, to get | 


pro- | 














‘and “Mystery at Burlesque” 
'(Mono). Sour $5,000. Last week, 
Hawaii with Orpheum, others sec- 
ond-run. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1,370; 885; 1,145; 601$1)—“Savage 


'Horde” (Rep) and “County Fair” | 
Slow $14,000. Last week, | 


(Mono). 

“Desert Hawk” (U) and “Triple 
Trouble” (Mono) (9 days), $25,400. 

Four Star (UA) (900; 60-$1)— 
“Since Went Away” (SRO) and “I'll 
| Be Seeing You” (SRO) (reissues). 
Dull $2,200. Last week, “City 
Lights” (UA) (8th wk), $1,800. 

Fine Arts, Guild (FWC) (679; 9638; 
60-$1)—“‘Beware of Pity” (Indie). 
| Slow $2,500 or close. Last week, 
|“Royal Affair” (Indie) (2d wk), 
$1,400. 
| 


‘Rose’ Colossal $16,000, 


Pacing Cincy; ‘Duchess’ 





Cincinnati, Aug. 29. 


This bullish round for major 
|stands is extending trade tilt that 
| started more than a month ago. 
“Black Rose,” shapes terrific at 
Keith’s, with an edge over socko 
| “Duchess of Idaho” at Grand for 
town lead. Also new, “Destination 
Moon,” has Albee in sturdy stride. 
“Three Little Words” 
beefy in second stanza at big 
Palace, where holdovers are rare. 


levard” (Par), big $15,000. 

Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 55- 
75)—“Louisa” (U) (2d wk). Okay 
$7,000 after pleasing $10,000 
preem. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 

Socko 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Return Fron- 
tierman” (WB) 
| Law” (WB), all right $7,500. 
| Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55- 
75)—“Black Rose” (20th). Terrific 
$16,000. Holds. Last week, “Skip- 
per Surprised Wife’ (M-G), fairish 
$5,000. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,500; 
“Sunset Boulevard” (Par) ‘m.o.). 
Bright $6,500. Last week, “Our 


| Very Own” (RKO) (m.o.), same. 

| Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75) — 
“Three Little Words’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Sturdy $12,000 on heels of 
smash $18,000 bow. 


CLEVELAND 


(Continued from page 8) 


Years” (M-G) and “Please Believe 
Me” (M-G), ditto. 

Palace ‘RKO) (3,300; 55-75) — 
“Panic in Streets’ (20th). 
$14,000. 
Place” ‘Col), $9.500. 

State (Loew's) (3.450; 55-75) — 





Mild $12,000. 
Without Passport’ ‘(M-G) plus 
stageshow topped by Jerry Co- 
lonna, Andy and Delia Russell, 
| Three Suns, swell $30,000. 
| Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 
—"So Young, So Bad” ‘U). 
$10,000. Last week, ‘‘Three Little 
Words” ‘(M-G) ‘m.o.), oke $7,500 
on third lap downtown. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 9) 


Solid $4,000. Last week, “Broken 
Arrow” (20th) and “The Lawless” 
(Par), $7,500. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- 
85)—“Broken Arrow” (20th) 


55-75) 
Neat 





$12,200. 


Paramount (Evergreen) 


(WB) and “Guilty of Treason” 
(EL), also Oriental. Trim $7.500. 
Last week, “Treasure Island” 


(RKO) (2d wk), big $6.800. 

United Artists (Parker) (890: 50- 
85)—'‘‘Three Little Words” (M-G). 
Torrid $13,000 or near. Last week 
“Crisis” (M-G), $5,900. 


TORONTO 


(Continued from page 8) 


(Par) (2d wk). Still wow $15,000 
after last week’s $18.000. 
; Odeon (Rank) (2.390; 48; $1.15)— 
‘Happy Years” (M-G). Light $9.- 
500. Last week, “Rogues Sherwood 
Forest” (Col) (2d wk), $9,000. 
Shea’s (FP) (2.386; 38-67 )—“Our 
Very Own” (RKO) (4th wk). Good 
me after last week's fine $10,- 





Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 42 - 75)— 
| “Lady Without Passport’ (M-G). 
Weak $4,000. Last week, “Johnny 
| Eager” (M-G) (reissue), $5,000, 





} 
| 


{ 


/on the Argentine question 


| Huge 156, ‘Moon’ $12,000, 


‘ELC SETS 1ST NATIONAL 
PARLEY FOR SEPTEMBER 


convention for 
_Eagle Lion Classics has been set 
Dual meets are 
Slated, with the first taking place 
in New York, Sept. 7-9, and the 
second in Chicago, Sept. 14-16. 


Besides a full turnout of ELC’s 
Sales staff, number of indie pro- 


_ducers releasing through the com- 


pany and their sales reps have been 
invited. Among those asked to at- 
tend are N. Peter Rathvon, Jack 
Schlaifer, Jack Schwarz, Sid De- 
neau, Neil Agnew, Lester Cowan, 
Edward A. Golden, Budd Rogers, 
Harry Thomas, Irving Lesser, Sey- 
mour Poe, Frank Melford and 
Harry Kosiner. 








Arg. Stalling 








Continued from page 5 


foreign chief, is now in Buenos 
Aires. His colleagues in the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America are 
awaiting a report from him before 
determining their course. They met 
last 
week and will conclave again as 
soon as word is received from 
Cohen. 


In addition to the changes in 
the pact negotiated by Eric John- 
ston with Finance Minister Ramon 
Cereijo almost four months ago, 


| Argentines are seeking to impose 


a number of changes in their do- 


| mestic laws which would seriously 


continues | 


'9.02 pesos to the dollar to 


hurt U. S. distribs. Principal 
change in the pact itself would 
switch the rate of exchange from 
12.5 


| pesos. 


| Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75) —| 
“Destination Moon” (EL). Solid 
$12,000. Last week, “Sunset Bou- 


Argentines also would change 
their domestic regulations to in- 


, crease the taxes on U. S. earnings 
| from 12% to 15%. There is like- 


and “This Side of | 


wise afoot a law, not entirely 
clarified yet, which would impose 
an additional 50° tax on films, 
books, magazines an other com- 
munication media. 


Also, they want to raise the ex- 
hibition quota outside of Buenos 


| Aires from two weeks out of five 


for domestic product to three 
weeks out of six—in other words, 
50°. B. A. quota would remain 


, one week out of four. 


} 
55-75) — | 


Still further blow would reduce 
the holdover figure in theatres for 
Argentine product to 80° of what 
it is for foreign pix. That would 
mean, of course, enforced increases 
in playing time for the homegrown 
pix. 





Bowling Green U's Pix Course 


Bowling Green, O., Aug. 29. 
Bowling Green State U. will 


| Sponsor a motion picture apprecia- 


Average | 
Last week, “In Lonely | 


“A. & C. in Foreign Legion” (‘(U),. | 
Last week, “Lady , 


| 


} 


and | 
“The Lawless” (Par) (2d wk). Fancy | - 
$7.500 in 6 days. Last week, hot) 
ul (3.400: | 
50-85) —"“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” | 4 


Le | 


| LUCILLE BALL i 
| 





tion series for students and faculty 
only, without offering college 
credits. 

Series will be directed by James 
Limbacher, assistant director of 
the news bureau. 























New York Theatres | 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 


“SUNSET BOULEVARD” 


Willlam HOLCEN @ Gloria SWANSON 
Erich VON STROHEIM 


A Paramount Picture 
Spectacular Stage Presentation 































SCIENTIFICALLY AUR-CONGITIONED 
7th Ave. and SOth St. * DOORS OPEN 10:30 A.M. 





"rreene’ BOB HOPE 


Fan 
Pants 


Coler by TECHNICOLOR 
with BRUCE CABOT - JACK KIRKWOOD 
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VARIETY 


RADIO 








CAMEL EYES CBS 


B casters Puzzled On Red Treatment: 
Absence of Govt. Directives Hurts 


Broadeasters are finding them- 
selves faced with a problem re- 
sulting from the cold war and- the 
fighting in Korea—that of dealing 
with Communist subject matter on 
dramatic shows. Some stanzas are 
tailoring scripts to have the vil- 


lains directly labeled as Commies. | 


What is posing a dilemma for the 
webs is that some of the airers, out 
to hypo their ratings, are resorting 
to sensationalism, characterizing 
the Reds as speaking with heavy 
accents and practically recreating 
the old concept of the bearded Bol- 
shevik carrying a bomb. Such ob- 
vious propaganda efforts, it’s felt, 
defeat their purpose. 

The network programmers, mean- 
while, decry the absence of offi- 
cial Government directives, such 
as the Office. of War Information 
and the Office of Censorship pro- 
mulgated during World War II. 
Then they had guidance on what 
should and shouldn’t be said about 
the Reds. Rating-seekers were kept 
from being lurid by policies which 
restricted atrocity reports only to 
those officially documented. 

The lack of official directives is 
also. perplexing some _ stations 
which expect requests from the 
Communist Party for air time. 
Last month WWRL, Woodside, N. 
Y., wrote the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters, pointing out that 
broadcasters must abide by Section 
315 of the Communications Act, 


which states if one candidate for | 


publie office is granted facilities, 
equal opportunity should be given 
to all other candidates for the 
office. 

Issue was raised because of elec- 
tion time drawing near. WWRL 


(Continued on page 34) 


Asks 746 Damage 
For Buried Idea 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Damages of $74,000 are sought 
by scripter Don Black, who charges 
that Ruthrauff & Ryan let a radio- 
television idea die of suffocation. 
In a suit brought in superior 
court, Black charges his show, 
“Spotlight on Youth,” was pre- 
sented June 29, 1949, and that the 
agency let it lie dormant and re- 
fused to return the material. Pro- 
gram was premised on broadcasts 
from high schools around the na- 
tion. Damage figure is based on 
estimated revenue if show had 
been broadcast. 


WW4J, DETROIT, STRIKE 
ROLLS ON: NO HOLDUP 


Detroit, Aug. 29. 
After a week of continuous ne- 
gotiations, WWJ has failed to 
reach a settlement with 56 en- 











ys 
+ 


‘New Small Station Sales 
| Net to Preem in Texas 


Fort Worth, Aug. 29. 
The newly-organized Radio Sales 





| cigarets to bankroll its three-hour 


Network held a meeting here re- | 


;cently with the target date set as 
Oct. 1 for start of its operations. 

| The web is to be a national sell- 
ing group of smaller stations com- 
peting with larger metropolitan 
| outlets. Advertisers will be able to 
pick the market they wish to cover 


‘able for their use. 


| that radio is far from dead, is close 


A006 BILLINGS IN 
FOOTBALL SETUP 


CBS network, looking for new 
arguments to prove its contention 


to a clincher this week. Web is 
near the inking stage, with Camel 





Saturday afternoon football round- | 
ups, which have been offered for | 
sponsorship for the first time this | 
year. Deal, calling for eight Sat- | 
urday programs for a total of 24 | 
hours of air time, will deposit about | 
$300,000 in billings in the aed 
coffers. 

Sale of CBS’s specially-developed | 


‘and the outlet will be made avail- | football roundups, coupled with a | 


virtual SRO status on its Saturday | 


| night AM for the first time since | 


CRID RO 








UNDUP 





NBC Figures to Lose Up to $1,000,000 
But Dream Show’ Project Rolls On 





Not Wanted 


Producers of NBC’s “Want- 
ed,” documentary crime stanza 
which tells the stories of men 
being sought by the police, ran 
into a tough problem involving 
interweb diplomacy last week. 
Script concerned a_ suspect 
wanted for murder, who turned 
out to be the son of the man- 
ager of a CBS affiliate. 

NBC did the gentlemanly 
thing and deleted all reference 
to the youth’s parentage. 








Curtis Bowles prez of Bowles & 
Co., national representatives, is 
presiding head of the new web, 
which has its headquarters here. 


the war, should prove that radio is 
still a potent selling medium, ac- 
cording to CBS brass. Web execs 
| think the Saturday night SRO is 
| particularly significant in light of 
the ultra-heavy television program- 
| ming scheduled for that night in 
| the fall. On radio, CBS has only 
| the 7 to 7:30 slot still open, while 
NBC is sold out with the exception 
of the 8 to 8:30 period. 

CBS’s football roundups, devel- 
| oped by the web’s sports director, 


| 6 
Station Seen 
| 2 
Not Periled By 
‘Bere were inated during the 100 
Commies Ban | season. Under the bernie 4 the web 


carries straight football from 2:30 
. to 5:30 p. m., hop-scotching across 
Bridgeport, Aug. 29. the country to bring listeners parts 
Refusal of WLIZ, Bridgeport day- | of the top games each week. This 
time indie, to sell time to the| year, with Derr as producer-direc- 
Communist Party in the election | tor, the web plans to air five com- 
campaign this fall will net put the | plete games via direct remote pick- 
| station in hot water with the FCC,| up, plus running reports on 15 
|the broadcaster has been advised | others, which will be phoned into 
| by Paul Porter, former FCC head | New York by specially-selected re- 
'and now a Washington lawyer. | porters, collated by five editors and 
| Porter’s opinion was obtained by | fed to the studio in short takes. 
| Connecticut U. S. Sen. William Desmond as Emcee 
| Benton (ex-Benton & Bowles) on Connie Desmond is to serve as 











request of Philip Merryman, former | emcee for the roundups this year. | 


| NBC exec, now g. m. of WLIZ, who | Barber, who is already committed 


}inquired whether a taboo on Com-/to calling the college games for | 


|mie political commercials might | CBS video, may also take part in 
| jeopardize the station’s license re-| the broadcasts if he can be fitted 
/newal. |into the schedule. Present plans 
| “I think any commission which call for Barber to join Desmond 
| undertook to penalize a licensee be- | during the final hour each week 
|cause he denied his facilities to a; for commentary on the games 
‘qualified Communist would be in| played that day, their effect on 
‘plenty of hot water,” Porter told | various conference standings, ete. 
Benton. Camels reportedly is especially 
| “In this particular period, I be- anxious to get Barber for at least 
‘lieve a radio station manager would | part of the show, figuring it would 
| be justified in denying his facilities | represent a neat coup for them to 
‘to a Communist candidate for of-| get the announcer who's been iden- 
‘fice on the grounds that such a/| tified with the competing Old Gold 
broadcast would intend to incite | cigarets on radio for so many 
the community and that, even , years. f : 

though the state laws permitted) CBS plans to tee off its radio 
Communists access to the ballot, | football coverage Sept. 30 with the 
‘the licensee could not thereby con-| Single Maryland vs. Navy game. 
clude that a Communist was a| Camels will come in the following 
‘bona fide’ candidate, but was) Week, Oct. 7, when the roundup 





merely undertaking to exploit the 
Communications Act and the radio 
| station involved for the purposes 
‘of confusion unrelated to the 
‘merits of the election issues facing 
| the voters.” 

| Sen. Benton told Merryman he 
would go to bat for WLIZ were 
'FCC to question the ban on Com- 
'mie time. 


| 
{ 








gineers who walked out Aug. 19. | 


Members of the National Assn. of 
Broadcasting Engineers and Tech- 
nicians callea a strike in support 
of wage demands. However, they 
returned to work Aug. 21 pending 
a truce. 

Harry Bannister, WWJ general 
manager, said that except for the 
first three days of the strike, all 
radio and TV programs, both local 
and network, were broadcast, with 
business as usual. 


Sinatra 15-Min. Airer 
Bows in Oct. for Tintair 


Frank Sinatra has been sold by 
CBS for a quarter-hour weekly 
Show to be sponsored by Tintair, 
home hair tint process. Program 
will air from N. Y. Sundays at 5 
p.m. Tintair is a product of By- 
mart Corp., headed by Carl Byoir, 
of the public relations firm, and 
Martin Straus, former board chair- 
man of Eversharp. 

A eens AM series starts Oct. 





Examiner Refuses To 


Call Richards at FCC 
Hearing Due to Health 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


| The Government suffered a se- 
rious setback last week in its ef- 
forts to have G. A. Richards penal- 
ized for allegedly slanting the news 
on his three stations. It was a hard 





blow to Benedict Cottone, FCC 
chief counsel, when Examiner 
|James Cunningham ruled _ that 


‘Richards would not have to testify 
in his own defense. Cottone had 
‘banked on bringing Richards into 
‘the hearing to crack the case, but 
‘the strategy will have to be 
changed now. 

| Three heart specialists who have 
‘treated Richards for ticker trouble 
‘testified last week that their pa- 
‘tient could not stand the ordeal of 
‘emotional stres. or agitation. Cun- 
‘ningham then addressed counsel : 
“I am now thoroughly convinced 


(Continued on page 34) 


‘system starts, and take over 
‘through the final Nov. 25 date. 
Agency for Camels is William Esty. 


CBS’ DERR TO G0 LOCAL 
FOR SAT. SPORTS SHOW 


With Curt Gowdy set to emcee 





| 
} 
| 


for CBS this fall, John Derr, the 
web’s associate sports chief, may 
take over as announcer on a 15- 
minute Saturday evening show on 
a year-round basis locally over 
WCBS, the web’s key N. Y. outlet. 
Station is now offering the program 
|for sale in the Saturday 6:30 to 
\6:45 p.m. period. 

Show would be a one-man opera- 
ition, with Derr producing, script- 
ling, directing and announcing. In- 
stead of comprising just a review 
'of the week’s sports activities, it 
\is expected to include news and 
;comment, as well as interviews 
‘with top sports celebs. Derr will 
be the first CBS network exec to 
‘do a show on a local basis only. 


FLETCHER INTO LAW 
Washington, Aug. 29. 
| Frank U. Fletcher, co-owner of 
WARL and WARL-FM in Arling- 
iton, Va., and National Assn. of 
‘Broadcasters board member, and 








the “Saturday Review in Sports” | 


ABC Sets Overall 
_ Expansion Plans 


As Billings Perk 


ABC, in the wake of increased 
AM and TV business, is readying 
|Overall expansion plans, which 





will mark a swing of the pendulum | 
| from budgetary euts which lopped | 


| Staffers and last 


| year. 


| As part of the expansion, the 
iweb is doing some. efficiancy- 
|experting, with public affairs vee- 
|pee Bob Saudek reportedly head- 
|ing up the reorganizational group. 
| With the increased business ac- 
|tivity (reflected in earnings of 
| $180,000 for the first six months 
|of °50, compared with a $46,000 
loss for the same period of ’49), 
additional personnel will be hired 
in the department-by-department 
| check. 


expenditures 


the television sphere, with a con- 
siderable number of technicians 
|taken on. Web is going to seven- 
| days-weekly operation, after hav- 


ing been dark on Monday and 
Tuesday nights since early this 
year. 





FCC Sticks to Call Letter 
Rule, Denying Bid by Ill. 
_ Station to Make Switch 


Washington, Aug. 29. 
Policy gequiring use of different 
call letters for radio stations under 





|common ownership, but located in | 


| different communities, was” reaf- 
| firmed last week by the FCC in 
| denying a request from WHFC in 
| Cicero, Ill., to change its FM call 
'in Chicago from WEHS to WHFC- 
| FM. 


.WHFC, which has _ auxiliary , 


studios in Chicago, claimed that 


| Cicero, though incorporated as a. 


separate city, is in the center of 
| the Chicago metropolitan district 
'and that WEHS is duplicating its 
| programs for 3312 hours per week. 


| By using the same basic call for | 
_the AM and FM sstations, it as- | 
listeners would gain a' 


| Serted, 
, clearer impression of the relation- 
| ship between the stations, the pres- 
| tige of the AM station would be 
| enhanced and sale of time on both 


stations would be promoted. 


| 


| Commission, however, refused to 
budge from its adopted policy, 
which limits use of common call 
| letters to stations in the same city 
|under one ownership. Agency 
| pointed out that it was to cover 
| just such a situation as WHFC that 
| its policy was invoked “to eliminate 
|the confusion and_ uncertainty 
caused by licensees employing 
common call letters for stations 
| under common ownership but lo- 
' cated in separate communities in 
| the same general area.” 
| Use of the same basic call, FCC 
| added, would give the licensee op- 


Hiring is already in evidence in | 


‘John H. Midlen have joined to| portunity to gain an unfair trading 
‘form a radio law practice under | advantage or to submerge the in- 


‘the name of Fletcher & Midlen. 
Offices will be in the Munsey 
bldg., Washington. 


| dividual interests of one of the 


| communities it was authorized to | 


serve. 


+ The National Broadcasting Co.'s 


| bid to reclaim the early Sunday 
| night prestige that disappeared 
with the shift of Jack Benny to 
| CBS, may cost the network up to 
| $1,000,000, but NBC is all set to tee 
| off Oct. 15 with a 144 hour mara- 
thon from 6:30-8 p.m. which will 
carry a $30,000 ‘alent bill- alone, 
sans time. The three 30-minute 
segments will be available to spon- 
| sorship at $7,500, which means 
NBC absorbs quite a talent-and- 
time deficit, not counting an addi- 
| tional $8,000 production charge. 


Tallulah Bankhead will emcee 
| the debut show. (She’s being 
,sought as permanent emcee), 


Groucho Marx will 
second show. Milton Berle and 
Bob Hope will top the next two 
shows, and so on. Each bill will 
be headed by a top comedian, as 
far as possible, of whom NBC has 
subsidized quite a few others, in- 
cluding Fred Alleu, Jimmy Durante 
and Eddie Cantor. However, for 
the teeoff bill, both Allen and 
| Durante will be part of the show, 
| which Miss Bankhead will emcee. 
| Mindy Carson, Tony Martin, Toni 
Arden, Hedda Hopper, Kay Thomp- 
son choir, Red Foley, Jose Iturbi, 
Sir Laurence Olivier and wife 
Vivien Leigh, and two permanent 
bands—Meredith Willson, who will 
originate from New York, and 
Robert Armbruster, from Holly- 
wood—will comprise the kickoff 
bill. 

Charles (Bud) Barry, NBC’s pro- 
gram topper, is currently on the 
Coast, setting Olivier-Leigh and 
others. The program content of 

(Continued on page 32) 


Leigh Sets Bright 


head up the 





Spots for Juice 


| Douglas Leigh, impresario of ad 
lighting spectaculars, is planning a 
_radio and television campaign, to 
| kick off around Nov. 1-15, for his 
|new Leigh Foods, Inc., product, 
Falmingo orange juice. 


At present advertising for the 





|new juice concentrate’ brand, 
launched in June, has been con- 
‘fined to point-of-sale displays, 


some newspaper linage and out- 
door media, like Leigh’s two blimps 
| and five spectaculars in Broadway, 
| He figures these channels have im- 
pressed the Flamingo brand name 
on the public, but as cold weather 
comes he wants to follow the 
| crowds indoors via radio and tele. 
Spot AM will be used at first, 
but Leigh will probably also pick 
some daytime shows. Distribution 
|at present is centered chiefly in 
|N. Y., Boston, Philly, Washington 
and Baltimore. Campaign is being 
placed direct. 





HARRY WISMER EXITS 
AS RICHARDS’ WJR V.P. 


Dallas, Aug. 29. 

Harry Wismer, veepee-general 
manager of WJR, Detroit, and a di- 
rector of WJR and WGAR, Cleve- 
land, has resigned after four years 
. because of differences with princi- 
pal stockholder G. A. Richards on 
“policy, operations and _ person- 
nel.” Richards, who also is majore 
ity stockholder of KMPC, Los An- 
geles, has been on the FCC carpet 
because of alleged “news-slanting” 
at the three stations. ( 


Wismer, who is currently here 
to broadcast the Redskins-Lions 
game over the Redskin regional net 
tomorrow (Wed.), will go to New 
York next week. He expects to re- 
turn to broadcasting and public re- 
lations in Gotham. 





STATION REP ADDS TWO 
H-R_ Representatives, 
been appointed statf6n rep for 
_WONS, Hartford. 

Rep has also been appointed by 
| WFBG, Altoona, Pa. 
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UX RADIO THEATRE BOB HAWK SHOW 


ith Susan Hayward, Dana An- With Hawk, Irving Miller orch, 
drews; Rudy Schrager, .music;| Lemac Quartet; announcers 
John Milton Kennedy, announcer; Charles Lyons, Bob Lemond, 


Producer: William Keighley | George Barclay 
Director: Fred Mackaye , Producer: Don Bernard 
Writer: Sandy Barnett 30 Mins., Mon.; 10:30 p.m. 
60 Mins.; Monday (28), 9 p.m. | CAMELS 

LEVER BROS. CBS, from Hollywood 
CBS, from Hollywood | (William Esty) 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


“Lux Radio Theatre” moved into has made an incidental prop to the 
its 16th season Monday (28) with entertainment quotient by A 
all the assurance of another ban- “Lemac_ Man,” otherwise Bo 


mer year. For dramatic perfection Hawk. Given types of Patsys that 
there are few of its genre that can are pliable in his hands and £0 
match its high quality over the along with his gags, he’s more the 
years. Skilled hands put it to- comedy emcee than quizmaster. 
gether and the smooth projection Starting his 10th year for 
of a film re-enactment for 44 weeks Camels, Hawk has varied the old 
of each year has found reward in format so the laughs will cascade 
the loyal millions who hug their faster. He is a straight ad libber 
sets on Monday nights. The ratings and never resorts to notes. Nor 
also reflect the show’s high accept- does he see or know about a con- 
ability, and if last season was aN ‘jtestant before the drawing while 
exception it was because the Lever he’s on stage. Hawk has the happy 
Bros. entry topped all others and) knack of turning anything the con- 
rode the crest down to the finish, testant says into a running gag. 
get the e-es tis =. 7 _— It was fortunate for him that 
pe apart eee _— cer get tot the four contestants on the takeoff 
“My Foolish Heart,” with the same Mondaw (28) ware sortect Sells for 
starring team of Susan Hayward hie fact wit Paskeen Of Cigeies 
and Dana Andrews.  Smartly; TS, ‘ast wea — 
: and $5 bills are given out freely 
scripted by Sanford Barnett and ‘ | cco aor Ge necene week 
ably directed by Fred Mackaye, the te to $1000 - a of questioning 
nage? Was os spares 2° fol . the time-tested pattern 
original. It was a rush script job, | °°. nk sae a gaaaiad aa 
as originally scheduled for the With key — ag 
opener was “T Was a Male War letter from Camels o1 zemac. { 
Bride.” This one went by the But it’s the gags that spark the 
boards two days before broadcast show and Hawk is at the mercy 
time when the owner of the un- of his feeders. He smartly skirts | 
derlying rights demanded 10 times blue lines or innuendo and_ once 
the customary fee. trapped, frees himself without 
William Keighley is back for the visible damage. To a woman rass- 
sixth year as producer-host ang ling fan, he gave short shrift. 
lends dignity and consummate Commercials are sing-songy but not 
touch to the program. In his open- irritating. Irving Miller fronts the | 
ing speech he may have sounded a band and Don Bernard sits at the 
prophetic note when he said, “The controls. The Hawk should fly 
curtain rises on another wonderful many more years for Camel and} 
season.”” His bright promise is not | keep the home sets humming. 


without precedent. Only regular Helin. 
missing this year is Lou “ee 

who gave up the baton to Rudy ee — 
Schrager. his assistant, after 15) GINNY SIMMS SONG SHOP 


years. He’s a solid musician and With Frank Graham, Buddy Cole 
knows his way around the stands.| Trio 

All Lux has to fear this time Producer: Ted Toll 

around is the competition of tele- Director-writer: Betty Jones 
vision. It'll still lord it over the 15 Mins., Sun., 10 p.m, 

other dramatic shows as it has tor, Botony 

sO many years and the pattern is ABC, from Hollywood 


CLUB 15 


announcer 
Producer: Diana Bourbon 
Director: Ace Ochs 
| Writers: Carroll Carroll, 
Greggory 





| CAMPBELL SOUPS 

CBS, from Hollywood 

| (Ward-Wheelock ) 

| This 15-minute, cross-the-board 
sumed Monday (28) after its sum- 
mer hiatus. With Bob Crosby 
‘handling the emcee job and shar- 
ing vocal honors with the Andrews 
Sisters thrice weekly and Jo Staf- 
ford and *the Modernaires twice, 
show stacks up well both for good 
bop music and pleasant comedy. 

Opening stanza had Crosby and 
the Andrews Sisters singing two 
songs together, Crosby soloing one 
and the trio taking one. Inter- 
spersed between songs was comedy 
with Crosby and the sisters alter- 
nating as straightmen. Announcer 
Del Sharbutt joined the talk, af- 
fecting a deep bass voice, for 
okay results. 

Crosby and the trio are estab- 
lished song stylists, and socked 
across their numbers in fine fash- 
ion. Backing by Jerry Gray orch 
was good. As for comedy, they 
didn’t attempt too much and whole 
show remained on a pleasant plane. 


Commercials were handled easily | 
by Sharbutt. and the Andrews Sis- | 


ters contributed some _— singing 
commercials that caught the ami- 
able mood of show. Chan, 


MY FRIEND IRMA 


With Marie Wilson, Cathy Lewis, | 


John Brown, Hans 


Conried, | 


Gloria Gordon, Alan Reed; Wen- | 


dell Niles, announcer 
Producer: Cy Howard 
Directors: Howard, Lucian Davis 
Writers: Parke Levy, Stanley 
Adams, Roland MacLane 


/30 Mins.: Mon., 10 p.m. 


LEVER BROS. 


CBS, from Hollywood 


(Foote, Cone & Belding) 
Resuming after its summer hia- 
tus, “My Friend Irma” stacks up as 


as good as ever. It’s the next best | ( Silverstein-Goldsmith, Inc.) good if formularized comedy. 
thing to going to the theatre and Ginny Simms marks her return Marie Wilson is poron im gronte” 
seeing the picture. Helm. to radio with a 15-minute tune ses-| malaproppish miss and Cathy 
Sree sion, in which the quiet class of Lewis gets warmth and sincerity 
DAVID ROSE SHOW her renditions is predominant. | jnto the role of Irma’s wise and 
With Red Skelton, Arthur Lee Miss Simms is one of the more | witty roommate Jane. 
Simpkins; Fort Pearson, an- accomplished members of this) 
nouncer craft. She puts a great deal of , 
Director: Keith McLeod feeling into her work. Her de- 
Producer: Jack Simpson livery is of the polished variety 


and her selections indicate a feel- 
ing for melody despite the com- 
parative paucity of the instrumen- 
tal accompaniment. Buddy Cole’s 
trio, supplying the musical back- 
drop, gives a feeling of rhythm 
rather than any attempt to enrich 
what is essentially a full and 
flavorsome voice. 


30 Mins.; Sun., 8:30 p.m, 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

CBS, from Hollywood 
(Russel M. Seeds) 

In a five-week replacement se- 
ries for the regular Red Skelton 
show, David Rose is heading a 
tasteful segment of — on a 

$ i " eping his , : | 
ame aice whit ae sonmtee Skel- | _The presentation, however, has 
ton is heard on this show in five- little to distinguish itself from 
inute transcribed shots, in which | programs 
he is “serving up his usual brand | singers. Show has latched por s Be 
of comedy. Okay as an idea to familiar type of production whic 
maintain continuity over the pro- has Miss Simms in custody of a 
gram lapse, the Skelton bits are at music shop. This provides a logt, 
odds with the prevailing dignified cal setting for song bursts an 
atmosphere of the Rose show. | also for the introduction of guests. 
Juxtaposition of the svelte musical Curt Massey walked on the initial 
stvle and the raucous comedy an- session in the guise of a customer 
tics is jarring to the air. and remained long enough to de- 

Rose’s glistening arrangements liver “I Didn’t Slip” and a plug 
of current pops and the standards for a record release. It’s =. 
make a rich programming fabric | tially a lacklustre prop for Miss 
for a straight musical session. Simms’ excellent talents. 
Dressed-up versions of such num-| Miss Simms also makes a pitch 
bers as “Tzena Tzena_ Tzena,”’| for mail with a plea for letters 
“Toot Toot Tootsie Goodbye,” giving details of why certain songs 
“Sometime” and others were de- have a high sentimental value for 
livered, with Arthur Lee Simpkins | jndividuals. Frank Graham pro- 
handling the vocals neatly. Tenor vides the other half of the con- 
was particularly effective on) versations with Miss Simms and 
*‘Mona Lisa.” Skelton sketch, which holds up his end nicely. Jose, 
included — —- with Rose, | 
was slotted midway. 

ik ‘+, 'CEDRIC ADAMS SHOW 
Commercials were delivered in 5 Mins. Mon.-Fri: 3:55 p.m. 


a straight, hardhitting style by an- 
nouncer Fort Pearson. Herm, | PILLSBURY MILLS 
as CBS, from N. Y. 


(Leo Burnett) 





featuring many other. 


As usual, the stanza is short on 
plot. On the series opener Mon- 
day (28), it concerned Jane’s at- 
tempt to set up her own secretarial 
service, with the other characters, 
trying to help, frustrating the plan. 
But the show gets some fast laughs 
through [Irma’s dumbbell 
and from the insults which are 
freely tossed around. 


‘bungling boy-friend Dexter. 


} 


, leaving, 


cracks | 


Bob Crosby, Andrews Sisters 
"Then Wel, Fri.), Jo Stafford With Smith, Miss Shore (Tues.,,;With Thomas L. Thomas, Felix 
and Modernaires (Tues., Thurs.); | 
Jerry Gray orch; Del Sharbutt, | 


| 


segment of songs and chatter re-| 


Others in the menage are Irma’s | 


work-shirking boy friend, played 
by John Brown; the unconventional 
Professor Kropotkin ‘Hans Con- 
ried); the landlady, Mrs. O'Reilly 
(Gloria Gordon); and Irma’s boss, 


| proaching 


Mr. Clyde ‘(Alan Reed). They do a) 


good supporting job. 
Commercial for Pepsodent, 


based on the Millicent jingle, are | 


reminiscent of 
|Miriam-Irium tune of previous 
seasons. Integration of Irma into 
the plugs is nicely 
| on the initial stanza 
paign was launched. 


i. aaaAADAAA DA bas 


+ Radio Followup 


catchy and 


a teaser cam- 
Bril. 


4 
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| Red Barber probably raised the 
| blood-pressure of major 
| baseball managements Friday night 
| (25) in his play-by-play account of 
the Brooklyn-Cincinnati Reds 


noting quietly that a woman spec- 


hit in the forehead by a line-drive 
foul, he went on with his report 





MIRACLE OF AMERICA This five-minute spot, though an_ 
With Robert Young, Bing & Gary jndividual show, could readily be | 


Crosby, Bob Crosby, Jo Stafford | tagged the tail-end of Art Linklet- | 


& Modernaires, Jack Benny, te;’s “House Party.” Latter show 
Mary Livingstone, the’ Ronald segues into this briefie as though 
Colmans, Frank Sinatra, Charles jt were part of the overall format. 
Laughton, Jack Smith, Dinah with this assist from the Link- 


Shore, Lucille Norman, Dick jetter stanza, in addition to his own 
Haymes; music, 


Leith Stevens, 

Frank Devol 
Producer: Sterling Tracy 
Writers: Bill Froug, Gil Thomas 
Sustaining 


Axel Stordahl, , strong following in his current 
‘time slot. Adams, who also writes 
a daily column for the Minneap- 
olis Star and Tribune, exhibits a 
, neighborly warmth in his_ short 
6@ Mins.; Sun., 8:30 p.m. commentaries on various subjects. 
KNX-CBS, Hollywood : ' On the initial show Monday (28), 

Some time ago the Advertising he diseussed summer happenings, 
Council put out a booklet called jncluding his hot-weather stint as 
“The Miracle of America.” It ap-| host of CBS-TV’s “Prize Perform- 
parently didn’t move as fast aS ance,’ summer replacement for 
was hoped, and a stimulant was | “Arthur Godfrey’s Talent Scouts.” 
rescribed. CBS compounded the Cojumnist-commentator also pre- 
ormula: a sectional special hour) sented show's format to dialers 
with clips from the network’s Own | notifying them that once-weekly 
shows. It provided good, solid en- an interview with the wife of a 


tertainment, its general purpose’. \ personality would be held. | 


can’t be assessed yet. 
Robert Young, as emcee, came 
(Continued on nage 34) 


| Program, like its 25-minute pre- 
decessor, is sponsored by Pillsbury 
Mille Gros. 


Lud Gluskin, merits, Cedric Adams should draw | 


of the play. But a few minutes 
later, having apparently weighed 
the pros and cons of the situation, 


| nothing in pertinancy and pungen- 
|evy by being calmly spoken. “I’m 


| thought about a long time, but 
never mentioned before,” he said. 
| “It’s this thing of injuries to fans 
at games. It’s something that 
| happens a lot more often than you 
| know anything about. It’s one 
| thing that baseball doesn’t like any 

publicity about. But I feel that I 
| should say something about it. 


' one injured by a batted ball in 

| baseball park can’t recover dam- 
| ages. Apparently you're supposed 
_ to be aware of the risk when you 
| go to the game. But the situation 
| is something that baseball is quite 
| remiss about. People are some- 
| times painfully and even seriously 
injured. Women and children are 


league | ABC, from New York 


the | 


handled and: 





tator had just been escorted out | (24) 
of the Cincinnati park after being | stint he launched last 


JACK SMITH-DINAH SHORE- 
MARGARET WHITING SHOW 


Wed., Thurs.), Miss Whiting 

(Mon., Fri.); Frank DeVol orch; 

Beb Stevenson, announcer 
Producer-director: Bill Brennan 
Writer: Glenn Wheaton 


PROCTOR & GAMBLE 


Firing questions at contestants 15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.; 7:30 p.m. CBS, from Hollywood 


(Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample) 


Jack Smith show resumed Mon- 
day (28) after its summer break, 


with the same format it’s carried | 


in the past few years. Smith shares 
the spotlight with Dinah Shore 
three days a week and with Marga- 
ret Whiting the other two. It’s a 
good 15-minute spot for pop music 
fans. 

Pattern was mostly music, little 
talk. Smith did two songs, “It’s a 


Good Day” and “Count Every 
Star.” Miss Whiting had_ two, 
“You’re Mine, You” and “Sam's 


Song.” Two combined for “Chica, 
Chica, Boom Chic.” 

Smith sang in his usual emuber- 
ant style, while Miss Whiting de- 
livered in polished fashion. Frank 
DeVol’s backing was excellent 
throughout. Smith introduced the 
songs and handled the emcee 
chores amiably and with dispatch. 
Bob Stevenson’s commercials were 
short and pleasant. Chan. } 


MEET CORLISS ARCHER 

With Janet Waldo, Sam Edwards, 
Irene Tedrow, Fred Shields; 
John Hiestand announcer 

Producer-director: Helen Mack 


Writers: Jerry Adelman, Michael 
Cramoy 

30 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 

ELECTRIC LIGHT COS, 

CBS, from Hollywood = 


(N W. Ayer) 


“Meet Corliss Archer,” a James | 
Saphier package frequently tagged 


the femme version of “Henry 


Aldrich,” is pretty much standard- | 


ized commercial radio fare. 
There’s the by-now-familiar char- | 
acterizations of the light-minded 
teenager, her long - suffering 
parents and the cracking-voiced, | 
And | 
the plotting, as in many another 
situation comedy, turns on the 
stock idea of everyone mistaking 
everyone else's intentions. 

On the initial Sunday (27), the 
moving force was Corliss’ and her 
mother’s boredom with life in a 
small town and the father’s de- 
ciding to take a new job in New 
York. By the time they were sup- 
posed to move, however, the entire 
family had soured on the idea of 
but was going through 
with it to satisfy the others. But 
Dexter got them all squared away | 
and happy to remain where they 
are. The theme should have ap- 
pealed to small-towners. 


Much of the humor derived from | 
Mr. Archer's suffering as Dexter 
smashes his car, and from the. 
kid’s shyness and mooniness in ap- 
the subject of love. 
There were, however, a few good | 
lines. Janet Waldo registered 
nicely in the-title role and Sam 
Edwards was properly ridiculous | 
as Dexter. Fred Shields was the 
bewildered and blustering father 
and Irene Tedrow, the mother. 

Commercials, which include 
some local cut-ins, plug the “busi- 
ness-managed, tax-paying electric 


| light and power companies.” Bril, | 


e+? { 


ROBERT MONTGOMERY 
SPEAKING 
Producer-director: Joe Bailey 
Writer: Paul Keogh 
15 Mins.; Thurs., 9:45 p.m. 
LEE HATS 
(Grey) 


Robert Montgomery, pic actor- | 


game, via WMGM, New York. After | director who’s also represented on 


NBC last 


the 


television, 


Thursday | 
resumed 


commentary 
fall for Lee 


‘A Song 


AMERICAN ALBUM OF FAMIL- 
| TAR MUSIC 


Knight, Margaret Daum, Jean 
Dickenson, Gustave Haenschen 
orch 

| Producer: Frank Hummert 

, 30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m. 


David 15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri.; 7:15. p.m.| BAYER ASPIRIN 


NBC, from N. Y. 


| (Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample ) 


Starting its 20th year on the air- 


‘lanes after an eight-week summer 


layoff, “American Album of Fa- 
miliar Music” is hewing to the same 
format which has been paying off 
since its inception. Program is 
still designed as a straight musical 
presentation, featuring a roster of 
excellent vocalists and instrumen- 
talists. Among this airer’s stand- 
out assets is the virtual absence of 
extraneous gab between numbers. 
Class nature of the music and the 
restrained production trappings 
add up to an institutional type of 
programming which may not crack 
into top ratings, but which has 
built a large and consistent audi- 
ence for the bankroller. 

On the preem (27), Thomas L. 
Thomas’ polished baritone worked 
over .a brace of numbers, includ- 
ing “Where Is the Song of Songs 
For Me,” “My Romance” and “With 
In My Heart.” Felix 
Knight and soprano Margaret 
Daum effectively dueted on “I 
Build a Dream Someday” and “Call 
Me Darling,” while coloratura so- 
prano Jean Dickenson registered 
strongly on an operatie aria. In- 
strumentalists featured on the 
show include Bertrand Hirsch, vio- 
linist; Arden & Arden, duo-pian- 
ists and Daniel Lieberfeld, pianist: 
with Gustave Haenschen batoning 
the orchestra. 

Plugs for the aspirin product ac- 
cented the trademark values. 

Herm 


HOUSE PARTY 
With Art Linkletter: Jack Slattery, 

announcer; guests 
Writer-producer: John Guedel 
25 Mins.: Mon.-Fri., 3:30 p.m. 
PILLSBURY MILLS 
CBS, from Hollywood 

(Leo Burnett) 

Art Linkletter has returned to 
his cross-the-board afternoon airer 
after a summer hiatus and again 
demonstrates the jovial, sometimes 
brash manner which has made him 
a favorite with housewives through- 
out the country. Linkletter’s han- 
dling of this audience participa- 
tion session is done good-natured- 
lv, with everybody involved appar- 
ently having a good time. Infor- 
mal interviews and stints with 
members of the studio audience 
provide the nucleus for this 25- 
minute show. 

During show’s current week, 
Linkletter is running a poll to de- 
termine who among the daily stu- 
dio audience is the oldest old maid. 
The oldest single gal at the end 
of the week cops a television set. 
It’s questionable whether the old 
maid business might be a little too 
personal. On preem show Mon- 
day (28), however, one spinster, 78 
years old, was willing to get up 
and admit she was not only un- 
attached, but that she’d never been 
kissed. Linkletter, in true form, 
remedied the latter situation. 

Switching from the usual pro- 
cedure familiar to shows of this 
pattern, Linkletter roamed through 
the audience, answering questions 
put to him by the seat-holders. 
These interrogations included such 


| items as what he does with his old 


clothes, how he got into radio and 
his age. An interview with five 
moppets, all around seven years of 
age, was good for some laughs and 
added a nice touch to the stanza. 
Bob Crosby did a quick guest shot 
on the show. 

Pillsbury Mills got a heavy play 
on the show with Linkletter put- 
ting his all into some of the plugs. 

Gros. 


LOWELL THOMAS TIME 


‘Hats on ABC. He outlined _ his 
| credo anew, that of eschewing key- 
| hole. gossip and crystal-ball pre- 
| dicting, while dedicating the show 


| With Thomas; Nelson Case, an- 
nouncer 

| 15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:45 p.m. 
, PROCTER & GAMBLE 


| “to 
_he expressed some views that lost! truth 





| drive. 


‘ n | hard-hitting, via his refe "es 
| going to talk about something I've | Se oe eens Se 


“The courts have ruled that any- 
4 derline his basically conservative 





| crowded in and can't get out of | 


'the way if a ball is hit in their | effective 
| s 


i 


(Continued on page 34) 


! 


an unrelenting search for 


He pointed out that he can be | 


Frank Costello and Frank Erick- | 
son, against whom he waged an in- 
tense campaign last season. He 
also revealed his incisiveness by | 
an attack on Defense Secretary | 
Louis Johnson, blaming that Cabi- 
net officer for hampering the 
Armed Forces by an _ economy | 
That blast at the Adminis- 
tration and a plug for New York’s | 
Republican Governor Dewey un-| 


approach. 

_What seems to detract from the 
airer’s punch is its over-generali- | 
zation. A large segment of the | 
initialer for instance, was devoted 
to a manifesto answering that of | 
Communists. A more meaty and | 
less talky script would help. Mont- 
gomery’s delivery is studied, but | 
Commercials were neat. 

Bril. 


sselves to. 


CBS, from New York 
(Compton) 
Starting his fourth year on CBS 


| under Procter & Gamble’s banner 


Monday (28), Loweil Thomas con- 
tinued to display the assurance and 


/measured tones of authority that 


have marked his long career in 
radio. News-caster touched upon 
the latest developments in the 


| North Korean drive toward Pohang 


and lingered briefly on Formosa, 
earthquakes in the Himalayas, and 
Congress’ activities, as well as on 
a couple of light, human interest 
happenings. 

A world traveler, Thomas leavens 
the news with his own persona 
experiences. During his two-month 
summer hiatus he visited Alaska, 
which he termed a “northern land 
of key importance.” These short 
digressions helped make his script 


| more listenable in contrast to dry 


reporting of wire stuff which most 
other radio newsmen eens al 
ilb. 
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NBC’S NEW ‘TANDEM’ SALES PLAN 





-_ 


New & Returning Shows 


Following is a list of shows, either new or returning after a sum- 
mer hiatus, scheduled to preem on the four major networks dur- 
ing the next 10 days: 


AUG. 31 
Aldrich Family. NBC, 8 p.m. General Foods, through Young & 
Rubicam. 
FBI in Peace and War. CBS, 8 p.m. Procter & Gamble, through 
Biow. 
Suspense. CBS, 9 p.m. Auto-Lite, through Cecil & Presbrey. 
SEPT. 2 
My Favorite Husband. CBS, 9:30 p.m. General Foods. 
Sept. 3 


Our Miss Brooks. 
through Ted Bates. 


CBS, 6:30 p.m, Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co., 


The Choraliers, CBS, 2 p.m. Longines. 
SEPT. 4 

Edward R. Murrow. CBS, 7:45 p.m. Co-op. 
SEPT. 5 

Mr. & Mrs. North. CBS, 8:30 p.m. Colgate. 
SEPT. 6 

The Great Gildersleeve. NBC, 8:30 p.m. Kraft. 
SEPT. 7 


Hallmark Playhouse. 
Screen Guild Players. 


CBS, 10 p.m. 
ABC, 8 p.m. 

SEPT. 10 , 
NBC, 8:30 p.m. 


Hall Bros. Ine, 


Theatre Guild On the Air. 
_ BBD&O. 


U. S. Steel through 








Big Boost to FM Looms in 10% TV Tax; 
Combo Seen as New Selling Point 





Washington, Aug. 29. + 

Virtual certainty that television 
sets will be taxed 10° under the 
new revenue bill may give FM a 
big boost. Imposition of the tax 
(on the manufacturers’ price) is 


Vet Omaha B’casters 


Quit at WOW, WOW-TV 








expected to encourage set makers 


to include FM reception, which can | 


be added at small cost and which 
may be offered as an attraction to 
overcome buyer resistance to the 
higher tag for TV receivers. 

Only a few makers have been 
combining TV with FM in the past, 
although efforts: have been made 
to sell the irdustry on the idea. 
National Assn. of Broadcasters 
adopted a resolution several 
months ago calling on video manu- 
facturers to add the FM tuners— 


a matter of a few dollars. But fear | 


Buick TV Deal 


to have discouraged the | 


that the addition of radio reception 
might involve tax complications, 
since radio is under the 10% levy, 
is said 
producers, With both radio and TV 
under the tax, the problem is sim- 
plified. 

A strong pitch is expected to be 
made for the TV-FM combo within 
the next few weeks by the recently 
formed all-industry FM committee, 
which resulted from an open meet- 
ing called by NAB to get action 
on the FM front. Morris Novik, 
chairman of the group, met here 
last week with James Secrest, gen- | 


(Continued on page 34) 


Elwood Resigns 





KNBC, Frisco Job 


John K. Elwood is resigning as 


general manager of KNBC, the 
NBC owned-and-operated station 


in San Francisco. Elwood has 


been in charge of the Frisco op-| 


peration for the past decade, hav- 
ing previously headed up _ the 
Shortwave international division 
of the network in New York. 

Elwood is a veteran of radio who 
pioneered many of the educational 
patterns in broadcasting. His edu- 
cation-public affairs-slanted pro- 
gramming in 
wide commendation. 

He is a cousin of Owen D.. 
Young, 


Mex Govt, Nixes Station 


For U.S. Interference 


Laredo, Tex., Aug. 29. 

The Mexican government or- 
dered XENT off the air last week 
due to the numerous complaints it 
had received that the outlet was 
causing interference with broad- 
casts of outlets in this country as 
Well as in the Mexican Republic. 

The outlet is located at Nuevo 
Laredo and is licensed to Julio 
Santocoy. 





Frisco has won, 


Omaha, Aug. 29. 


Joe Herold, technical director of 
WOW, Inc., and general manager | 
of WOW-TYV, and Russ Baker, pro- 


‘duction manager of WOW-TV, 
have resigned. 
This ends approximately 21) 


years of association with WOW for | 
Herold. He began as an engineer 
in 1930. Baker, production mana- 
ger of WOW-TV, since its open- 
ing in August, 1949, has been with 


the WOW organization since 1934. | 





Holds Up NBC 
DeMille AM er 


| NBC has optioned “Screen Di- 

/rectors Playhouse’ for AM and 
| may air the show in an hour | 

format. Cecil B. DeMille reported- | 
| ly will resume his connection with 
the show, from which he has been | 
absent since he refused to pay 
Fe assessment to the American | 
| 





wa 





Federation of Radio Artists. 
Although DeMille has not wan; 
paid his $1, it’s reported he’ll get 
back into AFRA’s good graces to 
return to the directors’ program. 


| Mille’s television plans. The di- 
rector has been reported set to) 
do a video dramatic show for Gen- 
eral Motors (Buick) on CBS-TV, | 
starting in January. If the CBS-| 
Buick-DeMille shdw goes through, 
NBC will probably have to give up | 
the AM show. Myron Kirk, of the | 
Kudner agency, is currently in 
Detroit talking to GM on the situa- 
tion. 





ANA Prepping Directory 
On Statistical Groups 


of National Advertisers is 
directory of 


Assn. 
| preparing a 
aged” marketing and 
services to provide’ bankrollers 
with more complete 
on the statistical groups. 

Among those from the radio- 
‘teevee field who'll be included 
are C. E. Hooper, Jay & Graham, 
A. C. Nielsen, Pulse, Schwerin 
and Sindlinger. Listings will 
cover personnel, objectives, re- 
search methodology, reporting and 
service, prices and terms and cli- 
‘ents subscribing. 

ANA’s research steering com- 
mittee is chaired by R. H. Moul- 
jton, of General Foods. 


NBC's deal is contingent on De- | 


“pack- | 
research | 


information | 


SPONSORS BUY IN 
ONOEVERAL OHOWS 


NBC is going all-out for a new 
method of show-selling, labeled 
“Operation Tandem,” in which six | 
bankrollers would buy 





riety of shows, instead of latching | 
on to one single property. 

As the new system is set up, 
each sponsor would get plugs from 
Thursday through Monday on five 
of seven different programs. The 
airers on which 
| would be inserted are, according 

to reports of the plan, ‘“Duffy’s 
| Tavern” and Phil Harris-Alice 
| Faye, 
day or Friday; 
|; ment” 





and another whodunit in an 


“Screen Directors Playhouse,” ex- 
panded to an hour and skedde 





2. 


| probably on Saturday; the 6:30-| 
| 7:30 hour of the NBC “Dream 
| Show” on Sunday; and the NBC | 


Symphony on Monday at 10 p.m. 


| The - an is being pushed with | 
a No. 


priority by a powerful | 
selling ‘sine captained by NBC} 
|prexy Niles Trammell. Working | 


‘with him in the big sales ona 
are exec veepee Charles Denny, 
who reportedly fathered the plan; | 
| the newly acquired assistant to the 
|president, John K. Herbert; 
| Maurice B. Mitchell, who comes 


| over from directing the Broadcast | 


| Advertising Bureau; AM = sales 
veepee Harry Kopf, and eastern 
sales chief Walter Scott. 

| Idea behind the new sales con- 
| cept is that it will give bankrollers | 
'a chance to get their messages 

| aired on a multi-week basis in 
| big-league evening shows. Posi-| 
| tions within the shows would be| 
rotated to give each backed a fair | 
shake. Cost of five participations 
weekly will be a reported $1,250,- 
000 for a 39-week ride. 

| Off The Hook 

It’s also figured that the concept 
| will permit advertisers to buy time | 
ion a more flexible basis, along 
the lines of magazine insertions. | 
“Tandem” stanzas will probably be | 
permitted to accept sponsors who 
only want one or two spots a week 
instead of all five. 

The selling team has been cover- 
ing the agencies and making cross- | 
country heps_ to 
“Tandem” approach as a new) 
means of working with AM in) 
these changing times. The new, 
sales format could also take NBC | 
| off the hook for some of its com- | 
mitments (for example, Harris- 


(Continued on page 34) 


ST. PAUL LABOR GROUP 
ASKS KSTP AD BOYCOTT 


Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 








St. Paul AFL Trades and Labor | 


assembly is sending letters to radio 
station KSTP advertisers to cancel 
their contracts and refrain from 


tion’s AM, FM and TV until a 
| settlement is reached in the dispute 
‘involving striking radio techni- 
cians. The Minneapolis Trades a 
Labor assembly has indicated it 
‘will take similar action. 
Technicians have been out since 
last June and developments in con- 
‘nection with the strike have com- 
|pelled KSTP to terminate its Min- 
neapolis American Assn. baseball 
|games and St. Paul professional 
| wrestling matches televising. 
| KSTP officials say there have 


been no advertising contract can- | 


'cellations since the strike started. 


‘Voice’ Ups Korea Time 


Washington, Aug. 29. 
| “Voice of America” announced 
over the weekend that it has ex- | 
panded its daily Korean language 
broadcast from 15 to 30 minutes) 





participa- | 
tions five nights weekly in a va- | 


the messages 


in an hour block on Thurs- | 
“Dangerous Assign- | 


| hour block on Thursday or Friday; | 





‘Miller Girds Radio for War Measures 
If & When Necessary; No ‘Scare Seen 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


Wartime measures confronting 
the radio industry were discussed 


Redd as Coast Director 
Thursday, (24) by Judge Justin 
For Erwin Wasey Agency Miter, prexy of National Assn. of 


| Broadcasters, with 70 delegates to 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. a district meeting representing 30 
| Robert L. Redd, former network | stations in Southern California and 
and agency producer, recently free-| Arizona. He played down the 
lancing, was named by Fred Jor-/| “scare” angle but warned the sta- 
don, executive veepee of Erwin Wa-;tion men to be prepared for any 
sey & Co., as Coast radio director | eventuality. 
of the agency. First assignment| Judge Miller assured the broad- 
will be to revamp the “Carnation | casters that the Government at the 
Contented Hour,” which he will|time has no intention of taking 
produce. — over their stations but that normal 
| Redd directed the Martin & Lew-| operation will be disruptec should 
is show for NBC last season. the war move closer to our shores. 


+ 9 poesia tBhe ont in pepo «Bar 
Lorain Journal's 
4 * 9 
‘Anti-Trust’ Rap 


or the dropping of an A-bomb, the 
For Hogging’ Ad 


possibility of deletion or suspen- 
sion of a station cannot be dis- 

Washington, 
Publishers of the Lo 


counted. As for station personnel 
being called into service, he could 
|offer only the promise that they 
| have been declared essential so far 
| but conditioned them to face the 
| loss of employees who are in offi- 
|cers reserve. Millet said he was told 
Journal were convicted today|4nd a shortage in tubes is to be 
(Tues.) in federal court of anti- | expected. 
trust violations. A sharp opinion | Miller told of his discussions 
by Judge E. B. Freed found Samuel | with Wayne Coy, FCC chairman, 
and Isadore Horvitz “guilty of at-|and other Washington officials on 
tempting to establish a monopoly | ‘the establishment of a Disaster 
by bold, relentless, predatory com-| Network to be operated on point- 

















{in Washington that only 10% of 


Aug. 29. | materials used in radio equipment 
in (Ohio) | Would be taken for military needs 


pitch the’ | 


any more advertising on the sta-| 


| mercial behavior.’ 

s | They had been charged with | 
conspiring to prevent Journal ad- | 
vertisers from buying space in the | 
competing Lorain Sunday News or 
‘time on WEOL, Elyria, O. Judge | 


Freed said the violation couldn't | 


be concealed under protection of 
“freedom of the press.” The 


| brothers had previously been de-| 
radio 


nied applications for two 
stations. 


MBS Prexy Frank White 
 Elaborates on Mutual 
And ‘Small Stations’ 


_ Editor. VARIETY: 

There are few things I dislike 
jmore than writing “Letters to the 
Editor,” but I am afraid “Small 
‘Stations Loom Large,” which ap- 
_peared in last week’s VARIETY, 
/makes it necessary. 

First, my sincere thanks for rec- 
ognizing in your news columns 
something whic!: we have been em- 
phasing repeatedly in your adver- | 
—" column~ since last Novem- 
ber. And second, I would like to | 
correct a few misstatements which | 
| your boys should not have made 
‘if they read VARIETY’s ads. 

Before I cam: to Mutual, about 
1/18 months ago, I felt that its very | 
ireal strength lay in how different 
‘it was from other networks. And | 
since its greater future quite obvi 
ously depended on how we could | 
/put these “differences” profitably 


(Continued on page 34) 


‘Form Sheet’ on Legiters 


Planned as WNEW Show. 


“Broadway Form’ Sheet,” a 





| 








| the New York openings, will be in- 
| cepted shortly by WNEW,N. Y., as | 
a Sunday stanza. Idea of onpesion 
director Richard Pack is that usual 
| Broadway criticism, coming on 
|'the day after a preem, is too late | 
| to permit prospective theatregoers | 
| to order tickets by mail when choice | 
| locations and dates are still avail- 
able. 

Show will consist of two parts, a 
“dope sheet” reviewing jhe stars’, 
writers’, producers’ and directors’ | 


|to- point local levels. <A_ special 
band would be set aside for police 
and other agencies with all stations 
| participating. He briefed the 
| broadcasters on plans formulated 
by NAB to protect stations and 
|transmitters against sabotage or 
'the spread of propaganda by the 
| infiltration of communists. 


3 Principles of Control 


The Government has no desire 
for official censorship, Miller said 
he was told at the White House, 
and the broadcasters .~10uld accept 
three principles of control; (1) 
that it must be voluntary, (2) re- 


(Continued on page 34) 


Defense Budget 
To Affect AM-TV 


Washington, Aug. 29. 








series which will “handicap” up- | 
| coming legit shows in advance of | 


Army and Air Force officials are 
awaiting action by Congress this 
week on defense appropriations 
which will determine the scope of 
| plans for use of radio and tele- 
vision for recruiting personnel for 
| the military. The two _ services 
| have requested an overall advertis- 
| ing budget of $1,591,000, but the 
| estimate was made before the 

| Korean war and Army draft calls, 


i. which may result in reducing or in- 


| creasing the amount. 


Agency handling the national 
recruitment campaign is Grant 
Advertising, Inc., of Chicago, which 
| has been given a contingent exten- 
i of its present contract. to 

cover the next fiscal year. In ad- 

dition, local agencies represent the 
| six Army headquarters areas for 
local recruitment advertising, 
which accounts for about 20° of 


| (Continued on page 34) 


PRES. TRUMAN, FOLSOM 
| TALK PREPAREDNESS 


Frank M. Folsom, president of 
Radio Corp. of America, was in 
| Washington for two days last week, 
| including a powwow with President 
Truman. 

It was an exploratory session, 
in which capacity of American in- 


| 





and has added an additional 15-| past performances and giving the | dustry to handle war production 
minute segment in Cantonese to its | WNEW staffers’ forecast as to the | was touched on generally. 


DX program beamed to Communist | 
China. 

| “Voice” is now 
‘hours of shows daily to the Far) 


East in Korean, Cantonese, Viet- | 


namese, Indonesian, Mandarin, Rus- 
jsian and English, 


entry’s probable success, and two- 
| way phone conversations with out- | 


road tryouts. 

Venture is expected to help build | 
advance sales for promising pro-, 
| ductions. 


It’s understood there’s ample 
time before any real procurement 


beaming 734. of-town critics who have caught | orders will go into effect since, at 


|the moment, there’s a _ large 
amount of stockpiling that the 
Government can continue to draw 
j; on. 
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Snarl on Coaxial Time Allocation 
May Toss Hot Potato in FCC Lap 


Complete breakdown of negotia- * 
tions among the four major tele- 
vision networks on allocation of 
time on the coaxial cable may toss 
gnother thorny problem into the 
FCC's lap. While American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph, which owns 
the networking facilities and leases 
them to the webs. has full author- 
ity to allocate channels, it’s be- 
lieved the phone company may be 
wary of putting itself in such an | 
arbitrary position with the net- 
works and so may turn the problem 
for solution over to the Commis- , 
sion. 

Spokesmen for both ABC and | 
DuMont this week denied reports | 
they ‘planned to apveal directly to | 
the FCC. but it is known that the | 
Commission learned about the has- | 
sle going on at the meetings and | 
sent an observer up from Wash- 
ington. Working on an unofficial | 
basis, the observer represented | 
FCC Chairman Wayne Coy, rather 





RCA Drops ‘MP’ 

RCA has called off the “MP” 
ballyhoo campaign on its new 
line of television receivers, fol- 
_lowing a protest registered by 
a television manufacturing firm 
which has used the name‘‘MP” 
for several years. RCA had 
used the initials, designating 
“million proof” (1,000,000 cus- 
tomers are now using RCA 
video sets), as a teaser slogan 
prior to unveiling its new 
models July 16 and had since 
featured the tag in all adver- 
tising. 

Oddity of the situation is 
that the MP Television Co. is 
located in Fairfield, Conn. 
One of the models in the new 
RCA line, which the firm had 
been pushing heavily, is la- 
beled the “Fairfield.” 














port. 

several months. In previous years, 

on the limited cable facilities. This Opening of the Los Angeles-to- 
heels. As a result, some of the | KNBH will take over programming 
facilities, the negotiations broke | ous reasons. 

Situation has become so acute, in| which it will use the relay, but 
from any competing network. This | looked the other way, first an- 
ning to previde a full vrogram | rivals, preferring to pay for the re- 

| general reason given by the indies, 


than the Commission. If the Com- | 
mission is forced to decide the is- 
gue, it’s believed that considerable . 
This vear's stalemate in negotia- | To Mark Start 
tions is based on the avalanche of | 
new sponsors that has descended | 
| " Cia 
when all nets had plenty of sustain- ef he ek eo y 
ing time, it was possible to work | 
| 
year both NBC and CBS are close ‘San Francisco microwave relay | 
to being sold out and ABC and | Sept. 15 will be strictly a CBS-NBC 
webs are demanding full time on | the two-city hookup, ABC’s KECA- 
the cable and, since there are more | TV and the four indie tele stations 
down completely. | KECA-TV had been expected to | 
| join the other web affiliates with | 
fact. that several of the webs are | the non-participating indies hadn't 
@emanding that their primary af-| expected to be too enthusiastic. 
would mean that the network with | nouncing that it couldn’t clear the 
the prime affiliate would have to time and later intimating that it 
(Centinued on page 32) lay with its own special program 
| later in the month. 
* ? e 
ress e ] S | although there were other factors, 
| such as an unwillingness to beam 
| rival talent. 


weight will be placed on his re- 

on all four webs during the last 

out equitable sharing arrangements Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

DuMont are tagging close on their | affair. Network outlets KTTV and 

networks than there are cable | in town having backed out for vari- 

Situation Acute 

filiates agree not to take a feed However, even the ABC station 

possess the cable for an entire eve- | doesn’t want to join with its web 
| Inability to clear time was the 

Realizing 


the impossibility of 


Matty Bell Sports B’cast 


In Dallas Premiere 


Dallas, Aug. 29. 
The Matty Bell DuMont Sports- 


/cast will debut here on WFAA-TV | 


/tonight (29) and thereafter will be 
j}heard each Friday evening. Bell 
is now director of athletics for 
|Southern Methodist U. Series is 
| being sponsored by the S. H. Lynch 
| & Co., distributors of DuMont tele- 
| vision receivers. 

Bell will comment on games for 
the weekend and will use visiting 
notables and stars in the vicinity 
;}as guests. Doak Walker, Sammy 


works during the next 10 days: 


Blind Date. ABC, 9:30 p.m. 
assuming sponsorship Sept. 28. 


Kudner. 


Gibraltar. 


Greatest Fights of Century. 
Mfg. Co., through Cayton. 





Baugh and Bo MeMillian, coach 
{of the Detroit Lions, will be on the 
jinitial program. 





No Video Parts Shortage | 
| Seen, But Some Hoarding | 
Results in Allocations 


Washington, Aug. 29. 

Following a spot check in New 
|! York where complaints of a TV 
parts shortage have been reported 
recently, Robert C. Sprague, prexy 
of the Radio-Television Mfrs. Assn., 
announced here that there is no} 
immediate threat of a serious} 
problem servicing video receivers. | 

“Despite heavy demands from| 
|set manufacturers who are at peak | 
| production pace and regardless of 





Sprague asserted, “the industry by 
reason of its expanded capacity 
can keep its distribution outlets 
adequately supplied for any nor- 
mal requirements of set servicing, 
both in New York and elsewhere.” 

However, on Monday (28) Gen-| 
eral Electric announced it may cut | 
its TV output by 20% as a result of | 
increased U. S. electronics orders. | 
Last week Emerson began “in-| 
formal” allocation’s of radios to! 


| 
}large anticipated military require- | ? = bd 
ments for eleetronic components,” A A é evision Ity 


distributors because of component | Dinah Shore, 
| Lucille Ball for his show on NBC. | 13-story, 


shortages. 

RTMA’s survey in New York dis- 
closed that distributors are cae 
erally well stocked with replace- | 
ment parts for TV requirements | 
although they have had to allocate 
certain eomponents because of un- | 
usual demands from dealers since | 
the Korean war. These allocations, | 
RTMA found, were brought on by | 
a small minority of dealers and 
servicemen who were trying to 
hoard some components in short | 
supply. 

As a result, distributors in the 
New York area are now allocating 
TV tubes, condensers, resistors, an- 
tennas and receiving tubes. 
| A contributing element in the 
situation, it’s understood, is that 


Mr. I. Magination. 
Presbrey. 


By Popular Demand. CBS, 10 p.m. (New time.) 
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Major Net Preems 


Following is a list of programs. either new or returning after a 
summer hiatus, scheduled to preem on the major television net- 


AUG. 31 


Returns as sustainer, with Gruen 


Martin Kane, Private Eye. NBC, 10 p.m. U. S. Tobacco, through 


SEPT. 1 
Versatile Varieties. NBC, 9:30 p.m. Bonafide Mills, through 
Sustaining. 
NBC, 10:45 p.m, Chesebrough 


SEPT. 3 
CBS, 6:30 p. m. 


Nestle’s through Cecil & 


SEPT. 5 


Sure As Fate. 
Star Time. 
lin Bruck. 


CBS, 8 p.m. 


Sustaining. 
DuMont, 10 p.m. Food Stores Prod. through Frank- 


SEPT. 6 


Stars Over Hollywood. NBC, 10:30 p.m. 


Foote, Cone & Belding. 
Chance of a Lifetime. ABC, 7 
Laird. 


Armour & Co. through 


30 p.m. Bendix, through Tatham, 


SEPT. 8 


Ford Theatre. 
& Eckhardt, 


CBS, 9 p.in. 


Ford Motor Co. through Kenyon 


SEPT. 9 


The Hank McCune Show. 
Maxon. 


NBC, 7 p.m. Peter Paul, Inc., through 


SEPT. 10 


The Colgate Comedy Hour. 
Peet Co. 


NBC, 8 p.m, Colgate-Palmolive- 





— ———— ee 





To Debut on Coast Late in 1952 





Bob Hope Support Set 


Cast for the Bob Hope tele show 
for Frigidaire, Sept. 14, has been 
completed. Comic has pacte 
Bob Crosby and 


Jack Cole will do the choreog- 
raphy and direction of the musical 
numbers, Hal Keith will direct and 
Leo Morgan is produeing. 


To Boost ‘Toast 
Budget Because 
Of NBC-TV Threat 


In the first move fo stave off the 





+ Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


| Columbia’s Television City, out 
toward Beverly Hills, will stand the 
network better than $30,000,000 
when it is completed in late 1952, 
| Howard Meighan, v.p. in Holly- 
| wood, said last week. Disclosed for 
|the first time were the plans for a 
height-limit +150 feet) 
administration building. There will 
|also be three other office strue- 
tures to be leased to allied crafts. 
Studio construction will be on 
the “sandwich loaf” principle, so 
Stages can be cut into any size. 
| What now looks like three big 
| Studios may eventuate into four 
jsmall ones and two big ones, 
| ‘We're feeling our way as we go 
| along,” said Meighan, “not know- 
| ing yet just what a television studio 
| will look like a few years in the 
| future.” 
| No trouble is foreseen by 
| Meighan when the land-use plans 
| are submitted to the Zening Com- 
mission by architects Charles Luck- 
;man and William Pereira, despite 








many television sets are reaching 


competitive threat of NBC-TV's up- | concessions to be asked on certain 


NBC Sun. Block | making it a city-wide venture, Bob 


NBC television wrapped up an-| 
other half-hour fer its newly- 
opened Sunday afternoon schedule 
this fall, selling “Meet the Press” 
te the Revere Copper & Brass Co. 
Show, in which reporters interview 
personalities in the news before 
the TV cameras, will take over the 
4:30 to*5 p. m. slot Sundays. It’s 
a Martha Rountree package. 

Virtually sold out on its night- 
time schedule this fall and with 
plans almost completed for its day- 

time programming during the week, 
NBC has found the Sunday after- 
noon hours practically the only 
time still available for sponsorship. 
Sale of “Press” means the web is 
booked solid from 4:30 p. m. until 
10:30 Sunday night. As a result, 
any future sales will be in the time 
before 4:30, with indications point- 
ing to Sundays becoming as heavily 
programmed on TV as they are on 
radio. 

NBC's top program exees, inci- 
dentally, had been counting on the 
open time available on Sundays to 
¢coniinue ifs experimental, creative 
programming. Producers and di- 
rectors had assumed that radio’s 
long years of plenty had stultified 
any creative growth in that me- 
dium by perpetuating the formats 
that had won early success. If the 
web ever succeeds in selling out 
on Sundays, consequently, these 
program chiefs fear there will be 


Brown of KNBH and Bob Purcell 
of KTTV went ahead with plans for 
the inaugural program, which will 
emanate from KTTV studios here 
and from KRON and KPIX in 
Frisco. Northern city’s ABC out- 
let, KGO-TV, also decided not. to 
participate. 


Art Linkletter probably will em- 


the point where the picture tube | ae ilies me 
| requires replacement. Until | oe Colgate Comedy Theatre, 


| Ed Sullivan and the CBS web have 
‘cently, sales of TV cathode ray| 7): ee ae 
{uber for replacement purposes | decided fo boost considerably the 
‘have been infinitesimal since few | Town” seg oll Bn 
an aoe a gn sy ae ae | the NBC package scheduled to star 
a pdb ry Mage y~ tog ~ generally | such top-name personalities as Ed- 
xp ubes. |die Cantor, Fred Allen and Dean 








cnd “Lucille Norman ‘appearing, QMAHA’S KMTV FETES 
from here and Freddy Martin and | 
FIRST ANNI ON FRIDAY 


Ted Fio Rito from the Bay City. 
Omaha, Aug. 29. 


ST. LOUIS SURVEY SHOWS ,, From 2 smatt bexinning tast Se. 
150,000 SETS IN ARE 


,2,500 television receivers, KMTV, 
St. Louis, Aug. 29. 


inewest of the local stations, will 
,celebrate its first anniversary Fri- 
More than 150,000 TV sets are day (1). It has grown to be an im- 
owned by residents in the St. Louis portant link in the national tele- 
area, according to the Union Elec- vision network picture, and a 
tric Co. of Missouri, which head- Strong factor in a market which 
quarters here. Announcement was "ow has better than 28,000 tele- 
made after a survey that ended | Vision receivers. 
Aug. 1. The number represents an| The _ operational pattern’ of 
increase of 13.033 sets over the KMTV has stressed expansion and 
number reported July 1. Station program excellence over its Chan- 





Dispatch, is the only local station will bring in top network presenta- 
broadcasting TV programs. tions from ABC and CBS. 
Applications for TV channels by ‘reach Omaha through the almost 
several other stations are pending CO™Pleted micro-wave relay direct 
before the FCC. from primary network stations in 
eastern U. S. 
KMTV is alse continuing to pro- 





Cleve. Boasts 260,185 


Cleveland, Aug. 29. “Paramount Penny Action,” 


KSD, owned by the St. Louis Post- nel 3. Beginning Sept. 30 KMTV, 
These | 


,duce locally built shows such as | 
“Snack | 





July television sates of 15,397 
sent total sets up. 

The Greater Cleveland area now 
‘ hoasts 260,185 sets. 


no opportunity to try out new ideas 
for TV that would keep the me- 
dium progressing. 











New Cowpoke Vidpix 


| 
143,000 for Cincy 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. | _Cincinnati, Aug. 29. 
Package of western vidpix tagged! Tele set installations in the Cin- 
“The Man in Black” will tee off |CY area asof Aug. 1 totaled 143,- 
the activity of newly-formed Bor- | 
der Productions, consisting of! Don Miller, research chief of the 
Russ Whiteman, Dorothy N. Raison! Crosley Broadcasting Corp., also 
and J. Henry Kruse. |reported totals of 76.000 in the 
Whiteman and Gil Warren will Dayton area and 78,000 in the Co- 
star with Miss Raison and Ed Paul |lumbus, O., area, served by the 
Phillips scripting. } Crosley web. 


* 


Time” and “The RCA Master Show- 
room,” all of which have received 
popular approval. In 
Howard Ray, president of the May 
Broadcasting Co., Owen Saddler. 
:general manager, and Howard Pe- 
terson, general sales manager. 

Beginning of its second year 
brings KMTV not only network in- 
ter-connection but also local im- 
provements such as direct connec- 
tion with the Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Co. 
Bell has its operating and business 
headquarters for five’ states in 
}Omaha, 


charge are | 


by coaxial cable. | 


Martin & Jerry Lewis, Sullivan and 

CBS are convinced that the best 
| way to buck it is to obtain the best 
talent possible for “Toast.” Hence, 
|the upped budget. 


| . — 
in addition, 





; Sullivan, plans to 
travel the Sunday night program 
_ this year for the first time. While 
|its home-base will continue to be 
| N. Y., the show may originate from 
| time to time from other key cities 
ion the cable, such as Philadelphia, 
Chicago, Minneapolis, ete. Besides 
| making it possible to line up the 
| Zuest talent who might be playing 
|in those cities at the time, putting 
|the show on the road should also 
tend to cement its popularity with 
Viewers in other cities. Program 
Was originated once last season 
from Philadelphia, when it tied in 
| with a local municipal celebration. 
Sullivan, incidentally, resigned 
his producer's berth with CBS this 
week to sign on in a similar capac- 
ity with Lincoln-Mercury. his bank- 
rollers. Marlo Lewis, who 
tinues as co-producer on 
| will remain on the CBS payroll 
making him available for other 
CBS house packages. 
set tentatively to take over the pro- 
| duction reins on the upcoming 
— Sinatra Saturday night se- 








Wm. Morris Adds Space 


The William Morris ageney has 


taken an additional 2.500 feet of | 


| Office space at 40 W. 52d street 
N. Y., because of expansion in the 
| video department. New quarters 
, Will be occupied in September. 


| Present space in the RKO build- | 


) ing will be retained. 


Con. | 
“Toast,” | 


He has been | 


| variances. Althoygh 25 acres may 
| eventually contain TV City, present 
blueprint calls for space to accom- 


/modate 3,000 workers. Either 
| bought or under option to buy are 
;three parcels, one the home 


|8rounds of the Hollywood Stars 
| baseball team and under lease un- 
| til 1957. 

Construction § starts late next 
| Summer and Meighan is hopeful! of 
the first TV show coming out of 
ithe Beverly and Fairfax site by 
_late 1952. 


Nets Snarled On 
Football Time 


Du Mont, which has probably en- 
countered more trouble than any 
| other network in clearing affiliate 
station time for some of its fall 
programs, put the shoe on its other 
foot this week. With its schedule 
of five Notre Dame home football 
games regarded as the best in col- 
_lege grid play that will be offered 
| Viewers this fall, the web has had 
little trouble in taking its pick of 
stations. Other webs, as a result, 
_are being forced out of certain 
cities for their Saturday afternoon 
grideasts. 

CBS, for example, will have & 
| series of eight games chosen from 
among the top ones scheduled by 
_Army, Navy and Columbia. Esso, 
‘which is sponsoring, had hoped to 
Clear time in as many eastern cities 
/as it has retail outlets. To date, 
however, CBS has been able to line 
up stations for all eight games only 
in N. Y. (an owned-and-operated 
outlet), Baltimore and Washington. 
Single-station areas, such as Char 
lotte, Greensboro, Syracuse, Erie 
Norfolk and Utica, are taking the 
ND contests from DuMont, leaving 








\ (Continued on page 32) 
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Decision Due on Louis-Charles TV 


This Week; Advance Sale May Cue 


Decision on whether 
will be permitted to cover the Joe 
Louis-Ezzard Charles heavyweight 
championship fight next month is 
still up in the air, but is expected 
to be reached this weekend. Louis 
is due in N. Y. today (Wed.), with 
Charles scheduled to arrive Friday 
io set final arrangements for the 
match, scheduled for Sept. 27 ait 
Yankee Stadium, N. Y. According 
tu spokesmen for the International 
Boxing Club, which is promoting 
the fight, any decision on TV must 
be agreed to by the two boxers and | 
their managers. 

While each of Louis’ fights since | 
ihe war’s end has been covered by 
TV, IBC execs intimated that it’s 
still indefinite whether. video will 
be permitted in the Stadium this 
year. Final decision, consequently, 
might await the success of advance 
ticket sales. It’s figured that Louis | 
in the past was always a good 
enough draw to pull a hefty gate 
whether TV was on hand or not. | 
This year, however, Louis is return- 
ing after a long layoff for what he 
hopes to be the first match of his 
comeback and, since Charles has 
failed to draw big crowds at any 
of his recent fights, it’s believed 
possible that TY might loom as oad 
much of a threat to the gate. 


If TV gets the nod, it’s expec ted | 
that Gillette will bankroll the event | 
over the NBC web. According to 
IBC, its contract with Gillette and | 
NBC covers only the indoor fights 
at Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y., so 
that the outdoor “specials” must be | 
contracted for separately. They | 
pointed out, however, that they | 
would probably prefer to do busi- | 
ness with an “old customer.” 

Louis, Charles and the IBC plan 
also to huddle on the advisability 
of making the fight available to 
theatre TV. Louis’ bout with Jer- 
sey Joe Walcott in June, 1948, was | 
carried on an experimental basis | 
by the Paramount theatre, N. Y., 
and the Fox theatre, Puiladelphia’ | 
This year, however, large-scr een | 

video also might be construed as | 
a threat to the gate, and so may be| 
outlawed. 


‘Stork Club’ May 


Expand Format 


“Stork Club,” CBS video show, | 
originated from Sherman Billings- 








ley’s w.k. Manhattan spot, may be | 


expanded into a 30-minute or full- 
hour format from its present 15- 
minute setup. If that happens, CBS 
plans to move the show from its 
present 7:45 to 8 slot on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays into the | 
11 p.m, period oa the same nights. 


Move is being planned to give 
the show a better chance of pick- 
ing up a sponsor. While it has re- 
ceived favorable comment in its 


present time period, CBS execs be- | 


lieve it will attract more viewers 
in the late evening slot. If the plan 
goes through, the web wiil prob- 
ably axe its “Variety Quiz” show, 
now aired cross-the-board from 11 
Pm. te midnight via WCBS-TV 
(N.Y.) locally or else confine that 
show to Tuesday and Thursday 
nights. 


Time Lack Lops ‘Life’; 





$2,220 Sponsor Sought 


Shortages of open time on the 
Video webs has resulted in NBC- 
TV's dropping “Life Begins at 80” 
after the broadcast Friday (25). 
Stanza, however, has been optioned | 


by ABC-TV and is being offered | 


for a $2.220 weekly nut. 

On the next-to-last show of the 
Jack Barry-Dan Enright produc: | 
tion, fact that the series was going | 
off was announcéd. Result was 
that NBC got 55,000 letters sup-| 
porting “80.” Bulk of mail came) 
from viewers in 
bracket, 


television + 


| the four 





100G More Gate Seen In 
Pep-Saddler AM-TV Ban 


Hartford, Aug. 29. 
Lou Viscousi, manager of 
featherweight champ Willie Pep, 
has explained the reason for the 
ban on radio and television at the 
coming Pep-Sandy Saddler cham- 


pionship fight in Yankee Stadium | 


Sept. 8. Manager of the Hartford 


| pug said it would make a difference 


of $100,000 at the gate. With TV 
and radio, the gate stood to be 
roughly $200,000. This way it will 
draw about 40,600 people and 
$300,000. 


Viscousi pointed out that in the 
event of radio-TV casting, the 


| fighters stood te get a cut of $2,225 | 


from those rights, as against a 


much greater amount from an in- | 
The ban was agreed | 


creased gate. 
upon by Viscousi, Charlie John- 
ston, manager of Saddler, and the 
promoters of the affair. 





2 of 4 Sponsors 
Seen Set for NBC 


Wed. Nite Series 


NBC television was near the ink- 
ing stage this week, with Frigidaire 
and Motorola to come in as two of 
sponsors for the web’s 


projected Wednesday night show 
with rotating comedians. Series is 


'to take over the Wednesday night | 
|8 to 9 slot, starting Oct. 4, and will | 


ibe bucking directly 
“Godfrey and Friends” show on 
CBS, which has long been one of 
the toprated programs on TV. 


Besides having two more bank- 
rollers to line up for the show, 
NBC also must still find at least 
one, and possibly two, more come- 
dians to join Ed Wynn and Jimmy 
Durante under the rotating system. 
Wynn is testatively set to launch 
the series, with Durante bowing in 
Oct. 18. As a result, the third | 


against the 


ALARMED AT 
HEGENT BUYS 


y BOB STAHL 


Seuntihe over the advisability of 
Staging television programs in legit | 
| and film theatres is leading to a hot | 
Lined up inj} 
producers | 


fight in the industry. 
one camp are the talent, 


and directors, ready to square off 


against the networks, agencies and | 


sponsors. 

Talent and creative personnel 
claim they cannot do their best 
work in the spacious theatres be- 
fore large studio audiences, and 
that web execs are buying up thea- 
tres only in a vain attempt to con- 
trol bigtime show business. Webs, 


on the other hand, claim they are | 


desperate for space and must buy | 


or lease any theatre available to | 
meet the demand for facilities for | 
schedules confronting | 


the heavy 
them. 


Sparring with each other. 
Cantor, for example, has 
| NBC’ s offer to originate his Sun-! 
| day night show from the stage of | 
| the Center theatre, N. Y. Accord- 
ing te Cantor, he does not want to 
play to a studio audience of 3,000. 
In addition, Bernard Schubert is 
feuding with Procter & Gamble, 
which is to bankroll Schubert’s 
package of operettas on NBC. 
P&G wants the musicomedies to 
originate from one of the web’s 
theatres, while Schubert reportedly 
would have them staged in a small- 
er studio. 

According to some of the top 
talent scheduled te headline those 
programs for which the webs are 


buying theatres, the audiences that | 


undoubtedly will jam the spacious 


tor that has been most responsible 
for TV’s rapid rise—its intimacy. 
In addition, it’s pointed out, there’s | 
a danger that video comedians, by | 
playing before large studio audi-| 
ences, will 
of the greatest ills of radio—that 
of a comic forgetting that his home 





paratively few people watching his 
| performance in a theatre. 
Teo Confining 


As for the producers and direc- 
tors, they are afraid that a theatre | 
stage is too confining for any imag- 
| inative works. By staging their | 
programs in a TV studio, they con- 





‘TALENT FEARS LARGE THEATRES — 





CBS Snares Sponsor to Buck Berle; 
Hypos Battle for Top Pom. Honors 





CBS to Get FCC Nod? 


Reports. that the FCC will 
hand down a color television 
decision favoring CBS Friday 
(1) were reflected sharply in 
Wall Street yesterday (Tues.). 
Web’s Class A stock closed at 
31 on the big board, up $2.50, 
while the Class B common 
jumped two full points to close 
at 3012. 

While the FCC has thrown 
an airtight security gag around 
its projected decision, word 
that CBS would get the nod 





Two factions have already begun | 
Eddie | 


nixed | 


| 


spread rapidly through Wash- 
ington and N. Y. yesterday. 
Commission, incidentally, will 
reportedly hold off its decision 
on Friday, if one is forthcom- 
ing then, until after the mar- 
ket closes at 3 p.m. so that the 
market will react as little as 
possible over the long Labor 
Day weekend. 


FCC's Decision 
On Color TV Due 
This Weekend 











auditoriums can kill the very fac- | 


jend to perpetuate one | 


audience far outnumbers the com- | 


comedian will probably’ do the Oct. | tend, they can line up their camera | 


Washington, Aug. 29. 
All seven members of the FCC are 
| meeting every day this week in 
an effort to get out the color tele- 
vision decision before the Labor 
Day holiday. Chances look good 


for an announcement Sept. 1. But | 
|if the Commissioners are unable | 


to agree by that time, they expect 
to issue their ruling early next 
week. 

It’s understood that the agency 
has reached an agreement on cer- 
tain basic conclusions which have 
been drawn from an analysis of 
the 10,000 page record of the nine- 
months hearings which ended last 
May 26. Exact language of the 
decision is still to be determined 





and is believed to involve the ac- 
| tual steps by which the transition 


from black and white video to 
| shall be accomplished. 

Tight security has been imposed 
| on deliberations of the Commission 


| 


|tre” on NBC 





CBS this week snared the first 
sponsor to sign for a show opposite 
Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star Thea- 
Web has pacted with 


jthe Prudential Life Insurance Ce. 
ito bankroll a new dramatic series 


iin the Tuesday 


night 8 to 9 slot 


{on an alternate week basis, starting 


1Oct. 10. 


Agency for Prudential is 


| Calkins & Holden, Carlock, McClin- 





|inking for the TV show, 


iton & Smith. 


New series, as yet untitled, will 
tentatively star top name perform- 
ers from both Broadway and Hel- 
lywood. It’s to alternate with “Sure 
As Fate,” another hour-long dra- 
matic series which CBS had pack- 
aged to move into the Tuesday 
night period opposite Berle on a 
showcase sustaining basis. With the 
Prudential 


| will not return with its “Pruden- 


| 


| 


| 


| directly 


the 22-40 age. 


11 stanza. Fourth show each| 
month will either star a fourth | 
comic or be used to spotlight prom- 
ising new talent. 

| Web is reportedly dickering with 
Danny Thomas, Danny Kaye and 
Spike Jones to join its Wednesday 
night parade, with Thomas now 
looming as the likeliest contender 
for the third spot on the series. 





‘SUTHERLAND LENSING 
41 ONE-MINUTE SPOTS 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Seven different sponsors are 
bankrolling the 41 one-minute) 
telefilms currently lensing at John | 
Sutherland studios in the most | 
ambitious television activity at the | 
lot thus far. Pix are of various 
types, ranging from straight live 
action through combination anima- 
tion-live action to straight anima- 
tion. 





for Crosley Appliances, 
General Foods, four each for Wild- 
root and Cream of Wheat, seven 
for Kaiser-Frazer, two for Bay- 





Owl Rexall. 
| 


‘Florsheim Into TY With 20° 
Station Red Grange Show 


| Florsheim Shoes, in its first use| 
‘of network television, has bought 

a lineup of 20 ABC-TV stations for 
r grid show starring Red Grange, 
former All-American footballer. 

The 15-minute stanza will be 
| skedded on Thursday nights, at 10 
p.m., starting Sept. 21, originating 
‘in Chicago. 





- » 


Seventeen of the subjects are! 
six for; ———— 


stromite Furniture and one for. 


angles to take advantage of the ang staff since sessions began | 


cameras’ mobility and, where nec- | spout a month ago to appraise | 
essary, use the lenses as an inte-| the status of color in the light of 
gral part of the performance. ¢h¢ voluminous material gathered 
Working in a theatre can mean only | | during the hearings, the findings 
that they'll be restricted to pho-| of the various color proponents 
tographing.a stage show, they main- (Continued on page 32) 

tain. 


argue that there's no truth to the WM, MORRIS ‘PREMIERE’ 
contention that videe comedians 
SET FOR COAST AIRING 


must play to a large audience to 
time their gags. Milton Berle, they 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
William Morris agency has set a 


point out, is certainly video’s No. 1 

comic at this time. ~ Yet Berle, 

rather than playing in one of NBC’s | deal with KECA-TV to launch its 
large theatres, insists his show; “Premiere Theatre” package over 
originate from the web’s compara- the outlet late next month. Pro- 
| tively small studio 6B in Radio| gram consists of a series of one- 
| City, N. Y., where he finds an audi- | shots featuring Morris agency 
ence of some 150 people adequate | talent and writers. 

for his demands. Also, it’s claimed, | “Premiere” ran for seven weeks 
such established comics as Fred’ over KNBH last year and then was 
Allen have been crusading against cancelled when the agency and the 
the dangers of studio audiences in. station disagreed on the budget. 
radio for years. Such comedians However, two of the seven pro- | 
as Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis,| grams beamed, the Pinky Lee and | 
they aver, have always worked | Walter Fortune shows, were sold | 

(Continued on page 33) ‘as a result of the tryout. 


Int TV in 5 Years—Sarnoff 


Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff, RCA board chairman, predicted Monday 
| (28) that the U. S. will have international television within five years 
| and hailed it as a powerful weapon of propaganda. Speaking in Chi- 
jo at the 5lst encampment of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, he said 
| international video will make the Voice of America into the “Voice 

















'tial Family Hour” radie series, 
which has been on a summer vaca- 
|tion from the CBS-AM web. 

Move by Prudential into a spot 
opposite the top-rated 
Berle show is regarded in the trade 
as another indication of the tre- 
mendous battle for top program 
honors that wil’ be fought out on 
TV screens this year. During pre 
vious seasons any show like the 
Berle stanza that had become firm- 
ly entrenched among the Top 10 
had been left pretty much alone 
by competing webs. This year, how- 
ever, some of the most promising 
new programs will be competing 
directly with some of the estab- 
lished video leaders. 

Last year CBS attempted to com- 
pete with Berle with an all-Negro 
variety program When the show 
failed to attract much of an audi- 


(Continued on page 32) 


NBC Spends 1006 
For TY Trailers 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

NBC has earmarked almost $100,- 
000 for a series of video trailers toe 
plug forthcoming fail programs, 
Blurbs, running from 30 to 60 sece 
onds each, are being sent to 62 out- 
lets around the country. 

Lensing is being done by Tele- 
film, which has already canned 
trailers on Milton Berle, Eddie 
Cantor, Ed Wynn, Bob Hope and 
Bill Gargan, with the likelihood 
that NBC also will bring in Jimmy 
Durante, Fred Allen and Martin & 
Lewis. Average cost of the trailer 
is $1,500, some running as high as 
$3,500. NBC has ordered 75 prints 
each of the trailers made thus far, 
16 on Berle, four each on Hope 
and Wynn and three each on Can- 
tor and Gargan. Telefilm is hane 
dling distribution. 


WOR-TV TEST PATTERNS 
USED AS COMMERCIALS 


Test patterns of WOR-TV, N. Y., 
have been sold to Peerless Radio 
ae gr way 4 Inc., in what is be- 
lieved to be the first use of com- 
mercials on the patterns. The ads 
will be visual only, since the audio 
| will carry the usual beep or sound. 

Altomari agency decided to use 
test patterns because Peerless 
wants to attract servicemen and it 
figured the repairmen wil! have to 
study the message as they adjust 
the sets. 


Anne Russell to Have 
Own Mr. & Mrs. Show 


Anne Russell, who with Walter 











and Vision of America.” If we had it now, he said, “The whole world | Herlihy broadcasts cross-the-board 


' would see what millions of American televiewers saw—the wonder of | 
the United Nations sessions at Lake Success—and the arrogant fili- 
buster of President Malik would have been its own most effective anti- 
_dote for the Russian propaganda.” Should war come, Sarnoff said, TV 
will be a vital factor in communications. 


on WJZ-TV’s (N. Y.) “Market 
Melodies,” is bowing out of that 
stanza to put her own package on 
WOR-TV. Titled “Mr. & Mra, 
Shopping,” show wil! feature. Mrs, 





| The electronics expert continued: “No matter where a battle is waged, 
it ean be under the eyes of television and may be viewed by the mili- 
tary strategists even across the seas. It is within the range of possibility 
that the public will watch the action on battlefields while sitting at 
home in frent of TV sets.” 


‘Russell and her husband Bill. 


Show will start in the 11-11:30 
a.m. daily strip when WOR geeg 
‘into full daytime programming af> 
ter the baseball season. 
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teen-agers! 


Already it has a large, intensely boyal 
audience! (In answer to a recent request on 
the show, Paul Whiteman received 6500 
letters!) 


Its audience is about equally divided be- 
tween teen-agers—and adults who are in- 
terested in teen-agers! Youngsters love 
pert, pretty Nancy Lewis... oldsters get a 
kick out of the one and only “Pops” 
Whiteman ... everybody goes for the 
remarkably high caliber of talent among 
teen-age contestants. 


Publicity in newspapers and national mag- 
azines has been sensational! Teachers, 
parents and editors are applauding TV 























TV TEEN CLUB is a show for teen-agers, by 





TELEVISION 




















TEEN CLUB as a public service show be- 
cause it has made a real contribution to 
combatting juvenile delinquency. 


The time is right for teen-agers and adults 
both! Saturday, 8-9 pm. 


For the right sponsor (someone who wants 
to cash in on this rich, ripe, teen-age mar- 
ket) the last half hour of TV TEEN CLUB 
is for sale—at an attractive price. American 
Dairy Association is sponsoring the 8—8:30 
segment. For full details, call ABC Tele- 
vision Sales right now. The number is 
Circle 7-5700. 


TV TEEN CLUB 
SATURDAYS 8—9 Pm. 
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THIS IS SHOW BUSINESS 

With Clifton Fadiman, George S. 
Kaufman, Abe Burrows; Faye 

| Emerson (guest panelist), Mor- 


ton Downey, Denise Darcel, 
Jules Munshin; Henry Sylvern 
music 


Producer: Irving Mansfield 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
AMERICAN TOBACCO 
CBS-TV, N. Y. 

(BBD&O) 


Returning to TV for its second | 
season, “This Is Show Business” 
remains a diverting 30 minutes of 
variety programming with a differ- 
ent slant. The “problem” gimmick 
of this program is really no prob- 
lem at all, of course, but it serves | 
as a different informal means with | 
which to introduce talent to his} 
performance. And with the usually | 
erudite, polished Clifton Fadiman | 
as the program’s moderator, and | 
George S. Kaufman and Abe Bur-| 





rows returning as_ the regular | 
oat. gegea “Show Business” is at 
east a pretense at a variety show 


with some thinking behind it. 


The show uses as a device for | 
its guest actors any particular 
“problem” of the moment. Obvi- 
ously the problem is not to be} 
taken seriously. Denise Darcel, Gal- | 


lic actress, was the first of three | 


KUKLA, FRAN & OLLIE 
With Burr Tillstrom, Fran Allison, 
Jack Fascinato ; 
Producer: Beulah Zachary 
Director: Lewis Gomavitz 
30 Min., Mon.,-thru-Fri., 7 p.m, 
RCA, FORD DEALERS, 
SEALTEST 
NBC-TV, from Chicago 
All Kuklapolitian players re- 
turned Monday (28) for their third 
season on NBC-TV, picking up 
where they left off last June. 
Kukla, Fran Allison and Ollie re- 
sumed their original entertainment 
which has made them one of the 
top video programs for the entire 
family. 
only, it’s the genius of Burr Till- 
strom working behind the scenes 


and the understanding Miss Allison | 


out front that brings to life the 


happy crew of pinheads. Puppeteer | 


Tillstrom, one of the few stars 


video has developed on its own, | 


treats the medium sympathetically. 
On this segment, Ollie was his 
usual extroverted self. But Kukla 


| was a bit depressed because their | 


vacation had ended. So Ollie and 
Miss Allison carefully eased him 
back into the 
When the show ended Kuk was 
back on the track as a harassed 
but happy impresario. 

The session was less animated 


A puppet show in name) 


STUDIO ONE 

(“Zone Four”) 

Stars Mary Sinclair, Judson Laire, 
Leslie Nielsen; with John Lor- 
mer, Peggy French, Jimmy 
Goodwin, Michael Lawson, Helen 
Auerbach, Morton L. Stevens, 
Richard Purdy, Jim Nolan, Kath- 
erine Hall 

Producer-adapter: Worthington 
Miner 

Director: John Peyser 

60 Mins.; Mon., 10 p.m. 

WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC 

CBS-TV, N. Y. 

(McCann-Erickson) 


The consistent dramatic values 
and high interest one invariably at- 
|taches to a “Studio One” show 
| were again obvious Monday night 
(28) with the start of ‘its third, 
season. The CBS hour-long pro- 
gram utilized a James Fielder Cook 





direction and performance. 
“Zone Four” was the 


“Studio | stays 
One” opener, and it revealed itself | Prize 


HOLD THAT CAMERA 
With Jimmy Blaine, Ving Merlin 
orch, others 
Producer-writer: Ted Kneeland. 
Director: Ray Nelson 
30 Mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
DuMont, from New York 
Jimmy Blaine, who was Bert 
Parks’ summer replacement on 
“Stop the Music” on TV and is 
regular vocalist on that show, has 
graduated into the top spot of his 
< display, “‘Hold That Camera.” 
is 


; West Hooker package is 
reminiscent of a lot of displays. 
It’s remembered that Dennis 


James had a similar program some 
years back. Obviously, ‘“‘Truth or 
Consequences” inspired some of 
|the format, and parlor games, pro- 
vided some additional material. 
Format has an individual on the 





rela hp oe Ne waa sie giving directions to a 
", é >S ‘é istudio 
starkly dramatic package of strong} through a series of antics. 
story values, excellent production, | testant 


contestant, who goes 

Con- 

going through the 
shenanigans in the shortest time 
on for subsequent trials. 
donors are rewarded by 


to be a show that in less able hands | plugs. 


| waving, with 
| tones. For here was the yarn of a 
| former OSS operative who forsakes 
| professional prestige as a college 


uests on the seasonal opener last/ than usual with only Kukla, Ollie! professor, marriage with the girl 
unday (27); and she had some | and Miss Allison taking part. Minor | he loves, and the respect of his as- 


sort of a problem about whether a | 


characters did not appear. 


Pro-| sociates in seeking to establish a| 


couple of her sisters should leave| gram hit its stride when the two| “cover” when his country again 
their native France and come to | puppets pantomined to recorded calls him for a dangerous assign- 


the U. S. to live. Since Miss Darcel | 
Was wearing one of those gowns 
down to here, and the assumption 
was that her sisters were equally | 
as lovely, there seemed to be a} 
rising vote from the panel that 
Miss Darcel’s sisters woulfl be very 
welcome in the U. S. In fact, Bur- | 
rows thought it would be nice if | 
the sponsor (Luckies) were to 
change the LS/MFT slogan to 
read. “Let's See More French| 
Tomatoes.” 


All that. and Miss Darcel sang, | 
too. The tune was ‘La Vie En} 
Rose,” which she did with a neat 
personality flair that created no 


further problems. 
Jules Munshin, of Broadway and | 





Hollywood musicomedy, was the | Wednesday night (23). 
second guest, and his “problem” | rehearsal, apparently, everything 


was how to get good material, | 
which served as the intro for his | 
“act,” in which he went into sev- 
eral routines that are 


with casual material. The problem /at one point during a 
elicited an important remark from | tirade to carry her protest directly 


nerves on the part of both Miss 
Barrie and her technical 
standard | Never one to mince words, she let 
with him. He socked across, indi-| her entire audience know she was 
cating in at least one case that) in a nasty mood when the cameras 
Munshin could certainly do much | first faded in on her, threatening 


excerpts from Walt 
“Treasure Island” album, 
Production by Beulah Zachary, 
direction by Lewis Gomavitz and 
piano backing by Jack Fascinato 


Disney’s | ment. It was a timely and sharply | 


| moving story that was marked by a 
| particularly fine performance by 
| Leslie Nielsen among a cast that 
had been expertly chosen. 


were all top-notch. Dave. | Although he started slowly, Niel- 
we | sen 
THROUGH WENDY’S WINDOW | tained, the mood of the char 
With Wendy Barrie; Carl Ravazza, | With shading and intensity. It was 
guest |a superb performance. Judson 


15 Mins.; Wed., 8:15 p.m. 
Producer: Martin Goodman 
Director: Warren Jacober 
ALSCO CORP. 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
(Dubin) 
Wendy Barrie had an unfortu- 


| nate start for her new series under 


a new NBC - TV 


During her 


sponsor via 


went wrong, leading to jangled 


staff. 


lengthy 


Burrows that writers are going toO/|to “a man named Trammell” (NBC | 


be the real stars of TV because of | 
the manner in which video ex- 
hausts material, with Kaufman | 
adding that TV was swallowing the | 
theatre. 

Morton Downey, last of the three 
guest performers, dissected the 
“Trish tenor’ myth with which he 
has been associated (“why do peo- 
ple call me an Irish tenor?”), | 
whereupon he promptly clicked 
with a medley (self-accomped at 
the piano) of non-Irish tunes, which 
at least still allows Downey to be 
called a tenor. 

The Burrows - Kaufman team 
maintained its humorous standards | 
and Faye Emerson, as the first 
show's guest panelist, gave the 
program an added touch of charm 
and s.a. Fadiman, of course, if it 
can be told at this late date, is 
never at a loss for words, what- 
ever the situation. 

Luckies has neatly integrated 
the commercials into an “entertain- 
ment” pattern with little musical 
bits that sell far beter than the 
usual gab. Kahn, 





SHOPPING GUIDE 
With Bill Mulvey, Eileen Flynn 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:30 p.m. 
Participating 
WRGB-TV, Schnectady 

Straight, rapid advertising for a 
variety of products and stores is 
all that “Shopping Guide” offers, 
but WRGB is reported experienc- 
ing no difficulty in selling time on 
it. In fact, from the breathless 
pace at which Bill Mulvey and 
Eileen Flynn deliver the descrip- 
tions and tab the tap, the station 
is pressed to encompass the avail- 
able sponsors within a 15-minute 
block. Presumably, show’s chief 
appeal is to the eternal bargaining 
instinct of women, although men 
may find one or two messages that 
will hold them—the filmed por- 
tions by a finance company, for in- 
stance. 

Mulvey is a persuasive, ingratiat- 


board chairman Niles Trammell). 

Otherwise, the stanza patterned 
itself after the shows Miss Barrie 
has been doing for the last three | 
years on video. 
lengthy spiel 


for her bankroller | 


Laire, as the faculty dean, provided 

|a sharp contrast to the younger 
|man, and his performance was 
| markedly evident at all times by 
|a commanding speaking voice and 
|underplaying. Mary Sinclair’s les- 
'ser role didn’t seem to merit the 
'first-star billing, as the girl Niel- 
| sen had to give up, though she gave 
an able performance. 


John Peyser, the director, cap- 
tured the feeling of the story early 


|and kept it throughout. This is the 
| sort of play where the performers’ 
| pace has to be high all the way, 


and the director kept it that way. 
Though unbilled, actress Betty 


| Furness gave a commendable read- 
|ing of the Westinghouse commer- 
| cials. 


Kahn. 





Simulcast Review 











She went into a| ARTHUR GODFREY’S TALENT 


SCOUTS 


(manufacturer of aluminum storm-;| With Archie Bleyer’s orch, guests 
doors and windows), congratulating | Producer: Jack Carney 

herself several times for being so| Director: David Rich (tele) 

lucky. She gave out with the usual | 30 Mins., Mon., 8:30 p.m. 


chit-chat and 
guest, in this instance singer Carl 
Ravazza, who sparkled his solo bit 
with a sock job on a ballad. With 


the exception of Miss Barrie’s | that 


| 


interviewed héer| LIPTON’S TEA 


CBS, from New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 


CBS is again making certain 
“Arthur -Godfrey’s Talent 


opening, it was a relaxed 15 min-| Scouts” gets the widest possible 


utes. 


her directly following the new 
Faye Emerson show. Since the 
two of them do such similar pro- 
grams, it’s questionable as to the 
advisability of backing them up. 
Both, however, will have to be 
moved to new time periods in a 
couple of weeks, when NBC 
launches its new hour-long series 
with rotating comedians in the 
Wednesday night at 8 one. , 
al. 


STOP, LOOK, LISTEN 
With Art Baker, Margaret Kerry, 

Shirley Wilson, Hal Smith, Ralph 

Hodges, guest panel 
Producer-director-writer: Charles 

Herbert 
30 Mins.; Wed., 10 p.m. 
TRANSPORT INDEMNITY CO. 
KECA-TV, Hollywood 

Quiz entertainment combo has 
the makings of topline family cir- 
cle entertainment with a_ few 
weeks of operational experience 
under its belt. Packager Charles 
Herbert has deftly combined the 
two elements and pulled in a smart 
cast to handle either end. 

Quiz concerns itself with re- 
nowned places and _= structures 
throughout the world. A panel of 
experts is called upon for correct 
answers, following photographic 
and musical entertainment tipoffs. 





ing-salesman. He neatly dug him- 
self out of a mistake-hole made in 
a vacuum cleaner spiel, on one 
program viewed. Mrs. Flynn, who 
appeared in a husband-wife comedy 
sketch via WRGB last fall, some- 
times indicates the tempo taxes 
her breath. Slim and dark-haired, 
she is direct and sincere. Gal and 
Mulvey alternate on messages. 
Show constitutes elementary tele- 
vision, but staffers say it moves 
merchandise. Visual advantage of 
medium is probably the deciding 
factor. Jaco. 


Art Baker, as moderator, handles 
| proceedings in a light, easy man- 
,ner. Baker, with the aid of his per- 
| manent performing crew, Margaret 
| Kerry, Shirley Wilson, Hal Smith 
| and os Hodges, injects a goodly 
| Share of humor into the program. 
Packager Herbert came up with 
some well written clues performed 
capably by Miss Kerry, Miss Wil- 
son, Smith and Hodges. Skits are 
loaded with comedy touches but re- 
main in line with the answer to 
each question. Seymour Berns’ 
camera direction is all that is nec- 
essary. Free. 





| 


NBC, incidentally, has slotted| aM and TV. 


| 
| 


| 


circulation via simulcasting on 
It’s evident that 
Godfrey is the network’s most 
potent salesman on any media, and 
none of his puckishness loses its 
force when deprived of video’s 
visual values. 

“Talent Scouts” is essentially 
the same show as was presented 
last year and for several years 
before. There’s been no apprecia- 
ble change in format in some 
time, and Godfrey’s personable 
pitches haven’t lost any potency. 

On the initial session (28), God- 
frey lined up an excellent batch 
of talent comprising three singers 
and a banjoist. However, it’s ap- 
parently of little import to the 
proceedings whether the talent is 
of top calibre or a few notches be- 
low.. Godfrey is essentially the 
draw, aS was proven some years 
ago when he essayed some in-per- 
son stands with “Talent Scout” 
winners. When Godfrey appeared 
with the unit, grosses were sensa- 
tional. The reverse occurred on 
stands away from New York when 
he was tied “down to CBS head- 
quarters. 

There’s only one major differ- 
ence between video and AM as far 
as this show is concerned. The 
deflections of the needle on the 
applause-meter isn’t made known 
to audiences on the latter medium. 

Godfrey indicates that he’ll hold 
his grip on the top echelon of 
Nielson ratings on both media. 
He’s a great personality whether 
wired for sight or without it. 

Jose. 





San Antonio—Newcomers to the 
staff of KEYL-TV here include 
Larry Shelton and Bill Kelly on 
sales and Bill Michaels, as floor 
manager. Shelton was formerly 
with local Westinghouse Sales. 
Kelly was senior salesman with 
KTSA here, while Michaels is a 





grad of Trinity U. here, 


swing of things.| might have suggested no little flag- | 


| 


| 


| 


acter | home and studio audiences. 


| 
} 


Blaine works valiantly and with 


its sacrificial over-|a great deal of enthusiasm, which 


unfortunately isn’t transmitted to 
the audience. The antics seem to 
be fairly puerile and there isn’t 
much mental substance to the pro- 
ceedings to excite any frenzy. 
There isn’t enough of a zany 
quality nor a sufficient amount of 
cleverness in dreaming up the 
various tricks to make this a top- 
rater. 

There’s some fairish production 
on the show with Blaine providing 
the vocals. 

Probably the strongest part of 


quickly achieved, and main-| the show is the tie-in between the 


Much 
can be done to develop that idea, 
but “Hold That Camera” isn’t the 
vehicle. Jose. 


GENERALLY SPEAKING 

With Marvin Alisky, Lt. Gen. Le- 
Roy Lutes, Lt. Gen. Charles Hall, 
Naval Captain E. M. Waldron 

Producers: Mort Dank, Alisky 


| Director: Harriette C. Robb 
| 30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m., CST 


KEYL, San Antonio 


San Antonio is surrounded by 
Army and Air Forces bases and is 
the home of many retired officers. 
KEYL has invited a group of of- 
ficers each week to participate in 
a panel discussion to give back- 
ground on the fighting in Korea, 
the global problems of Uncle Sam 
in combating Communism, and 
the mobilization here at home. It 
appropriately calls the forum 
“Generally Speaking.” 

Lt. Gen. LeRoy Lutes is com- 
manding general of the entire 4th 
Army with headquarters 
which takes in Texas and adjoin- 
ing states. Lt. Gen. Charles Hall, 
retired, was wartime commander 
of the 11th Army Corps, and add- 
ing the Navy’s viewpoint is Naval 
Captain E. M. Waldron, who re- 
cently retired. 

Marvin Alisky is news editor 

for KEYL and serves as moderator 
for the group. He channels the 
speakers into the subject at hand 
and unobtrusively stays in the 
background, letting the partici- 
pants, who are well versed in the 
background of the global conflict, 
take full charge. 
_ Good use is made of maps, show- 
ing the fighting fronts in Korea, 
and charts, which are dramatically 
introduced to give a full visual pic- 
ture as well as a verbal description 
of what’s going on. e 

Settings are simple and camera 
angles catch each speaker in prop- 
er sequence, to give complete cov- 
erage of what’s being said and 
pointed out on the maps. and 
charts. Andy, 





PUBLIC INVITED 

With Roy Neal 

Producer: Neal 

15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 3:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WPTZ, Phila. 


Roy Neal has set up an afternoon 
segment which affords WPTZ an 
opportunity to take care of a lot 
of local agencies. The 3:15 p.m. 
spot:is plotted neatly because it 
follows the station’s popular daily 
film showing, and if the film runs 
overtime nothing is hurt. 

Program is presented: straight- 
forwardly, simple in format, with 
no television angles or sets. Neal 
sits in a chair and a guest, who is 
generally — allotted one-third the 
program time, sits across from him. 
When the time limit draws near, 
Neal asks for a summation which 
eases the visitor out gracefully. 

Neal, who is WPTZ news editor, 
has a good interview style and 
knows his way around a subject. 
Pleasant manner puts the guest at 
ease and makes a good public rela- 
tions spot for the station, while 
also fulfilling its public service 
obligations. Program is a catchall 
and a natural for pressagents, 
causes, women’s organizations, etc., 
and should attract wide interest in 
an afternoon audience, Gagh, 





here, | 


GARROWAY AT LARGE 

With Dave Garroway, Connie 
Russell, Jack Haskell, 
Chapel, Cliff Norton, Jimmy 
Russell & Aura Vainio, The 
Songsmiths; Joseph Gallichio 
and orch 

Producer: Ted Mills 

Director: Bill Hobin 

Writer: Charlie Andrews 

30 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. CDT 

CONGOLEUM NAIRN 

NBC, from Chicago 


(McCann-Erickson ) 

With the tele lanes this season 
packed with high-powered enter- 
tainment, this low-pressure show 
looms even brighter this frame as 
a diverting change-of-pace offer- 
ing. Basic musical-variety ingre- 
dients are used, but they’re given 
a seemingly strainless treatment 
and are targeted directly at the 
home viewers for pleasant, dis- 
tinctive results. 


On post-hiatus session (27), 
emcee Dave Garroway ambled 
around the studio in his charac- 
teristically informal manner that 
projects a lot of intimate friend- 
liness. Blended smoothly into the 
segment with clever camera lead 
in devices was the strong support- 
ing cast. 


Musical portion was opened 
brightly by Bette Chapel chirping 
‘May I Take Two Giant Steps?” 
with the Songsmiths, newly added 
male quartet, coming in for an 
able assist. Baritone Jack Haskell 
took over with a fine job on “I 
Concentrate On You.” Jimmy 
Russell and <Auro Vainio, new 
dance team, were pleasing in their 
brief introductory turn. Connie 
Russell, showcased by special light- 
ing and camera effects, fetchingly 


sold “Cloud Morning.” The 
whole gang finaled with produc- 
tion version of “Tzena, Tzena, 


Tzena.” Backing by Joseph Gal- 
lichio and orch was firstrate. 

As entire formula strives for 
subtle rather than sock impact, 
comic Cliff Norton’s routine as the 
do-gooder making a pitch for funds 
to set up an ammunition dump for 
juvenile delinquents was satirical 
and funny. 

Garroway’s commercials for the 
rug company sponsor were as 
effective as they were casual. Bill 
Hobin’s deft direction ran the in- 
tricately informal affair without a 
hitch. Dave. 


THE DON OTIS SHOW 

With Otis, Jerry Gray orch, Herb 
Jeffries, Gordon Jenkins, Prince 
Mendez, Madelyn Russell, Jack 

* Marshall, Bob Crosby 

Producer: Otis 

Director: Don Forbes 

60 Mins.; Tues., 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

KLAC-TV, Hollywood 

Don Otis kicked off his initial 
show from the Palladium ballroom 
displaying a hefty talent roster, 
which, strung together in vaude 
form, registered top entertainment. 
Layout suffered usual opening 
night remote jitters but overcame 
the minor troubles to score heavily. 
Otis picked up Motorola Television 
as a sponsor following the first 
show. 

Otis worked easily and smoothly 
as emcee, filling the bill in a 
straight-forward manner. The 
KLAC disk jockey has been han- 


‘dling the same program, in 30- 


minute form, from the studio, for 
the past year. Jerry Gray’s crew 
did a fine job of backstopping, con- 
sidering only half a day’s rehears- 
al. Orch’s band numbers are tops. 


Herb Jeffries opened the hour- 
long layout with three of his 
standard tunes garnering strong re- 
sponse. Jeffries handles himself 
smoothly and came across well. 
Prince Mendez followed with a 
pleasing round of sieight-of-hand 
routines. Ventriloquist skit was 
weak from a material standpoint 
and added patter also failed to hit 
its mark. Madelyn Russell went 
through her paces on two ballads 
and “Deed I Do.” Chirp displayed 
pleasing knowhow on “Deed” but 
was spotty on ballads. 


Though not in the comedy spot- 
light, Gordon Jenkins ran away 
with the honors. Pianist paraded a 
pleasant flare for off-the-cuff hu- 
mor in his presentation of “My 
Foolish Heart” and “Bewitched.’ 
Jack Marshall’s comedy vocaling 
was also rewarding. Marshall har- 
monized vocally while puckering 
on the trombone and did it telling- 
ly. Bob Crosby warbled “I Don't 
Care If the Sun Don’t Shine” and 
followed with a little light patter 
that showed him off as a good bet 
for a video emcee spot of his own 
layout, 

Don Forbes’ camera direction, 
overall, was strong. Though he ha 

trouble at times keeping up with 
the band, director otherwise stayed 
with the action and moved his 





camera deftly, Lighting on initialer 
was bad, Free. 
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MOHAWK SHOWROOM . 

With Roberta Quinlan, Chieftains 
(3), Harry Clark trio; Robert 
Alda, guest; Bob Stanton, an- 
nouncer 

Producer: George R. Nelson 

Directors: Doug Rodgers, Clark 
Jones 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7:30 p.m, 

MOHAWK CARPETS 

NBC-TV, from N.Y. 

(George R. Nelson) 
Roberta Quinlan’s . “Mohawk 

Showroom” returned to” NBC-TV 

Monday night (28), after its sum- 

mer hiatus, with evidence that it’s 

to get considerably more produc- 
tion backing than it had last year. 

And, judging from the preem, 

that’s all to the good. In addition 

to adding the Chieftains, a male 
vocal trio, to the permanent cast, 
the bankroller is also apparently 
shelling out for more ambitious | 
sets. 
gets a chance to move around the 


chored to her piano as she has 
been in the past. 

Petite blonde did her usual fine 
job on the new season’s preem, 
registering strongly with her per- 
sonality and tunes. She and an-| 
nouncer Bob Stanton teamed on 
some special lyrics to welcome | 
back the show and then she scored | 
with “I Wanna Be Loved,” backed | 
by the trio. Guest Robert Alda, | 
after getting in several plugs for | 
his old and new pictures, did an| 
okay vocalizing job on “I Don’t! 
Know Why” and teamed with Miss 
Quilan in a clever rendition of | 
*Blind Date,” which included pre-| 


recorded “asides.” Harry 

trio backed the vocalists capably. 
Stanton did his usual relaxed 

selling pitch for the sponsor's prod- | 

uct. Show is also using that 

“Carpets from the looms of 


Mohawk” theme, which caught on| and Marga, a Latino chanteuse, did | 
nicely last season as an identifier, | Kay with her single effort. Regin- | 


Stal. | 
a. 
ANIMAL CLINIC | 
With Dr. Wesley A. Young, Oscar 
Franzen, Don Driscoll 
Producer: Gail Compton 
Director: Anthony Rizzo 
30 Mins., Sat.; 11 a.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from Chicago | 
Situated in a veterinarian’s of-| 
fice, “Animal Clinic’ has enough | 
on the ball to please both adult | 
and kiddie viewers who harbor) 
pets at home. Show serves as a) 
healthy information piece on the) 
training and care of animals. Hold-| 
ing down the medicine-man chores | 
on the broadcast is Dr. Wesley A. | 
Young, whose work before the) 
cameras is executed naturally and | 
efficiently. During the run of the} 


show, Dr. Young takes care of the | 
needs of a few animals brought | 
into him for medication and also 
answers questions sent in by pro- 
gram's followers. 

Show also devotes a portion of 
the proceedings to instructions in 
teaching dogs obedience. This seg- 
ment is handled by canine trainer 
Oscar Franzen. Supposedly spot- 
lighted for comic relief, Don Car- 
roll, portraying a general handy- 
man, doesn’t fare too well in the 
laugh department. Adding to the 
authenticity of the program, a 
nurse, decked out in a standard 
uniform, helps the doctor with his 
various assignments. 

On program caught Saturday 
(26), the doctor, among other 
things, took care of a canary that 
was having trouble grasping on to 
the swing in its cage. Doctoring 
consisted solely of- clipping the 
bird's nails, which proved to be a 
delicate task. He also offered some 
valuable suggestions to a listener 
whose cat had sunk its feet in some 
lime. Gros. 


| 





CINCINNATI AT SUNSET 
With Ann Ryan, Corky Robbins, 
Gene Griffin, Bob Shreve, Bettie 
Clooney, Bill Thall, Bob Hamil- 
ton Trio, Joe Lugar orch (13) 
Producers: Bob Gilbert, Charles. 
Vaughan 
30 Mins., Tues. (15), 8 p.m. 
WLW-T, Cincinnati : 
This was the first of two special | 
shows by Crosley’s WLW-T for | 
NBC-TV feeding and Cincy’s first 
origination for a major TV _net-| 
work. Title, “Cincinnati at Sun- 
set,” was followed by slides and 
films of scenic landmarks without | 
any attempt to portray historical | 
and traditional aspects. Program | 
permitted showcasing of some cur- | 
rent members of the Crosley staff | 
which over the years has been a) 
Springboard for many of the pres-| 
ent radio bigtimers. 
Bright and dull spots appeared | 
in the No. 1 “Sunset” edition, 
which did not measure up to the) 
Station’s standard for regular vari- | 
ety fare. Opening five-minute spot | 
by the Bob Hamilton Trio, an in-| 
terpretative dance act imported 
from the Lookout House, nearby | 
Kentucky night spot, was_ slow. | 
Standout numbers were Ann Ryan’s | 
“Black Coffee,” with her usual | 
high class dramatics, and “Bam-| 
boo” by Gene Griffin, baritone. 
Koll. | 





As a result, Miss Quinlan | time “Holiday” will be dropped in 


|S. S. HOLIDAY 


With Phil Hanna, Holly Harris 
Marga, Ralph Stantley, Reginald 
Beane, Minnie Jo Curtis 

Producer: Bob Loewi 

Stager: Dick Rose 

Director: Barnaby Smith 

30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

DUMONT, from N. Y. 


_ With the same. cast and produc- 
tion crew that is associated with 
the hour-long “Starlit Time,” Du- 
Mont’s new “S. S. Holiday” show 
Is in reality only a half-hour cap- 
sule version of “Time.” Show was 
reportedly cut to 30 minutes to pro- 
vide a showcase period for the re- 
maining half-hour for “Hold That 
Camera,” another new DuMont 
show which teed off Sunday night 
(27). “Camera” is to be moved into 
DuMont’s new Friday night lineup 
|in a couple of weeks, at which 





; favor ¢ - “Time.” 
studio more, instead of being an-| of the full-hour “Time. 


Judging from Sunday night’s 


| performance, the show carried a| 
decided amateurish taint. It’s ba-| 
Sically a variety program, with the | 


pleasure boat motif tossed in only 
as a gadget with which to stage 
the acts. There was nothing either 
in the dialog or the acts them- 
selves however, to tie in with the 
boat atmosphere. In addition, the 
performers stumbled through their 
lines, making it evident they hac 
been-told the general idea of the 
show without having any actual 
script to follow. From a production 
viewpoint, the cameras for some 
reason were dissolved slowly from 


Clark | Scene, to scene instead of being) 


“cut,” which served only to slow 
the program’s pace to a walk. 
Talent, for what it could do, was 
adequate. Phil Hanna and Holly 
Harris sold their songs pleasantly 


ald Beane provided-a couple of 
piano-vocal interludes, while Ralph 
Stantley and Minnie Jo Curtis 
were on hand for comedy relief. 


WILLIE THE WORM 

With Warren Wright 
Director-producer-writer: Wright 
30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WCAU-TYV, Phila. 


“Willie the Worm” is an idea of 
Charles Vanda, v.p. in charge of 
television at WCAU-TV. As work- 
ed up by staffer Warren Wright, 
the show shapes up as Grade A 
moppet. fare. Program features a 
worm puppet which relates serial- 
ized animal stories. To test audi- 
ence pull, program shows drawings 


sent in by youngsters about various | 


activities of “Willie,” as well as 
suggestions for unique ties, which 
the puppet wears. hree film car- 
toons break up “Willie’s” appear- 
ances on the video screen. 


Wright, who also directs Snellen- 
burg’s hour-long “TV Jamboree,” 
does the voice and the puppet 
manipulations. He has a pleasant, 
informal and seemingly extempo- 
raneous manner, &nd avoids the 
irritating loud gags sometimes 
found on children’s programs. 

The worm puppet occupies most 
of the screem with tall grass as a 
background. Cleverly 
the puppet manages by its move- 
ments to hold visual attention 
while it tells the stories. Wright’s 
voice is the compelling behind- 
scenes factor. Since its inception 
two months ago, “Willie” has 
caught on and outrates “Howdy 


Doody” locally, according to the | ba 
the American Re- | might be good vaude but wasn’t 
Recently the sta-| good vaudeo, especially in the im- 


figures from 
search Bureau. 


tion postponed the program be- | portant closing spot. 


cause of a lengthy United Nations | 





Tele Followup 











NBC - TV’s “Masterpiece Play- 
house” series presented a good, 
workmanlike adaptation of Shakes- 
peare’s “Othello” Sunday night 
(27), but the morbid drama was 
enacted a trifle too flamboyantly 
and too much in one key for best 
results. While producer Fred Coe 
utilized a unit set for the produc- 
tion, which made it possible for 
the cameras to operate from the 
center of the action, he seldom 
succeeded in establishing the rap- 
port with viewers which has been 
achieved with other Shakespearean 
plays on video. The audience, in 
other words, was seldom drawn 
into the action. 

Stephan de Baun scripted the 
play for the video presentation, 
and succeeded in 
most dramatic 
providing a 





while 
continuity. 


segments 
smooth 


| requirements, he nonetheless made | 
| his characterization extremely be-| 


|lievable. Alfred Ryder, on the 
| Other hand, underplayed his por- 
| trayal of Iago and, as result, scored 
with much greater impact. Olive 
Deering was fine as Desdemona. 


| The scene in which she fought | 


|against Othello’s attempt to 
| strangle her was vividly presented. 
| George Keene made a good Cassio, 
fand John Seymour, Muriel Hut- 
chinson and Al Sheean registered 
|in supporting roles. 

| Cast and cameras were reined 
|'deftly by Delbert Mann, and 
| Donald Pike turned in a perfeet 
| assist as technical director. Coe’s 
production mountings were stand- 
| out, including the neatly functional 
| sets designed by Otis Riggs and a 
| special score composed and con- 
| ducted by Harry Sosnik. 


' 
| 





Ed Sullivan’s ‘‘Toast of the 
Town” missed fire Sunday night 
(27) via CBS-TV mainly because of 
a lack of standout acts, and be- 
cause the show closed with a 
straight novelty turn which not 
only has been seen before on TV 
but which lacked the strength to 
| hold down the curtain spot. Pro- 
| gram spotted such name talent as 
| Vincent Lopez, the Berry Bros. 
‘and Metopera seprano Eleanor 


|Steber, but none of them carried | 


| the necessary punch which» Sulli- 
| van has usually managed to get in 
|one act each week. 

| Miss Steber did a fine job on 
| “Un Bel Di” from Puccini’s ‘““Mad- 
|}ame Butterfly,” coming back later 
|in the show to strum a guitar for 
‘an American folk-tune. 
‘scored with a couple of his fast- 
| tempoed piano solos, but went into 
|too long a chat with Sullivan in 
| explaining how he first breke into 
| show biz. Berry Bros, flashed liitle 
| of their usual terping talent, con- 
| fining their work mostly to work- 
ing out individually rather than in 
unison. Tom and Jerry impressed 
with some dazzling acro work on 
the parallel bars, and Allen and 


contrived,| Blanche Lund registered solidly 


with their brace of terp routines. 

Comic Henny Nadell drew plenty 
of yocks from the studio audience 
with his routine on a nervous 
draftee, but that skit too has been 
seen too often before on TV. Finale 
had Lenny and Margie Ross in a 
bag-punching exhibition, which 





For stage 
dressing, Sullivan brought sports- 


| 
| SMILIN’ ED McCONNELL 
| Producer-director: Frank Ferrin 
| Writers: Hobart Donovan, Dick 
| Miller 
30 Mins.; alternate Sats., 6:30 p.m. 
BROWN SHOE CoO, 
NBC-TV, from New York 
(Leo Burnett) 

Smilin’ Ed McConnell, whose 
AM show is heard on Saturday 
mornings, launched a televersion 
on alternate weeks Saturday (26). 
It’s a vidpic production complete- 
ly, which is required by the nature 
of McConnell’s characters, Froggy 
the Gremlin, Midnight the Tabby 
Cat, Squeaky the Mouse and Old 
Grandie, the Talking Piano. The 
animals, who came on only brief- 
ly at the end of the show, are 
animated by stop-motion and other 
techniques and are the kind that 
should please the young. set. 
Squeaky’s working a music box 





THE NEWS AND ITS MEANING 
With John Daly; Bill Hamilton, an- 
nouncer; Maj. George Fielding 

Eliot, guest 
| Director: Ted Marvel 
15 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m, 

B. F. GOODRICH CO. 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(BBD&O) 

Intended only as a five-week 
filler until Goodrich’s “Celebrity 
Time” resumes telecasting, the ini- 
| tial segment of this 15-minute re- 
'view of the week’s news and spot 
developments showed enough 
strength to merit continuation as a 
permanent feature. 
| John Daly got an astonishing 
|amount and variety of information 
| into the short time allotted him. He 
‘opened the show with spot war 
| news, using some excellent maps. 
| Then he gave a review of the 
| week’s news, using newsreel shots 
land stills). He interviewed the 





retaining the| 


Toren Thatcher played the tortur- | 


and Midnight's playing the bass | weekly guest, this time Maj. George 
fiddle come off as good juvenile | Fielding Eliot, on whether air 
fantasy. |power alone can win a war. He 

Bulk of the show was taken up/ closed with hints of developments 
by a filmed adventure story, with | to watch during the coming week. 


ed Moor and, while his gestures | 
| were a bit too accentuated for TV’s | 


Lopez | 


telecast, and the switchboard was | caster Mel Allen up from the studio 


Ghanga the elephant boy as cen- 
tral figure. It was a transparent 
| yarn, dealing with an evil gardener 
| who knocked out the kid, stole a 
ruby he was carrying and left him 
to a man-eating tigress. Elephant 
saved the youth, who then brought 
the thief to justice. Production 
showed evidence of a low budget 
via avoidance of actual fighting 
|scenes, etc. But for the moppet 
audience it may appeal. 


McConnell registers as somewhat 
condescending. Commercials were 
| strongly pitched, asking the young- 
| sters to wear Buster Brown shoes 
back to school. The Buster Brown 
| trademark, in which Buster and his 
| dog come to life, should click with 
the kids. Bril. 





THAT McMAHON’S HERE AGAIN 

With Ed McMahon, Dave Stephens 
Quartet, the Velvetones, Richard 
Caulk, Natalie Nevins, Marge 
Holban 

Producer-director: Alan Bergman 

| Writers: McMahon, Bergman 

| 30 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

| WCAU-TYV, Phila. 


“That McMahon’s Here Again” 
| was presented as a_ one-shot in 
WCAU-TV’s series “Do You Like 
This?” which is aimed at selecting 
| fall programs. The McMahon show 
(21) has a song and dance format. 
| Instead of the emcee device, Ed 


| 


| McMahon acted as a travel agent 





| to cue the sets—the Netherlands, 


| Mexico, a fantasy world and Lon- | 


don’s Soho. Songs were obvious 
'choices such as “Wilhelmina,” “La 


| Cucaracha,” “A Little Bit of Heav- 
'en” and “Limehouse Blues.” 


| 
|. Richard Caulk and Natalie Nev- 
ins, the boy and girl vocalists, 
showed up nicely, both vocally 
and visually. The Velvetones, who 
‘have been working clubs, were 
‘more finished and_ professional 
and clicked on two 
Dave Stephens, the pianist who 
leads the WCAU - TV band, gave 
solid back to the chirpers with his 
artet. Obvious weak spots were 
the tapdancing bits. ¢ 
Lighting and camera work were 
interesting, using fadeouts to ef- 
fect act changes, but the sets were 
noticeably skimpy and a tipoff to 
the sustainer budget. McMahon is 
one of the tireless workers on the 
WCAU-TV staff and always can be 
counted on to come with another 
idea. In the present quickie, the 
idea was okay but its working out 
needed more originality and elab- 
oration. Gagh. 


TODAY—NEWS AND SPORTS. 


numbers. | 


| And managed to find time for a 
| commercial too. 
| General tone of the show is au- 
| thoritative. Daly delivers his news 
and analysis tersely and concisely. 
Newsreels are cut for essentials 
only, and stills bearing only on 
newsy topics are shown. Purpose 
| of all pictures is not simply to show 
'a scene, but to implement the 
| spoken word. 
Commentator’s interview with 
Eliot was quiek and to the point, 
| yet got all necessary opinions and 
‘information. It was a fine job of 
|interviewing. Preview of news to 
|come was specific, not vague. 
| There wasn’t too much for the 
| cameras to do, since a good part of 
| the show was newsreel and stills, 
— they did catch Daly and Eliot 


| well. 
In line with Goodrich’s intention 
'of publicizing the rubber situation 
|in the present crisis, announcer 
| Bill Hamilton did an excellent job 
| with a documentary commercial 
|showing development and present 
condition of the synthetic rubber 
industry and supply in the country. 
Chan, 


|THE REAL McKAY 

|With Jim McKay, Mac Perrin, 
Ellen Parker; guests 

Producer: Jack Lescouli 

Director: Rod Mitchell 

Writer: Frank Moriarity 

| 90 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.; 2:30 p.m, 

| Sustaining 

| WCBS-TV, from N. Y. 





| As its initial regularly-scheduled 
|early afternoon program, WCBS- 
TV, local CBS outlet, bowed last 
|weekr with “The Real McKay.” 
| Program, running 90-minutes daily, 
‘has an adult and casual manner 
‘that should find favor with after- 
| noon viewers. Made up of tunes 
/and conversation, show sports a 
‘/homey atmosphere that makes for 
|relaxed and pleasant viewing. 
Adding most to show’s effective- 
| ness are the contributions made by 
its three regulars. These are Jim 
McKay, around whom the program 
is built; Mac Perrin, singer-pianist, 
and Ellen Parker, songstress. 
Latter, however, should taper off 
on responding to all lines as though 
they were yock material. McKay, 
the central character in this mid- 
day series, displays a pleasing per- 
sonality. Perrin, whose keyboard 
work is tops, also demonstrates an 
ease that puts him alongside of 
McKay in the personality depart- 
ment. Miss Parker, except for her 
excessive tendency towards laugh- 
ter, makes a nice appearance and 
rounds out the trio in tasteful 
fashion. 

Localed on the porch of McKay’s 


swamped with complaints. Strictly 
for juves, its adult appeal is slight, 
but oldsters forced to attend a 
program with their toddlers won't 
find it hard to take. Gagh. ~ 


LET’S HAVE FUN 
With Hank Grant, emcee; Elaine 
Neblett, Bill Savage, Julian 
Stockdale and All Americans 
Director: Bill Taylor 
60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11 a.m. 
GOLDBLATTS 
WBKB, Chicago 
First tele Venture by this major 
Chi department store isn’t off to 
a very auspicious start. Show is a 
casually-produced mixture of mu- 
sic, quizzes and stunts that adds 
up to only fair entertainment. 
Because the series 
likely to create much audience en- 
thusiasm, it'll hardly provide the 
retailing sponsor with a fair test 
of video's in-home selling potency. 
Entire cast, on show caught (23), 
seemed as new to TV as the bank- 
roller. Technical handling of re- 
mote, which is done from store's 
own studio, was below par. The 
most noticeable improvisation was 
the lack of an overhead mike. 





Emcee Hank Grant worked the en-, 
tire segment with a hand mike, | 


while the singers did their chirp- 
ing from behind a standup mike. 
Commercials for the co-op prod- 
ucts were well-spaced and ably de- 
livered by John Dunham. Dave. 


seems un-| 


audience for a _ bow, following 
Allen’s “Day” earlier in the after- 
noon at Yankee Stadium, N. Y. 





First half ot the “Paul White- 
man TV Teen Club” on ABC-TV, 
Saturdays, at 8 p.m., has been 
_picked up by the American Dairy 
Assn. It has good possibilities for 
selling the under-20 set on drink- 
ing milk in lieu of soda pop. Slo- 
gan, “for the lift that lasts, drink 
milk,” comes over nicely and was 
given a strong pitch via one pro- 
duction number. In this a vocal 

uintet of four girls and a boy sang 
the saga of “Home-Run Harry” 
who went into a slump, from which 
he emerged by taking the milk 


cure. Segment was amusingly done. 
The half-hour is hypoed by a tal- 
ent contest in which the young per- 
formers compete for Phileco radio 
| and tele sets. As is to be expected, 
level of performance runs the 
| gamut from good to indifferent, but 
there’s a variety of acts and most 
of them are exuberant. Whiteman 
makes a topflight host and his teen- 
age daughter Nancy helps make it 
the kids’ own show. 








Edith Fellows is star of a 15- 


| With John Wingate, Kevin Kennedy 
Director: Roy Meredith 
15 Mins.; Wed., 8:45 p.m.; Thurs.- 
Sat., 8:30 p.m. 
| Participating 
| WOR-TV, New York 


Format of this 15-minute news 
|segment is an interesting one. 
Program is departmentalized into 
war news, Washington news, local 
bulletins and sports. Each segment 
is introduced by a short trailer, 
newsreel style. Departmentaliza- 
tion serves a number of good pur- 
poses — clarifying the news, pre- 
venting show from becoming static 
,and giving good visual effect. 
| John Wingate handles all but 
'sports news, with Kevin Kennedy 
|reporting sports results briefly. 
| Wingate’s commentary is generally 
okay, but he could tighten his 
‘script a bit. Since he doesn’t ana- 
|lyze, crisper and terser presenta- 
tion is called for. Wingate’s work 
| with maps in war news department 
is excellent, with newscaster draw- 
'ing in lines on the near-blank map 
ito show troop concentration and 
‘drives. Voice and appearance are 
pleasant. 

Camera work isn’t up to par. At 








‘one point on show caught, Ken-. 


|nedy turned the show over to Win- 


home, program sustains a friendly 
mood throughout. Format has vari- 
ous guests dropping in to chat with 
McKay. These talks usually turn 
out to be interviews, with the host 
offering intelligent questions that 
promote solid answers. Besides 
confabbing with the guests, McKay, 
Perrin and Miss Parker discuss 
various subjects among themselves 
which make for light and breezy 
/conversation. Another segment of 
'the show which came over nicely 
| was the reading of suggestions sent 
iin by the listeners and bringing 
| these forth for discussion. 

| About 10 musical numbers were 
offered on show caught Thursday 
| (24). These included solo rendi- 
tions by McKay, Perrin and Miss 
| Parker, McKay displays a folksy 
manner in his singing, while Perrin 
vocals as well as plays the piano 
in neat style. Miss Parker also 
|comes though capably in the chirp 
department. Gros. 





| 





Dallas — Martin B. Campbell, 
general manager of WFAA-TYV, an- 
‘nounced that the outlet will tele- 
cast six high-school football games 
this season, with the opener set for 
Set. 16. All games will be tele- 


minute film made by World Video gate, but camera stayed on Ken- | vised from Dal-Hi Stadium. George 


‘titled “Beauty and the Bistro.” Pic nedy for a moment, and latter had | White, sportswriter and commenta 


concerns an American girl who 
wanders alone into a Parisian 
| Apache cafe, 


to force a silly smile. Maps and 
scoreboard are nicely constructed 
land easily readable. Chan, 


tor, and Carl Mann, WFAA-" 
sport announcer, will describ’ 
| contests. 
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THIS IS SHOW BUSINESS 

With Clifton Fadiman, George S. 
Kaufman, Abe Burrows; Faye 

| Emerson (guest panelist), Mor- 


ton Downey, Denise Darcel, 
Jules Munshin; Henry Sylvern 
music 


Producer: Irving Mansfield 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
AMERICAN TOBACCO 
CBS-TV, N. Y. 

(BBD&O) 


Returning to TV for its second | 
season, “This Is Show Business” 
remains a diverting 30 minutes of 
variety programming with a differ- 
ent slant. The “problem” gimmick 
of this program is really no prob- 
lem at all, of course, but it serves 
as a different informal means with 
which to introduce talent to his} 
performance. And with the usually 
erudite, polished Clifton Fadiman 
as the program’s moderator, and 
George S. Kaufman and Abe Bur-| 
rows returning as the regular} 
panelists, “Show Business” is at 
least a pretense at a variety show 
with some thinking behind it. 

The show uses as a device for 
its guest actors any particular | 
“problem” of the moment. Obvi- | 
ously the problem is not to be} 
taken seriously. Denise Darcel, Gal- | 
lic actress, was the first of three | 





KUKLA, FRAN & OLLIE 
With Burr Tillstrom, Fran Allison, 
Jack Fascinato ‘ 
Producer: Beulah Zachary 
Director: Lewis Gomavitz 
30 Min., Mon,-thru-Fri., 7 p.m, 
RCA, FORD DEALERS, 
SEALTEST 
NBC-TV, from Chicago 
All Kuklapolitian players re- 
turned Monday (28) for their third 
season on NBC-TV, picking up 
where they left off last June. 
Kukla, Fran Allison and Ollie re- 
sumed their original entertainment 
which has made them one of the 
top video programs for the entire 
family. A puppet show in name 
only, it’s the genius of Burr Till- 


strom working behind the scenes | 
and the understanding Miss Allison | 
out front that brings to life the) 


happy crew of pinheads. Puppeteer 
Tillstrom, one of the few stars 
video has developed on its own, 


treats the medium sympathetically. | 


On this segment, Ollie was his 
usual extroverted self. But Kukla 


was a bit depressed because their | 


vacation had ended. So Ollie and 
Miss Allison carefully eased him 
back into the swing of things. 


STUDIO ONE 

(“Zone Four’’) 

Stars Mary Sinclair, Judson Laire, 
Leslie Nielsen;._ with John Lor- 
mer, Peggy French, Jimmy 
Goodwin, Michael Lawson, Helen 
Auerbach, Morton L. Stevens, 
Richard Purdy, Jim Nolan, Kath- 
erine Hall 

_ Producer-adapter: Worthington 
Miner 

| Director: John Peyser 

60 Mins.; Mon. 10 p.m. 

| WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC 

| CBS-TV, N. Y. 

(McCann-Erickson) 


The consistent dramatic values 
and high interest one invariably at- 
|taches to a “Studio One” show 

were again obvious Monday night 
(28) with the start of ‘its third, 
season. The CBS hour-long pro- 
gram utilized a James Fielder Cook 
story in an adaptation by Worthing- 
ton Miner, and the result was a 
starkly dramatic package of strong 
story values, excellent production, 
direction and performance. 

“Zone Four” was the “Studio 
One” opener, and it revealed itself 
_ to be a show that in less able hands 
| might have suggested no little flag- 





HOLD THAT CAMERA 
With Jimmy Blaine, Ving Merlin 

orch, others 
Producer-writer: Ted Kneeland. 
Director: Ray Nelson 
30 Mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
DuMont, from New York 

Jimmy Blaine, who was Bert 
Parks’ summer replacement on 
“Stop the Music” on TV and is 
regular vocalist on that show, has 
graduated into the top spot of his 
own display, “Hold That Camera.” 
This West Hooker package is 
reminiscent of a lot of displays. 
It’s remembered that Dennis 
James had a similar program some 
years back. Obviously, “Truth or 
Consequences” inspired some of 
| the format, and parlor games, pro- 
vided some additional material. 





telephone giving directions to a 
studio contestant, who goes 
{through a series of antics. Con- 
| testant going through the 
|shenanigass in the shortest time 
stays on for subsequent trials. 
|Prize donors are rewarded by 


| plugs. 
Blaine works valiantly and with 


When the show ended Kuk was) waving, with its sacrificial over-|a great deal of enthusiasm, which 


back on the track as a harassed 
t happy impresario. 
The session was less animated 


| tones. For here was the yarn of a 
| former OSS operative who forsakes 
| Professional prestige as a college 


— on the seasonal opener last! than usual with only Kukla, Ollie| professor, marriage with the girl 
Sunday (27); and she had some | and Miss Allison taking part. Minor | he loves, and the respect of his as- 


sort of a problem about whether a | 


their native France and come to} 
the U. S. to live. Since Miss Darcel | 
Was wearing one of those gowns | 
down to here, and the assumption | 


was that her sisters were equally | direction by Lewis Gomavitz and| Leslie Nielsen among a cast that | 


as lovely, there seemed to be a 
rising vote from the panel that 
Miss Darcel’s sisters woulfl be very | 
welcome in the U. S. In fact, Bur- | 
rows thought it would be nice if 


the sponsor (‘Luckies) were to | 
change the LS/MFT slogan to} 
read. “Let’s See More French | 
Tomatoes.” 


All that, and Miss Darcel sang, | 
too. The tune was ‘La Vie En} 
Rose,” which she did with a neat 
personality flair that created no 
further problems. 


Jules Munshin, of Broadway and | 
Hollywood musicomedy, was the | 
second guest, and his “problem” 
was how to get good material, 
which served as the intro for his | 
“act,” in which he went into sev-| 
eral routines that are standard | 
with him. He socked across, indi- | 
cating in at least one case that, 
Munshin could certainly do much | 
with casual material. The problem | 
elicited an important remark from | 
Burrows that writers are going to | 
be the real stars of TV because of | 
the manner in which video ex- 
hausts material, with Kaufman | 
adding that TV was swallowing the | 
theatre. | 

Morton Downey, last of the three | 
guest performers, dissected the! 
“Trish tenor’ myth with which he} 
has been associated (“why do peo- | 
ple call me an Irish tenor?”’), | 
whereupon he _ promptly clicked | 
with a medley (self-accomped at 
the piano) of non-Irish tunes, which | 
at least still allows Downey to be | 
called a tenor. 

The Burrows - Kaufman team) 
maintained its humorous standards ! 
and Faye Emerson, as the first | 
show's guest panelist, gave the| 
program an added touch of charm | 
and s.a. Fadiman, of course, if it 
can be told at this late date, is 
never at a loss for words, what- 
ever the situation. 

Luckies has neatly integrated 
the commercials into an “entertain- 
ment” pattern with little musical 
bits that sell far beter than the | 
usual gab. Kahn, 





SHOPPING GUIDE 
With Bill Mulvey, Eileen Flynn 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:30 p.m. 
Participating 
WRGB-TV, Schnectady 

Straight, rapid advertising for a 
variety of products and stores is 
all that “Shopping Guide” offers, 
but WRGB is reported experienc- 
ing no difficulty in selling time on 
it. In fact, from the breathless 





characters did not appear. 


puppets pantomined to recorded 

excerpts from Walt Disney’s 

“Treasure Island” album. 
Production by Beulah Zachary, 


piano backing by Jack Fascinato 
were all top-notch. Dave. 


THROUGH WENDY’S WINDOW 


With Wendy Barrie; Carl Ravazza, | with shading and intensity. It was | can be done 


guest 
15 Mins.; We4., 8:15 p.m. 
Producer: Martin Goodman 
Director: Warren Jacober 
ALSCO CORP. 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(Dubin) 

Wendy Barrie had an unfortu- 

nate start for her new series under 


a new sponsor via NBC-TV 
Wednesday night (23). During her 
rehearsal, apparently, everything 


went wrong, leading to jangled 
nerves on the part of both Miss 
Barrie and her technical staff. 
Never one to mince words, she let 
her entire audience know she was 
in a nasty mood when the cameras 
first faded in on her, threatening 
at one point during a lengthy 
tirade to carry her protest directly 
to “a man named Trammell” (NBC 
board chairman Niles Trammell). 

Otherwise, the stanza patterned 
itself after the shows Miss Barrie 


has been doing for the last three | 


years on video. She went into a 
lengthy spiel for her bankroller 
(manufacturer of aluminum storm- 
doors and windows), congratulating 
herself several times for being so 


lucky. She gave out with the usual | 
interviewed her | 


chit-chat and 
guest, in this instance singer Carl 
Ravazza, who sparkled his solo bit 
with a sock job on a ballad. With 
the exception of Miss. Barric’s 
opening, it was a relaxed 15 min- 
utes. 

NBC, incidentally, has slotted 
her directly following the new 
Faye Emerson show. Since the 
two of them do such similar pro- 
grams, it’s questionable as to the 
advisability of backing them up. 
Both, however, will have to be 
moved to new time periods in a 
couple of weeks, when NBC 
launches its new hour-long series 
with rotating comedians in the 
Wednesday night at 8 aes ° , 

al. 


STOP, LOOK, LISTEN 
With Art Baker, Margaret Kerry, 
Shirley Wilson, Hal Smith, Ralph 
Hodges, guest panel 
Producer-director-writer: Charles 
Herbert 
30 Mins.; Wed., 10 p.m. 
TRANSPORT INDEMNITY CO. 
KECA-TV, Hollywood 
Quiz entertainment combo has 





pace at which Bill Mulvey and 
Eileen Flynn deliver the descrip- 
tions and tab the tap, the station 
is pressed to encompass the avail- 
able sponsors within a 15-minute 
block. _Presumably, show’s chief 
appeal is to the eternal bargaining 
instinct of women, although men 
may find one or two messages that 
will hold them—the filmed por- 
tions by a finance company, for in- 
stance. ' 


Mulvey is a persuasive, ingratiat- | 


ing-salesman. He neatly dug him- 
self out of a mistake-hole made in 
a vacuum cleaner spiel, on one 
program viewed. Mrs. Flynn, who 
appeared in a husband-wife comedy 
sketch via WRGB last fall, some- 
times indicates the tempo taxes 
her breath. Slim and dark-haired, 
she is direct and sincere. Gal and 
Mulvey alternate on messages. 
Show constitutes elementary tele- 
vision, but staffers say it moves 
merchandise. Visual advantage of 
medium is probably the deciding 
factor. Jaco. 


the makings of topline family cir- 
(cle entertainment with a _ few 
| weeks of operational experience 
|under its belt. Packager Charles 
|Herbert has deftly combined the 
_two elements and pulled in a smart 
cast to handle either end. 
| Quiz concerns itself with re- 
nowned places and_ structures 
throughout the world. A panel of 
experts is called upon for correct 
, answers, following photographic 
|and musical entertainment tipoffs. 
| Art Baker, as moderator, handles 
| Proceedings in a light, easy man- 
,ner. Baker, with the aid o: his per- 
/Manent performing crew, Margaret 
Kerry, Shirley Wilson, Hal Smith 
| and Ralph Hodges, injects a goodly 
share of humor into the program. 
Packager Herbert came up with 
some well written clues performed 
capably by Miss Kerry, Miss Wil- 
son, Smith and Hodges. Skits are 
loaded with comedy touches but re- 
main in line with the answer to 
each question. Seymour Berns’ 
camera direction is all that is nec- 
essary. Free. 


> + “ 





I Pro-| sociates in seeking to establish a| There 
couple of her sisters should leave; gram hit its stride when the two| “cover” when his country again | 


| calls him for a dangerous assign- 


/ment. It was a timely and sharply 
| moving story that was marked by a 
| particularly fine performance by 


| had been expertly chosen. 


Although he started slowly, Niel- 
sen quickly achieved, and main- 
| tained, the mood of the character 


a superb performance. Judson 
Laire, as the faculty dean, provided 
| a sharp contrast to the younger 
|man, and his performance was 
| markedly evident at all times by 


ia commanding speaking voice and | 


| underplaying. Mary Sinclair’s les- 
'ser role didn’t seem to merit the 
'first-star billing, as the girl Niel- 


| sen had to give up, though she gave | 


|an able performance. 


John Peyser, the director, cap- 
tured the feeling of the story early 


| and kept it throughout. This is the 


| sort of play where the performers’ 
| pace has to be high all the way, 

and the director kept it that way. 
| Though unbilled, actress Betty 
| Furness gave a commendable read- 
|ing of the Westinghouse commer- 
| cials. Kahn. 





Simulcast Review 











| ARTHUR GODFREY’S TALENT 
SCOUTS 
| With Archie Bleyer’s orch, guests 
| Producer: Jack Carney 
| Director: David Rich (tele) 
30 Mins., Mon., 8:30 p.m. 
LIPTON’S TEA 
CBS, from New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 


CBS is again making certain 
that “Arthur -Godfrey’s Talent 
Scouts” gets the widest possible 
circulation via simulcasting on 
AM and TV. 
Godfrey is the network’s most 
potent salesman on any media, and 
none of his puckishness loses its 
force when deprived of video's 
visual values. 

“Talent Scouts” is essentially 
the same show as was presented 
last year and for several years 
before. There’s been no apprecia- 
ble change in format in some 
time, and Godfrey’s personable 
pitches haven’t lost any potency. 

On the initial session (28), God- 
frey lined up an excellent batch 
of talent comprising three singers 
and a banjoist. However, it’s ap- 
parently of little import to the 
proceedings whether the talent is 
of top calibre or a few notches be- 
low... Godfrey is essentially the 
draw, aS was proven some years 
ago when he essayed some in-per- 
son stands with “Talent Scout” 
winners. When Godfrey appeared 
with the unit, grosses were sensa- 
tional. The reverse occurred on 
stands away from New York when 
he was tied “down to CBS head- 
quarters. 

There’s only one major differ- 
ence between video and AM as far 
as this show is concerned. The 
deflections of the needle on the 
applause-meter isn’t made known 
te audiences on the latter medium. 

Godfrey indicates that he’ll hold 
his grip on the top echelon of 
Nielson ratings on both media. 
He’s a great personality whether 
wired for sight or without * 

ose. 





San Antonio—Newcomers to the 
staff of KEYL-TV here include 
Larry Shelton and Bill Kelly on 
sales and Bill Michaels, as floor 
manager. Shelton was formerly 
with local Westinghouse Sales. 
Kelly was senior salesman with 
KTSA here, while Michaels is a 
grad of Trinity U. here. 





It’s evident that | 


| unfortunately isn’t transmitted to 

the audience. The antics seem to 
be fairly puerile and there isn’t 
much mental substance to the pro- 
ceedings to excite any frenzy. 
isn’t enough of a zany 
| quality nor a sufficient amount of 
|cleverness in dreaming up the 
| Various tricks to make this a top- 
| rater. 

There’s some fairish production 
|on the show with Blaine providing 
| the vocals. 
| Probably the strongest part of 
| the show is the tie-in between the 
| home and studio audiences. Much 





| but “Hold That Camera” isn’t the 
| vehicle. Jose. 


GENERALLY SPEAKING 

With Marvin Alisky, Lt. Gen. Le- 
Roy Lutes, Lt. Gen. Charles Hall, 
Naval Captain E. M. Waldron 

Producers: Mort Dank, Alisky 

Director: Harriette C. Robb 

30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m., CST 

KEYL, San Antonio 


San Antonio is surrounded by 
Army and Air Forces bases and is 
the home of many retired officers. 
KEYL has invited a group of of- 
ficers each week to participate in 
a panel discussion to give back- 
ground on the fighting in Korea, 
the global problems of Uncle Sam 
in combating Communism, and 
the mobilization here at home. It 
appropriately calls the forum 
“Generally Speaking.” 

Lt. Gen. LeRoy Lutes is com- 
manding general of the entire 4th 
Army with headquarters here, 
which takes in Texas and adjoin- 
ing states. Lt. Gen. Charles Hall, 
retired, was wartime commander 
of the 11th Army Corps, and add- 
ing the Navy’s viewpoint is Naval 
Captain E. M. Waldron, who re- 
cently retired. 

Marvin Alisky is news editor 
for KEYL and serves as moderator 
for the group. He channels the 
speakers into the subject at hand 
and unobtrusively stays in the 
background, letting the _ partici- 
| pants, who are well versed in the 
background of the global conflict, 
take full charge. 

Good use is made of maps, show- 
ing the fighting fronts in Korea, 
and charts, which are dramatically 
introduced to give a full visual pic- 
ture as well as a verbal description 
of what’s going on. . 

Settings are simple and camera 
angles catch each speaker in prop- 
er sequence, to give complete cov- 
erage of what’s being said and 
pointed out on the maps and 
charts. Andy. 





PUBLIC INVITED 

With Roy Neal 

Producer: Neal 

15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 3:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WPTZ, Phila. 


Roy Neal has set up an afternoon 
segment which affords WPTZ an 
opportunity to take care of a lot 
of local agencies. The 3:15 p.m. 
spot: is plotted neatly because it 
follows the station’s popular daily 
film showing, and if the film runs 
overtime nothing is hurt. 

Program is presented: straight- 
forwardly, simple in format, with 
no television angles or sets. Neal 
sits in a chair and a guest, who is 
generally allotted one-third the 
program time, sits across from him, 
When the time limit draws near. 
Neal asks for a summation which 
eases the visitor out gracefully. 

Neal, who is WPTZ news editor, 
has a good interview style and 
knows his way around a subject. 
Pleasant manner puts the guest at 
ease and makes a good public rela- 
tions spot for the station, while 
also fulfilling its public service 
obligations. Program is a catchall 
and a natural for pressagents, 
causes, women’s organizations, etc., 
and should attract wide interest in 
an afternoon audience, Gagh, 





Format has an individual on the | 


to develop that idea, | 


GARROWAY AT LARGE 
With Dave Garroway, 
Russell, Jack Haskell, 
Chapel, Cliff Norton, 
Russell & Aura Vainie, The 
Songsmiths; Joseph Gallichio 
and orch 


Producer: Ted Mills 
Director: Bill Hobin 

Writer: Charlie Andrews 
30 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. CDT 
CONGOLEUM NAIRN 
NBC, from Chicago 


(McCann-Erickson) 

With the tele lanes this season 
packed with high-powered enter- 
tainment, this low-pressure show 
looms even brighter this frame as 
a diverting change-of-pace offer- 
ing. Basic musical-variety ingre- 
dients are used, but they’re given 
'a seemingly strainless treatment 
|and are targeted directly at the 
home viewers for pleasant, dis- 
tinctive results. 


On post-hiatus session (27), 
emcee Dave Garroway ambled 
around the studio in his charac- 
teristically informal manner that 
projects a lot of intimate friend- 
liness. Blended smoothly into the 
segment with clever camera lead 
in devices was the strong support- 
ing cast. 

Musical portion was opened 
brightly by Bette Chapel chirping 
“May I Take Two Giant Steps?’ 
with the Songsmiths, newly added 
male quartet, coming in for an 
able assist. Baritone Jack Haskell 
took over with a fine job on “I 
Concentrate On You.” Jimmy 
Russell and <Auro Vainio, new 
dance team, were pleasing in their 
brief introductory turn. Connie 
Russell, showcased by special light- 
ing and camera effects, fetchingly 
sold “Cloud Morning.” The 
whole gang finaled with produc- 
tion version of “Tzena, Tzena, 
Tzena.” Backing by Joseph Gal- 
lichio and orch was firstrate. 

As entire formula strives for 
subtle rather than sock impact, 
comic Cliff Norton’s routine as the 
do-gooder making a pitch for funds 
to set up an ammunition dump for 
juvenile delinquents was satirical 
and funny. 


Garroway’s commercials for the 
rug company sponsor were as 
effective as they were casual. Bill 
Hobin’s deft direction ran the in- 
tricately informal affair without a 
hitch. Dave. 


Connie 
Bette 
Jimmy 





THE DON OTIS SHOW 

With Otis, Jerry Gray orch, Herb 
Jeffries, Gordon Jenkins, Prince 
Mendez, Madelyn Russell, Jack 

* Marshall, Bob Crosby 

| Producer: Otis 

Director: Don Forbes 

60 Mins.; Tues., 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

KLAC-TV, Hollywood 


Don Otis kicked off his initial 
show from the Palladium ballroom 
displaying a hefty talent roster, 
which, strung together in vaude 
form, registered top entertainment. 


Layout suffered usual opening 
night remote jitters but overcame 
the minor troubles to score heavily. 
Otis picked up Motorola Television 
as a sponsor following the first 
show. 


Otis worked easily and smoothly 
as emcee, filling the bill in a 
straight-forward manner. The 
KLAC disk jockey has been han- 
dling the same program, in 30- 
minute form, from the studio, for 
the past year. Jerry Gray’s crew 
did a fine job of backstopping, con- 
sidering only half a day’s rehears- 
al. Orch’s band numbers are tops. 


Herb Jeffries opened the hour- 
long layout with three of his 
standard tunes garnering strong re- 
sponse. Jeffries handles himself 
smoothly and came across _well. 
Prince Mendez followed witb a 
pleasing round of sleight-of-hand 
routines. Ventriloquist skit was 
weak from a material standpoint 
and added patter also failed to hit 
its mark. Madelyn Russell went 
through her paces on two ballads 
and “Deed I Do.” Chirp displayed 
pleasing knowhow on “Deed” but 
was spotty on ballads. 


Though not in the comedy spot- 
light, Gordon Jenkins ran away 
with the honors. Pianist paradcd a 
pleasant flare for off-the-cuff hu- 
mor in his presentation of “My 
Foolish Heart” and “Bewitched.’ 
Jack Marshall’s comedy vocaling 
was also rewarding. Marshall har- 
monized vocally while puckering 
on the trombone and did it telling- 
ly. Bob Crosby warbled “I Don't 
Care If the Sun Don’t Shine” and 
followed with a little light patter 
that showed him off as a good bet 
for a video emcee spot of his own 
layout. 


Don Forbes’ camera direction, 
overall, was strong. Though he had 
trouble at times keeping up with 
the band, director otherwise stayed 
with the action and moved his 





camera deftly, Lighting on initialer 
was bad, Free. 
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MOHAWK SHOWROOM . 

With Roberta Quinlan, Chieftains | 
(3), Harry Clark trio; Robert 
Alda, guest; Bob Stanton, an- 
nouncer 

Producer: George R. Nelson 

Directors: Doug Rodgers, Clark 

Jones 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
MOHAWK CARPETS 
NBC-TV, from N.Y. 

(George R. Nelson) 

Roberta Quinlan’s . “Mohawk 
Showroom” returned to” NBC-TV 
Monday night (28), after its sum- 
mer hiatus, with evidence that it’s | 
to get considerably more produc- 
tion backing than it had last year. 
And, judging from the preem, 
that’s all to the good. In addition 
to adding the Chieftains, a male 
vocal trio, to the permanent cast, 
the bankroller is also apparently 
shelling out for more ambitious | 
sets. As a result, Miss Quinlan | 
gets a chance to move around the | 
studio more, instead of being an-| 
chored to her piano as she has 
been in the past. 

Petite blonde did her usual fine 
job on the new season’s preem, 
registering strongly with her per- 
sonality and tunes. She and an-| 
nouncer Bob Stanton teamed on 
some special lyrics to welcome | 
back the show and then she scored | 
with “I Wanna Be Loved,” backed | 
by the trio. Guest Robert Alda, 
after getting in several plugs for 
his old and new pictures, did an | 
okay vocalizing job on “I Don’t | 
Know Why” and teamed with Miss | 
Quilan in a clever rendition of | 
*Blind Date,” which included pre- | 
recorded “asides.” 
trio backed the vocalists capably. | 





| 
| 


Stanton did his usual relaxed 
selling pitch for the sponsor's prod- | 
uct. Show is also using that, 
“Carpets from the looms of 
Mohawk” theme, which caught on | 
nicely last season as an identifier. | 

Stal. | 





| 
ANIMAL CLINIC 
With Dr. Wesley A. Young, Oscar 

Franzen, Don Driscoll 
Producer: Gail Compton 
Director: Anthony Rizzo 
30 Mins., Sat.; 11 a.m. 

Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from Chicago 

Situated in a veterinarian’s of- 
fice, “Animal Clinic’’ has enough | 
on the ball to please both adult 
and kiddie viewers who harbor 
pets at home. Show serves as a 
healthy information piece on the 
training and care of animals. Hold- 
ing down the medicine-man chores 
on the broadcast is Dr. Wesley A. 
Young, whose work before the) 
cameras is executed naturally and | 
efficiently. During the run of the | 
show, Dr. Young takes care of the | 
needs of a few animals brought | 
into him for medication and also 
answers questions sent in by pro- 
gram’s followers. 

Show also devotes a portion of 
the proceedings to instructions in 
teaching dogs obedience. This seg- 
ment is handled by canine trainer 
Oscar Franzen. Supposedly spot- 
lighted for comic relief, Don Car- 
roll, portraying a general handy- 
man, doesn’t fare too well in the 
laugh department. Adding to the 
authenticity of the program, a 
nurse, decked out in a standard 
uniform, helps the doctor with his 
various assignments. 

On program caught Saturday 
(26), the doctor, among other 
things, took care of a canary that 
was having trouble grasping on to 
the swing in its cage. Doctoring 
consisted solely of- clipping the 
bird’s nails, which proved to be a 
delicate task. He also offered some 
valuable suggestions to a listener 
whose cat had sunk its feet in some 
lime. Gros. 


CINCINNATI AT SUNSET 

With Ann Ryan, Corky Robbins, 
Gene Griffin, Bob Shreve, Bettie 
Clooney, Bill Thall, Bob Hamil- 
ton Trio, Joe Lugar orch (13) 

Producers: Bob Gilbert, Charles 
Vaughan 

30 Mins., Tues. (15), 8 p.m. 

WLW-T, Cincinnati : 
This was the first of two special | 

shows by Crosley’s WLW-T for | 











| performance, 


S. S. HOLIDAY 

With Phil Hanna, Holly Harris, 
Marga, Ralph Stantley, Reginald 
Beane, Minnie Jo Curtis 

Producer: Bob Loewi 

Stager: Dick Rose 

Director: Barnaby Smith 

30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

DUMONT, from N. Y. 


_ With the same. cast and produc- 
tion crew that is associated with 
the hour-long “Starlit Time,” Du- 
Mont’s new “S. S. Holiday” show 
is in reality only a half-hour cap- 
sule version of “Time.” Show was 
reportedly cut to 30 minutes to pro- 
vide a showcase period for the re- 
maining half-hour for “Hold That 
Camera,” another new DuMont 
show which teed off Sunday night 
(27). “Camera” is to be moved into 
DuMont’s new Friday night lineup 
in a couple of weeks, at which 
time “Holiday” will be dropped in 
favor of the full-hour “Time.” 
Judging from 
the show 


decided amateurish taint. It’s ba- 


sically a variety program, with the | 


pleasure boat motif tossed in only 
as a gadget with which to stage 


| the acts. There was nothing either 
iin the dialog or the acts them- 


selves however, to tie in with the 
boat atmosphere. In addition, the 
performers stumbled through their 
lines, making it evident they hac 
been-told the general idea of the 
show without having any actual 
script to follow. From a production 
viewpoint, the cameras for some 
reason were dissolved slowly from 


Harry Clark | Scene to scene instead of being | 


ih) 


cut,” which served only to slow 
the program's pace to a walk. 
Talent, for what it couid do, was 
adequate. Phil Hanna and Holly 
Harris sold their songs pleasantly 
and Marga, a Latino chanteuse, did 
okay with her single effort. Regin- 
ald Beane provided-a couple of 
piano-vocal interludes, while Ralph 
Stantley and Minnie Jo Curtis 
were on hand for comedy relief. 


WILLIE THE WORM 

With Warren Wright 
Director-producer-writer: Wright 
30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WCAU-TV, Phila. 


“Willie the Worm” is an idea of 
Charles Vanda, v.p. in charge of 
television at WCAU-TV. As work- 
ed up by staffer: Warren Wright, 
the show shapes up as Grade A 
moppet, fare. Program features a 
worm puppet which relates serial- 
ized animal stories. To test audi- 
ence pull, program shows drawings 


sent in by youngsters about various | 


activives Of Willie, as well as | “Un Bel Di” from Puccini’s “Mad- | 


suggestions for unique ties, which 
the puppet wears. hree film car- 
toons break up “Willie’s” appear- 
ances on the video screen. 
Wright, who also directs Snellen- 
burg’s hour-long “TV Jamboree,” 


i|does the voice and the puppet 


manipulations. He has a pleasant, 
informal and seemingly extempo- 
raneous manner, &nd avoids the 
irritating loud gags sometimes 
found on children’s programs. 


The worm puppet occupies most 
of the screen with tall grass as a 
background. Cleverly 
the puppet manages by its move- 
ments to hold visual attention 
while it tells the stories. Wright's 
voice is the compelling behind- 
scenes factor. Since its inception 
two months ago, ‘Willie’ has 
caught on and outrates “Howdy 
Doody” locally, according to the 
figures from the American Re- 
search Bureau. Recently the sta- 
tion postponed the program be- 
cause of a lengthy United Nations 
telecast, and the switchboard was 
swamped with complaints. Strictly 
for juves, its adult appeal is slight, 
but oldsters forced to attend a 
program with their toddlers won't 
find it hard to take. Gagh. ~ 


LET’S HAVE FUN 





With Hank Grant, emcee; Elaine 


Neblett, Bill Savage, Julian 
Stockdale and All Americans 
Director: Bill Taylor 
60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11 a.m. 
GOLDBLATTS 
WBKB, Chicago 


Sunday night’s | 
carried a} 


contrived, | 

















NBC-TV feeding and Cincy’s first 
origination for a major TV net- | 
work. Title, “Cincinnati at Sun- | 
set,” was followed by slides and 
films of scenic landmarks without 
any attempt to portray historical 
and traditional aspects. Program 


First tele Venture by this major 
Chi department store isn’t off to 
a very auspicious start. Show is a 
casually-produced mixture of mu- 
sic, quizzes and stunts that adds 
up to only fair entertainment. 
permitted showcasing of some cur-| Because the series seems un-| 
rent members of the Crosley staff | likely to create much audience en- 
which over the years has been 4a | thusiasm, it'll hardly provide the 
springboard for many of the pres-| retailing sponsor with a fair test 
ent radio bigtimers. | of video’s in-home selling potency. 

Bright and dull spots appeared| Entire cast, on show caught (23), 
in the No. 1 “Sunset” edition,! seemed as new to TV as the bank- 
which did not measure up to the | roller. Technical handling of re- 
Station’s standard for regular vari-| mote, which is done from store's 
ety fare. Opening five-minute spot | own studio, was below par. The 
by the Bob Hamilton Trio, an in-| most noticeable improvisation was 
terpretative dance act imported the lack of an overhead mike. 
from the Lookout House, nearby | Emcee Hank Grant worked the en-, 
Kentucky night spot, was slow.| tire segment with a hand mike, | 
Standout numbers were Ann Ryan’s | while the singers did their chirp- 
“Black Coffee,” with her usual | ing from behind a standup mike. 
high class dramatics, and “Bam- | Commercials for the co-op prod-, 
boo” by Gene Griffin, baritone. ucts were well-spaced and ably de- 

Koll. |livered by John Dunham. Dave, | 





} 


Tele Followup 











NBC-TV’s ‘Masterpiece Play- 
house” series presented a good, 
workmanlike adaptation of Shakes- 
peare’s “Othello” Sunday night 
(27), but the morbid drama was 
enacted a trifle too flamboyantly 
and too much in one key for best 
results. While producer Fred Coe 
utilized a unit set for the produc- 
tion, which made it possible for 
the cameras to operate from the 
center of the action, he seldom 
succeeded in establishing the rap- 
port with viewers which has been 
achieved with other Shakespearean 
plays on video. The audience, in 
other words, was seldom drawn 
into the action. 

Stephan de Baun scripted the 
play for the video presentation, 
and succeeded in retaining the 
most dramatic segments 
providing a smooth 
Toren Thatcher played the tortur- 
ed Moor and, while his gestures 





| his characterization extremely be- 
|lievable. Alfred Ryder, on the 
| other hand, underplayed his por- 
| trayal of Iago and, as result, scored 
with much greater impact. Olive 
Deering was fine as Desdemona. 
The scene in which she fought 
|against Othello’s attempt to 
| strangle her was vividly presented. 
| George Keene made a good Cassio, 
tand John Seymour, Muriel Hut- 
|chinson and Al Sheean registered 
| in supporting roles. 
| Cast and cameras were reined 
deftly by Delbert Mann, and 
| Donald Pike turned in a perfeet 
| assist as technical director. Coe’s 
| production mountings were stand- 
| out, including the neatly functicnal 
| sets designed by Otis Riggs and a 
| special score composed and con- 
| ducted by Harry Sosnik. 





Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town” missed fire Sunday night 
(27) via CBS-TV mainly because of 
a lack of standout acts, and b 
cause the show closed with a 
straight novelty turn which not 
only has been seen before on TV 
but which lacked the strength to 
| hold down the curtain spot. Pro- 
| gram spotted such name talent as 
| Vincent Lopez, the Berry 
and Metopera soprano Eleanor 
Steber, but none of them carried 
{the necessary punch which Sulli- 
| van has usually managed to get in 
|one act each week. 


Miss Steber did a fine job on 





|}ame Butterfly,” coming back later 
|in the show to strum a guitar for 
|an American folk-tune. Lopez 
; scored with a couple of his fast- 


while | 
continuity. | 


| were a bit too accentuated for TV’s | 
| requirements, he nonetheless made | 


| 
|SMILIN’ ED McCONNELL 
| Producer-director: Frank Ferrin 
Writers: Hobart Donovan, Dick 
| Miller 
| 30 Mins.; alternate Sats., 6:30 p.m. 
BROWN SHOE Co. 
NBC-TV, from New York 

(Leo Burnett) 

Smilin’ Ed McConneil, whose 
AM show is heard on Saturday 
mornings, launched a televersion | 
on alternate weeks Saturday (26). | 
It’s a vidpic production complete- 
ly, which is required by the nature 
af McConnell’s characters, Froggy 
the Gremlin, Midnight the Tabby 
Cat, Squeaky the Mouse and Old 
Grandie, the Talking Piano. The 
animals, who came on only brief- 


THE NEWS AND ITS MEANING 
With John Daly; Bill Hamilton, an- 
nouncer; Maj. George Fielding 

Eliot, guest 
Director: Ted Marvel 
15 Mins.; Sun., 10 p.m. 

B. F. GOODRICH CO. 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(BBD&O ) 

Intended only as a five-week 
filler until Goodrich’s ‘Celebrity 
Time” resumes telecasting, the ini- 
tial segment of this 15-minute re- 
view of the week’s news and spot 
developments showed enough 
strength to merit continuation as a 
permanent feature. 

John Daly got an astonishing 
amount and variety of information 
into the short time allotted him. He 





ly at the end of the show, are 
animated by stop-motion and other | 
techniques and are the kind that | 
should please the young set. | 
Squeaky’s working a music box 
and Midnight’s playing the bass | 
fiddle come off as good juvenile | 
fantasy. 

Bulk of the show was taken up/ 
| by a filmed adventure story, with 
|Ghanga the elephant boy as cen-| 
tral figure. It was a transparent 
yarn, dealing with an evil gardener 
who knocked out the kid, stole a 
| ruby he was carrying and left him 
|to a man-eating tigress. Elephant 
| saved the youth, who then brought 
{the thief to justice. Production 
| showed evidence of a low budget 
| via avoidance of actual fighting | 
|scenes, etc. But for the moppet | 








| audience it may appeal. 
McConnell registers as somewhat | 


| 


| condescending. Commercials were | 
| strongly pitched, asking the young- | 
sters to weas’ Buster Brown shoes | 
back to school. The Buster Brown | 
; trademark, in which Buster and his |! 
| dog come to life, should click with | 


| the kids. 
| _—— 
| THAT McMAHON’S HERE AGAIN 

| With Ed McMahon, Dave Stephens | 

Quartet, the Veivetones, Richard 

Caulk, Natalie Nevins, Marge | 

Holban 
| Producer-director: Alan Bergman | 
| Writers: McMahon, Bergman 
| 30 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
| WCAU-TV, Phila. 

“That McMahon’s Here Again” | 
was presented as a one-shot in| 
WCAU-TV’'s series “Do You Like | 
This?” which is aimed at selecting | 
fall programs. The McMahon show | 


Bril. | 


Bros, | (21) has a song and dance format. | writer: 


Instead of the emcee device, Ed | 
McMahon acted as a travel agent | 





be cue the sets—the Netherlands, | 


Mexico, a fantasy world and Lon- 
|don’s Soho. Songs were obvious 
i choices such as “Wilhelmina,” “‘La 
| Cucaracha,” “A Little Bit of Heav- 
'en” and “Limehouse Blues.” 


opened the show with spot war 
news, using some excellent maps. 
Then he gave a review of the 
week’s news, using newsreel shots 
and stills. He interviewed the 
weekly guest, this time Maj. George 
Fielding Eliot, on whether air 
power alone can win a war. He 
closed with hints of developments 
to watch during the coming week. 
And managed to find time for a 


| commercial too. 


General tone of the show is au- 
thoritative. Daly delivers his news 
and analysis tersely and concisely. 
Newsreels are cut for essentials 
only, and stills bearing only on 
newsy topics are shown. Purpose 
of all pictures is not simply to show 
a scene, but to implement the 
spoken word. 

Commentator’s interview with 
Eliot was quiek and to the point, 
yet got all necessary opinions and 
information. It was a fine job of 
interviewing. Preview of news to 
come was specific, not vague. 

There wasn't too much for the 
cameras to do, since a good part of 
the show was newsreel and stills, 
a they did catch Daly and Eliot 
W 


In line with Goodrich’s intention 
of publicizing the rubber situation 
in the present crisis, announcer 
Bill Hamilton did an excellent job 
with a documentary commercial 
showing development and present 
condition of the synthetic rubber 
industry and supply in the country, 

Chan, 


THE REAL McKAY 

With Jim McKay, Mac 
Ellen Parker; guests 

Producer: Jack Lescouli 

Director: Rod Mitchell 

Frank Moriarity 

90 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.; 2:30 p.m, 

Sustaining 

WCBS-TYV, from N. Y. 

| As its initial regularly-scheduled 

|early afternoon program, WCBS- 

TV, local CBS outlet, bowed last 

| weeke with “The Real McKay.” 


Perrin, 


. ' Program, running 90-minutes daily, 
| Richard Caulk and Natalie Nev-!has an adult and casual manner 


the boy and girl 


| ins, 
both 


vocalists, | 
|showed up nicely, 


vocally | 


that should find favor with after- 
noon viewers. Made up of tunes 


| tempoed piano solos, but went into | and visually. The Velvetones, who! and conversation, show sports a 


{too long a chat with Sullivan in 
| explaining how he first broke into 
| show biz. Berry Bros, flashed little 
| of their usual terping talent, con- 
fining their work mostly to work- 
ing out individually rather than in 
unison. Tom and Jerry impressed 
with some dazzling acro work on 
the parallel bars, and Allen and 
Blanche Lund registered solidly 
with their brace of terp routines. 

Comic Henny Nadell drew plenty 
of yocks from the studio audience 
with his routine on a nervous 
draftee, but that skit too has been 
seen too often before on TY. Finale 
had Lenny and Margie Ross in a 
bag-punching exhibition, which 





|might be good vaude but wasn’t | 


good vaudeo, especially in the im- 
| portant closing spot. For stage 
| dressing, Sullivan brought sports- 
caster Mel Allen up from the studio 
audience for a bow, following 
Allen’s “Day” earlier in the after- 
noon at Yankee Stadium, N. Y. 





First half of the “Paul White- 
man TV Teen Club” on ABC-TV 
Saturdays, at 
picked up by the American Dairy 
Assn. It has good ¥ pn ypone~ for 
selling the under-20 set on drink- 
ing milk in lieu of soda pop. Slo- 


’ 


milk,” comes over nicely and was 
given a strong pitch via’‘one pro- 
duction number. In this a vocal 
uintet of four girls and a boy sang 
the saga of “Home-Run Harry” 


who went into a slump, from which | 


he emerged by taking the milk 


cure. Segment was amusingly done. 

The half-hour is hypoed by a tal- 
ent contest in which the young per- 
formers compete for Philco radio 
and tele sets. As is to be expected, 
level of performance runs the 
gamut from good to indifferent, but 
there’s a variety of acts and most 
of them are exuberant. 


age daughter Nancy helps make it 
the kids’ own show. 





Edith Fellows is star of a 15- 
minute film made by World Video 


titled ‘“‘Beauty and the Bistro.” Pic 


concerns an American girl who 
wanders alone into a Parisian 
Apache cafe, 


| WOR-TV, New York 
8 p.m., has been | 


gan, “for the lift that lasts, drink | vewsreel 


| reporting 
| Wingate’s commentary is generally 


Whiteman | 


makes a topflight host and his teen- | °°, 
' drives. 


‘have been working clubs, were | 
more finished and _ professional | 
and clicked on two numbers. 
Dave Stephens, the pianist who 
leads the WCAU - TV band, gave 
solid back to the chirpers with his 
artet. Obvious weak spots were 
the tapdancing bits. , 
Lighting and camera work were 
interesting, using fadeouts to ef- 
fect act changes, but the sets were 
noticeably skimpy and a tipoff to 
the sustainer budget. McMahon is 
one of the tireless workers on the 
WCAU-TV staff and always can be 
counted on to come with another 
idea. In the present quickie, the 
idea was okay but its working out 
needed more originality and elab- 
oration. Gagh. 


TODAY—NEWS AND SPORTS. 

| With John Wingate, Kevin Kennedy 

Director: Roy Meredith 

15 Mins.; Wed., 8:45 p.m.; Thurs.- 
Sat., 8:30 p.m. 

Participating 





Format of this 15-minute news 
segment is an interesting one. 
Program is departmentalized into 
war news, Washington news, local 
bulletins and sports. Each segment 
is introduced by a short trailer, 
style. Departmentaliza- 
tion serves a number of good pur- 
poses — clarifying the news, pre- 
venting show from becoming static 
and giving good visual effect. 

John Wingate handles all but 
sports news, with Kevin Kennedy 
sports results. briefly. 








okay, but he could tighten his 
script a bit. Since he doesn’t ana- 
lyze, crisper and terser presenta- 
tion is called for. Wingate’s work 
with maps in war news department 
is excellent, with newscaster draw- 
ing in lines on the near-blank map 
to show troop concentration and) 
Voice and appearance are 


pleasant. 

Camera work isn’t up to par. At 
one point on show caught, Ken- 
/nedy turned the show over to Win- 


gate, but camera stayed on Ken-, 
nedy for a moment, and latter had | 


to force a silly smile. Maps and 
scoreboard are nicely constructed 
land easily readable. Chan. 


homey atmosphere that makes for 
relaxed and pleasant viewing. 


Adding most to show's effective- 
ness are the contributions made by 
its three regulars. These are Jim 
McKay, around whom the program 
is built; Mac Perrin, singer-pianist, 
and Ellen’ Parker, songstress. 
Latter, however, should taper off 
on responding to all lines as though 
they were yock material. McKay, 
the central character in this mid- 
day series, displays a pleasing per- 
sonality. Perrin, whose keyboard 
work is tops, also demonstrates an 
ease that puts him alongside of 
McKay in the personality depart- 
ment. Miss Parker, except for her 
excessive tendency towards laugh- 
ter, makes a nice appearance and 
rounds out the trio in tasteful 
fashion. 

Localed on the porch of McKay’s 
home, program sustains a friendly 
mood throughout. Format has vari- 
ous guests dropping in to chat with 
McKay. These talks usually turn 
out to bc interviews, with-the host 
offering intelligent questions that 
promote solid answers. Besides 
confabbing with the guests, McKay, 
Perrin and Miss Parker discuss 
various subjects among themselves 
which make for light and breezy 
conversation. Another segment of 


|the show which came over nicely 


was the reading of suggestions sent 


{in by the listeners and bringing 


these forth for discussion. 

About 10 musical numbers were 
offered on show caught Thursday 
(24). These included solo rendi- 
tions by McKay, Perrin and Miss 


| Parker, McKay displays a folksy 


manner in his singing, while Perrin 
vocals as well as plays the piano 
in neat style. Miss Parker also 
comes though capably in the chirp 
department. Gros. 





Dallas — Martin B. Campbell, 
general manager of WFAA-TY, an- 


/nounced that the outlet will tele- 


cast six high-school football games 
| this season, with the opener set for 
Set. 16. All games will be tele- 
vised from Dal-Hi Stadium. George 
White, sportswriter and commenta- 
tor, and Carl Mann, WFAA-TV 
sport announcer, will describe the 
| contests. 
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AIRMAIL 


In a recent Collier’s article, John Crosby noted the 





significant fact that Mutual gets more than twice as many 
letters a year as the oldest network in the business. 
A lot of people, including our Mister Plus, consider this 


a good, tangible measure of Mutual response-ability. 
And now comes another mountain of proof...sky high. 


During four recent weeks, one Mutual program drew 
2,511,062 pieces of mail. That’s right: two million, 


five hundred and eleven thousand, sixty-two! 


The give-away? None. The inducement? Plain altruism. 


The whole story? Simply this: 


“Ladies’ Fair’ is broadcast over Mutual coast to coast 
on weekdays, 2-2:30 p. m., NYT. Tom Moore, as host, 
adds a fresh fillip to the traditional housewife-participation 
by offering each day’s quiz winner a choice 


of ten balloons to pop, with various prizes inside, 


For four weeks in June, Moore invited listeners 
(just once during each broadcast) to nominate friends 
names for inclusion in the balloon-popping and a 
crack at duplicate prizes. Listeners themselves got 
nothing more than a glow at naming a possible 


winner-- but two and a half million of them responded. 


That's how Mutual delivers the mail... by air. 


A radio program which can draw more than two and a 
half million pieces of mail in four weeks, can 


surely help sell your product, too! 


Why not write us a letter for details... today? 














The Mutual Broadcasting System, 1440 Broadway, New York 18, N.Y. 
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roadcasters Irked 


Programs Sliced as Budget Runs Out 


at UN Radio; 





Some broadcasters are griping at 


United Nations Radio, which this | 
month is cutting down its expen- | 
ditures for feature stanzas on the 
international organization. The | 
kilowatters feel that now, when) 
interest in the UN is at its peak, | 
more rather than less coin should | 
be spent on explaining UN activi | 
ties. 

According to UN Radio chief 
Peter Aylen, the curtailment of UN 
feature programs was planned last 
rear as a means of stretching the 
ae ny Because UN gets all the 
straight news coverage it can han- 
die during .fall meetings of the 
General Assembly, it was felt, the 
coin for feature shows would best 
be concentrated in the generally 
less eventful January-July months. 

However, some feature airers are 
being continued, as planned. “UN 
Story,” 15-minute dramatic tran- 
scriber, is still available, and the 
daily “UN Today” roundup is being 
used by about 160 stations. The 
weekly “Memo From Lake Suc- 
cess,’ which is beamed via CBS, | 
will also be heard. Funds for that 
are available because the UN took 
the show off for the summer sea- 
son. 

The webs, meanwhile, feel that 
they should get additional support 
from UN through the cost-sharing | 
on feature programs which explain | 
and interpret UN events, particu- 
larly since they believe UN actions 
need further elaboration in the 
current international _ situation. 
Nets say they’ve spent time and 
money covering the UN news, and 
shou!d get the aid in return. 

UN is continuing its overseas 
broadcast activities, webs say, and 
should back up broadcasting in the 
U.S. The ‘international organiza- 
tion, however, explains that it has 
a specific directive to provide 
some service to all member na-| 
tions, particularly to the smaller 
countries with less developed com- | 
munications networks. | 


‘PRESS’ PACKAGERS SUE 
MUTUAL FOR $1,250,00 





| Series 


WSM SETS TV CARNIVAL 
TO PREP FOR VIDEO BOW 


Nashville, Aug. 29. 


Radio station WSM here, which 
is scheduled to formally open its 


| television outlet WSM-TV around 


Oct. 1, may tee off its video opera- 
tion Sept. 30 with a telecast of the 
Notre Dame-North Carolina foot- 
ball game. Station, currently cele- 
brating its 25th anni, marked the 
addition of TV to its operation with 


a five-day Television Carnival, 
which began Aug. 13. Despite 
heavy rain the first three days, 


project drew a total attendance of 


approximately 112,000. | 


More than 20 continuous hours 


of video entertainment was offered | 


Neal as WERE G.M. 


Cleveland, Aug. 29. 


Bob Neal, program director of 
WERE, is taking over assignment 


of general manager of station 
owned by Ray T. Miller. Once an 


opera singer who turned to radio. 


about five years ago, Neil will con- 
tinue to be studio’s ports director 
/in addition to personally announc- 
.ing the Cleveland Browns’ football 
games and other major events. 

This year WERE will broadcast 
play-by-play descriptions of the 
Cleveland Barons’ hockey games at 
‘Bud Rand’s Arena here. 


Navy Operating 
Own TY Station 








Memphis, Aug. 29. 
The Millington Naval Air Sta- 
tion, located about 18 miles from 
downtown Memphis, is now operat- 


by WSM-TV during the carnival,/ing a full-fledged TV station for its 


which ran from 4 p. m. to 10:30! 


p. m. on the opening day and from | 
7 p. m. to 10:30 p. m. the remain- | 
ing four days. A 64-page tele sec- | 
tion was issued by the Nashville | 
Tennessean on the opening day of 
the carnival. 


WLW-T Raiding WCPO-TV 
Talent; Rassle Hassle | 
Hypoes Feeling in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Aug. 29. | 

Raiding by WLW-T of WCPO-TV 
talent has hypoed feeling between 
the two stations. 

Mel Martin, an announcer, is the 
latest of three WCPO-TV staffers 
signed by the Crosley station dur- 
ing the past fortnight. He had | 
been with Mort Watters” Scripps- | 
Howard operation for only several | 
days. Formerly in 





Chautauqua, | 
Martin started a full hour strip, | 


| “Breakfast With Mel,” on WLW-T | 


Monday (28). 
Jim Fair, emcee-announcer, who | 


on WCPO-TV 


Navy personnel. The Navy outlet 
uses the call letters Station 
(NQA) and telecasts on Channel 8. 
WMCT, Memphis’ TV outlet, tele- 
casts on Channel 4. 

For the time being the Navy TV 
station will telecast only on Tues- 
day nights between 6 and 9 and 
covers a range of about five to 
seven miles. ‘We hope to be on 
the air five nights a week,” station 
manager J. F. Stephens said, “and 
we also hope to have increased 
power so that our programs can be 
seen in Memphis.” 

The station was installed primar- 


State Dept. Warns Nations to Accept 
Int] Standard as Aid to World Web 





SAG Warns Actors On 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


Screen Actors Guild, still oper- 
ating separately from Television 
Authority in its dealings with tele- 
vision producers, warned its mem- 
bers this week to be wary of sign- 
ing any agreements with TV film 
producers which do not restrict use 
of the film to video specifically. 


+ Washington, Aug. 29, 

_ Television cannot achieve its mis- 
sion as a service for world-wide 
exchange of information, warns the 


TV-Limited Contracts state Dept. unless the nations ac- 


cept an international standard. 


“While agreement regarding in- 
‘ternational television standards 
|does not mean that an internation- 
}al television network will be pos- 
isible tomorrow or the next day,” 
'adds State, “it does mean that (1) 
icountries located geographically 
ladjacent to one another may ex- 
|change ‘live programs;’ (2) record- 





Some few indie producers, accord- | “s 
ing to the Guild, are signing actors ed television programs may be ex- 


to personal service contracts for changed internationally; (3) coun- 
vidfilms and the danger is present | ries may plan to establish a tele- 
if these producers are not signa-| Vision system with no fear that 
tories of SAG's basic contract. jthey will made obsolete in a 
ie S few years by a possible change in 
PE tg dM ng Pg on standards; and (4) eventually the 
e dream of an international televis- 


mented, “that the film is being . Pres . x 
made only for TV, there is nothing 0" network may be fulfilled. 
State points out these discrepan- 


to prevent such a film from being, . ‘ ° 
shown in theatres and elsewhere cies: U. S. uses 525 line pictures 











ily for training purposes with the 
bulk of the talent for shows and 
programs lifted right from gob 
ranks, Stephens pointed out. The 
major parts of the Navy TV outlet 
are “homemade,” he said. 


WBT Will Fight Order 


To Reinstate Nine Men 
Charlotte, Aug. 29. 
Objections of the Jefferson 





ture’s use to TV. If the producer frames; and France has 819 lines, 

| | of the International Radio Con- 
| per second, to be established in the 

For Station Letters ttais. 

bewoveal Lae cuied . S. might be forced to shift or 

ithe Yankee baseball broadcasts, !gap, a study is being made to de- 

cized station operation on our re- | be made compatible, so that tele- 


unless you insist on a special clause at the rate of 30 frames per sec- 
in the contract limiting the pic- ond; Britain uses 405 lines with 25 
| has signed the Guild’s basic con- | and 25 frames per second. 
| tract, the actor is protected.” | The International Study Group 
oata 'sultative Committee has set up a 
FCC Rules Called Rigid lstandard of 625 lines, 25 frames 
On Ball Game Break-In 'Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland, 
Austria, Sweden, Denmark and 
New York. | Thus, this may become the stand- 
| ard for most of Europe, and the 
U 
| 
| We sympathize with your criti-;find itself left out of worldwide 
| cism of WINS operations during | web. In an effort to narrow the 
especially your item in the Aug. 9 |termine whether the U. S. 525 lines 
issue of VARIETY. The item criti-| and the Continental 625 lines can 
quired periods of station identifi- 
cation, during a Yankee-Cleveland 


game when the station interrupted | 


jan inning-end recapitulation being 
|given by Mel Allen. : 


; rie ; | Section 3.187 of the FCC Rules | 
| conducted the “Meet the Ladies” | Standard Broadcasting Co. to the|and Regulations provides for an- | 
for eight | recommendations of trial examiner |nouncement at definite time, as you | 


months, now has a new “Girls Will | Alba B. Martin at Winston-Salem, | know. “In the case of variety show 


Be Girls” series cn WLW-T. Don | 


N. C., last Tuesday (22), that the 


|programs, baseball game _ broad- 


Martha Rountree and Lawrence, TV during its first year, also has /charged because of their union ac- | guration than 30 minutes, the iden- 


“Meet the 


Snivak, co-owners of 
(28) sued 


Press,” on Monday 


Gotham), alleging breach of con- | 


made the switch to WLW-T. 


| tivities, will be filed within 20 days, | tification announcement shall be 


Another development in the com- | according to Charles H. Crutehfield,| made within five minutes of the 
Mutual. WOR (N. Y.) and Crowell-| petitive wrangle between the two vice-president and manager of the |hour and of the times specified 
Collfer (which backs “Reporters | Stations has WLW-T taking over |company and general manager of elsewhere in this section.” 
Roundup” on MBS in Chicago and | Friday night local wrestling shows, | station WBT. | 


which it originally telecast, but | 


Examiner Martin found that the 


tract in the network’s cancellation | Which were diverted to WCPO-TV firm discharged George B. Patter- 


of “Press” and infringement of | 
their a “Roundup.” They | 
said their pact with MBS runs} 
through °52 and are asking an in-! 
junction, accounting and $1,250,000 
damages. 

The co-owners stated that they 
are going to urge the FCC to con- 


sider the question of program pro- | 


tection, presumably asking the 
Commission to consider claims of 
“plagiarism” when station licenses 
come up for rénewal. 

MBS reportedly canceled “Press,” 
a co-op show, because the pro- 
ducers put the television on NBC- 
TV, also as a co-op, which caused 
confusion when Mutual affiliates 
tried to sell the stanza. 


Purity Getting Behind. 





Purity Bakeries. through the Chi 
office of Young & Rubicam, will 
bankroll a five-minute weather 
show on WPIX, N. Y., which will 
be aired 14 times weekly. Show, 
tagged “The Weatherman,’: will be 
handled by Ray Knight and will 
originate from the rotunda of the 
Daily News Building twice daily at 
6:30 and 11 p.m., seven days a 
week. 

Sponsor pick; up the show Sept. 
10 after a two-week shakedown 
run. Deal is fu 52 weeks. 


KTTY Splits Team 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Team of Jack Wheeler and Jack 
Rourke, which has been holding 





Weather in WPIX Show 


for nearly a year. 


KTSL UPS SCHEDULE °: 
TO SIX DAYS WEEKLY 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Six-day-weekly schedule for Don 
‘Lee's KTSL goes into effect Sept. 
16 after a lengthy period of five- 





ton, Jr., S. J. Sullivan, Walter S. 
Hill, T. W. Perkins, Leonard Flow- 
ers, Robert R. Hilker, A. O. Rich- 
ardson, Allen W. Hingle and E. L. 
Stroupe for union activity, and said 
they should be offered reinstate- 
ment “without prejudice” and re- 
ceive back pay to Sept. 3, 1949. 





Order WGBS Reinstatement 
Miami, Aug. 29. 





days-a-week lensing. Outlet still re- 
|mains dark on Sundays. 
| New schedule calls for a six-day 
schedule for KTSL’s sign-on west- 
ern feature with the Saturday 
beaming followed by “Gigi and 
| Jock” series of 13 puppet pix 
\leased from Teevee Co. for $150 
per program. Station has rights 
to double running of package. 
Friday’s “Women Are Wonder- 
ful” program shifts to Saturday 
under the new setup, to be fol- 
lowed by a football film series 
tagged “Touchdown.” Station will 


sign off with a feature film after | 


, beaming “Famous Jury Trials” and 
“Inside Detective.” 


_ NAB’51 Sesh Set for Chi 


Washington, Aug. 29. 

The 1951 convention of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters will 
_be held at the Stevens hotel, in 
. Chicago, some time during next 
| April, according to Eugene 5S. 
Thomas, WOR-TV, New York, 
| chairman of the NAB board com- 
'mittee on convention sites and 
policy. 
| New York was second choice. 





Regional board examiner for the 
'NLRB disallowed the firing of two 
\local members from Miami's sta- 
‘tion WGBS (CBS), one of whom 
‘is Paul Kingsley, president of the 
‘local Guild, who, with William H. 
'Murphy, was allegedly discharged 
by the Fort Industry Co. affiliate 
on Jan. 5, 1949, for union activities. 

He recommended that the station 
“cease and desist in discouraging 
union activities among employees; 
desist from coercing employees 
against organizing for collective 
|bargaining; offer to Paul Kingsley 
and William H. Murphy full rein- 
statement without prejudice, and 
return any losses in pay lost after 
their discharge.” Fort Industry said 
it would appeal. 





Catholic Hour in Special 


Anti-Communism Series 
Wushington, Aug. 29, 

Special drama-documentary se- 

Ties on Communism, called “Oper- 


jation Survival,” will go out over 
NBC 6 to 6:30 p.m., EDT, during 





| A system of cues is necessary 
'whereby all stations participating 
|can comply with the FCC rules Re- 
|gardless of what action is taking 
| place in the field of play, a station 
identification must be made within 
ithe required time or period. If it 
‘is not done at the various stadia 
a switch back to the studio must 
be made for the “break.” 


Allen and Curt Gowdy have dur- 
ing the entire season with the help 





attempted to make these “breaks” 
;at the proper time. However, the 
|varying situations on the field of 
‘play, the excitement and tension 
that goes along with the game of 
| baseball, sometimes tends to make 
‘them focget the station’s responsi- 
ibility. Neither Allen, Gowdy nor 
| WINS have any intention of inter- 
|fering with the game in its play. 
‘However, it is a complicated situ- 
jation and occasionally an occur- 
‘rence such as the one cited hap- 


| pens. 
Joseph G. Besch, WINS 
Dir. of Public Relations. 


Liberty B’casting Plans 





Dallas, Aug. 29. 


The Liberty Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, Dallas-based national radio 





| web, will begin operating in all. 


| 48 states Oct. 2, according to Gor- 
'don McClendon, prez of the net- 
| work. 

Now listing 237 affiliates in 34 


of a production man on the scene | 


Full Coverage by Oct. 


ithe four September Sundays. It states, LBS will have at least 300 
'will be presented on the Catholic | When it goes nationwide, according 


Committee, in addition to Thomas, 

|consists of Harold Wheelahan, 
WSMB, New Orleans, and. James 
D. Shouse, WLW, Cincinnati. 


down the 10:30 p. m. to midnight 
slot on KTTV for the past year, 
has been split up by the station. 
Wheeler becomes — of “Holly- 
wood Studio Party,” formerly “Fun . . 
in the Sun” which will air from | ‘Witch’ to Fly Again 
Country Club hotel, and Rourke| “Witch’s Tale,” mysterioso which 
probably will bow with a 15-minute | was beamed for 10 years in the 
uiz layout. | 30s, has been auditioned by NBC. 
Former Wheeler-Rourke time, Creator Alonzo Dean Cole will 
spot goes to Bill Leyden, who has | script the Ed Wolf production. 
been playing disk jock to KTTV’s _Televersion will be auditioned 
“Soundies” program at 6 p.m. / next month. 








|Catholiec Men. 
| First, “Spectre Over Europe,” 
|will trace the development of 
Marxian philosophy up to the Rus- 
sian Revolution. Second, “The 
Giant Is Harnessed,” will show de- 
velopment of Communism in Rus- 
sia under Stalin. Third, “Now the 
World,” will show the international 
Spread, with the danger to the U.S. 
‘Last of the series, “Awake or Per- 
ish,” will explain what the indi- 
ividual can do about Communism. 


;casts could be made across the 
Atlantic. 





/AM-TV TALENT TO SPARK 
SYRACUSE STATE FAIR 


Syracuse, Aug. 29. 
Radio and TV personalities again 


| Meeks, an announcer on WCPO-/firm rehire certain employees dis- | casts or similar programs of longer will brighten the New York State 


| Fair, which opens an eight-day stay 
jhere Saturday (2), 

Vocalist Frances Langford wiil 
be spotlighted Saturday and Sun- 
iday nights at the horse show, with 
| Jessica Dragonette, air soprano, 
/carrying on Monday, Tuesday and 
| Wednesday nights. Gil Lamb, film 
|comic, will m.c, the shows. 

| On Thursday and Friday nights 
‘Eddy Arnold, “The Tennessee 
|'Plowboy,” his guitar and NBC ra- 
‘dio unit will be presented in the 
‘Coliseum. Entertainers include 
|Guy Willis and his Oklahoma 
Wranglers, Johnny Sullivan, Roy 
'Wiggins, Gabe Tucker and the 
|Sleepy Hollow Gang. 

| Windup attraction, Saturday, 
‘Sept. 9, is Milton Berle and a 
variety bill which will give two 
performances. 


New Hub Area Longhair 
Station Preems Sept. | 


Boston, Aug. 29. 


WXHR, a 5,000-watter in neigh- 
boring Woburn, operated by the 
Middlesex Broadcasting Corp., will 
attempt to corral the area’s classi- 
cal music fans when it inaugurates 
its new policy of broadcasting 
strictly longhair stuff Sept. 1. Sta- 
tion hopes to recoup the lost au- 
diences of WBMS, Hub _ indie, 
which scrapped its longhair format 
last spring when listener resist- 
/ance to commercials forced adver- 
,tisers to drop sponsorship of time, 
resulting in the station switching 
to an all-pop music format. 

WXHR has an unlimited FM Ji- 
| cense and present plans are for the 
| Station to operate from 5 p.m. to 
‘11 p.m., with afternoon broadcasts 
‘probable if listenership ‘warrants. 
Station execs figure the area has 
approximately 85,000 FM receivers, 








|Hour by the National Council of | to McClendon. McClendon intends | anq with over 400.000 video sets of 
| to open a news bureau in Washing- which an estimated 20% are 

ton and have three 15-minute | ; 4 1 ; 
| newscasts daily from th ital | umned with Fat tuning hencs, 
’ € capital. |the outlook for the project shapes 

_Ted Husing, sportscaster, has!up mildly successful. 

| signed a contract with LBS to John R. Thornton, formerly as- 
| broadcast Army football games. | sistant manager of WBMS, has 
| McClendon himself will do Louisi-| been appointed WXHR manager, 
| ana State U. broadcasts Saturday | and has promised longhairs a diet 
| night. Sundays, he plans to broad-| of classical and operatic fare “un- 
cast New York Yankee professional | interrupted, or faded, for a com- 
games. When the Yanks aren’t| mercial message.” Thornton be- 
i » Husing will air the New lieves the area has a large seg- 





e = 


York Giant’s contests. 


}ment of potential listeners. 
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JOHN NASHT’S 











HOLIDAY IN PARIS 








A, 


Starring 












TELEVISION’S FIRST 
FIRST MUSICAL 13 HALF HOURS 
EXTRAVAGANZA AVAILABLE 
ON FILM IMMEDIATELY 








Betis Meee! 





TRENET 









MONSEIGNEUR suzy 
VIOLINS a. 


COMPAGNONS DE LA CHANSON 


WITH 


Dorothy Allen, Stephen Garrett, Meredith Lang, Ted Laurie, Lido Bluebell Dancers, Rex Regent, 
Richard Vernon, Peter Walker, Lee Zimmer 





and ) 


THE STEP BROTHERS @e HUGH SHANNON e DANNY DAUBERSON 
and Many Other Variety Acts 


: Filmed against authentic backgrounds 
in Pigalle, Rue de la Paix, Monimarte, Champs Elysees, eic. 


, j ‘ Written by Mervin Dembling 
Produced and Directed by JOHN NASHT... Special 0 
Music and Lyrics b JACQUES METEHEN, Stephen ACC Films — TELEFILMS , 
y y NASHT PRODUCTIONS INC., ENTERPRISE 


Garrett, Eddie Constantine and EDWARD REDDING. 
ener aa SALES REPRESENTATIVES 


NASHT PRODECTIONS INC. | & WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Inc. 
1 East 53rd Street, New York City New York, Chicago, Beverly Hills, London 
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Tele Chatter 








New York 


Warren F. Redden, former film | 
director with Republic Aviation 
and with the U.S. Dept. of Agri- 
culture, named assistant to H. 


Grant Theis, chief of CBS’ film 
service operations. He replaces 
Thomas McAndrews, who resigned 
to join the Kenyon & Eckhardt 
agency .. . David Savage named 
advertising-publicity director of 
Official Films and will also act as 
exec assistant to sales manager 
Jack Stewart ... Mary Reid signed 
for a character role on CBS-TV's 
*“Detective’s Wife” Friday night 
(1)... Martin Ritt and Yul Bryn- 





ewmer assigned by CBS as producer 


and director, respectively, of the 
*“Amm_-i-dent Mystery Playhouse,” 
which tees off Sept. 19... Jack 
Pecler, prez of the F. G. Back 
Video Corp., and Dr. Frank G. 
Back, inventor of the Zoomar lens, 
junketing to Mexico City this week 
for the official opening of the 
c‘ty’s first TV station, XHTV ... 
R:uth Bean, home economist for- 
merly with the Kresge-Newark 
store, launchins her new half-hour 
show via WATV, Newark, entitled 
“Shop, Look and Cook” Labor Day 
(4). 

Red Benson, emcee of WOR-TV’s 
“What's Offered?,” has started the 
same show in Boston via WBZ-TV, 
commuting between N. Y. and the 
Hub ... Snag Werris due in from 
the Coast this week to head up the | 
writing staff for NBC’s Jack Carter 
show Larry Douglas, singer 
featured in the current Broadway 
production of “Where’s Charley.” | 
guesting Friday (1) on NBC's 
*“\fohawk Showroom” . . . Sheriff 
Bob Dixon of CBS-TV’s “Chuck 
Wagon” has inaugurated a chil- 
dren’s quiz feature on the show 
each Sunday... Jim Kovach, NBC 
radio’s program operations chief, | 
upped to position of operations 
coordinator of the TV production 
services department . . . Bob Rus- 
sell misses the second (Sept. 8) 
show of “Versatile Varieties,” on | 
~«NBC-TV, which resumes for the 
season Sept. 1 for Bonnie Maid. | 


Russell, emcee-headliner of the 
variety layout, will be emceeing 
for the 10th year the “Miss 


America” pageant in Atlantic City 
the week he’s off TV. 

Ann Sheridan in town for 
looksee at the TV situation... 
Rolly Bester will have the femme 


lead in the first anni program of | 


NBC-TV's “The Big Story,” Sept. 
15. 





Hollywood 


Al Fischler ankled his tradepa- 
per beat to become coordinator of 
daytime programming for KNBH. 

. Irving Starr formed his own 
video production firm and _ will 
package a satirical western serial 
starring the Ritz Bros., with Lou 
Breslow inked to write and direct. 
Producers Service Corp., headed bs 
Carl Swanstrom, completing con- 
struction on a new rental studio 
for tele producers. Bill Dix wii! 
manage the enterprise, and pair 
also is planning production of a 
series of western vidshorts featur 
ing two trained dogs. Gig 
Young starring in a series of 26 
“Robin Hood” telepix for United 
Television Artists under Bill Ash- 
er’s direction. ... KLAC-TV re- 
vamping entire sales staff in prep- 
aration for fall programming 
when, with baseball fadeout, one- 
third of the station’s schedule will 
have to be filled. 

KTTV leased 28 British mystery 
features for local television, deal 
carrying with it an option on na- 
tional video rights. .. . John Brais- 
lin signed for a regular Saturday 
night stint on KLAC-TV... . 
KTSL closed a deal to beam foot- 
age on five Notre Dame home 
games this year, each to be tele- 
cast three days after the game is 
played. . Mel Torme and Jon 
and Sondra Steele making telepix 
for Lou Snader’s telescription out- 
fit. . . . Don Otis show from the 
Palladium ballroom has been solid 
by KLAC-TV to Motorola for a 
solid 52 weeks at a flat $104,000 fee 
starting last night (Tues.). 


Chicago 
Bill Gargan, enroute to N.Y. to 
resume his “Martin Kane” ad- 
ventures on NBC-TV, stopped off 
here to pitch some new shows to 
Windy City sponsors and agencies 
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Had a show 
To put on the air 













tried 
Call or Write for 


Special Rate Card 
Today! 


idea 





He had it recorded 
We know not where 


He had it recorded 
We'll tell you where... 


You will sleep easily, too, once you've 


Service because it’s built around one 
. . . How to best solve your partic- 
ular Editing and Recording Problem. 









Had a show 
To put on the air 
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‘last week .. . Don MeNeill and 
‘crew whipped up second kine of 


their pending ABC tele show for, 


‘benefit of Philco execs . . . Stand- 


ard Oil tossing party for Wayne) 


King Thursday (31) when his pro- 
| gram returns for second season on 
split NBC-TV net for oil company. 
‘ Funnyman Cliff Norton re- 


a sumes his five-minute, cross-the- 


board quickie for American Family 
| Flakes on WNBQ Sept. 4... Teny 
Nuccio and Jean Connors, novelty 
| singing duo, grabbed off a week's 
engagement at the Chicago theatre 
'as winners of the “Admiral Talent 
| Hunt” WBXB . 


on . Holsum 


| Bakers, through W. E. Long agen-' 


cy, spotting second-run Gene Autry 
vidvix in four southern markets. 
Dan Petrie set to direct “Pan- 
handle Pete” when it bows on 
NBC -TV next month... Jim 
Moran (Courtesy Motors) renewed 
sponsorship of WENR-TV’'s Thurs- 
day nieht wrestling, through Mal- 


colm Howard agency Studs 
Terkel in N. Y. on biz. . Ed 
Skotch to direct “Paddy the Pell- 


can” which bows on ABC Sept. 11 
from Chi . . The Tates, dance 
team featured last season on 


NBC's “Garroway at Large,” are 
playing the hotel circuit this year. 
_.. Al Morgan’s Monday night Du- 
Mont beaming is bankrolied on 
WGN-TV by Fox Head “400” Beer, 
through Weiss & Geller... Peggy 
Taylor filling in for Joan Barton as 
thrush on WGN-TV during latter’s 
leave of absence ... Jim Shelby, 
McCann - Erickson Chi radio-tele 
chief, back after a Florida fishing | 
trip . Don Tennant’s puppet 
strip, “Hold 'Er Newt,”’ debuts on 
ABC-TV Sept. 11. 


Gillette vs. Pool 


' Continued from page 1 


{ 











j 

















rights, which would mean Gillette | 


would be able to recoup at least 
part of the $800,000 it is paying 
into the Big Leagues’ players fund. 

| That, it is said, is what makes it 
possible for Gillette to pay the sta- 
tions for their time. 

Decision against pooling the Se- 
| ries for TV stations this year was 
| reportedly made by Gillette and 
the Maxon agency, which handles 

its account, in a direct move to 
prevent any DuMont affiliate from 
getting the games. It was DuMont, 
with the backing of Chevrolet, 
which formed the bidding for 
| rights to the Series up to $800,000. 
Thus, while Gillette will not con- 


be firmly adverse to letting any 
DuMont station come in on the Se- 
| ries honors. 
Interesting side angle to the no- 
pool decision is the fact that many 
| of the stations which objected last 
| year to carrying the games for free 
| are willing to take them that way 
when the Series tees off in October. 
According to representatives 
| these stations, baseball fever is at 
| a higher pitch this year than ever 
| before and many of their viewers 
| will be expecting to see the much- 
| ly-publicized Series. In Philadel- 
| phia, especially, where the National 
| League Phillies have a chance to 
, take their first pennant since 1915, 
| each station would like to be fed 
| the games. As it is, however, the 
| assignment can go to one of them 
alone. 
Sitting in on the final decision 
| this week are Craig Smith, Gillette 
ad manager, who trained into N.Y. 





veepee Ed Wilhelm, and Paul 
| Jonas, representing Mutual, which 
| has a partial say in the decision 
| through its standing with the Big 
| Leagues. 











Snarl On 


Continued from page 22 
i schedule to the affiliate. That situ- 
_ation is marked in Boston, for ex- 












Audio & Video's Personalized 








ample. NBC has a primary affilia- 
tion pact with WBZ-TV and so is 
demanding that it get one of the 
two cable lines to Boston on a full- 
time basis. Other station, WNAC 
TV, is shared by ABC, CBS and 





DuMont, which are asking that 
time on the two lines be split four 
| ways. 


| 


|iron out the allocations is unoffi- 
‘| cial and functioned for the last two 
|years at the invitation of AT&T. 
|Committee this year has now 
|been permanently disbanded, which 
leaves it up to the phone company 
either to allocate the channels on 
its own or call in the FCC as ref- 
eree. Situation, incidentally, will 
never be completely solved until 
the Commissie:. lifts its ban on 
new TV station applications and 
the phone company is able to*equip 
enough cable facilities to service 
all four webs in all parts of the 
country. 





| Benny & Co. 


| another hillbilly 


firm this, the razor firm {is said to’ 


of | 


from Boston Monday (28); Maxon | 


Committee of network reps to! 


| 











Continued from page 23 


‘ence after a trial of several weeks, 
‘the web dropped it and returned 
ito slotting feature film oldies in 
ithe 8 to 9 period, on the assump- 
‘tion that films represented the 
‘least expensive method of pro- 


‘gramming. Only other network to 


attempt competing with Berle in, 
|the past has been DuMont, with ' 


‘its “Court of Current Issues.” Lat- 
ter program, however, is a public 
service-type slow and, while it 
'probably latched onto a number of 
viewers who might 
preciated the Berle comedy, it was 
never regarded as a threat to 
Berle’s rating 


NBC Figures 


| 








the first plus the others 
listed below, indic te how this pro- 
gram pattern will cul. from the 
wealth of RCA “family” talent 
pools—of which .iCA Victor re- 
cording artists are many. It will 
be charged off, in part, as a show- 
case and exploitation medium as 
well as the NBCU “defi” to CBS, 
Barry is due back 





Continued from page 19 = 





show, 


from his Hollywood talent huddles | 


right after Labor Day. 
Second Lineup 


The No*2 bill, headed by Marx, 
will include Phil Harris & Alice 
Faye, Fran Warren, Mario Lanza, 
Greer Garson & Walter Pidgeon, 
recording artist 
(there will be one each week), the 
Same two bands and choir. Berle’s 
and Hope’s shows haven't been set 
up as yet. 

The new pix and plays will key- 
note a showcase for Hollywood 
and/or Broadway new entries. 
Thus, Miss Hopper on the first bill, 
including her film chatter, wil!l key- 
note the new Laurence Olivier 
chore in Hollywood; the Garson- 
Pidgeon pitch on the second bill 
etc. Murvyn Vye's_ telephone 
scene from “Live Wire” is mulled 
as the likely kickoff legit excerpt. 

Besides the $30,C00 weekly talent 
nut, there will be an $8,000 produc- 
tion overhead. The underlying 
purpose is “to dramatize that NBC 
is still a show-wise network.” 

The program calls for 30 weeks, 
but there is an escape device at 
the 10-week mark if, for some rea- 
' son, the idea doesn’t jell. 





_ Texas Afternoon Airing 
Dallas, Aug. 29. 

| WFAA-TV begins mid-afternoon 
programming this week, taking to 
_the air with its first telecast at 
4:10 p.m. with “Pencil Previews,” 
| followed by a 15 minute newcast 
| with Don Morrow. 

WBAP-TV, Fort Worth, recently 
,also begam mid-afternoon pro- 
| gram signing on the air at 2:30 
p.m. and signing off at midnight. 


CBS Snares | | 


not have ap-| 


ee 


‘Two More Sponsors For 
| News Programs on ABC 


Increased commercial interest in 
| news is evident at ABC with Dol- 
'cin and Serutan backing shows. 

| Serutan is skedding John B. 
Kennedy cross-the-board in a 2:30 
| p.m. commentary. Dolcin, via Vic- 
| tor Van Der Linde, is taking over 
|the Tuesday and Thursday seg- 
ments of Edwin C. Hill’s five-min- 
ute 7 p.m. stint. 


FCC Decision 


Continued from page 23 


(CBS, RCA and Color Television, 
Inc.), and the report of the Con- 
'don Committee appointed 
Chairman Edwin C. Johnson 
Col.) of the Senate Commerce 
Committee make an indepen- 
dent study of the color situation. 

















by 
(D., 


to 


Recent!y Sen. Johnson addressed 
a letter to FCC Chairman Wayne 
Coy in which he emphasized the 
importance of “a clearcut defini- 
tive decision based on the rec- 
ord.” The Senator warned against 
pressure from industry influences 
to delay color because of the mili- 
tary emergency and pointed to 
various uses of color TV in military 
operations. 

Soon after the color decision, 
the Commission will begin its TV 
| allocation hearings to determine 
channel assignments to cities and 
towns in the VHF and UHF bands. 
Chairman Coy has expressed hope 
that the freeze can be lifted by 
the end of the year. 

Color Television, Ine. of San 
Francisco today (Tues.) asked the 
FCC to reopen color video hear- 
‘ings for a few days to consider a 
new system the company believes 
“superior to any other heretofore 
suggested to the Commission.” 

However, since the FCC closed 
the record to testimony May 26 
and is on the verge of issuing its 
decision, it was understood the re- 
quest was informally turned down. 
FCC previously refused to consider 
so-called “laboratory stystems.” 

| Nets Snarled 
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only three dates open for the CBS- 
Esso package. NBC has not yet 
announced its fall footall schedule 
| but it is expected to run into the 


| same difficulties as CBS in trying 
;to clear time with stations not 
| listed as primary affiliates. 


j 


| Competition for time on the af- 

filiates, particularly in the single- 
Station cities, has been consistent- 
ly hot among the networks. Only 
solution, of course, is the FCC's 
lifting of the freeze on new station 
'construction. Webs are hoping 
that will be accomplished within 
the next month, or as soon as the 
FCC hands down its anticipated de- 
‘cision on color video. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... | 


Legit actress Mary Mason started a running part Monday (28) on’ 
“Front Page Farrell”... .Legit-film actor Donald Buka, having finished 
a strawhat tour with Eva LeGallienne in “Corn Is Green,” has radio’ 
spots this week on “True Story,” “Top Secret,” “Perry Mason” and 
“Nick Carter”....Hy Gardner, N. Y. Herald Tribune columnist, to do a | 
marathon pitch on AM and TV programs for 24 hours on all N.Y. sta- 


tions tonight (Wed.) on behalf of the paper's Fresh Air Fund which 
kicks off with the all-star football game Sept. 6....John R. Overall re- 
placed Duncan R. Buckham, who resigned as MBS’ eastern division 
sales manager Harold Levey, for the second time, will lead the NBC 
Symphony for U. S. Steel Sunday (3). Orch will play a suite of waltzes 
composed by Levey for the various U. S. Steel shows....Suzanne John- 
stone, daughter of NAM’s radio and TV director, currently vacationing 
in New York prior to returning to her faculty spot at Alabama U.., Sept. 
10, where she teaches harp and piano. Gal is also harpist with the 
Birmingham (Ala.) Civic Symphony, which has 20 concerts skedded for 
the forthcoming season....Jack Eigen begins his WMGM airer from 
his own Madison ave. restaurant, Jack Eigen’s Guest Room, Sept. 23, 
one night after he finishes his stint at the Copacabana....Eve Parnell 
added to “David Harum”... . Bill Quinn new to “Our Gal Sunday”.... 
Beverly Roberts and James Monks are “Stella Dallas” additions. 


WNEW hunting a replacement for Nick Freyberg, who resigned as 
sales promotion director to rest after recuping from a long illness.... 
Al Helfer, MBS “Game of the Day” sportscaster, will commentate a 
group of sports shorts for Chick Vincent... .‘“Coast Guard on Parade” | 
resumes on NBC Sept. 2 with George Foley producing and Jim Lister 
directing....Dennis King, Jr., ex-NBC-TV director, has joined Maxon 
agency handling AM and TV chores....Lanny and Ginger Grey ex- 
panding their Little Grey Gift Shop....Hank Sylvern to be a judge at 
Mrs. America contest at Palisades Park next Tuesday (5)....Robert C. 
Griffith added by Frederic W. Ziv Co. as a sales rep....WNYC to air 
a series of documentary dramas, each devoted to a city block which 
keeps its sidewalks clean Herb Gordon, exec producer for Frederick 
W. Ziv and World Broadcasting, went to Coast last Thursday (24) for | 
several weeks on biz, headquartering in Ziv’s Coast office....Leonard 
Meyers, NBC music editor, on vacation this week at Cape Cod... . Bill 
Grey, having returned to N. Y. after six years on the Coast in the Jack 
Kirkwood show, plans to stay east and is freelancing. 


Louis A. Smith, who had his own agency in Chi and was formerly 
with the Edward Petry Co., is now managing WOR’s office in the 
Windy City....WNEW airing driving safety spots with celebs for Labor 
Day weekend. Davidson Taylor, former CBS veepee, now hanging 
his hat in the State Dept. to work on Voice of America... .Adelaide 
Klein returning this week from Coast where she acted in film with 
Humphrey Bogart for Warners’, ‘The Enforcer”....Basil W. Matthews, 
appointed Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample veepee, will handle the Procter & 
Gamble account for the agency....Ralph Paul back from vacation to 
announce ‘Second Honeymoon,” “Strike It Rich,” ete.....Robert H. 
Hinckley, ABC veepee and member of the ECA Public Advisory Board, 
leaves for Europe Saturday (2) to make a first-hand study of measures 
employed by Western Europe's broadcasting facilities to counter the 
intensified Russian propaganda campaign. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Rosefield Packing Co. has put “Skippy Hollywood Theatre” on notice | 
after nine years and commissioned Les Mitchel to shop around for a | 
television show....Van Heflin, who looks like Foote, Cone & Belding’s | 
Hugh Davis, kicks off the Hallmark Playhouse season Sept. 7 in “The | 
Life of Thomas Edison”....Safeway Stores bought “A Memo From 
Mollie,” romantic comedy series, for Columbia’s Pacific network. It} 
brings together again ‘First Nighter’s” Olan Soule and Barbara Luddy 
....Clark George, CBS account exec, back in the Navy due to being a 





reserve officer....Al Kabaker, headman here for Dancer-Fitzgerald- | 
Sample, is now a veepee....ABC’s Frank Samuels off to Hawaii to con- | 
fer with the net’s affiliate....Bob Hawk is packaging Bill Frawley in a | 

| 


situation comedy piece called “For the Luvva Mike”....The impor- 
tance of a script girl to a show was never better demonstrated than | 
last week when Ken Burton, producer of Railroad Hour, passed away 
night before the broadcast. Betty Emery was told to take over and 
brought in the show on the nose and without a fluff. Even the Sponsor | 
wired congrats....Nat Wolff and Don Quinn put together an idea by 
Walter Wanger for his wife, Joan Bennett, and it came off on the tape 
as “Originals By Bennett.” It has a story line with a fashion facet.... 
Fran van Hartesveldt was Walter Craig’s choice for successor to the | 
late Ken Burton as producer of “Railroad Hour” and “Father Knows | 
Best” for Benton & Bowles. He produced “Gildersleeve” last season. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Don Getz has switched from WGN sales promotion manager berth to 
western sales rep for station’s eastern office. Charles Wilson takes 
over promotion post Fox Head Brewing Co. picked up nightly half- 
hour of the Buff Cobb and Mike Wallace “Chez Show aired six times 
weekly on WMAQ... . Estelle Compton Model Institute appointed Scho- 
enfeld, Huber & Green as its agency....Jazz singer Mildred Bailey 
guested on Fred Reynold’s WGN platter show last week ee LS's 
annual airings from the Illinois State Fair copped space in 300 down- 
state papers.... Bill Lawrence and Janette Davis house-guested with 
Fran Allison last weekend....Frankie Laine to appear on ABC's 
“Junior Junction” Saturday (2)....Al Morey, WBBM program director 
off on a three-week vacation. ... New NBC sales staffer Morris Mitchell 
here tossing ideas at Chi NBC sales execs last week. . Nancy — 
WGN soprano, and Leonard Keller, prez of Chi Metropolitan oer 
of Music trekked to the altar Monday (29)....Don Painter joins ABC 
production staff here after a hitch with web in Hollywood. , ; 

C. P. Persons, sales manager of WAPI, Birmingham, a W BBM caller 
.... Judith Waller, Chi NBC public affairs and education director, to 
attend International Council of Religious Education at Green Lake, 
Wis., next week....Chief WGN flack Jim Hanlon vacationing In Wis- 
consin....LeVally agency grabbed off the American Family Magazine 
account....Jim Conway hosts new cross-the-board morning show on 
WBBM....Paul Visser, of NBC's farm staff, attending annual Amer- 
ican Veterinary Assn. confab at Miami Beach... -Al Morgan is — 
page captain at WBBM....John Keys, WMAQ and WNBQ promotion 
chief, popping with cigars after birth of son last week. 


IN WASHINGTON .. . 


Suprem rt Justice Tom C. Clark will again act as honorary 
eattgnel amatuer for the fourth annual Voice of Democracy he sggooer 
sponsored jointly by NAB, Radio-Television Manatacturets NeW. coe 
the U. S. Junior Chamber of Commerce, and endorsed by as on 
of Education and Federal Security Agency. . .. Vincent F. Callal peg i 
time director of radio for Treasury War Bonds, has et Mel 
director of WQQW to enter national defense work. . . mgt ony asian 
Hotel Shoreham maestro, has been inked by Treasury ys ag Charles 
of music-chatter platters for savings bonds radio apres - Fathers,” 
F. McClelland has bowed out of starring role in pan yes po ABC.. +f 
Sesqui pageant, for contract with the “Ellery Queen’ show . 





Richard Rendell, newscaster for WMAL-ABC, en route to Korea where 
he will head web’s Far Eastern news bureau. : 


WFAA’s 4-Web TV Ride 


Dallas, Aug. 29. 


Four TV networks will be fea- | 


tured on WFAA-TV beginning in 
September and October, according 
to an announcement by general 
manager Martin B. Campbell. 


NBC, ABC, DuMont and Para- 
mount Television will all be car- 
ried by the Dallas station. Latest 
count has placed TV sets in the 
Dallas-Ft. Worth area at well over 
110,000 sets. 








Talent Fears | | 
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better in a comparatively intimate 
room like the Copacabana. N. Y.. 
than on the tremendous stage of 
the Capitol theatre, N. Y. 

It’s inconceivable, according to 
the producers and directors, that 
any film studio would attempt to 
lens a big musical production in a 
theatre. If that’s true, they ask, 
why must they stage their shows in 
a theatre? As for the networks’ 
claim that they must take space 
where they can get it, the creative 
talent declares it would be far bet- 
ter to lease floor space and con- | 
vert it to TV use, rather than go- | 
ing to the expense of buying thea- 
tres and converting them for video. | 
In line with that, they point out 
that NBC’s decision to transform 
its studio 8H in Radio City for TV 
use in one step in the right di- 
rection. 


Inside Television 


Videodex, indie audience rating survey for television, struck out on 
a national basis this week, scheduling a new national report which will 
include cable markets plus individual market ratings on each of 62 TV 
market areas now in existence. In line with the extension of network- 
ing facilities scheduled for next month, Videodex plans to add to its 
list of individually-reported markets, Minneapolis-St. Paul, Atlanta, 
Kansas City, Omaha, Salt Like City and Fort Worth-Dallas. New 
service is to treat non-cable markets on a composfte basis, providing 
clients with a total U. S. audience index for their programs. Videodex 
uses a total sample of 8,500 homes. Included in the 62-market report 
will be rating information on sustainers, covering the full telecasting 
radius in each market. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


To aid affiliate stations, newspapers, etc., to tie in with CBS cov- 
erage of the Korean crisis, the web's press department chief, George 
Crandall, has wrapped up a special promotion kit on CBS’ complete 
news staff. Kit includes biographical material on all CBS corre- 
spondents in this country and overseas, as well as background stories, 
features and still photos of the news department staffers. Features 
include bylined stories by Edmund Chester, chief of the department, 
on “News Gathering in the Atomic Age,” Larry LeSueur on Commu- 
nist propaganda techniques, ete. Kit also includes special material on 
CBS-TV news coverage, including a story on the web’s techniques in 
making the news visual. Kit points up the growing importance of 
news to both radio and TV as a result of the Korean fracas. 








Shell Oil’s two news programs—Kenneth Banghart’s 11 p.m. strip on 
WNBC, N. Y., and Don Goddard’s cross-the-board show on WNBT,N. Y., 
which started Monday (28)—are being promoted with an unusual mail- 
ing piece. Shell’s 800 dealers in the metropolitan area are getting a 
map of the world in the form of a 180-piece jigsaw puzzle. With it 
goes a note saying, “If you are puzzled by the world, let Banghart and 
Goddard put the pieces together for vou.” 
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Today, farmers and farm families have 


more spendable dollars 
group in the U. S. 


There are many ways of covering this rich, 
ready-to-buy market. But any way you try 


in WLW-land will cost you 
It's as simple as this— 


WLW reaches a greater rural audience in 
WLW-land—at less cost—than any single 
medium or any combination of media. 


WLW 





RURAL MARKET 








Here's why — 


than any other Of all farm families in the WLW Merchan- 


dise-Able Areca, 38.7% listen to WLW 
more often than to any other station,* 
with 216 stations competing. 


more than WLW. WLW reaches 81.7% of all rural radio 


homes in four weeks, 66.5% in an average 
week. And the average rural home reached 
LISTENS TO WLW EIGHT HOURS AND 
SIXTEEN MINUTES PER WEEK.** 


For further information, contact ony of the 
WLW Sales Offices in 


CINCINNATI NEW YORK 


CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 


the nation's’ most merchandise-able sratron 





CROSLEY BROADCASTING CORPORATION 


* People’s Adviswry Council Survey 
** Nielsen Redie index, Feb.-Merch, 1998 
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on to say that the program’s only, mitting that the troubles of a lazy 


motive is to sell America. That it 
did, thanks to inspirational talks 
by Sec. of Labor Maurice Tobin, 


Commerce Charles Sawyer, 


Char'es Laughton. Listeners along | Bulk of 


the 32 stations of the Columbia 


the usual documentary, must have 


been pleasantly surprised. If they | 


had heard the acts before, they 
were good enough to be reprised. 

To fill out the entertainment 
quotient, highlights of past season 
shows were integrated from tape 
and shellac into a smooth runoff. 
Heard were Bob Crosby, Jo Staf- 


ford, the Modernaires, Jack and 
Mary Benny, Ronald and Benita 
Colman. Frank Sinatra, Jack 
Smith, Dinah Shore, Lucille Nor- 
man, Bing and Gary Crosby and 
Dick Haymes. For one reason or 


another, the American Federation 
of Radio Artists refused to clear 
Meredith Willson and a mixed 
chorus, so their “Ballad of the 
Atomic Age” was not heard al- 
though previously broadcast. Clear- 
ances from other unions and guilds 
were granted at once. 

Merle Jones, manager of KNX, 


made “Miracle” a_ station-wide |} 
project and all hands were as- 
sembled to give it a Peabody 


Award presentation. Stuart Novins, 


head of public events, put together | 


the data and turned it over to 
Sterlins Tracy and George Allen 
to produce. The end result was a 
happy coalition of effort and an 
hour of entertainment that slaked 


a summer thirst. 

CBS reasons that if it will move 
the booklets along these slopes, 
the rest of the country will re- 
spond with even greater fervor. 
So elsewhere along the network 
if there’s an ope! cour to fill, 


“Miracle of America” will perform 
handily the chore assigned to it. 


| with 


Gov. Earl Warren of Cal., Sec. of | made funny to air listeners. “Pop” | 
and; was seldom genuinely humorous. | 
stemmed from | 


Pacific network, who bargained for | 


married man in avoiding any regu- 


lar job and his constant bickering | 


his mother-in-law can be 


lauyhs 
puns and virtually slapstick gags. 
Program had the further hand_ ap 


,of being unevenly paced, swinging 


from semi-serious to the worst 
sort of hokum. 
Jim Backus, as Pop, struggled 


hard to make something ot an un- 
believable character, but never 
quite succeeded. His wife, Flor- 
ence Lake. was the most refresh- 
ing note of the show, while Jerry 
Michelson, as the young son, 
served adequately despite some 
inane situations. Sheldon Leonard, 
per usual, was a typical con-man. 


Hope Emerson thoroughly man- 
handled the mother-in-law role. 
| Robert Armbruster and his or- 


If vou can’t sell America in these; 
critical times, you can’t sell soap | 


or cigarets. And here is a potent 
weapon to de it. Jones and his 
Columbians proved that you can 


sell it without waving the flag and | 


rate the big E not alone for effort 
Hiat for excellence. Helm. 


THAT’S MY POP 
(Advance Release’) 


With Jim Backus, Florence Lake, 


Jerry Michelson, 
son, Sheldon Leonard 
Writers: Hugh Wedlock, Howard 
Snyder 
Producer-Director: Max Hutte 
30 Mins., Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
NBC, from New York 
This seventh 
NBC's “Advance Release” shows, 
testing out first programs of series 
mulled for this fall airing, doesn't 
shape up promising. It’s a case of 


trying to adapt a cartoon script | 


idea to the airwaves, with minor 
results. Probably there is plenty 
of usable humor in Milt Gross’ 
conic strip, “That’s My Pop,” but 
little of it got into this effort. 
Where a humorous idea may click 
in such a strip, it doesn’t go so 
well in a radio show. 

It was through no lack of capa- 
ble people that the program failed 
te get over. Rather, it was a ques- 
tion of proper direction and more 
palatable lines and situations. Ad- 
on 








Hope Emer- 


in the series of | 


chestra gave the program an elab- 
orate musical backgrounding. 
Wear. 


Radio Followups | 
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direction. High fly balls aren't a 
risk. The danger is line-drive 
fouls—sometimes you can’t even 


see them coming. 

“The players themselves realize 
the danger and try to protect them- 
selves against it. You'll notice that 
when a powerful hitter comes to 
bat the coaches at first and third 
base back up as tar as they can, 
so they'll have a chance to get out 
of the way of vicious line drives. 

“They should put up screens or 
fences in the various parks to 
protect the crowds. Otherwise 
there may be a tragic accident.” 

Incidentally, the station-identifi- 
cation cut-ins on the N. Y. Yankee 


baseball broadcasts, via WINS, 
N.Y., are now being smoothly | 
handled. Until a couple of weeks 


ago, when the operation was re- 
viewed, there was apparently no 
coordinating system between the 
studio and the on-the-spot broad- 
cast crew. 





The Kollmars had a delightful 
rib at the WOR sales dept., which 


seunded like kidding on the square, | 
prepared commer- | 


| with carefully 
| cials on a $10,000 Rolls Royce sta- 
|tionwagon, a yacht which “only 
| calls for $150,000 down and life- 
| time to pay,” and a 123-room estate 
‘at Sodom-By-the-Sea (nearby 
Gomorrah) on the eastern shore of 
Maryland, which has one_ short- 
coming—no stables but “in these 
days one can get along without 
racing stable” and it was cautious- 
ly offered as “easy to write off on 
your income tax.” Dorothy Kill- 
gallen and her husband, Richa 
Kollmar (Dorothy & Dick) d 
their Sunday brunch Mr. and Mrs. 
routine deadpan, and, wisely, not 
too broadly, meantime “saluting” 


ment for’ getting us some new 
commercials.” Since there was 


obviously the Kollmars weren’t too 
subtle in their rib on the station. 
The team has béen sold out Mon- 








“We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 


CARTER’S LIVER PILLS 
HILL'S CASCARA QUININE 
KOLYNOS TOOTHPASTE 
METRO GOLDWYN MAYER 
_ OLSON RUG COMPANY 
PURITY’S TASTEE BREAD 


ROYAL DESSERTS 

STOKELY FOODS 
SWANSOOWN CAKE MIX 
B. C. REMEDY 

BLONDEX 

BORDEN’S INSTANT COFFEE 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-TV, a CBS 


and Dumont affiliate 


WJBK-AM « TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES KEADQUARTERS 


488 MADISON AVENUE 


NEW YORK 22, ELDORADO 5-2455 


Represented Nationality by 





THE KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


‘only 
| May, 1949, we had 517 stations as 
;compared with 539 today. In May, 


the “efficient WOR sales depart- | 


= 


| day-through-Friday, starting 
mid-September, but has been hit by 
the usual summer slump, particu- 
larly on the Sabbath airer. 
'Kollmars met on this point with 
| the WOR sales-staffers last week, 
| which presumably prompted the 
| Sag. Incidentally, the spoofing 
| pitch drew 100 letters from listen- 
'ers who offered to “buy” the Rolls 
and the yacht. 





Jacqueline Susann (Mrs. Irving 
Mansfield) and Kay Armen had 
quite a session on the weight re- 
ducing problem on Barry Gray’s 
WMCA N.Y.) show Sunday night. 
It was hep show biz stuff and, as 
the emcee later observed. ‘‘deli- 
cately handled.” Wisely, he stayed 
out of the mikes, since both gals 
are experts at al fresco and re- 
hearsed AM-TV sessions. It was 
a friendly hassle, in exceedingly) 
good taste considering her subject. 
Earlier on that same show, Jack 


Robbins was surrounded by Fran 
Warren and Miss Armen. Both 
thrushes took him and the pub- 


lishing clan to task on the issue 
of closed-doors to the amateur or 
newcomer songwriter but the vet- 
'eran Robbins held his own with 
some realistic lowdown on what 
makes the music biz tick. 


Joey Adams’ “Rate Your Mate” 
has settled into what should be a 
happy Sunday early evening laugh 
spot, Sunday at 6, and shapes up 
as an increasingly funny show. The 
nitery comedian quite obviously 
has finally found his niche with 
this formula. It’s sufficiently solid 
on its own as to make the natural 
to Groucho Marx’s 


























comparison 

quiz show almost negligible. 
MBS Prexy 
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to work for advertisers, our first 
task after I came on board was 


ito evaluate and then to publicize 


these “‘differerces.” 

Perhaps the most important dif- 
ference between Mutual and the 
other networks is our 500-plus sta- 
tions, of which 300-plus are “the 
network voice in town.” 


1949 we covered 319 “home-town” 
markets as compared with 327 to- 
|day. No one had to tell us the im- 
|portance of these small stations, 
because we knew that our partner- 
ship with them was an asset from 
which the listeners, the advertisers, 
ithe stations and the network all 
|would benefit. 

To evaluate further this very real 
‘asset, we had 552,000 listeners in 
|42 states interviewed during April 
\of this year to determine how these 
jsmall stations could really stand 
|up against outside network com- 


| petition. The survey results sur- 


rd | Passed even ou: fondest hopes— | pic health li , - 
id | they showed that the Mutual sta- fromthe by or Ete would be endan 


| tons in these one-network markets 
| have more listeners than all the 
Other networks and independent 
stations combined. 

| As for co-ops, our first job was 
|to find out what type of co-op pro- 


only one mecoy commercial, quite | grams could best be sold by our | 


| affiliates. This job also was not too 
easy to accomplish and it isn't fin- 
ished yet. But we have come up 
with the biggest co-op in network 
history—the “Game of the Day.” 
And we are now devoting 50% 
more time to co-ops than we were 
a year ago—devoting this time to 
co-op pregrams with 4,500 current 
local commercial orders for Mutual 
stations. Thi happens to be triple 
last year’s figures. 


tual boys” do not have to “shift 
gears."’ We have been in high on 
this road for a long time before 
the others thought it was anything 
but a cowpath in the hills, 

Frank White. 


NBC's Tandem 


Continued from page ?1! 


Faye, Duffy, the “Dream” show. 
the costly Arture Toscanini hour, 
etc.). 
; While some agencies are enthu- 
Siastic about the proposal, other 
sectors of the industry are raising 
some “ifs.” For one thing, ABC 
planned a similar venture, called 
“drumfire in depth,” for its after- 
noon sked. In the ABC concept, 
for the cost of one half-hour cross- 
the-beard a sponsor would get 
plugs in four shows daily, five days 
a week. The plan never got off the 
| ground, ABC finding no takers. 
_ It's also expected that the sta- 
| tion representatives will blast 
“Tandem” as another step project- 
ing the webs into the c<pot busi- 
ness on a aational basis. 
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To sum up, “White and the Mu- | 





B’casters Puzzled 
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letter expressed the hope “that a 
movemen 
| half of the nation’s broadcasters to 
‘enable us to restrain the Com- 
|munist Party from furthering their 
aims through the medium of broad- 
' casting.” 

Letter drew a reply from the 
NAB’s government relations direc- 
tor, Ralph W. Hardy, who said that 


t might be started in be- | 5 nat 


15TH ANNI OF WCOP, 
ABC OUTLET IN BOSTON 


Boston, Aug. 29. 
COP, Hub’s ABC outlet, cele- 
ed its 15th anni as a station 
Saturday (26), having hit the air 
(in 1935) as a 500-watt daytime 


r 


| indie. Station was originally owned 
, by the late Joseph M. Kirby and 


was housed in Hub’s Copley Plaza 
hotel. It moved to its present 


| quarters in the New England Mu- 


it had been referred to the broad- | 


cast defense council which the 
| NAB has set up for the emergency. 





Congressman Queries FCC 
Washington, Aug. 29. 

The hot potato of the use of ra- 
dio time by the Communist Party 
is up before the FCC again. The 
agency has been asked by Rep. 
Clarence Brown (R., Ohio) to fur- 
nish him with a record of time 
sales by radic stations to the Com- 
munists. Commission Chairman 
Wayne Cov acknowledged yester- 
day (28) that he has received a 
request from the Congressman for 
ithe data. 

Whether the Commission will ' 

query all stations for the data has 
not yet been determined. However, 
it is believed that the amount of 
time sotd to the C.P. is infinitisimal 
‘and is largely limited to political 
campaigns, 
' Commission policy provides that 
stations must sell time to any le- 
gally qualified candidate if it sells 
time to one. The agency takes the | 
position it must adhere to such a 
course wherever the Communists 
are given voting privileges. 

The policy was affirmed in a de- 
cision June 30, 1948, in consider- 
ing the renewal of the license of , 
\the Port Huron (Mich.) Broadcast- 
ing Co., licensee of WHLS, which 
was cited for refusing to sell time 
to political candidates because it 
considered the broadcasts libelous. | 

Brown called on Coy to furnish | 
for his official use ‘“‘a record of 
the amount of time purchased and 
used by and in the name of the 
Communist Party over American 
radio stations . .. together with the | 
names of such stations and the date 
of the broadcast thereon between 
June 15 and Aug. 15, 1950.” 

Last week the Congressman told 
the House that he has received a 
number of complaints from citi- 
zens “to the effect that the Com- 
munist Party is buying radio time 
and putting on radio programs that 


aa 


are not in the interest of the 
country.” 
a 











Examiner 


ame Continued from page 19 





| 
| 


his appearance here. 
| Whatever doubt J have had before 
\is completely dispelled by the tes-| 
\timony of the three doctors. I think 
‘it is clear that Richards is a very 
|sick man and I am going to relieve 
him of appearance here under sub- | 
poena.” 
| Cottone played his last trump 
‘card, but it didn’t take a trick when 
|Cunningham denied his motion to 
/have Richards examined by impar- 
tial medicos. The examiner said he 
would have considered the ap- 
pointment of a medical board if 
he had any reason to question the 
integrity of the doctors who testi- 
fied. 
Affirmative 
Starts Sept. 5. 


Defense Budget 


Continued from page 21 


the overall budget. About 50° 
of local advertising has gone to 
radio. 

Lt. Col. Donald Wilkins, in 
charge of advertising recruitment 
_ for the two services, said that radio 
and TV will get a good share of 
, the total media budget, but that. 
the actual percentage will depend 
on the needs of the military. He 
emphasized that plans must be 
kept flexible at ali times, inasmuch 
as recruiting needs change and use | 
of media changes accordingly. 

Wilkins said that the NAB and 
BAB have been advised on Army. 
and Air Force budget distribution | 
for radio and have ex»vressed satis- 
faction with the distribution. 


Wilkins’ department prepares 
material tor Army and Air Force 
needs for the Advertising Council, 
which works through advertisers to 


Support the joint Armed Forces 
' program 


| 


‘ 


case for Richards 

















' 


‘ 


| FM reception 
'go all out for the TV-FM idea, FM 


tual Life Insurance building about 
six years ago, when Cowles took 
over the operation, increasing its 
power to present 5,000 watts and 
hooking up with ABC. 

Station operates on a daily 19- 
hour simultaneous AM-FM_ sked, 
and has recently released its new 
rate card (No. 7), specifying rates 
for simultaneous AM-FM_ broad- 
casting. New rates remain un- 
changed in spite of encroaching 














Big Boost 
Continued frem page 21 


eral manager of the Radio-Tele- 
vision Mfrs. Assn., to explore the 
situation, and a joint meeting of 
the manufacturers and FM broad- 
casters is planned soon. It is hoped 
that if a few of the big producers 
take the lead in adding the FM 
tuner, the others will follow, and 
TV-FM will become standard in the 
low-priced models. 

Approximately 20° of recent 
video set production has included 
Should the industry 





aY. 
| 
' 
=_— 


circulation would be increased by 
6,000,000 in th> next year, which 
would about double the amount of 
FM sets now in the hands of own- 
ers. 

Production of FM-only and FM- 
AM sets has been running at a 
rate of only about 1,000,000 a year. 
However, there have been signs re- 
cently of greater activity among 
manufacturers in promoting FM, 
with new models by Zenith, G-E 


jand Westinghouse arousing consid- 


erable interest. More advertising 
of FM receivers has appeared in 
newspapers here the past twe 
weeks than in many a moon, 


Miller Girds 


Continued from page 21 

















sponsive only to the Government, 
(3) and the head of such an agency 
acceptable to the media. Miller 
said he had been authorized te 
appoint a Broadcast Defense Coun- 
cil but that such action will be 
taken later. 


Carl Haverlin, prez of Broadcast 
Music, told of the organization’s 16 
years of healthy operation and how 
BMI opened the doors of competi- 
tion by recognizing 20 new pub- 


\lishers. Friday’s (25) speakers 
were Lee Hart, assistant director of 
| Broadcast Advertising Bureau; 


‘Robert Swezey, New Orleans sta- 


tion eperator, and Charles Batson, 
who will also conduct a television 
seminar. Calvin Smith, KFAC 
manager and director of NAB’s 
16th district, presided. 

















Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O'CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 


(Universal-international) 
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Larry Spier Ties in With Bourne 


Via Catalog Merger Deal With ABC 


An important catalog and man- 
power merger is Larry Spier’s tie- 
in with Saul H. Bourne. The vet 
music man, who exited Chappell 
recently as gen. prof. mgr., after 
20 years, merged his Spier, Inc. 
catalog with ABC Music Corp., 
a Bourne subsid. 

Spier will operate and activate 
the combined catalogs, including 





Hamp’s Boogie Bagpipes 
Seattle, Aug. 29. 
Scot bagpiper Willie Barry 
and Canadian piper Jimmy 
Watt led 14 Scotch Highlander 
bagpipers in joining Lionel 
Hampton’s orchestra here at 


749 Headliner Meda! For 
| Col’s ‘Hear It Now’ Album 


Columbia Reeords was awarded 
a 1949 Headliner Medal by the 





National Headliners Club for its 

“I Can Hear It Now” album. Award 

cited Columbia for “providing | 

something new in recording of. + 
news history and its famous| P ° 
figures.” Shave-ian Advice 


| Edwin R. Murrow, CBS commen- Hollywood, Aug. 29. | 
_tator and narrator and co-editor of Sage advice was given to | 
_the album, had won a previous’! Paul Weston by Ben Selvin, | 
| award from thee Headliners Club | whom Weston is succeeding as 
in 1948 for best foreign on-the-| Columbia artists and reper- | 
| Spot radio recording. toire topper. At a luncheon | 








tossed by 50 music pubbery 
reps, the retiring Selvin told 





Ma jor Diskeries Prepping Fight 
Vs. AFM Non-Postponement Rule 


| Clans’ 


Major disk companies, faced 


| with mounting production costs, 


are prepping a stiff fight te shake 


| Off American Federation of Musi- 


regulations which bar the 


cancellation or postponement of 
tooters’ performances for any rea- 
son. AFM clause, which was re- 
cently parlayed with a new rul- 


|ing banning the dubbing of vocais 
atop of previously taped instru- 
|mentations, has already caused a 
'series of skirmishes between the 
'disk companies and N. Y. Local 
802, which is expected to lead to a 
| showdown battle battle. ” 
Latest incident involves RCA 


the Palomar last week in the 
first blending of modern music 
and bagpiping. 

Hampton plans to take the | 
pipers with him for his com- | 
ing stand at Bop City in New 
York City. 


two songs he brought over with 
him, titled “Just Say I Love Her’ 
and “Watchin’ the Trains Go By.” | 

Bourne Corp. catalog has Bud 
Gateley as the gen. prof. mgr. This 
is the residual company which 
came into being after Bourne and | 


Weston: 


P alladium Bids | “Stick to arranging and 


| don’t take up the oboe, see all 
the boys and don’t grow a 


For Terp Bands *“**: 





Weston’s new boss (and Sel- 
vin’s old one) is Mitch Miller, 














Irving Berlin split up their part- 
nership, each going into business 
separately. Berlin reacquired his 
personal copyrights and Bourne 
changed the old Berlin, Inc. busi- 
ness into his own name, con- 
tinuing ABC Music, which existed 
heretofore as a subsid to Berlin, 
Ine. 

Spier, meantime, has been talk- 
ing with BMI to head up a pub- 
lishing unit, which he may still do, 
a la the Lou Levy operations with 
Leeds Music (ASCAP) and Duchess 
Musie (BMI). 





Songwriter, Publisher | 
In Hassle on Credits 
Over ‘Say I Love Her’. 


Dispute has arisen between 
Larry Spier, who publishes the’ 
song. “Just Say I Love Her,” and 


songwriter Martin Kalmanoff, over | | 


assignment of credits for the song. | 
Melody is taken from an Italian 
strain by R. Falvo, “Dicitencello 
Vuie.” 

Sheet music and record credits 
list five names, Falvo, Kalmanoff 
and Sam Ward for the lyric and | 
Jimmy Dale and Jack Val for the, 
music. Kalmanoff, who claims he 
wrote a new middle part, adapted | 
the song into pop form and wrote 
the entire lyric, argues he should 
get credit with Falvo alone. 

Spier ebtained American rights | 
to the song from the Italian Book | 
Co. About 10 or 15 years ago, Ward, | 
Dale and Val adapted the tune un- | 
der the title ““That Night in 
Napoli,” and assigned it to Spier. | 
Song never elicked. Kalmanoff, | 
after learning that Spier controlled | 
the rights, came to him with his | 
version of the tune. 

Spier agreed to take it, but} 
pointed out that he had two sets of | 
lyrics and would offer record com- | 
panies a choice of either. He sug- 
wested that all four writers share 





‘Morris Drive To 
Plug Tunes on TY 


| E. H. Morris Music Co. is begin- 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
| Earl Vollmer, Palladium general 
manager, made a bid to Bob Crosby 
jand Phil Harris to form bands spe- 
cifically for terpery dates late this 
winter at a 50-50 split of the gate. 
An earlier pitch to Gordon Jen- 
kins, Paul Weston and Axel Stor- 
dahi for similar engagements failed 
,when the batoneers pleaded they 


Columbia recording director— 
{| a renowned oboist who sports 
| a goatee. 


Ruby's Pub Co. ef 








| 





/ning a concerted campaign to get | lacked time due to radio and ae] it all 0 


| smalltown television stations to use 


| its three-minute films synehronized | 


to records of Morris tunes. So far 
| the pubbery is servicing stations on 
|a free basis, but plans are to charge 


|for use of the films in order to 
} cover the approximate $1,000 film 


cost for each tune. 

Paul Barry, general manager of 
the N. Y. Morris office, left Friday 
(25) for a one-week visit of four 
cities to sell station managers on 
the idea. He'll hit Dallas, Houston, 
Fort Worth and Chicago. Upon 
his return, Jack Lee, also of the 
Y. office, ‘vill go out for two 
weeks to visit 19 cities. 

Pubbery has made two films al- 
ready, and more are in the works. 
About 35 tele stations, a dozen of 
which are in the east and the rest 
on the Coast, are using the service. 
Stations have been using them only 
in the past three weeks. Company 
figures it has a potential market of 
160 stations. 

Essential purpose of the films is 
to plug Morris songs. But since 
cost of each film is about $3850, plus 


| $5 a print, the pubbery will charge 


for use of the films. It hasn’t yet 
decided on the fee. 

Two films currently in use are 
stock and semi-animated accompani- 
ments to “The Friendly Islands” 
and ‘Don’t Rock the Boat,” by 
Harold Arlen and Ralph Blane, 
from the Metro pic, “My Blue 
Heaven.” Vidpix give authors, but 
not pic, credit. 


Col Signs Bushkin Trio; 





| commitments, 

| Offer made to Frank DeVol ap- 
'pears likely to succeed, with the 
leader-arranger telling Vollmer 
he’d like to play a six-week stand 
in late spring when he winds his 
upcoming radio programs. It would 
be at 50-50 split, same deal as 
Ralph Flanagan is getting for a 
four-frame stand starting June 23. 
|Preceding Flanagan, Freddy Mar- 
itin has been pencilled in for six 
|weeks to follow the previously-an- 
inounced Oct. 10 engagement of 


(Ray Anthony. Both Flanagan and | 


|Anthony will be making Coast 


bows. 


Warner Pubberries 
Okay Blanket Deal 
For Tuned Telepix 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

First blanket deal making film 
|music available to a television or- 
| ganization has been signed by the 
| Warner Brothers’ Music Publishers 
| Holding Corporation with Lou 
| Snader. Entire catalogs of Remick, 
| Witmark, Harms and subsidiaries 
| have been thrown open for use in 
ithe three-minute vidpix. 

Snader will pay a fiat 1° of 
the gross from each film which 
uses a standard and 12° on a pop 
teletunepix. 

A similar contract was inked 
with Mills Music previously, leav- 
ing only Chappell and Robbins- 
Feist-Miller of the larger pubberies 
still withholding blanket okay to 
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Harry Ruby, after an interval of | 
| nine years, is returning to music 
publishing with Tommy Valando, 
| head of Laurel Music. Ruby, Ince., 
will be a subsid of Laurel, but Va- 
| lando will operate both outfits. His 
| last pub venture was with his late 
| partner, Bert Kalmar, but eventu- 
|}ally Kalmar & Ruby was sold to 
| Loeb-Lissauer, which in turn was 
|; acquired by Lou Levy (Leeds) and 
| metamorphosed into Blossom Mu- 
| Sie. In World War I days, Ruby’s 
partner was a member of Kalmar 


| Victor, which early this month en- 


gaged a 20-man orchestra under 


| Hugo Winterhalter for a recording 


session with Jane Pickens. Since 
Miss Pickens beeame ill with a 


| virus infection in her throat,” Vic- 


tor’s artist and repertory staffers 
attempted to get Local 802’s per- 
mission to postpone the session. 
Unable to contact local officials, 
Victor attempted to get approval 
from Rex Riccardi, national AFM 
exec, but the latter refused to com- 
mit himself. 

At a hearing last Thursday (24) 
before the Local 802 exee board, 

(Continued on page 40) 





Six Top Composers to Do 
Musical ‘Portrait of N. Y.’; 
NBC Symphony to Preem 


WNBC, N. Y., has commissioned 





| & Puck, and Kalmar, Puck & Abra- 
| hams, both companies now merged | 
into Mills Music. 


Ruby has been on a _ personal | 


appearance “route” on TV and AM | 
to trailerize “Three Little Words,” | 





the Metro biopic based on the lives | 
j}and songs of Kalmar & Ruby. | 
Songsmith-playwright may _ stay 
|east another week. His wife ‘the | 


‘turn to their Bevhills home this 
weekend. Gene Mann, of the Greek 
| theatre, Hollywood, may do a play 
| authored by Ruby. 

| Ruby’s song, “Indian on 
| Nickle” is being published by 
' Laurel; his “Nobody Ever Said No 
| To Nora” via Ruby, Inc. Ruby ex- 
pects to take up his renewals as 
they occur and add them to the 
Ruby, Inc., catalog. 





| 
t 


Goday to Manage Coast 


Fairway for One Year 


Happy Goday, Goday Musie 


the | 


five top composers to paint a mu- 
sical “Portrait of New York” which 
will be played by the NBC Sym- 


phony Orchestra in a_ simulcast 
|} preem and later recorded as an 
album by RCA Victor. 


The 
whose 


cleffers are Duke Ellingtos 
assignment will be Harlem; 


‘former Eileen Percy) plans to re- | Sigmund Romberg, who will do a 


tone-poem on the Great White 


| Way; Skitch Henderson, who will 


| cover Gotham’s suburbs; Don Gillis, 
producer of the NBC Symphony 
airers, who will take his inspiration 
|'from the subways; and Vladimir 
| Dukelsky (‘Broadway’s Vernon 
| Duke), who will create a harmonic 
| Salute to Central Park. 
| Negotiations are still under way 
| for a sixth composer, with the pos- 
| sibility of either Leonard Bernstein 
or Aaron Copland finding time to 
accept the commission. 

Idea of WNBC general manager 
: Ted Cott is to make the project the 
center of his pitch to rejuvenate 
the station and to give it its own 
identity in addition to its character 


| 


prexy, will take over management | 


eredit in whichever was accepted. Held Over al NY. Hotel 


Kalmanoff claims he agreed be-| String orch recently formed by 
cause he had no other choice; | jazz pianist Joe Bushkin has been 

Kalmanoff’s beef is that “three | tapped by Columbia Records with 
writers are taking 75% of the the group set to do two musical 
credit for a hit song of which they compositions by Alan Shulman, 


wrote nary a single word or a sin- | 
gle note, while I find myself with | 
one-fifth of the credit for a song of | 


which I wrote three-quarters.” | 
| 





| Bushkin’'s 


cellist and a long- 
hair composer. Shulman recently 
wrote several pieces for Artie 
Shaw, also waxed on the Columbia 
label. 


NBC Symphony 


meantime, has 


been held over at the Park Shera- 


trio, 


16 Months Set at Capitol | wae tries Fields’ trio opening its 


Lawrence Wetk orch is sched- 
uled to play its first New York date 
in over a year when it opens at 
the Capitol theatre some time in 
the middle of October. Exact date 
hasn’t been set yet, but it will be 
either Oct. 12 or 19. Band last 
played New York in June, 1949, at 
the Roosevelt Grill. 

Following the Capitol date, unit 
will play one-nighters and _ possi- 
ble locations in the east for a 
couple of months. It will also air 
its ABC Miller High Life Beer 
half-hour weekly shows out of N.Y. 
Band is currently playing the Tri- 
anon Ballroom, Chicago. 





Philly AFMers’ Army Plan 


To Place Tuner Draftees 
Philadelphia, Aug. 29. 

Local 77 of the American Federa- 

tion of Musicians is planning a 


program of cooperation with the | 


U. S. 2nd Army to place about-to- 
be-drafied members with Armed 
Forces musical groups. 

Philly local feels that many of 


its members will be drafted, and, 


since services need musicians and 
members want to continue playing, 
program would be useful to both. 


“ 





Atlantic Sets Johnson 


As Musical Director 


Atlantic Records, N. Y., has set 
up a musical directorship, with, 
Budd Johnson, saxophonist 
arranger, holding down the post. 
Atlantic previously had contracted 
different musical 
needed. Johnson has arranged for 
Billy Eckstine, Ivory Joe Hunter, 
Earl Hines, Benny Goodman and 
others. Johnson will also continue 
‘to operate on his own. 
| Diskery has also made 
‘with Blue Star Records of Paris 
whereby the foreign outfit will 
handle European distribution of 
some of Atlantic’s jazz platters. 


| 
‘Weiss Returning to Coast 








after five weeks in New York. He'll Donald’s N. Y. post while Edward | 


stop over in Chicago to confer with 
his lawyer on legal troubles stem- 
ming from infringement suit on 
“Sam's Song.” : 
Publisher will return to New 
York in a couple of months. 


use their catalog tunes. Firms, | ing become sole selling agent for | 
however, are permitting tunes to) Fairway Music for one year. Fred | 


be used on individual deal basis. | stryker, who heads Fairway, a| 

Coast Broadcast Musie, Inc., firms | 
FISHMAN TAKES FIGHT mevica‘ana nay move there per 
WITH PETRILLO TO NLRB "*tnces 


Under terms of the deal, Goday | 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 





catalog. He gets 50°) of income | 





‘taken his battle with James C.} 
| Petrillo to the National Labor Rela- | 


’ ocene AG 
= : : tions Board, charging AFM czar's | 
Welk S Ist N.Y. Date After | ton hotel, N. Y., gf md gpl: 9 | revocation of Fishman’s franchise | 


regular stand at this spot Sept. 13.| o¢ the booking license was not | 


takes over the 524-song Fairway | 
Band booker Ed Fishman has| 9, 21) new records and a chunk | 
of the performance coin on the, 
songs. No new songs will be added. | 





|unwarrantedly deprives him of his | St. Loo Hoedown Terpery 
livelihood. Reason for cancellation 


given by AFM. 


Gutted by $42,000 Fire 


St. Louis, Aug. 29. | ed $25,000 to promote the longhair 


as NBC’s Gotham key. The “sym- 
phonic closeup” is also part of 
WNBC’s campaign to integrate 
itself into the metropolitan com- 
munity and to dramatize its local 
flavor and activities. 

Web exee veepee Charles Denny 
is enthusiastic about the venture, 
and suggested a simuleast preem 
from Carnegie Hall. Unveiling, 
with each composer conducting his 
own movement of the suite, is 
skedded tentatively for November. 

Mayor William O’Dwyer has 


| promised the city administration's 
| full support for “Portrait,” as part 


of N. Y.’s own tub-thumping cam- 
paign. WNBC will:spend a report- 


| Fishman, former coast band-| 
‘booker for William Morris, has, 
worked for Federal Agency, an in- 
| die outfit here, for the last several 
years. 


The Shady Valley Barn, a large | composition. 
recreational hall 20 miles south of | 
St. Louis where square and hoe- 





down dances were featured every 
| Saturday night, was destroyed by 


and! 


directors when | 


a deal 


‘ 


| stroer’s Atlanta post. 


Sam Weiss, Coast publisher, heads | 
back to his homeoffice this week | 


fire at a $42,000 loss early Thurs- | 
day (24). The building, construct- | 
ed in 1941 was the origination spot | 
for a radio progra a, “Shady Valley 
Folks” over KWK, St. Louis for 
several years. 

Fire was of undetermined origin. 





Weinstroer Winds Affairs . 


For Coral N.Y. Sales Spot 


Norm Weinstroer, Coral Records’ 
new general sales manager, re-| 
turned to Atlanta last week to 
clean up unfinished business in his | 
former post as southeastern divi-| 
sion manager for Decea. He was) 
accompanied by Jim MacDonald, 
New York branch manager for 
Decea. who moves into Wein-, 
Latter will 





Lawrence Agency Shift 


Elliot Lawrence orch has switch- 
ed agency affiliation in a move 
from the General Artists Corp. to 
the Associated Booking Corp., ef- 
fective Sept. 18. 

Lawrence also 


recently shifted 





Dorsey Holds Initial 
‘Decca Wax Session 


Following his moveover from 
RCA Victor to Deeca with formal 
inking of his new three-year pact 
with latter company last week, 
Tommy Dorsey held his initial wax- 
ing session for Decca last Friday 
(25). 

Dave Kapp, Decea’s exec vice- 
prexy, is planning to give more ac- 
cent to Dorsey’s solo tromboning 


| 


in his upcoming releases than ti? 


bandleader has had in the last 


couple of years. 





take over his new position with from the Columbia label to Decea. | 
‘di > cca. | 

Decea’s subsidiary after Labor) 

Day. j 


_ COLEMAN BACK TO WALDORF 


After an absence of a_ few 


Louis Klayman will assume Mc- 


Williams Rejoins Decca 
Mavo Williams, vet recording di- 


‘rector, has rejoined Decea in the 


‘Hurley moves into Klayman’s spot 
‘as head of the Buffalo branch. Ex- 
cept for these shifts, Coral and 
| Decca setups will remain as be- 
fore, under general sales chief Sid- 
j;mey Goldberg. - 


months, Emil Coleman’s orch goes blues and rhythm department un- 
back into the Wedgwood Room of der Joe Thomas. 

New York’s Waldorf-Astoria, Oct.2.| Williams, formerly a Chicago 
' Room, closed for the summer, publisher in the blues field, has 
reopens on that day with Roger been with Decca off and on for 
; Price and Kitty Kallen. ithe past several years. 


- 


= 
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NG Dance Tempos 


Make For 





(Week ending Aug. 19) 


Jocks, Juke 








s and Disks 











> London, Aug. 22. 
Ofthe t Bo ff on the Road Bewitched ...... ...+-Steriing 
a XO Ice Silver Dollar.........Merrin By HERM SCHOENFELD 
Dearie ........ ..... Connelly Bi Crosby - Andrews Sisters:; ard on the flipover gets another 
By BILLY BISHOP i My Foolish Heart......... Sun “nS an Pecullar’-“High On | driving Darnel rendition that sets : 
While bandleaders and bookers Top Talent Set For Daddy’s Little Girl...... Yale the List’ (Decca). A strong disk it apart from the flock of other : 


: 
are bemoaning the current poor | 


RCA Kid Disk Series 


Let’s Do It Again....Lennox 
Remember Cornfields. Arcadia 


with Crosby and Andrews Sisters 


| cuts available. Roy Ross orch backs 
|up solidly. 


' é i i 1 e 
state of the band business, Joe RCA Victor will use sume of its Sentimental Me.. _Cinephonic Van Hausen ures 2s a as | Pe a aig oo dk me 
Public and most operators have top pop talent for the Little Nipper Blackbird ........ Box & Cox Paramount pic, “Mr. Music.” “Pe-| (Capitol). Two fine sides. “Dream” 
some pretty definite ideas on the Series of kid disks. Perry Como| Piano Roll Blues... ieee culiar” is a fine bounce tune ij, smoothly projected by a mixed 
reasons for it. I've been talking | 2d Mindy Carson are recording IE ping Bie Peete prerrytn handled brightly by Crosby with 


to a lot of operators and just plain 


|two sides each in time for Christ- 


}mas sales and plans are to use| 





Oh, You Sweet One. .Southern 





Second 12 


the sisters lending additional 
color. “List” is an okay romantic 





vocal group with the orch supply- 
ing a softly rhythmic background. 
Flipover is a cute number with 


people in the midwest, lately, and | more pop artists in the future. hence bg FP gg oR gro click possibilities. Number has a 
all agree that the chief reason for| Switch was set by Charlie Grean,/ your Heart, My Heart..Wright | neatly. rams | Seer salut aatck on tia eee 
poor business is that the bands fail re | rv eek page pies —* Sa _ ARS A ot | Eddie Fisher: “Thinking of You" | me vl at teak aaten. g. ates 
to cater to the dancers and don’t | pyilqren'< eg Bh oe Quic ee “y SR ela — -“If You Should Leave Me”; Don Cornell: “I Need You So”- 
; children’s department. Candy & Cake........ -Dash_ | (victor), Fisher continues to regis-| “It Couldn't H 
lay good tempos. Sam’s Song ; Sterling | Coon’. 5 ienee CO s gis- “It Couldn’t Happen to a Sweeter 
pia ; M 4 Ghadow : FD. & H | ter well on disks, getting a big Girl” (Victor). “Need You” is a 
~ The No. 1 complaint from the a — a . lift on this coupling from Hugo fine torch number by the blues 
operators and public is that most ARMSTRONG-JORDAN nee in a While.......agna | Winterhalter’s lush choral and in-! artist Ivory Joe Hunter that’s given 
f the bands d t play good Jealous Heart New World | strumental backgrounds. ‘“Think- tr ‘cial tre: 
of the name bands do not play goo¢ ocean ta anion “temin |" | ba k-'a strong commercial treatment 
eee te: eet eae ae COMBO SET BY DECCA Load of Hay "Fields | ims of You,” a beautiful oldie here by Cornell. It stands up under 
are too slow and draggy, and most . aye as : 


more tricky in- a ‘ ; s 
was Over RCA Camden Plant to the band. Others, a vocalist, terpretation, with Shaw teaming d <—e. hag Far tgncact Ar an | 
‘i har icaist ¢ -j , : sone tina ia " . deer,” Johnny Ma sensation: 
=, The best class of dancers today Philadelphia, Aug. 29. harmonicaist and a marimba play- up with Jenkins piano for some 


fast numbers too fast and con- 
cerned with featuring some instru- 
mentalist or singer rather than pro- 
viding good dance tempos. 

I recently played a date for one 


Louis Armstrong has been set by 
Decea for a recording session in 
which he'll be coupled with the 
Louis Jordan combo for the first 
time. Armstrong will make an- 


3 Wheels on Wagon. .B. Wood 
Sunshine Cake....... Victoria 


California Law Ousts 








from the pic, ““‘Three Little Words,” | 
is pitched up with a lilting beat. 
Reverse is a sentimental ballad 
well-vocalled by Fisher but chiefly 


| marked by the fancy orchestration. 


Fine jock and jukes sides. 


repeated plays. Reverse is another 
heartbreak but more sentimental 
item which Cornell pitches up 
strongly. Hugo Winterhalter’s orch 
and chorus supply excellent back- 
grounds. 


; : . 6p Kay Armen-Anton Karas: “I'm ° 
of the most successful operators other of his many versions of “I'll . . 7 Album Reviews 
in the middle west who had just Be Glad When You're Dead” and Four Under-Age Tyros in the Middle of A Riddle 


turned down one of the big name 


“Life Is So Peculiar.” 


“Where Do I Go From You” (Lon- 


Judy Garland-Gene Kelly-Gloria 


°9 ° ' ee srry pt ee Anns ty 

bands on some dates. The reasons: Armstrong and his All-Star Band. From Martin S Video Band ~ Pies agen eng oMan 49 ba ors aga peel Wy wa 
(1) There would be too many com- meantime, have been booked into Salehed, Ase. 0 Theme,” this disk should help yi Sheen Gackaaeel oe MLCLM 
plaints from the customers that he the Earle theatre in Philadelphia Freddv Marti . “Bas i of T maintain interest in the zither) ¢-o. Metre Aer me this eg 
didn’t play good tempos, (2) he'd following his current Bop City, ™ og | “~ te yo > je. sound, used here to accompany gick cet should "pide on. the 
fluff off the public, and (3) his N. Y., date. Armstrong’s combo, ami sbiny Me 1 ge Fee - Prges nf Miss Armen’s warbling. “Riddle” ctrensth of the pic from it has 
guarantee was too big and the op- which played Bop City early in | entails Mi on Bieta a va auc is a_clever number excellently jeen taken. Judy Garland has some 
erator might end up losing money. | July, was rebooked into the nitery Heigl hoa hone ° - god re + handled for commercial impact. excellent material in such numbers 
This operator's feeling was typical,as a result o€ the cancellation of at t OF 5 ASSES HOR Tuesday (5), Reverse, a fine ballad, has anequal 4, “If You Feel Like Singing, 
of all those for whom I've played, all Armstrong dates when it was ™!nus four of the successful con- potential. Karas zither is well tO Sing.” “Friendly Star” and “Get 
from Cleveland to Denver. thought that the jazz man would testants. Unlucky four are all un- the for eground on both sides. Happy.” Gene Kelly registers well 

My opinion as to why young peo- have to undergo a stomach opera- der 18 years of age and the Cali-| Artie Shaw-Gordon Jenkins: in “You Wonderful You” and, 
ple don’t turn out for name bands tion. A later favorable diagnosis ‘O"4 State Labor Board refused “You're Mine, You’-“I'm Forever duetting withPhil Silvers, in ‘Dig- 
the way they used to is that during scrambled the combo's bookings. to grant a special permit allowing Blowing Bubbles” (Decca). At the Dig-Dig Dig For Your Supper. 


them to work in a where 


top of his form, Artie Shaw gives 


s . S 3. av . b rts 
the past 10 years swing bands but currently Armstrong is booked liquor is sold spot superlative clarinet solos on a mag Pen mg hee rp ig nag Tt poate 

Ten’ ave >» cin \ ri ~ = ; ’ “rAce —_ stry ° o} > f e ‘ d « H SO10S — < ais ave , g ‘ NIC : 
or + pearee a we" an os ene =e the country through Faced with the alternative of Couple of top tunes. Disk is con- Island.” Other numbers _ include 
— prety " _ 18 hig t d ssl Iadiiatchtsa dropping the four or cancelling the siderably abetted by some taste- “Happy Harvest,” and ‘Heavenly 
average person from ) oday 3 


is a lousy dancer. I just played a 
big prom at one of the midwest 
universities, and most of those kids 
didn’t even know where the beat 


are those in the ages from 28 to 
38, who learned to dance 15 or 18 





CIO Union Wins Control 


The CIO’s International Union 
of Electrical Workers has won the 


| date, 


Martin and Palladium man- 
ager Earle Vollmer decided on the 
former course since only one, a 
saxophonist, was in any way vital 


er could be dispensed with for the 


date. Band will be sub-billed at 





ful Jenkins’ arrangements. ‘‘Mine” 
has potent prospects with Shaw's 
swooping solos smartly set off by 
the orch and chorus. Reverse is a| 
classy, though 


brilliant passages. Jenkins chorus 
gives lush vocal renditions on both 
sides. | 


Music.” Johnny Green batons the 
studio orch. 


Platter Pointers 


click of last Christmas on the basis 
of Gene Autry’s cut for Columbia, 
is making a bid to come back again 


ears » whi , ; the terpery. — : ng digg : 
years ago to bands which really long fight to be recognized as sole ‘ : . _,| this Yuletide. Decca has issued an 
offered good dance tempos. Bands bargaining agent = the 6.000 apitthur | Godfrey - Chordettes: early version by Bing Crosby, 
like Hal K Kay Kyser and | worl + RA. Victor at Comahen, | : Down By The Old Mill Stream’-| backed by a kiddie item, “The 
wed al Kemp, Kay yser and workers of RCA-Victor at Camden. Hackett Col Exclusive !“O Joe” (Columbia). More typical’ Teddy Bear Picnic.” Other new 
Guy Lombardo. The Nationel Labor Relations Godfrey sides. “Stream” gets a| cuts are also being prepped on 
Some of the newer name bands Board, which held an election at Columbia Records has inked cor- nostalgic treatment with the Chor- “Rudolph” for fall release 

have realized that the public comes the plant last May, certified the netist Bobby Hackett to an exclu-' dettes harmonizing behind God- : : 


first. I think one of the reasons 
Ralph Flanagan is proving such a 
success (apart from the big plugs 
disk jockeys gave him) is the fact 
that he’s catering to dancers and 
is trying to play good tempos. 

If some of the big name bands 
would try to fulfill their principal 
purpose — p"sying dance music— 





IUEW following an investigation 
of charges of irregularities brought 
by the defeated group, Local 103, 
United Electrical Radio & Machine 
Workers. 

The IUEW defeated UE by a vote 
of 2,857 to 2,532, and the effect of 
the certification will be to change 
the name of the_union holding the 


sive disking contract. Initial rec- 
ords will be made next week with 
pianist Charlie Queener, bassist 
Bob Casey, guitarist Carl 
and drummer Don Marino. Hackett 
previously recorded for Decca. 
Mitch Miller, Col’s artist and 
repertory chief, set the deal, with 
Ernie Anderson acting in behalf of 


Kress | 


frey’s straight vocal. Reverse is a 
fine folk number handled by the 
chorus with Godfrey supplying the 
piano accompaniment. . 

Bill Darnel: “Blues My Naughty 
Sweetie Gives To Me”-‘Three 
Little Words” (Coral). Darnel’s 
unique rhythm style gets a fine 
showcasing on “Naughty Sweetie,” 








Owen Bradley has come up with 
an excellent version of ‘‘The Petite 
Waltz” for Coral... “Snooky Lan- 
son and Eve Young have a likely 
duet on “I’m In the Middle of a 
Riddle” (London) Discovery 
has ané_ interesting blues = and 
rhythm interpretation of “Good- 
night, Irene’ by Mighty Man Max- 
well ... More solid sides by Jerry 

















they might t back into “our | ee a good number that might break Gray's orch on “I’m In the Mood” 
world” from the “out of this world” Present contract rane out of a specialized market, Stand-/and “A String of Pearls,” latter 
thi 7 Jy 4 . « 
——— | AARIETY  1() Bact Sell Coin-Machines.ee* of Ae, 28, Semnatsnte ae Mss oct 
MORRIS SETS OCT 1 | : es ers on oln- ac nes reaches way back with —ae* 
° | ican Girl” and “Betty Co-ed”... 
1. GOODNIGHT IRENE (4) (Cromwell)..... sv es edodeceeocess Jenkins-Wenvers ...0....: Decca Savannah Churchill has a good side 
FOR ‘GUYS’ DISKING, ; | King Cole-Trio Capitol in “Time Out For Tears” (Arco) 
2. MONA LISA (8) (Paramount) ...... Cceeeesrccrecevecvcceess ) Victor ‘oung .-.-++.0-, Decce .. . Calvin Boze has a solid two- 
Edwin H. Morris Music, which | loo “Ft it C aerate ae Pee t sided cut of “Lizzie Lou” for | 
will publish Frank Loesser’s score| 2 3. SAM'S SONG (6) (Sam Weiss) .........cceseeee0s oon cenee ee ae eee ee Peeca 2 | en Deowtte +... Same me 
of the forthcoming musical, “Guys | | Bing & Gary Crosby...... ecca emer of a oe Beesewick 
and Dolls,” has set a record re-_ 4. TZENA, TZENA IN . , { Jenkins-Weavers ........ Decca or ae ee Semen, 
lease date of Oct. 1 on the title sted ne See Sh NE saeiee serene ses ) Mitch Afiller..........Columbia — Race ree tam Mer pe 
tune and Oct. 15 and thereafter for | : , , { Andrews Sis-Jenkins......Decca the late 1920’s and early 30’s. One 
the other songs. Morris publishes 5 I WANNA BE LOVED (14) (Supreme) ..............0.0008- ) Billy Eckstine  M-G-M ey Fa ceak af tha danke pant 9 
oo through its contract with | 6. SIMPLER MELODY (3) (Berlin) ... 1... icc cccccccccccecces Bing & Gary Crosby..... Decca which has made available the great 
sser. | ; -cip wi r og 
Musical will preem in New York 7. BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (6) (Acuff-Rose) ................ Kay (State? i ..cccacevess Capitol page fog re geliony po age 
Nov. 9. Score was demonstrated =) (Morris {| Perry Como...... ocoee.. Victor features some remarkable Elling- 
: | S. BReee CES) CHUOETER) 2 nc ccicciccccccccccccceceeees A 
informally last week to record art- | ; Sper er ee ae (Kay Starr .. i. sieeiw hoe eee ton arrangements of his own, 
tists and repeftoire chiefs by Loes- | . Gord Jenking..........De “Creole Rhapsody,” “Tiger Rag,” 
ser and his wife, Lynn Garland.|% 9% BEWITCHED (17) Chappell) ...... dadancanaae ist aaene cands | Bal oa Ro cor ¢ | ¢Yellow Dog Blues” and “Tisho- 
laj i ies y start- | ’ . oa oalele ee ke -mingo Blues.” Absence of surface 
oa édhen te — ates te the | BO, Gi WEE Ge Te CE) CIPRRIIND oii.nc coc cc cuevorivvserceces Tony Murtin......sceses- Victor melee hieniahes the incomparable 
original-cast recording of the score. | playing of such Ellington sidemen 
| Second Group 4 bm — areng od ee ee 
odges, Barney Bigard and others. 
Cugat Music Firm | _ Standout folk, western, blues 
° » _|* MY FOOLISH HEART (19) (Santly-Joy) {Gordon Jenkms......... Decca and rhythm, jazz, religious polka, 
Spreading to Mexico . Se ebesbiewde abe Perey! " (Billy Eckstine ..........M-GM J ete: Louis Innis, “I Thought She 
Pemora Music, Xavier Cugat's|? CAN ANYONE EXPLAIN (Valando) ..... io ee Ames Bros. ....s.eeeeee. Corel 4) pas Teel SOIREE» i See 
firm managed by ex-bandleader | SENTIMENTAL ME (15) (Knickerbocker) Smee BOR. éiccadccan Coral Man Boogie” (Victor)... The Soul 
Jose Morand, is setting up offices | . oye Me "***) Russ Morgan. ..... oeees Decca Stirrers, “End of My Journey” 
get gy any i Pe mye to COUNT EVERY STAR (Paxton) .......... TETTTTILTTTT irr iT Hugo Winterhalter.......Victor at ll PT wow caatas ate 
( e Latin song LOVE J A eer ree re eee Jarre Tin : : . pts 
field at its source. Peer Interna- | : Analy a ba er ep te seeeees Fran i Mt a Victor Milburn, “Sax Shack Boogie 
tional and Southern Music at pres- | SU? N’T SHINE (6) (Famous)........ Patti Page............ Mercury (Aladdin) Cecil Campbell's 
ent hold a virtual monopoly on|4 I DIDN’T SLIP, I WASN’T PUSHED, I FELL (Remick).......... Doris Day............Columbia het ar eaneeen Bb ag Rang 
i i ri , : ; olka” (Victor) . . . Eddie Habat, 
_ American rights for songs written el ISN’T FAIR (16) (Words-Music) ........ TYTIVTTiTrr cocccscee SOQMMY Kaye .ccccccccc. Victor “Strawberry Hill Polka” (Decca) 
ey” south of the border. |} NOLA (Sam Fox) Les Paul i Evans 
7 New office will be headed bv a ie cele eeeereereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee _ au *-eeoeeeoeeoene .Capitol “gy ili Roy ty? alte f pon 
Enric Cugat, Xavier’s brother. | V AGABOND SHOES (Jefferson) eee ee eee ee ree eres e ee eeeeeeeere l ic Da Teen 6366608088 Mercury : mM Les Are . Made ut 0 i 
Cc ill . A ALL MY LOVE (Mills) P , shine (Victor)... Big Three Trio, 
pce van SS to pe! on | i y\) 01) |.) SP ee ee er Cece eer eee eee eer eeeeeeeesee ' piuein Page eeeee eeeeees Mercury | ae) | The Day I Die” (Columbia) 
3 and set up deals with | nton Karas ..........London .. . Big John Greer, “Cheatin’’ 
; pebiltness in ve Argentina and | THIRD MAN THEME (19) (Chappell) CORO e eee eee Oren eserenes } Guy Lombardo. ror (Victor) -~ Mae O'Dell, af oo 
| other sources of the Latino melo-|% 1 CROSS MY FINGERS (United) .......... <euicetekosepineessie: a ers Train’ (Mercury) . . . Jonnnl 
; dies. Idea is to start in Mexico, | hi bh bagegith reeveeees. Victor Moore’s Three Blazers, “Someday 
then expand. STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER (Church) ........006 cccseces Prankie Laine. .......Mercury You'll Need Me” (Victor). 
Thus far, firm has worked only ; Ralph Flanagan .........Victor — 
in this country, with offices in New on ROSES (6) (Hill-Range) eee rev eeeeeeeeeesee e@eeee eevee eee eeeene Sammy Kaye ee eee eeeee .Victor } e Viviane Green, pianist and vocal- 
York, Chi and the Coast. Product : : ist, inked by Decca to an exclusive 
° : b (Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) disking pact. She'll tee off with 
sage nag as rid Ra, ERhong’ | + an original composition, “Honey, 
atin style. OOOO DO22222DDDDDDDODDDADAADDADAASAAAAAAAAAADAARAAAAAALAAALL Re Honey, Honey.” 
> - fe e _ ‘= * - e e 4 . os ahead 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Survey Week of August 18-24, 1950 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 


Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 
listed. 

All My Love ....... TEE RS Ee er ree bere Mills 
BewitOnee «0.0% cares PETC STEE TEL OTe TT TET eT Chappell 
e em Be rere 
Cie Te ND 8s Fost e as bi Sow 006 6s 0400h6 Kea ln Paxton 

Darn It Baby That’s Love MRS 550 ao 54 CRS isk oe Chappell 
Dream A Little Dream Of Me ee I ae. a Words-Musie 
Goodnight Irene PRE A akais aden aoe ka alk EA Spencer 
Home Cookin’—jT“Fancy Pants” .........c.cccccce. Famous 
Hoop-Dee-Doo ........ SER EER TET Parr Morris 

1 Cross My Fingers .... er, oe ae ee United 

I Didn’t Know What Time Tt Was .........000. Chappell 

1 Didn’t Slip I Wasn’t Pushed I Fell.............. Remick 

I Don’t Care © the Sun Don't Shine .......ccccce Famous 


I Love the Guy (I Love the Girl) 
J] Wanna Be Loved 


, Shapiro-B 
er re oe AL: Supreme 


fee ee ee Duchess 
CTT PR er TRUE one neh ok ce ste bicleccwsineas Famous 
Py OD. 66 ho oii bcacs civ asadesee ees Morris 

A II =, tk ile, Gk aks pan wa 8G wee BK aiorateare Harms 
Mona Lisa—?t“Captain Carey, U. S. A.”............ Paramount 
My Foolish Heart—7j“My Foolish Heart” ..... iia Santly-Joy 
DEY CRUE IMIDE aire 346 auk tal bs, 6.0 an ale weled se es Disney 
Ping Bee PROG 5k se bable eb Setar eceraties Berlin 
Pee eT to tee ice no 5 aS oi WA SK Coe Maes Sam Weiss 
Se ata like Siete: tole etree Gin Lean aba siSleek wales Remick 
Stars Are the Windows ‘Of Heaven ee eee Pickwick 


Life Music 
Lite Music 
Undeterm’ed 
Paramount 
Miller 


Sweetest Words I Know 

Tonight Be Tender To Me 
Tzena Tzena Tzena .... 
Why Fight the Feeling— 
You Wonderful You—t"Summer 


r“Let’s Dance” 
Stock” 





(more in case of ties), 
Index Survey of Popu- 


The remaining 20 songs of the week 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage 


lar Musie Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office 
of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 
listed. 

A Little Bit Independent ................000ee. . BVC 

Cath AUVORG TRO 6 oc ei Te ccc tees cee es ceeseen Laurel 
Daddy From Georgia Way ...cccccccccscsevssees Life Music 
DUE NE PO oehiknk Feb Sa a eves ewsaeenres ee Beacon 

die cond ers Ane pe la tie he hese ee ae RES Feist 
Golden Sails On A Sea RPE Se 045 Se vive e se esiewes Goday 
ee ee eT ee ee eee Te ee ee ee eee ee Cromwell] 

1 Still Get a Thrill ee eee TT ee eee ee ee Te Words-Music 
I'll Build a Dream House .......... . Campbell 

it All Begins and Ends With You... Dorsey 

Let's Choo Choo Choo Idaho—?*"Duchess of Idaho”. Robbins 
nol oe cap ecko 8 ab. bs od ws Owe OS EATEN Robbins 
Mambo Jambo .. . Peer 

Me and My Imagination [ii Medes ie basa es ees e Santly-Joy 
Ce SO re eee ee eee ee ee ee Disney 

So oe ee ee ea er et Chappell 
<.. f.. SEPT ee Tee eT ATEEL TTT TE Te eT Chappell 

Se er oe ee Pere te eee cee ee ee ee Hill & Range 
OE a ere rer Terr TTT res 
Tenderly iene keene es ee eaed Had ee aa eeS ES Morris 
Te Ce SOW A 500 e eee is 5505 5464005548 Seb HOO Harms 
EME. PEON 5.96054 0404-464 490 5G 51s Sea v)abe Jefferson 





+ Filmusical. * Legit musical. 


“Two new 

















DALLAS SYMPH ORCH 
TO WAX FOR ALLEGRO 


Dallas, Aug. 29. 


The Dallas Symphony Orchestra , 


will go back on disks with Allegro 
to make recordings here in Novem- 
ber. Platter company is now build- 


ing a catalogue with many leading | 


—{RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS|— 


orchestras. 

During 1945 to 1949, the Dallas 
Symphony, under the direction of 
Antal Dorati, recorded for RCA- 
Victor. 





Tamburitzans Back in Pitt 


After Iron Curtain Tour 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 29. 

Duquesne U.’s famed musical or- 
ganization, the Tamburitzans, got 
back in town over the weekend 
after a two-month tour of Yugo- 
slavia, but without playing a num- 
ber of shows which had _ been 
booked for American occupation 
trips. Soldier concerts were to 


Harry Warren in N.Y. 


Harry Warren arrived in New 


“York this week for a three to four- 


have been sponsored by the Army, | 


but brass and school officials de- 
cided the international situation 
was too tense at the time, and told 
director Matt Gouze to head for 
home. 

The Tamburitzans, featuring 
string instruments and musical 
numbers native to the Balkan 
countries, played in 12 Yugoslavian 
cities, including Belgrade, where 


they were honored at an Embassy | 


reception by Ambassador Allen. 
: as the first trip behind the Iron 


It 


Curtain of.any American theatrical | 


troupe since the war. 





La Salle Into Persian Room 


Dick La Salle, maestro for many 
Years at the Hotel Blackstone, Chi- | 


cago, transfers to the Persian 
Room of the Hotel Plaza, N. Y., 
starting on the opening show Sept. 
8. 


Room’s headliners will be Jane | 


Froman and Mary Raye & Naldi. 


~ 


week visit. Songwriter will 0.0. 


_activities of his publishing firm, 


Harry Warren, Ine., a Metro 


subsid. 
It’s his first visit from the Coast 
in about a year. 





, lished 


Spike Jones Snags 12'44G 


On Two Coast Bookings 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. | 

Spike Jones cracked two records | 
over the weekend, grossing $6, 700, | 
at Sacramento Auditorium Friday | 
‘25), and $5,800 in San Jose Satur- 
day. 

He was booked at $3,000 guaran- 
tee against 65° of gross over 
$5,000. 


60 Cugat Concert 
Dates; RKO Film 


Xavier Cugat joins the concert 
halls with 60 dates set up for him, 





via Music Corp. of America, com- 
mencing Oct. 25. He is getting 


$3,000 a night for his band, against 
percentage. 

Cugat is working his way 
following closing the Hotel Astor 
Roof (N.Y) season Sept. 8, on a 
week-to-week basis until he is) 
called into RKO’s “Two Tickets to 
Broadway,” wherein he has lines 
and is spotted in a running se- 
quence with hi. band at the “Casa 


west, 


Cugat.”” He has hotel dates at the 
Statler, Washington; Chase, St. 
Louis, ete., doing only one- or two- 


week stands until his pic and con- 
cert chores. 

Cugat was all set for an’ exten- 
sive European tour, commencing 
next February in Spain and Portu- 


gal, but the war uncertainties have 
prompted him to defer this and, 


instead, probably reprise a South 


American tour, 





Admiral Cuts First Paige 
Disks With Berlin ‘Melody’ 


Admiral Records, N. Y., has cut! 
Irving Berlin’s “Play “A Simple 
Melody,” with a uke taking pre-| 
dominance in the instrumentaliza- | 
tion. Tune was waxed recently by | 
Rosalind Paige, in her first record- | 
ing session for the diskery. Num- | 
ber is teamed with ‘“Elmer’s 
Polka.” Both tunes are backed by 
Jose Cortez’s orch. 

Monica Boyar also turned out 
her first sides for Admiral recent- 
lv. Gal recorded “A Letter For My 
Mother,” based on a Yiddish tune, 
backed by the Spanish “Por Fin.” 
numbers, “Let Me Out 
Of The Stable,” written by Ralph 
H. Beittel and published’ by 
Dubonnet Music, and “Strolling,” 
written by Bobby Day and pub- 
by Roxy Music, were also, 
waxed for the company by Miss 
Paige, accompanied by the Jimmy 
Cannady quartet. 





Patrice Munsel, Met Opera 
soprano, has been inked to a new 
longterm disking pact by RCA 
Victor following her appearance in| 
the operetta, “Rose Marie,” in San 
Francisco this summer. 


Chicago Again Explodes With 
Dixieland After Two Decades 





Houston to Raise 163G As 


Orch Maintenance Fund 
Houston, Aug. 29. 
The Houston Symphony Society 
began a campaign Sunday (27) to 
raise $163,500 as a maintenance 
fund for the Houston Symphony 
Orchestra. 
Orchestra's .conductor, Efrem 
Kurtz, has left for England where 
he will conduct the London Phil- 
harmonic Symphony, and record 
two albums for Columbia, Schu- 
mann’s ‘“Carnivel’” and _ Rossini’s 
“La Boutique Fantasque”’ ballet 
suite. 


LONDON TYING IN WITH 
BORDEN’S ON KID DISKS 


London Records is tying in with 
Borden’s Milk to tee off the pro- 
motional campaign on its new kid 
disk line. Diskery has issued occa- 
sional children’s records in the 
past, but company chiefs say they 
now are definitely in the children’s 
field to stay. 

Promotional campaign being 
worked out with Borden’s is based 
on the Elsie and Elmer cow series 





| which is currently being recorded. 


Diskery has -already released two 
10-inch disks in the series; is re- 
cording two more, and is preparing 
a Christmas package. 

Records will be 
both 78 (10-inch) and 45 rpm, and 
will sell at $1 apiece. Former re- 
leases in kiddie records were on 


shellae. 





Juke Plant Dynamiting 


1 


unbreakable in 


| demand 


| biggest 


Linked to Labor Trouble. 


Columbus, Aug. 29. 

A blast of dynamite Thursday 
(24) blew a 24 by 36 inch hole in 
the roof of the Shaffer Music Co., 
plant here, one of a dozen juke- 
box plants in Columbus. Damage 
was estimated at $200. 

Police linked the blast by finger- 
prints to a similar“explosion July 
17 at the strikebound Ebco Manu- 
facturing Co. No explanation was 
forthcoming as to the connection. 


Ebco makes. water-coolers and is 
not connected with the jukebox 
industry. 





Cummins Back to New Yorker 
Bernie Cummins orch, 


left the New Yorker hotel, N. Y.., 


last Thursday (24) after a stay of 


a few months, returns to the spot 
Saturday (2) for six weeks. 

Band is currently at the Cavalier 
hotel, Virginia Beach, Va., where 
it began a week's engagement Fri- 
| day (25). 
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Survey of retail sheet music 3 2 | 3 ls | s 
sales, based on reports obtained 2 e 2 z 8 i 
from leading stores in 12 cities iS a \a|é 1 | z 
and showing compgrative sales - 7 3 § B E em iS 14 
rating for this and last week. - > e gle alg : 3 ° 
SIZBIEl@ isle Flei2}018)T 
om ° A s < = c | g. s A 
. Bel zie ls ele sis lele 4] ¢ 
sation Week Ending |? |= ge laiglg s ggiials 
. d ; | | 
Rating Aug. 26 b ¢ g Ps F 5 s : é sis ! 
This Last A s : sieigig Sigi2|s : 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher zd 8 Sianlh |\2ls lel5 fis 
1 1 “Mona Lisa” (Paramount).......-. ee Se Se SE Re 12 1 23 8 5 -4 & 
2 “Goodnight Irene” (Spencer)... .. ee EE Oe 
‘3 4 “Simple Melody” (Berlin)... .... i A A a SR a 
3 *Sam’s Song” (Sam Weiss)......- I ES A A A a HS 
“5 5 “Bewitched” (Chappell).......... ew. 2 a 2 Oe ee 
“6 7 “Count Every Star” (Paxton)..... 6 7 6 10 8 5 . .. we 38 
“7A 10 “Third Man Theme” (Chappell)... 8 8 3 .- 7 4 : q Po. 34 
“7B ies -~ “} Wanna Be Loved” * Supreme) .. mae. oo 3 se 8 34 
_ ——~9 +“Tzena, Tzena, Tzena” (Cromwell). aD . . -_8 ) 2. 29 
9 8 “Bonaparte’s Retreat” | * (Acuft-Rose) 9 10 .. ¥ 7 «65 et 
id 13 “La Vie En Rose” (Harms).....-. 7 és 2 9 16 
ll “Our Lady of Fatima” (Robbins). 2 _5 -- : 
1 2 tars Are Windows” (Pickwick). 5 9 6 : 
is .. “Can A Anyone Explain” (Laurel).. 10 es 8 3 
14 Didn’ p, Pushed” (Remick)... *. 5 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Chicago is stomping to Dixie- 
land music once again. Not since 
two decades ago, when precisely 
the same musicians enthralled two- 
beat cultists as they do today, has 
jazz exploded with so fast a fuse 
and captured so heavy a following 
in this area. Backers of the upsurge 
here are primarily the youngsters, 
but the older group are gradually 
entering the circle and make up 
a substantial portion of the trade. 

Garnering the heaviest following 
is the Muggsy Spanier ensemble 
at the Chicago Fair. Spanier has 
gathered a first-rate group behind 
him, including clarinetist Darnell 
Howard and Floyd Bean on piano. 
At Rupneck’s, Art Hodes’ group 
gets heavy play from the older 
set, emphasizing musicianship 
and arranging, and getting spark 
from the strong tailgate trombone 
of Floyd O’Brien and cornetist 
Jimmy Ile, to complement Hodes’ 
piano. 

Miff Mole, Zutty Singleton, and 
Freddie Greenleaf team at Jazz 
Ltd.; Danny Alvin’s unit is at the 
Normandy. and Johnny  Lane’s 
group, with trombonist George 
Brunis carrying the heaviest load, 
roosts at the 1111 Club. Other units 
include Lee*® Collins’ band at the 
Beehive, and the Mason-Dixon Five 
at Club Silhouette. Louis Arm- 
strong and Jimmy McPartland 
move in and out of the Blue Note, 
and Max Miller’s quartet bows at 
the Apex Club next week. 

Current upsurge can 
traced by an almost 100° in- 
crease in disk sales over 1949. 
Leading platter distribs report a 
heavy enough to rival 
other platter fields. One of the 
over-all album sellers in 
this area has been Pete Daily’s 
“Dixieland Band” for Capitol, as 
well as recently cut albums by Bob 
Crosby and Jimmy Dorsey, also 
getting big counter play. Bruns- 
wick’s reissuing of old sides by 


also be 


| Pine Top Smith, Louis Armstrong, 
'and Red Nichols, Mercury’s recent 


which | 











uke player. 


the guitar. 


Muggsy Spanier etchings, and 
Capitol contribing Bob Hackett and 
Nappy La Mar, all demand big 
turnover. Last* year, in contrast, 
only a stray cultist wandered in 
to retailers for Dixieland items. 

Jukebox operators also have 
felt the upsurge, reporting that 
10% of their current placements 
are Dixieland records. 

Despite the interest in most sec- 
tions of the city, the southside and 
Negro neighborhoods have little 
truck with Dixie, with most nitery’s 
booking bop and blues cémbos, and 
some disk retailers getting no calls 
at all for Dixie and the majority 
not even stocking two-beat plat- 
ters. 





Partner in Barge Concerts 


Says He Was Jetiisoned 


St. Louis, Aug. 29. 

Charging that he had been 
ousted from participation in the 
management of the Fort Gage 
river barge Concerts, which he” 
helped launch last June, Martin 
Hartman, operator of a nightclub 
and art gallery, last week filed 
suit in the St. Louis circuit court 
for $10,000 damages. 

The Fort Gage, moored on the 
Mississippi here, has been well 
patronized for its Sunday p.m. con- 
certs by oldtime jazz tooters. Hart- 
man’s petition alleges he helped 
launch the enterprise with Mrs. 
Mary Ruth and Ray Schuner, and 
that on July 15 last he learned 
he had been 
poration by Mrs. Ruth's husband, 
Dorsey Ruth. Martin's attorney 
said this information came from 
Schuner, who had kept all copies 
of the lease. 


Decca Inks Uke Player 


Current ukulele fad has finally 
caused a major diskery to sign 2 
He’s Perry Botkin, 
who has accompanied Bing Crosby 
frequently in past years, but on 
Botkin has been signed 
by Decca to turn out uke and other 





string sides. 


disk. 


this 
and 
the 


First uke release is out 
week. Botkin plays “Lover” 
his own “Ukey-Ukelele” on 





Henry Spitzer left for -+his Coast 
headquarters last week. He re- 
turns to New York in three weeks. 


replaced in the cor- | 
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This week’s 


Newr 


con ACA Victor 


Release 50-35 





POPULAR 











PERRY COMO 


Patricia 
Watchin’ the Trains Go By 
20-3905—(47-3905)* 


_ HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN 


GENE KRUPA 
Cincinnati Dancing Pig 
Swingin’ Doors....... 20-3906—(47-3906)* 


HERE COME THE DANCE BANDS AGAIN. 


VAUGHN MONROE 
This Is My Country 


The Great American Dream 
20-3907—(47-3907)* 





BETTY HUTTON 


Orange Colored Sky 
Can't Stop Talking... .20-3908—(47-3908)* 








| vor SPECIALTY 





SIX FAT DUTCHMEN 


Geneva Polka 
Dutch Boy—Waltz ....25-1172—(51-1172)* 





COUNTRY 











ELTON BRITT 
I'll Find You . 
(Remember Me) I'm the One Who Loves 
ie ye eee 21-0378—(48-0378)* 


PEE WEE KING 


Cincinnati Dancing Pig 
We're Gonna Go Fishin’ 
21-0379—(48-0379)* 


ELTON BRITT 
The Red We Want Is the Red We've Got 


There’s a Star-Spangled Banner Waving 
Somewhere ...... 21-0381—(48-0381)* 





SACRED 











HARMONEERS QUARTET 


Roll On Jordan 
Song of Delight....... 21-0380—(48-0380)* 





NEW ALBUMS 











VAUGHN MONROE 
Vaughn Monroe Sings a Medley of College 
DOMES 2c dcccscciens P-299—( W P-299)* 








CHILDREN’S ALBUMS 








PAUL —, Sambo’s Jungle Band 
os Jun 
Little Black Sam Y-392—1 W Y-392)* 


ROY ROGERS ; od ; 
Roy Rogers’ Rodeo.....Y-413—(W Y-413)* 


go 
Doo *s aug ing ircu 
Howdy 5 Y-414—(WY-414)* 


PAUL WING oe 
Uncle Wiggily..........¥-415—(WY-415)* 


BOBBY DRISCOLL ; 
Treasure Island ........X-416—(W Y-416)* 


*45 r.p.m. numbers, 


The stars who make the. hils 
«= RCA 


RCA VICTOR DIVISION 




















$) Bonaparte’s Retreat 


Gene Krupa ............ 


 $) Count Every Star 


Hugo Winterhalter 


OQ Cuddle Buggin’ Baby 


Enclosed One Broken Heart 


Eddy Arnold 


Oo Good Night Irene 


Dennis Day 


© I Cross My Fingers 
Q I’m Movin’ On 


Hank Snow 


3" La Vie En Rose 


Tony Martin 
Ralph Flanagan 
Melachrine Strings 


oO Mona Lisa 


Dennis Day 
Ralph Fianagan .. 


© Take a Letter, Miss Smith 


Tony Martin and Fran Warren. 


$s) Tzena, Tzena, Tzena 


Ralph Flanagan .......... 





Bless This House 
Perry Como 20-3850— 47-3850) 


(No. 6 Retailers Pick, Billboard, August 
26th—Billboard Picks, August 19th.) 


The Beer That I Left On the Bar 
20-3880—(47-3880) 


(No. 6 Dise Jockeys Pick, Billboard. August 
26th—Billboard, Possibilities, August 12th.) 


Music, Maestro, Please 
Tony Martin 20-3883—/ 47-3883) 
(No. 8 Disc Jockeys Pick, Billboard. August 
26th.) 


Cope): @-ty- 


RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 


fa 


. . . indicates records which, 
according to actual sales, are 
recognized hits. The trade is urged 
to keep aimple stocks of these records 
on hand, or to reorder promptly when 
current stocks begin to approach the 
“sold-out” stage. 
designates that record is 
one of RCA Victor’s “Certain 


Seven” — among the leading 


numbers on the trade paper best sell- 
ing retail sales charts. Obviously, sure 
things! 


20-3766—(47-3766)* &s 
20-3697—(47-3221)* oa 


ee eeeecceres Pee 7: 
20-3870—(47-3870)* ts 
20-3846—(47-3846)* ew 
21-0328—( 48-0328)* ey 


20-3819—(47-3819)* 
. 20-3889-—(47-3889)* 


eeeeeeeeeeseesvee 


libuceeeteunecccecce..20-3739—(47-3739)* 


. . 20-3753—(47-3753)* 
20-3888—( 47-3888)* 


ooe «+». 20-3874—(47-3874)* 


. 20-3847 —(47-3847)* 


. .. indicates records which 


have enjoyed better than 
average initial consumer acceptance 





and stand an excellent chance of enter- 
ing the top-selling hit category. The 
trade is advised to watch these records 
carefully in order to maintain stocks 


consistent with demand. 
a 


° The Red We Want Is the Red We've Got 
(In the Old Red, White and Blive) 


Ralph Flanagan. . .20-3904—(47-3904) 


(The Billboard Picks, August 26th—Flana- 
gan throws everything but the kitchen 
sink into this rousing reading of a corn- 
ball ve of contemporary patriotism. a 
bit of flag waving that should pay off for 
Flanagan and Victor.) 


TIP: BETTY HUTTON 
Orange Colored Sky 
Can't Stop Talking 
20-3908—( 47-3908) 


Betty’s first record since her return 
to the RCA Victor label. 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 30, 1950 





On the Upbeat 


New York 


Al Pollak, former Abe Lyman man, in town talking video deals 


feature trumpeter and road man- 


ager, joins Teddy Powell orch at hatoneer, cutting couple of sides 
the Roosevelt Grill Sept. 5 in ajfor a major r+. ag 


similar capacity . . 
who has been singing with chora 
groups on recording dates, signed 
as a single by Capitol Records... 


Al Lewis has added a lyric to’ 


“Brazilian Sleigh Bells,” which 


. Mary ares | Friedlander, a freelance disk pro- 


j 
| 


has been recorded only as an in-! 


strumental up to now ... Irwin 
Pincus, 


general manager George Pincus, 


son of Shapiro-Bernstein | 


working in the William Morris of- | 


fice following his graduation from 
college Video singer Andy 


Roberts set for a Columbia record- | 


ing date ... Margo Burke, com- 
poser of “Manhattan 
finishing a new suite, “Four Amer- 
ican Moods,” for fall presentation. 
. . . Freddy Martin’s orch into the 
Capitol, N.Y., sometime in No- 
vember ... Sarah Vaughan into 
the Paramount, N. Y., Oct. 4. 
Four Jacks & Jill vocal group 
reorganized with ex-Claude Thorn- 
hill warbler Joe Derise and ex- 
Benny Goodman _ singer Terry 
Swope forming the nucleus. Unit 
bowed at the Three Deuces, N. Y. 
Gene Williams booked into 
Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., Sept. 27... 


Potpourri,” | 


Tommy Ryan going into Old Cov-} 


ered Wagon in Stratford, Conn., 
Sept. 18 Al Donahue orch 
opens at Mapes hotel, Reno, Sept. 
14, for six weeks following a four- 


week one-niter tour Buddy 
Breez, vocalist with Art Mooney 
orch, leaves the band for emcee 


chores in Green’s hotel, Pleasant- 
dale, N. J... . Ed Wolpin, Para- 
mount and Famous Music general 
manager, off to Coast for a week 


to o.o. new film scores... George 
Olsen and his vocalist, Betty Nor- 


Art Waner, Latin Quarter 


. Buddy 


moter, back at work after a bout 
with pneumonia. ... Sarah Vaughan 
and Louis Armstrong into Earle 
theatre, Philly, week of Sept. 1... 
Erroll Garner starts string of one- 
nighters in Kansas City, Sept. 3, 





before opening at Cafe Society, | 
Sept. 14... . Mercury ad-pub vee- | 
pee Art Talmadge extended his 
New York stay, not leaving for | 
Chi homeoffice till Monday (28) 
... Ira Wegard on his annual sales 
trip for BVC. 


Chicago 

Natt Hale, orch flack, to 
land, Ore. for two-week visit : 
Four Blazes set for Hill Hotel, 
Omaha, Sept. 8 for two weeks... 
Tiny Hill orch slated for County 
Fair dates in Rantoul, Ill., Sept. 
1-2; Melvin, Sept. 7; LeRoy, Sept. 9 
... Bill Turner and Dead End Kids 
inked for Stables, LaSalle, IIl., 
Aug. 29 for three weeks .. . Mil- 
dred Bailey did guest airing on 
Fred Reynolds’ “Collector’s Cor- 
ner” last week , . Doe Evans to 
Jazz, Ltd., Aug. 30 for a month 
Jimmy Featherstone signed 

for Oh Henry Ballroom here Oct. 
4 for 5 weeks ... Louis Jordan 
one-nighting in midwest through 
Sept., then on same deal through 
South in Nov. . Vic Duncan 
moves in as Chi rep for Henry 
Spitzer Music .. . Tower Records 
here moving in to new enlarged 
quarters ... Art Kassel to La Mar- 
tinique Baliroom Sept. 12 for two 

(Continued on page 42) 


Port- 








V¢ 


cord 


report 


AND FORECAST OF TOMORROW'S SONG HITS 





FROM @ BLUE CANADIAN ROCKIES (BMI Canada, Ltd.-Golden West 
Melodies)—One of Canada's top tunes makes its bowin 
the U. S. with a fine dise by Gene Autry (Columbia) 
and one by Cliffie Stone (Capitol). 
subsidiary is doing a great job in building the ef-. 
forts of Canada's tunesmiths, 


CANADA 


* « 


KAYE’S @ SUGAR SWEET (Spitzer)—Sammy Kaye 


FIRST FOR 


COLUMBIA bia contract. The swing and sway maestro has turned 
out a platter that rates with his best. 
* * * * * . 


MAKING @ TIME OUT FOR TEARS (Republic)—Nat "King" Cole (Cap- 
itol) will bring this item back into the limelight 
after a two-year lapse, 
Churchill (Manor) and Anne Shelton (London) are be- 
Tune will make the grade this 


THE 
GRADE 


ing pressed again. 
time. 


* « 


SMOOTH @ | SEE A MILLION PEOPLE (Mellin) 


the ops. 


* 


RED FOLEY @ SOMEBODY'S CRYING (Spitzer) —Red Foley (Decca), 
currently established as the nation’s leader in rece 
ord sales, adds another solid hit to his repertoire. 


HIT 


MOVING @ CUPID'S BOOGIE (Savoy) — Climbing steadily on the 
rhythm and blues best-seller lists... tune is head- 
ed for the top chiefly because of 14-year-old Little 
Esther's (Savoy) great rendition. 


up 


~ 


LIKELY @ MARIANNE (Algonquin) — Frank Yankovie (Columbia) 
started this likely hit, 
by the Three Suns (Victor) with other labels to fol- 


SUCCESS 


low suit. 


* 


SETTING @ DADDY'S LITTLE BOY (Beacon) — Dick Todd 


FAST 
PACE 


the song up and up. 


Se? | 
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a 
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MICA 


* 


tune as his first to be recorded under his new Colum- 


(Coral) brings back this early BMI hit, witha smooth, 
sultry interpretation. 


Still setting the pace, Eddy Howard (Mercury) comes 
out with another sparkling version that should move 


WHOL 


BMI‘s Canadian 


e « « 


selected this 


Original discs by Savannah 


x «&# * @# 


— Martha Tilton 


Cash Box rates it tops for 


* &£ *# 


°° 2£ & & 


*. *«£ ®& 


Soon to appear is a release 


e *« « 


(Rainbow) 


| Majors Fight AFM 


| *God Bless 
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* Broapcast Music, Inc. 


580 FIFTH AVENUE, 


NEW YORK 19, 


tyrwooo , 


N.Y 


TORONTO: + MONTREAL 





Top Songs on TV 
(Alphabetically Listed) 
Week of Aug. 18-24 


(Based on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index and Au- 
dience Trend Index, published 
by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, director.) 
Bewitched 
Hoop-Dee-Doo 
Still Get Thrill. Words & Music 
Wanna Be Loved....Supreme 
Let’s Do It Again....Robbins 

5 Top Standards 
Exactly Like You. .Shapiro-B. 
Get Happy Remick 
Sunny Side Of St.. .Shapiro-B. 
That Old Black Magic Famous 
You My Sunshine. ..Southern 


eee eens 














Inside Orchestras—Music 


Another instance of better timing spelling better returns for a song 
is the case of Ben Bloom’s “Au Revoir Again” which Jean Sablon re- 
corded three years ago, at a time when Bloom first went into business, 


and which with the ensuing Petri 
mate for the new publisher. 


llo-recording hassle created a stale- 


It was a tune which Sablon just got under 


the wire on his last RCA Victor waxing, with Toots Camarata conduct- 
ing for him. For some reason the song has just caught fire, sparked 


by a disk jockey who stumbled on the platter. 


The jock’s plugging 


caused RCA to rush a new pop version by Don Cornell, Mitch Miller 
ditto on Columbia, etc., with result the song bids fair to lift the mort- 
gage for Bloom who, admittedly has had a tough struggle since he left 


Advanced Music (Warners). 
and Nikki Mason. 


Number was written by Teri Josefovits 





Mills Music has acquired anoth 


i tion, following its initial success w 














Continued from page 35 


the union decided to uphold the 
ruling that the disk companies 
must pay for all cancelled or post- 
poned performances of musicians. 
Union contends that musicians 
are entitled to payment once en- 
gaged, since they are no longer 
available for other jobs. 
$1,000 Out of Pocket 


Victor, meantime, is out on a 
limb for about $1,000 in musicians’ 
salaries on the postponed date. In 
a previous incident in which Perry 
Como became ill, Victor a&r chief 
Charlie Grean was able to salvage 
the date by bringing in Eddie 
Fisher as a last-minute pinchhitter. 
Strictly brass instrumentation for 
the Miss Pickens’ date, however, 
was too unorthodox to couple with 
another vocalist. Miss Pickens ran 
off her date a couple of weeks later 
on a pair of patriotic 
America” and “Amer- 
ica the Beautiful.” 

Mercury Records another 
diskery appealing Local 802 rulings 
to the national AFM exec board. 
Mercury has been billed for three 
sessions dated for the waxing of 
the Broadway musical, “Tickets, 
Please,” before the company 
cided to pull out of making the 
disk because of difficulties with 
the producers. Mercury is claiming 
that the dates were postponed 


is 


numbers, | 


was called “Bolero.” New tune, by 
de Paris.” 


er French song for English adapta- 
ith “‘All My Love,” which in French 
the same writers, is “‘Mademoiselle 


Tune was on the flip side of the original French hit record 


of “Bolero” by Jacqueline Francois on the Polydor label, and began to 


be played almost as much as the A 


side. It was written by Paul Durand 


and Henri Contet, published by Editions Continental, which published 
“Bolero,” and appeared in the same picture with the latter, “Scandale 


aux Champs Elysee.” And Mitchel 
for “All My Love,” is working on 


1 Parish, who wrote the English lyric 
words for this one. 





Big Three Music toppers are doing a slow burn over the inclusion 


of a standard from 
Stock.” 


another pubbery 
Original score in the Judy Garland starrer, written by Mack 


in the Metro pic, “Summer 


Gordon and Harry Warren, is being published by Feist and Miller, but 
studio execs decided to include Chappell’s ‘“‘“Get Happy” in the film. 
|“Why,” Big Three execs moan, ‘“‘does the studio use somebody else's 
standard when we've got three tremendous catalogs of our own?” 





Division of publication rights to the Harold Arlen-Dorothy Fields 


score for Metro’s forthcoming Ezio 
be an unusual one. Of the film’s t 
for assignment to one of its publis 
Inc., while E. H. “Buddy” Morris 


first choice on any of the three tunes. 


contractual tiein with Morris. 


ager of the Modernaires, notified 
the diskery that the quintet will 
leave that label on expiration of 
the present five-year pact Dec. 11. 
Although no deal has been set as 
yet, it’s likely the combo will move 


|to Victor since Sacks has been in- 


de- | 


with the consent of the union con- | 


tractor, while Local 802 contends 
that no such permission was 
granted by proper union officials. 
It’s understood Mercury is not 
contesting the right of the union 
to collect or postponed perform- 
ances, but Joe Carlton, diskery's 
eastern exec, refused to comment. 


i further 


Third current incident involves | ms : 
| Frankie Laine, whose pact runs out 


| early in 1951. Dinah Shore’s move- 


the Biow agency, which cancelled 


a musicrew's date for the radio 
“Take It Or Leave It” show on 
NBC. The ad agency reportedly | 


called off the date because of mu- 
sical clearances but the union is 
demanding that the agency shell 
out. 

Victor execs assert that Local 
802 should make exceptions in its 
application: of the non-cancella- 
tion clause in cases where disker- 
ies have a clear and legitimafe 
cause, beyond anybody's control. 
Victor execs are doubly burned at 
the union because it’s claimed that 
the diskery abided strictly by the 
letter of their contracts during the 
recording ban. 


Disk Talent 


Continued from page 1 
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runs out Nov. 1. 
under contract to Metro, there’s no 


terested in the group since he 
grabbed them for Columbia in 
1945. Sacks has reportedly been 
making overtures to the Modern- 
aires since he switched to RCA. 
Combo, meantime, arrived on the 
Coast Monday (28) and resumed on 
the CBS “Club 15” airer after a 
summer hiatus. 

Victor is also reportedly dicker- 
ing with Billy Eckstine, kingpin of 
the M-G-M Records talent roster. 
Latter company is currently at- 
tempting to negotiate a new pact 
with Eckstine with the Victor of- 
fers playing a prominent part in 
the bargaining. Talent picture is 
complicated by reports 
that Columbia Records is pitching 
up a deal to Mercury’s ace vocalist, 


over to Victor from Columbia has, 
nreantime, been virtually clinched 
when her pact expires at end of 


| the year. 


Sacks and Joseph 
nell, NBC prexy, 


H. McCon- 
have been. at- 


| tempting to build up a solid roster 


that 


. : = 
Since Pinza is 


immediate likelihood of a televi- | 


sion deal, but Sacks is aiming to 
work out a radio deal with the 
basso. 

Pinza’s switch to the Little Dog 
banner puts a quietus on Colum- 
bia’s plans to extend his populari- 
zation via additional pop numbers. 
When Columbia captured Jo Staf- 


ford from Capitol Records, among | 


the first waxings it planned for the 
chirper were duets with Pinza 


when she becomes available Dec. | 


15 after exiting Cap. Victor 
planning to put Pinza on some 


is | 


tunes from his Metro pic, “Mr, Im- | 


perium.” 
Columbia received another jolt 
this week when Tom Shiels, man- 





esmenemmeneel 
——= 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Goodnight Irene” 
Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Mona Lisa” 
“Most, Requested” Disk 
“Mona Lisa” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Goodnight Irene” 
Best British Seller 
“Bewitched” 








of vocalists to buck the CBS line- 
up. NBC and Victor execs, how- 
ever, deny that they are attempting 


to wrap up the vocalists by offer- | 


ing them three-way radio-TV-disk 
deals. 
of Victor’s top vocalists, such as 
Perry Como, are working for CBS 
radio currently. Victor is plan- 
ning a push on a vocalist lineup 
now includes Pinza, Tony 
Martin, Como, Mindy Carson, Fran 
Warren, Robert Merrill, Eddie 
Fisher and Don Cornell. Merrill, 
incidentally, was screentested by 
Paramount last week. 





APOLLO SIGNS SULLIVAN 


Maxine Sullivan, songstress, has 
been signed by Apollo Records, 
a 2 

Gal will wax her first disks 
next month. 


It's pointed out that some | 


Pinza starrer, ‘““Mr. Imperium,” will 
hree new songs, Metro will get one, 
hing companies, probably Leo Feist, 
will get the other two. Metro has 
Strange splitup is due to Arlen’s 


Bushkin 
i tur 













NBC & MBS 
WIRES 


Pans ; 
a Ge 


Mgt. ERNEST ANDERSON, 340 E. 52 St.. N Y,. 











For Christmas 


C-H-R-I-S-T-M-A-S 


and 


THE MERRY 
CHRISTMAS POLKA 
For the Winter Season 

FROSTY 
THE SNOWMAN 


HILL & RANGE Songs, Inc., N. Y. 

















NEW REVIVALS 


‘Exactly Like You’ 
| ‘You’re a Sweetheart’ 
| o 
| Standards by 
| Jimmy MeHugh 

















Waldorf-Astoria 
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Exclusive 
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Mr. Accordion 


DICK CONTINO 


Currently 


STARLIGHT ROOF 


Hotel, New York 


RCA Victor Records 


s 6. 
nagement 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE. GLASER, Pres. 





New York 
745 5th Ave. Pi. 9-4600 


Chicago 
203 No. Wabash 


Hollywood 
9151 Sunset Bivd. 
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“Slick comedics...a solid hit!” 


BILLBOARD 


‘Andrews Sisters crack $ record 
in coast hotel supper club bow!” | 
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presenting 
THE 


INCOMPARABLE 
SATCHMO 


LOUIS 


a zZonwma wn = Da = 


Current Favorites 


LA VIE 
EN ROSE 


(With Sy Oliver) 
coupled with 


C'EST 
SI BON 


Decca 27113 (78 RPM) 
and 
Decca 9-27113 (45 RPM) 


THAT LUCKY 
OLD SUN 


(with Gordon Jenkins) 
coupled with 


BLUEBERRY 
HILL 


Decca 24752 (78 RPM) 
and 
Decca 9-24752 (45 RPM) 














Band Review 
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JIMMY FEATHERSTONE (10) 
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_ _ With Gloria Petrie 
a. | ta F y Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City 
VARIETY 2 > ~ 3 Outfit which Jimmy Featherstone 
Surve tail disk best - ta SG ins = = has brought into the Terrace Grill of 
—"s of ae os oh. 2 Sissi _/2i1sla = a B the Muehlebach hotel for a month- 
sellers, based on reports © Silels/SClGl/S ¥(/S/R/2) a] & r long stand is one of the newer 
tained from leading stores tn Ai\2#iGli2z2isleleleis C a1 bands in the area. Formerly, 
12 cities and showtng com- a —~|8lalsi[a/s]0]@ =/y4]| 0 Featherstone was featured vocalist 
parative sales rating for this Mie lS lala 1é & eileis 2 | ¢ | T [| with the Art Kassel orch for sev- 
and last week. >1SslAa el@ly leis! aéia 3 a | * eral seasons, but rounded up his 
Alzsisis S l T PIEISI3i/S{.L own crew a little over two years 
W k E a eS | (Sle ] S| « | P | _ | » — ogee ae in the midwest 
SI sig iClfleael/elais = and has stuck pretty much to that 
mamenet ee nh ing * I - y | 2 a 5 7 & | g | O territory, concentrating on Chi 
Rating Au 26 i é a ,i2li£i Sie;lels 3 | 3 |- I dates. Stand here is second band 
g. a|<)| 9 Sim |S | bf Zis 3 | si N has made in the Grill in the past 
This Last Pisisi8istiBiaisis S|. -a | T two years. 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ziSlisisialwiaivialsiaizis Crew is a young one, and has 
aa aaees aii emits good deal of pep in its rhythms. 
G. JENKINS-WEAVERS (Decca) . Instrumentation is a 3-3-3 set up, 
1 1 “Goodnight Irene”—27077 2 1 4 1 2% l 1 1 1 102 with trio of saxes, pair of trumpets, 
q AT “KING” COLE (Capit trombone, piano, drums and bas 
NG” COLE (Capitol) Ss, 
9 0 lly te te enanaaen : 9 2 2 2 5 1 2 3 5 2 3 2 94 alternating between the bass viol 
2 2 } 1 Lisa”—1010... sess — and tuba. Orchestrations favor the 
BING-GARY CROSBY (Decca) reed lead, and musical output is 
3 3. “Play a Simple Melody”—27112.. 1 7 2 6 + 4 3 56 ———, on the sweet side. Port- 
eal NG-GARY CROSBY nal oll0 Is heavy on present day pops, 
BING-GARY CROSBY (Decca) but includes Latins and ; . 
4 4 “Sam’s Song”—27112.........--- 7S I 1 3 10 a numbers as well. stbaitiaead 
G. JENKINS-WEAVERS (Decca) Orch is ‘tong Gn Sedalia. with 
5 6 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena’’—27077 8 5 3 5 2 2 41 leader working out frequently in 
AMES BROS. (Coral) pene range on both ballads and 
6 11 “Can Anyone Explain”—60253 4 6 6 7 °§ 27 nag tunes. In Gloria Petrie he 
- BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M) of teal eaeious aaa gee eer 
a. a he Saat a i ‘rent pops and novelties. 
7 5 “I Wanna Be Loved”—10716..... 10 10 8 5 4 5 24 Blonde and pel el rae # pager 
a = TONY MARTIN (Victor) deal to the band, and she and 
8 8 “La Vie En Rose”’—20-3819.. ie 10 8 23 Featherstone work effectively as a 
JO STAFFORD (Capitol) ae: - 
9 8 “No Other Love”—1053......... 66 68 3 9 T 22 Py eng Aig mare ae “? balance 
4 a i i —— of the month, after which it returns 
KAY STARR (Capitol) ‘ ‘ é t 
10 9 “Bonaparte’s Retreat”—936. . 7 6 6 7 8 21 § to date in Chi. Quin. 
~ PERRY COMO (Victor) 
11 13 “I Cross My Fingers” —20-3486 pip 8 11 Prof. Pingatore 
ae ~ PEREZ PRADO (Victor) 
12A “El Mambo”’—20-3782B 6 6 10 c Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
a FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) =: a an gg years as guitarist with 
12B “Music, Maestro, Please”—5458. . 8 9 6 10 tm riteman ork, Mike Pinga- 
2 Music, Maestro, Pl = ore has turned teacher. Long 
RED FOLEY (Decca) known as a topnetch string pluck- 
12C “Our Lady of Fatima”—14526 cn ee bee 1 10 er, hess now passing on the know- 
: MITCH MILLER (Columbia) how to selected students. 
lap. 7 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena”—38885 oe . &. 3 9 10 _ 
ewe VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
13A ee SR EREES. 7 9 9 America’s Next Big Ballad! 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
13B 10 “I Cross My Fingers”—27111..... 8 5 69 4é 
7 RALPH FLANAGAN (Victor) 
13C “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena’”—20-3847. : 2 9 
a he VIC DAMONE (Mercury) rT 
14A 14 “Tzena, Tzena, Tzena” 5454..... 3 8 
~ DENNIS DAY (Victor) : , 
14B 13 “Goodnight lrene’’—20-3870 ..... : 7 
ot. MARINERS (Columbia) : French Title “Bolero 
14C 16 “Sometime”—38781 .... seeeeeees 10 , 4 8 Widely Recorded. 
pane DINAH SHORE (Columbia) Program Now! 
14D 15 “I'll Always Love You”—38848... . 3 8 
JO STAFFORD (Capitol) MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
15A “Our Very Own”—1142.......... 4 7 1619 Broadway New York 19 
SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) 
15B “Harbor Lights”—38963......... ay 4 7 2 
1 2 3 4 5 
SOUTH PACIFIC | ANNIE GET YOUR | YOUNG MAN WITH) HARMONY TIME THREE LITTLE PROGRAM THE NEW 
FIVE T OP aah Mai ous A HORN ‘in thiniien WORDS WEDDING STANDARD 
ew : H. James-D. Day Coheed Hollywood Cast DOROTHY STEWART'S 
MM850 M-G-M C198 CL6111 M-G-M53 
ML4180 E-509 CL6106 C201 E516 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points | Label —— no 
Serre ere ce re rie 6 BID | MRCTCUTY ..cccccccscscccevsece 2 
a eres ree iets 6% 4 145 | Coral ...nccscccccccccccsccces 1 27 LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
VISCO 2. rc ccrccccccccccscccces 5 GL | M-G-M .. «occ cere eee eeeee ooo I 24 1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 
Oo eee ee ee ee 4 33 | 











On the Upbeat 


Continued from page 40 


weeks . .. Chi music pubs holding 
annual picnic at Skyline Ranch, 
Lake Villa, Ill., Aug. 31.... Saxie 
Dowell guested Ernie Simon d.j. 
show last week for Hal Kemp 
reminiscing and platters — 
Tommy Sherman takes over as Chi 
rep for St. Nicholas Music... 




















Paree, Sept. 15 . /. Nellie Lutcher 











to Horseshoe Club, Rock Island, 
iIll., Sept. 1 for 10 days. Peewee 
| Hunt follows at spot Sept. 15 for 
two weeks ... . Tommy Reed orch 
| set for Rainbow Ballroom, Denver, 
| Sept. 14 for a month .. . WAIT 
| d.J., George Bradley, subbed last 
| week on Chez Show for vacationing 
| Myron Wallace and Buff Cobb. 


Pittsburgh 


Jack Fina orch opened Monday 
(28) at Bill Green’s, following the 
Henry Jerome band ... Danny 
Mastri, bassist with Deuces Wild 
at Midway Lounge, has rejoined 
the unit after being shelved for 
more than two months to have an 
operation on his back. Bill Mec- 


~*s 





{ 
1 Mahon subbed for him... 


Frankie Laine definite for Chez | 


Joe 
Negri, guitarist with Dom _ Tri-| 
| markie Trio at William Penn hotel, | 
will enroll as a freshman this fall | 
'in the School of Music with Car- | 
imegie Tech. Ye:rs ago, as a kid | 
of 16, the Negro spent a couple) 
of seasons with the Shep Fields | 
band ... Pianist Dodo Marmorosa | 
has joined Sal LaPerch, trumpet | 
player, and drummer Sal LaPerch, | 
Jr., in the trio at the Village Barn. | 
|Marmorosa replaces Luke Riley, | 
who had to leave to resume his | 
old berth as conductor of the) 
house orch at Casino, local bur-| 
lesque house ... Max _ Tarshis, 
singing pianist, has had his op-| 
tion picked up at the Playhouse 
Grill .». . Mark Lane, who had a 
band at the old Villa Madrid for 
a long time, now has a threesome | 
at Beverly Hills hotel, featuring | 
Johnny Fritz, singing bassist for- | 
merly with Billy Catizone .. .| 
Sarah Vaughan opens an eight-day | 
engagement at Johnny Brown's. 
Club Friday, Sept. 8... Jimmy 
Gamble orch into Club Belvedere 
for an indefinite stay. 





Irwin Kent orch has been ex- 
tended another four weeks at 
Tavern-on-the-Green, N. Y. Band, 
which opened in May, will close 
Oct. 2, with Milton Saunders orch 
returning for the fall Oct. 3. 








“ . 


| ing next month. 


Penicillin Mickeyfinns 
Flanagan in Lexington, Ky. 


Maestro Ralph Flanagan was 
hospitalized last week in Lexing- 
ton, Ky., following an injection of 
penicillin by a local medico. After 
dose had been administered, it was 
discovered that Flanagan is allergic 
to this antibiotic. Band vocalist 
Harry Prime is conducting the 
crew during Flanagan’s absence. 

Meanwhile Flanagan signed a 
long term transcription contract 


with Associated Program Service. 


He'll do a series of waxings start- 
About 50 tunes 
will be released during the first 
year. Flanagan's orch will play its 
first Coast date Jan. 23 when band 
goes into the Hollywood Palladium 
for four weeks. Orch is also 
scheduled for Frank Dailey’s 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J 
from Dec. 19-31. Outfit begins a 
five-week stand at the Hotel 
Statler, N. Y., starting Sept. 11. 





Sierra Music Inc. chartered to 
conduct a musie publishing busi- 
ness in New York, with capital 
stock of 200 shares, no par’ value. 
Lewis A. Dreyer is a director and 
filing attorney. , 


STEPPING OUT FAST 


PUNKY 
PUNKIN 


Recorded By 
FRAN ALLISON—Victor 
TERESA BREWER—London 
. RAY CHARLES—MGM 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY—Columbia 
ROBERTA QUINLAN—Mercury 


Others to Follow 
PAXTON Music, Inc. 
“ose eer career enenennemr oneness a ct 


From M-G-M's Smash Musical 


“SUMMER STOCK” 


storring Judy Garland and Gene 


nae 




















Kelly 
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Saratoga Niteries Roll a Deuce 
As Gambling Gets the Brushoff 


The dismal season at Saratoga, + 


_ Y., is expected to preview the | 
tu Mahoney Trucks Into 


fate of all luxury resorts where . , 
gambling has provided important N.Y. Due to Rail Strike 
Canadian rail strike last week 


revenue. Failure of N. Y. state 

politicos to come through with the forced Will Mahoney to return to 

annual okay on gambling has re- New York via truck after closing 
at the Bellevue Casino, Montreal, 


sulted in a disastrous session for 
the Saratoga niteries. Wednesday (23). Comedian brought 


The most representative nitery | one of his xylophones with him on 
operation at the spa, Piping Rock, | - eng a another was 
did only fair with one of the most | pped by plane. . 
expensive talent lineups at the re-| Both Mahoney and his parapher- 
sort. Spot is said to have just | lia arrived in N. Y. in sufficient 
about broken even. The Brook | ime to sail Friday (25) on the 
club, across the road from Piping | : erte. He opens a two-week 
Rock, called it quits ahead of the | 84nd at the Palladiam, London, 
formal ending of the season on as 4, then tours the provinces 
Saturday (26). This spot frequently | °F four weeks. In all, the comic 
was attended by only a handful of | ©XPects to be abroad about three 
people. However, Riley’s did the | months. 


major portion of the business with | 
* 
Seek Chi House 











a burley-type display headed by | 
Lilli St. Cyr. But the crowd wasn't 
as lavish with the bankroll as at 
Piping Rock. 

The spa had very little late busi- | 
ness. Without the incentive of the | 
green-felts, majority of the cafe at- | 
tendants called it an evening after 
the dinner hour. Races, both day- | 
time and nighttime (harness), were Dan Goldberg and Joe Sherman 
better attended. | are negotiating with Balaban & 

This is the first season in many Katz theatre chain to convert the 
years that bonifaces had to rely | Shuttered Garrick theatre into an 
exclusively on cafe revenue. The | 850-seat night club, the Silver Dol- 
prospect doesn’t cheer the opera-|/ar. The Garrick, a Loop house, 
tors. Saratoga niteries without | W4S Closed by B&K earlier this 


} 
| 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 


For Night Club: 


gaming adjuncts don’t attract the |™onth due to lack of suitable film 
plungers. It’s also true that the 
casinos without a class show, for 
pre-gambling diversion, don’t at- 
tract the top strata of spenders 


product. 

New club would be in the Gay 
‘90s tradition, even to silver dol- 
lars imbedded in the lobby floor. 
Policy of name bands and acts 

















either. Both are apparently de- ee 
pendent upon each other for top Would call for initial budget rang- 
returns. e |ing upward from $3,000, on a long- 

hd : run basis. It’d be continuous en- 
Pr - 7 eet he as a, tertainment, with singing waiters 
eral run of Florida cafes, where we ee Ve Oe Reem 


; stops. 
grosses were heavier when there P 





was gaming in the vicinity. 
The Senate Crime Investigating 
Committee, chairmaned by Sen. 4 CHARITY BENEFITS 
Estes Kefauver, has already made 
Florida officials writhe. The hotels FOR ATLANTIC CITY 
will be without the pore book- Atlantic City, Aug. 29. 
maker concessions, which brought This is “Benefit Week” in At- 
pa — as $45,000 annually to lantic City. Four charity affairs, 
: } involving local and _ out-of-town 
The niteries, many feel, will not talent, have been staged here dur- 
be getting too many of the top jing the past nine days. 
spenders this season. In addition,| [Last night (28) at the Brighton 
the cafes face the competition of | Hotel Pool and Cabana Club an 
the hotels, and some hotel opera- | aquacade-variety show and dance 
tors will attempt to exploit the! was held for the benefit of the 
nitery features of the inns as one Betty Bacharach Home, the Long- 
means of compensating for the loss | port, N. J., institution for the free 
of the bookie coin. 
only feature of Florida that’s com- | youngsters. 
forting to the talent agencies. | 


Joey Adams emceed, 
assisted by columnist Lee Morti- 
mer. Lineup included Ilona Mas- 
sey, Tony Canzoneri, Cindy Heller, 
| Gracie Barrie, Horace MacMahon, 
Florence Ahn, Sylvia Froos, Tony 
| Bari, Joe Frasetto and Joey Stern’s 
Water show featured 








Big Advance in Detroit 
For Betty Hutton at Fair 


Detroit, Aug. 29. | Hart, Stan Dudeck, John Edmund- 

A good advance sale for Betty con and Aqua-zanies. 
Hutton’s two appearances at the Atlantic City’s Department of 
Michigan State Fair on opening pyblic Safety sponsored the show. 
day, Sept. 1, was announced by; Sunday night (27), in the Con- 
James D. Friel, fair general man-| vention Hall ballroom, Joe Moss 
ager. Reserved seats are at $1.80 | presented “A Nite of Stars” for the 
and general admission at $1.20. ‘benefit of the Community Syna- 
Miss Hutton will appear in aj|gogue (Atlantic City) Hebrew 
matinee and evening performance School fund. Guy Marks emceed, 
with the “Hollywood Stars Revue” | and talent included Gracie Barrie, 
following a downtown parade earl- Tony Bari and the Harmonicaires 
ier in the day. Other name talent | (500 Club); Evalyn Tyner and her 
will include Sally Rand, Jerry Co- | Trio (Bath and Turf Club); Jerry 
Jonna, Johnny Mack Brown andjand Turk (Cliquot Club); Marian 
Carmen Miranda. “Miss Miranda) Bruce, George Kirby, Fontaine 
will be in Sept. 3-6. Colonna is| Bros. (Club Harlem); Jackie Small 
set for Sept. 7-10. Miss Rand and and Jimmy Cazanova_ (Paddock 


| orchestra. 





'tantic City. The comedy team of 
/Fisher and Marks, Tony Bari and 
the Harmonicaires 
/Over $10,000 was donated during 
| the evening. 

| 





Zamira Gon, who staged the 
the new 


Brown are booked for the entire Club); Lucille Russo (Ritz-Carlton 

| provided music for this affair, too. 

Pittsburgh, Aug. 29. | Jewish National Fund in the Chel- 

Sept. 8 tentatively slated for its; nist; and Herb and Betty Warner, 

available until then. Penn’s man-| party for the Betty Barachrach 
traction there last year, being 
William Penn’s earlier date be- 
Sept. 13. Terrace Room will use 

ly it had booked dance music lo-| Israeli cafe, the Habibi, opening 


10-day run. |hote]); and Teddy Hale (Ebony 
| Room.) Joey Stern’s 
, j O. Saturday evening (26) Molly 
Pitt Penn Sets Brisson Picon headed a benefit for the 
William .Penn hotel's Terrace | sea hotel's Westminster Hall. Mik- 
Room, shut down all summer, had | los Gafni, Ray Lizer, handless pia- 
reopening date, but switched to | were on the program. 
29th peeaete Carl Brisson won't be| Last weekend the annual charity 
agement wanted to tee off with 
Brisson because he was a hot at- 
topped only by Hildegarde. 
Danish singer had to turn down 
cause he’s been booked into Copley 
Plaza, Boston, for a fortnight on 
Music Corp. of E 
again, same as last year. Previous-| Born,” will dance at 
cally. ‘in N. Y., Sept. 14. 
> 


a 


It's about the care and treatment of afflicted | 


|Bob Knapp, Esther Evans, Whitey | 


orchestra | 


Home was held at the Milton Fine | 
residence in Buena Vista, near At- | 


entertained. | 


America bands | dances for the legiter “A Flag Is 


‘Minsky Burlesque’ 


For Alvin in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 

, It’ll be Minsky burlesque for the 
first time here when the Alvin, 
local burlesque’s regular home, re- 
opens for the fall-winter season 
Sept 2 after its usual summer 
hiatus. Charlie Fox of Milwaukee 
again will operate the house. 

Fox explains it will be “modified 
Minsky” because he wouldn’t dare 
let the girls undress “the way they 
do in Florida.” He has six Minsky 
productions lined up. 


Hadacol Caravan 
Just a $350,000 
Medicine Show 


Atlanta, Aug. 29. 

; The Hadacol Caravan, one of the 
jtop “medicine shows” in history, 
is being handled like a circus, do- 
ing one-night stands in a three- 
week tour that started last week 
iin New Orleans and is scheduled 
ito wind up in Dallas. 

Troupe travels in two aircondi- 
tioned buses and 20 Ford and 
Mercury automobiles. (This marks 
first time Ford Motor Co. has gone 
|for ballyhoo of this type.) Accom- 
|panying caravan are 100 trucks, 
\loaded with, you guessed it, Hada- 
(col! These trucks deliver their hair 
|tonic cargoes to local dealers and 
replenish their supplies from 
freight cars that meet them along 
|the route of the show. 

; Sen. Dudley J. LeBlanc, 














mem- 


ber of the Louisiana Upper House, | 


is along with show and makes per- 
sonal appearances. It is his job to 
jintroduee Mickey Rooney. Sen. 
|LeBlane reveals that the tour is 
|costing $350,000 ‘he put the talent 
(cost at $160,000), but has already 
'produced $2,000,000 in orders for 
| Hadacol and he expected to pick 
jup another $500,000 in business 
| before the trip is over. 

| Injecting show biz into his medi- 
icine factory was the senator’s own 
idea. 

| There are 290 people in the cara- 
| (Continued on page 46) 

| 


Hope, Beneke 
Head Ind. Fair 


Indianapolis, Aug. 29. 


Bob Hope and Tex Beneke will 
headline flock of entertainers pook- 
ed in bid for record 750,000 at- 
tendance figure at 1950 Indiana 
State Fair here Aug. 31-Sept. 8. 

Hope will furnish the Coliseum 
show with Helen Forrest, Charles 
Fredericks, Bob Chester orch and 
supporting acts first three nights 
and Sunday (3) matinee, to be fol- 
lowed by Tex Beneke orch playing 
for horse show Sept. 3-8. 

Other attractions will include 
“State Fair Follies,” featuring 10 
variety acts and 24-girl line, at the 
racetrack grandstand each night; 
Irish Horan’s Lucky Hell Drivers, 
Sept. 1-3,.and a widely ballyhooed 
Atomic Energy display, in addition 
to regular midway features. Grand 
Circuit harness racing is scheduled 
Sept. 2-8. 

By-product will be city’s first 
sample of »theatre-in-round by 
group which will pitch its tent 
across street from fair ground’s 
main entrance. Project will be 
musical revue sponsored by Hoos- 
ier Promotions with Deane Carroll 
and Tony Donadio, holdovers from 
summer opera season, and finalists 
'in Atlantic City “Miss Indiana” 
| contest among entertainers so far 
|/named in quickie setup. Outfit will 
/give four shows a day at $1.20 a 
|head in 500-seat arena, importing 
‘equipment from Chicago. 


LEGITER MEG MUNDY 
IN CAFE SONG DEBUT 


Legit actress Meg Mundy will 
make her supper club bow as a 
singer at the Blue Angel, N. Y., 
seasonal opener, Sept. 7. Bill will 
include the Weavers, song group; 
Bob MacArthur, 











Tony & Eddie, 


' Stuart Ross, Harold Cooke, and 
| Eadie & Rack. 
Boniface Herbert Jacoby, who 


operates this room in conjunction 
| with Max Gordon, is currently on 


} subsequent shows. 


e 


the Coast lining up new acts for 


Legality of the recently con- 
cluded peace-pact between the 
American Federation of Musicians 
and the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, which turned over juris- 
diction of musical acts to the AFM, 
has been questioned by American 
Federation of Labor president Wil- 
liam Green, who avers that the 
AFL already recognizes these acts 
as belonging to AGVA. 

Opinion came in a letter from 
Green to Jon Carlton, a harmonica 
player, who appealed to Green to 
charter the Musical Variety Art- 
ists of America, a recently formed 
organization of musical turns 
which is claiming hardship under 
the AFM-AGVA pact. 

Letter from Green, in part, 
stated: “You ask that a charter be 


Carroll Nitery 
In Swap Deal 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 





theatre-restaurant on a part-cash 
trade deal to Frank S. Hoffues 
comés up in L. A. superior court 
Sept. 13. Hoffues owns cattle 
ranches in Texas and Arizona and 
operated the Deauville and the 
Del-Mar in Santa Monica. 


Mrs. Jesse I. Schuyler, executrix 
of the Carroll estate, has agreed to 
a deal calling for $675,000 in cash 
|and an Arizona ranch valued at 
| $350,000. Meanwhile, the Carroll 
theatre remains shuttered. 


DENIES ANY MEXICAN 
BAN ON YANK ACTORS 


Mexico City, Aug. 22. 


The Mexican government is plac- 
| ing no obstacles in the way of U:S. 
\theatrical performers’ entering 
| Mexico, according to Rodolfo Lan- 
|da, assistan. secretary~of the Ac- 
'tors Assn. in denying reports that 
| there is a ban on American troup- 
ers. Recent stories quoted some 
| U. S. people who complained about 
i'being barred from Mexico and 
'charged discrimination against 
| American troupers by the Mexican 
| government and the Mexican ac- 
tors association. 

He said the reports not only are 
inaccurate but that there is proof 
of that practically all the talent in 
cabarets and other entertainment 
centers in Mexican border towns 
is American. 


Stunting Cyclist’s Legs 











New Orleans, Aug. 29. 

Pee Jay Ringens, 63-year-old cy- 
clist, who abandons his bicycle in 
mid-air during z 50-foot leap into 
a three-foot tan. of water, received 
fractures of both legs Wednesday 
(23) while performing at Pont- 
\chartrain Beach, lakeside resort 
| here. 
| Veteran stunter revealed he 
\failed to gain enough momentum 
for the leap while careening down 
the narrow ramp, and fell about 
two feet short of his goal, striking 
both legs on the edge of the wood- 
en tank, 


Billy Rose Delays 
Changing His Show 








about changing his Diamond Horse- 


tion and increase the size of his 
line. 





return Sept. 24. 





| 


| 


| 
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Petition to seli the Earl Carroll ; 


| 
| 
/ 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Fractured During Act 


| 


| but six elephants, 


AFL’s Wm. Green Opines Musical 
Acts Come Under AGVA Control 


issued to said organization (MVAA). 
I regret more than words can say 
that it will be impossible for me 
to grant your request. Those whom 
you represent and whom you re- 
port have formed a new organiza- 
tion called the Musical Variety 
Artists of America are recognized 
by the American Federation of 
Labor as coming under the juris- 
diction of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. The constitution of 
the American Federation of Labor 
forbids me to issue a charter to a 
group which may have withdrawn 
from an organization chartered by 
the American Federation of La- 
bor.” 

According to Carlton and others 
in the group, the AFM-AGVA pact 
is therefore illegal because of the 
opinion expressed by Green, and 
are asking to be returned to the 
AGVA fold. AGVA suit had for- 
merly been filed to force return of 
musical acts to AGVA, with Carl- 
ton as one of the plaintiffs, but 
was. withdrawn in order to arrive 
at an out-of-court settlement. Sub- 
sequent settlement handed over 
the musical acts to AFM. 

MVAA, comprising harmonica 
and ukelele players, musical novel- 
ties and acts which have music as 
a basic part of their turn, objects 
to some of the AFL regulations, 
which they claim hamper them 
from earning a livelihood. 

One of the major objections, ac- 
cording to Carlton, is the provision 
which forces acts to pay dues as 
much as 27 times annually. Carl- 
ton explained that if an act plays 
an engagement lasting for more 
than one week on an out-of-town 
engagement, he must pay a quarter 
year’s dues to the AFM local in 
whose area he’s working before he 
can play a second week. Thus if 
an act plays 26 two-week dates in 
separate cities, he must pay one 
quarter’s dues to 26 locals in addi- 
tion to the full year’s dues to the 
local to which he belongs. 

Musical acts also objected to the 
AFM 10% travel tax, which forced 
acts to pay that amount of their 
earnings in the area in which they 
played. That proviso has been re- 
pealed for former AGVA members 
but act will still have to pay 2% 
tax to the local in which they’re 
appearing. Ban against doubling of 
musical acts playing away from 
home base was also repealed. 


Animals Unhurt As 
Beatty Train Derails 


Columbus, O., Aug. 29. 

A car carrying animals on the 
15-car Clyde Beatty Circus train 
jumped the track here last Thurs- 
day (24) when a brake rigging 
broke. The car stayed upright and 
none of the animals was injured, 
three camels, 
three llamas,’ five horses and a 
dromedary were unloaded to graze 
in a field near the tracks while the 
car was replaced on the rails. 

Circus train was en route from 
Marion to Newark, O., for an after- 
noon show. The delay of more 
than half an hour made the circus 
late for its Newark opening. 


Colored Revue Slated 


For Green’s in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 29. 











| First big floor show ever to play 
| Bill Green’s, chiefly known as a 
| dance spot’around here, will be 
|Larry Steele’s all-colored revue, 
“Smart Affairs of 1950,” which has 


Billy Rose has changed his mind | peen a big hit all summer at Club 


Harlem, Atlantic City. It’s coming 


shoe, N. Y., show at this time. | jn Oct. 20, shortly after winding up 


Under current plans, Rose will | seashore run end of next month. 
change some acts, revise produc- | 


In the past Green’s has occa- 
| sionally played single name acts, 
and sometimes two or three turns 


Frank Ross & Anita La Pierre | on the same layout, but has never 
Rose has put in before gone in for a show of this 


| a chorus call for tomorrow (Thurs.) | scope. 


| 
| line, 





Sinatra’s 3 Dates 


Frank Sinatra will make three |when the Gayety, 
before he | house, opens for the fall and win- 


personal appearances 


‘and plans to select a quartet of | 
cheesecakers to add to the present | 





_ Burley Reopens in Col. 


| Columbus, O., Aug. 29. 
| Burlesque returns to Columbus 
a Jack Kane 


begins his w@ekly CBS television | ter season Sept 1. 


| show Sept. 30. 





| Show in Minneapolis, 


| 


Sept. 10-11. 


Pd 


Kane, a veteran in the field, oper- 


Singer will appear at Steel Pier, ates six theatres located in Roches- 
Atlantic City, Sept. 1-4; the Style ter, N. Y.; Cleveland, Dayton, Can- 
Sept. 5-7; ton, Youngstown and Columbus, O. 
and the State Fair, Reading, Pa., Jay McGee manages the house 


here. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Moeambo, Hollywood 
Holiywood, Aug. 22. 

Jane Froman, with Adam Car- 
roll, Eddie Oliver Orch (8), Latin 
Aires (5); cover, $1.50, $2. (Open- 
ing night, $10.) 

After years of sidestepping, Jane 
Froman has finally accepted a 
Coast nitery bid. As a result, the 
ropes are up at the Mocambo, and 
even the birds in the giant glass 
cage on the south wall sit in rapt 
Silence througl. a. sock half-hour 
show nightly. 


Miss Froman. is a performer who | 


combines all the pre-requisities 
@ fine voice, charm, polish and 
authority. She works equally well 





at the bandstand or strolling casu- | 


ally about the floor with a hanad- 
mike, bulwarked by nifty arrange- 


ments cleffed by Adam Carroll, 
who also provides the keyboard | 
accompaniment. There’s no time 


wasted on patter, no pseudo-glib 
asides—it’s a singing stint all the 
way, and the only customer com- 
Plaint is that it ends when it does. 

Her numbers range from such 
standards as “Night and Day” and 
“Begin the Beguine” (in answer 
to insistent demands) to such spe- 
cal stuff as “Millionaires Don’t 

















VIC HYDE 


Mgt.: HORRABIN, Des Moines 














FOR SALE 
Complete Standard Act 


One Pony, Two Monkeys, Nine Dogs 
NICE PROPS 
Price, One Thousand, 
Two Hundred Dollars 


Come See for Yourself at 
the Pamahasika's Studio 


Tne Oldest and Greatest Bird Trainer 
in America and Still in the Same Work 


GEO. E. ROBERTS. 


3504 N. 8th Street, Philadelphia (40) 
SAgmore 2-5536 






































Whistle” and “Will There Be a 
Ciro’s in Hezven?,” latter the la- 
‘ment of a dying film queen. Each 
lis deftly delivered. 

In additior to Carroll’s expert 
pianistic backing, Miss Froman 
gets the suppor* of the combined 
‘Eddie Oliver and Latin Aires 
lorchs. Judicious use of strings and 
'reeds helps frame her singing ef- 
_fectively. Kap. 





500 Club. A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 26. 

Kitty Kallen, 
Harmonicaires, Jeanette Garrett, 
Pete Miller’s Orch (5), conducted 
_by Joe Frasetto. 





Kitty Kallen returns to the 500 
Cafe for her second visit this sea- 
son, topping her first appearance’s 
biz. 
| Beautifully gowned, she wins the 
mob with “Pennies From Heaven,” 
| “Bewitched,” “Wish Had Daddy in 
the White House.” 
lrole of Sharon in “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” she also does “‘Gloccamora.” 
For clincher, sings ‘No Business 


Fisher & Marks, | 


Recalling her | 


Bagatelle, London 


London, Aug. 24. 
Beverley Sisters, Edmundo Ros 


Swingtet; mirimum, $3. 





After a succession of American 
singers, the Bagatelle decided to 
| bring back to their home town the 
three Beverley Sisters, who have 
proved a lease-lend in reverse with 
their U. S. engagements. Girls re- 
ceived such a warm reception their 
option has been extended from 
two to four weeks. 

Simply gowned, trio sing with 
a mock innocence that is refresh- 





ingly unselfconscious. For the 
latter part of their act, dressed in 
more sophisticated style, their 


|numbers mature accordingly, and 
their delightful rendering of the 
| numbers only increases their point. 
|They oven with 
and slide easily into “Nice to Fall 
in Love.” “Don’t Mention My 
Name,” “Teasin,’”’ “Silver Dollar,” 


' “Once in a While.” with most popu-| 
| lar ones being “Only for Ameri-| 


/cans” and “Diamonds Are a Girl’s 
| Best Friend.” 

Edmundo Ros and Arnold Bailey 
provide the subdued musical back- 
|ground for the’ singers, and 

dancers, with their usual skill. 
| Clem. 


Like Show Business,” with imper- } 


sonations of Merman, 
and begs off. 

Harmonicaires sock over, 
ing with “The Galloping 
dians.” then “Twelfth Street Rag. 
In this number one of ’em plays 
the harmonica with his nose. “Over- 
ture to Orpheus” is next, and the 
boys close with a takeoff on Spike 
Jones, props ’n’ all. 

Fisher and Marks, also on their 
second visit this season, run 
through their zany routines, includ- 
ing audience in their act. Dancing 
takeoff of Fimberg and Rooney is 
socko, and Marks’ agile face dur- 
ing the pantomime on the Andrews 
Sisters’ recording of ‘‘Massachu- 
setts” whams the house. 

Jeanette Garrett's taps are well- 
received, and her encore, an im- 
pressionistic version of “The Torea- 
dor Song,” closes act to fine ap- 
plause. 
Michaelson, as 


open- 
Come- 


” 


the young = son, 


Peaeoek Court, 8. F. 
(MARK HOPKINS HOTEL.) 
San Francisco, Aug. 23. 
Julie Wilson, Dick Foy Orch 
(10); cover, $1.50-$2. 





Julie Wilson has taken on stature 
since her last Mark Hopkins stance. 
Her chore in “Kiss Me, Kate,” in- 
cluding the “In My Fashion” tune 


offered currently, has given her | 


work marked impact and maturity. 

Glamor appeal, outlined by skin- 
deep metallic bugle-bead gown, is 
plenty gasp-producing, furthered 
by much optic-tossing, dovetailing 
well with opener, “Most Gentlemen 
Don't Like Love.” 

“TI Want a Little Boy” and “To 
Keep My Love Alive” garner solid 
kudos and show thrush’s versatil- 
ity. Comedy ture, ‘You Can’t Burn 
|the Candle at Both Ends,” is an 
{Oke breather and stepping stone to 


top effect to big appreciation. An- | 150, $2. 


is not a 


oldie “Pretty Baby,” offered with 
| Wally Overman a 
PRAVILION, MYRTLE BEACH other breather, “London, 

SO. CAROLINA happy choice, but bridges over to 

Aug. 24-30 blues “Louisville Lou,” which the 

“aa patrons lap up for a big hand. E> 

: core “In My Fashion” gives - 

| VSAM ROBERTS, Chicase” minute melange a sweet bowout. 











Horne and | 
Logan. Encores with ‘‘Honey Bun,” | 


| 


Monkey Bar. N. Y. 
(HOTEL ELYSEE) 
Weela Gallez, George Kreisler, 
Jack Arnold; minimum $2. 





he Monkey Bar is an eastside 


hideaway that has been doing a 
consistently good business for 
years. The room has built a rep 


on a succession of risque singers, 
and a performer here is placed in 
the curious position of having to 
top his colleagues on dissertations 
on sex. The current combination 
impresses as being good booking in 
this direction, since there seems 
to be en rapport amongst them 
and they seem to complement 
rather than compete with each 
other. 

The newcomer here is Weela Gal- 
lez, making her first appearance 
in this room, but not locally. She’s 
well-established among the triple- 
entendreers, with a sly line of ma- 
terial that 
lsive. Her dissertation on a femme 


|drunk is an excellent bit that gets | 


a maximum hand. She does long 
i stretches of dialog that also hit the 
mark. 

George Kreisler has an intelli- 
gent approach to his material. 


There’s much subtlety in his tunes. | 


He has a polished sense of satire 
and a mature delivery that’s order- 
built for eastsideries. Goes over 
excellently. 

Jack Arnold has been in this 
|room for some years. His act is so 
'familiar to patrons that they chime 
lin with assists. The waiters also 
'serve as comedy foils for Arnold. 
|His songs and stories provide an 
jentertaining session. All perform- 
,ers provide their own piano ac- 
, comps. Jose. 





Cocoanut Grove, L.A. 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, Aug. 22. 
Patricia Morison, Fontaines (3), 
Leighton Noble Orch (13); cover, 





| Latest in the list of name femme 
'thrushers to hold down the spot- 
‘light at the Ambassador hotel’s 
lobby-floor grotto is Patricia Mori- 
}son, who has come back to Holly- 
wood to give the locals an earful 
of what they missed when they let 
her drift out of films. Since the 


Rhumba Band, Arnold Bailey & 


“Hoop de Doo’ | 


' on, 


never becomes offen- | 


bits in which the femme member 
of the trio serves as understander. 
It’s a fast five minutes and gets 
the show off to a good start. 
Holdover in this layout is the 
Leighton Noble orch, which does a 
fine all-around job. Showbacking 
is on the beam and Noble uses a 
well-arranged library to maintain 
the tradition of good dancing which 
Grove patrons expect. Maestro oc- 
casionally steps to the mike for 
some vocalizing that goes over 
well, Kap. 





Blue Room, N. O. 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 
Hal McIntyre Orch (15); Josette 
& Walters, Tito Coral, Martin Bros., 
June Stuart, Frankie Lester, Mc- 
Intyres; minimum, $2.50. 


| 
| 
} 








| Warm-weather business in this 
'swank nocturnal rendezvous re- 
mains on a high plane. Current 


offering is diverting fare that has 
appeal for a variety of tastes and 
hits for hefty returns. 

a The Hal McIntyre musical crew 


well defined. 
not indulge in the urge to smother 
ja melody unde: fantastic arrange- | 
| ments. It attracts hoofers to the 
ifloor and keeps them there while 
the chow cools. Band’s renditions 
include a judicious admixture of 
|pop. favorites, pulsating Latin 
rhythms, medleys and tunes in the 
;romantic veir Maestro leads ag- 
| gregation on sax and emcees show 
capably. | 
Teeing off entertainment are 
June Stuart, attractive thrush, who 
has the voice to put a song over, 
and Frankie Lester, band vocalist. 
Lester gets an especially heavy re- 
sponse for his warbling of “Qld 
Man River.” The MclIntyres, choral 
group, net plenty of palm-pounding 
for a neat arrangement of “Dame” | 
from “South Pacific.” 
Tito Coral, Mexican baritone, has 
fine pipes and a cordiality that | 
wins the customers from his walk- 
He builds steadily with an | 
adroit mixture of romantic and be- | 
low-the-border favorites. The dark- | 
haired singer has vocal power, feel- | 
ing, fine shading and phrasing that | 
reveals his concert background. 
The Martin Bros. trot out a flock | 














| 


are deftly manipulated. Both ad-| 
ults and moppets at opening show 
got a kick out of the antics. 
Josette and Walters come here 
with little fanfare, but clinch a/| 
niche for themselves on their ini- 
tial performance. At the end of| 


the opening stanza the ballroom / ** 


team was in solid. Effectively | 
'garbed, the duo tees off with im- 
'pact in an imaginative routine. | 
They net plenty of applause from | 
|then on, with several effective 
| show pieces, all graceful and sure- 
\ly executed. Liuz. 


Venetian Room. 8S. F. 
(FAIRMONT HOTEL) 
Phil Silvers, Ernie Heckscher 
Orch; cover, $1.50, $2.50. 


The know-how which Phil Sil- 
vers has contrived in his musicom- 
edy and film chores shows up di- 
;mensionally in this plushy supper- 
|club stint, though (and to good ef- 
| fect ) his appeal is slanted to click 
iwith the middle-taste  ringsider | 
‘rather than the hep  show-wise 
trade-sampler. Sum total is that his 
‘patter and song stuff are well ac- 
‘cepted and drew a big hand at his 
begoff. 

Silvers’ compound of gags, mimi- 
/ery and tunes moves fast and with 








is a big versatile group with plenty |the accompaniment) 
‘of zest. The rhythms are crisp and | the house. 
and the band does | 


of fascinating puppets, all of which 


drifting process carried her into a/ Punch for nightspot consumption 
smash click in “Kiss Me, Kate” |and sits well with-the tonier check- 


for more months than the standard | Payers, even the broad hoke such 
studio pact has options, this book-|@S his byplay with orch leader 
ing must be considered in the na-| ‘Ernie Heckscher) in hypnosis rou- 


Golden, Reno 
Reno, Aug. 25. 
Bert Wheeler, Slate Bros., Stan 
|Kramer & Co., Dolly Kay, Sally 
Marlow Dancers (6), Dick Hyde 
Victor Vincent’s orch (7). 





Sticking. to his standard routine, 
Bert Wheeler gives a_ slapstick 
show with all the old tricks—inter- 
ruptions, big blonde, and the sand- 
wich he munches on throughout 
the show. The little guy has lost 


none of his naive humor, and he 
gets away with a lot of stuff that 
would brand any other comedian 
as risque. 

He comes on munching a sand- 
}wich and talks for 10 minutes in 
| that confidential manner. It’s not 
ithe rollicking laughter type, but 
rib-tickling, nevertheless. The Slate 
Bros, get laughs with their imita- 
tions and props, and their softshoe 
|dancing with Wheeler (Wheeler 
'sits down with a mike and sings 
brings down 





Wheeler is at his best when sin- 
gling. 

Stan Kramer Co. has a clever 
marionet show. He has a dozen dif- 
ferent skits, Betty Hutton, Bill Rob- 
inson, a magician; Andrews Sisters, 
and the topper is a drunk. Kra- 
mer’s assistants are his mother and 
father, and they do three or four 
numbers together, like “‘The Cake 
Walk” and the Andrews Sisters. 

The chorus here is the same line 
that filled in the Joaquin Garay- 
DeMarco Sisters show, and they 
have the same costumes and num- 
bers. Again, Dick Hyde as m.ec. 
sings the medley frqm “Annie Get 
Your Gun.” Hyde ‘still deserves a 
spot of his own. Card. 
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RUBY RING 


THE UTMOST IN 
ACROBATIC. DANCING 


Booked Solid 
Until Christmas 


Direction: 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
R.K.O. Bidg.. New York City 
JUdson 6-3345 














Pierre CARTIER 


Follies Bergeres, Montreal 
Ruby Foo’s, Montreal 
(Thanks Dick Henry) 


New Central House, Provincetown 


NOW (TILL SEPT. 12TH) 
Sheraton-Biltmore 
Providence 














ture of a triumphant homecoming. 
Miss Morison is a singer with a 


| 


Represented now by Henry Beckman 
Columbia Entertainment Bureau 
1697 Broadway, New York City 


tine which brings big guffaws. 
Opener is a howdy item dubbed 





ef? be. ‘ t< > 


fine, clear voice and she knows | “You've Got to Meet the People,” 
how to handle both the voice and| Which is a good ice-breaker and 
herself. She probably would be | Sets stand for “No Biz Like Show 
even more effective in a room more | Biz,” followed by tap stanza. As- 
intimate than the Grove with its|Sortment of impersonations, on 


900-plus seating capacity, but she | Satirical side, such as Pinza, stuffy | 
encounters no difficulties in hold- |S€pian singer and other characteri- | 
ing her audience. Her 30-minute |24tions, is sock laugh copy and is 


PIERRE CARTIER 
79-16 147th St., Flushing, N. Y. 
JAmaica 3-2143 





























The Theatres of the Stars 


so that she can effectively display 


stint is nicely gauged and routined | tewarded to hilt. 


Grant’s Riviera 


: : | 
Silvers is easy to listen to, wears 


ARCUS LO 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES ; 


LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 46th ST., N.Y. C. © JUdson 2-2000 


EE) TIIN asccons wonaae 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT s00kinc manacer 








of tunes from. “Granada” to “Be- | Concept of timing, and knows when 
witched.” |to quit an item and move on to 
Only weak spot appears to be | ext bit. Dinnerplate audience at- 


medley, the tune being slightly un- | test of his material and geniality 
suited to her particular style. Ar-|0" choosey Nob Hill, which has 
esting side, particularly one in | 4mes in recent times. 
which the “Third Man Theme’ | } 
serves as an intro for a Viennese Scher orch is tops. 


her vocal talents on a wide range | Well as routine emerges, shows top | 


her use of “Pigalle” in a Gallic tention was held throughout, a sure | 


Music support by Ernie Heck- | 
Ted 


rangements are kept on the inter- thumbed down some of the better. 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
(Duplicate Prizes Awarded In the Case of Tie) 


———$—$$—$$_—_—_——_ 
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number, and she earns a neat re- | 





sponse with an English musichall ° 
number. Opening night, she of-.| 
ered only two “‘Kate” tunes, “Wun- 
derbar” and “So in Love,” which 
served as fine opening and closing 
selections. More from the score of 
the hit musical wouldn’t be amiss. 

Show opener is the Fontaines, a 
ballroom balancing trio who keep 
the customers on the edge of their | 
seats with some deft stuff. Par- 
ticularly effective are a couple of 








SID KROFFT 
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NICOLLET HOTEL 
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“MARY McCARTY BOFF BISTRO BET...” 


— GARTEPY soe sare 2,10 


<2 
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“Mary McCarty got one of the “Mary McCarty promptly re- “Mary McCarty took over Ciro’s 
most sincere ovations at Ciro’s veals herself a boff bistro bet. lock, stock and barrel to score 
...She’s simply great. A Singing comedienne has an the most rousing aig: by a 
comedienne with sex, and easy manner and a smash de- pa eaes since Kay Thomp- 
dynamite as a singer.” livery that she parlays into HOLLYWOOD REPORTER. 
HARRISON CARROLL, riotous return in an all-too-fast ¥ acs , 
. : “Mary McCarty is terrific in 
L. A. Herald Express. biggest i elias Ciro’s—fresh, clever and using 
oe witneut ¥ ER . 5. « the brightest material to come 
with a breathtaking change of our way in a long time.” 
“Mary McCarty has attained pace.” LOUELLA PARSONS, 
i f owe iner. 
—— ri a + mc ide VARIETY Los Angeles Examiner 
ne. eee Oe “Talented Mary McCarty is a 
4 ing about her.” hit at Ciro’s.” 
FLORABEL MUIR, EDITH. GWYNNE, 
L. A. Mirror. N. Y. Herald Tribune. 
Booked through: 2 Personal Management: Special Material by: Press Representative: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY GLORIA SAFIER HERBERT BAKER KAY NORTON 
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RKO Sets Ist Roadshow of Season; 


Circuit's 10 Houses, 7 Weeks’ Time 


First important spurt of vaude 
activity for the fall has come with 
RKO’s casting of the first roadshow 





Cleveland and Boston are out be- 
cause of circuit’s difficulty in com- 
ing to terms with unions, but it’s 


Harris & Shore Hurt In 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 
Harris and Shore, comedy dance 
team, were injured in an automo- 
bile accident last week while driv- 
ing td Elko, Nev., where they were 





They had to cancel. 


Mishap, Cancel Date 


'to appear at the Commercial hotel. | 


















$350,000 Medicine 


Continued from page 43 


‘van, At each stop a parade is|Houston, where all winners will 
staged. There are two calliopes, a | compete for $1,000 prize. 

‘dozen clowns. The latter visit hos-| Show played Chattanooga Sun- 
\pitals and children’s homes. So do/|day (27) and moved to Nashville 


Show _ 





In each town ar- 


of .the year. Singer Helen Kane, expected that the situation will be 


their eyes open. 





rangements are made for both an 





the performers if they can see? ranger (28). 


Peggy Ryan & Ray McDonald, and | straightened out by the time the Show started in New Orleans, | outdoor and indoor playing spot. 


Lee Davis have 
pacted for the show, which tees off 
in Cincinnati, Sept. 14. 


Unit will have a varied cast un- 


til it hits Minneapolis, Nov. 5, after | 


which the show will be stabilized. 
Necessity of working with a 
changeable cast comes with the 
fact that certain acts have already 
played various towns along the 
route and RKO booker Danny 


already been | 


route ends. Syracuse and Roches-| 
| ter, on the schedule last season, 
| are also out for the initial part of 
| the tour. 

To compensate for the shorter 
route, RKO will attempt to book 
more roadshows. It’s currently 
hoped to send out another unit to 
start as soon as the first eight- 
acter winds up. 


Ex-Contestants Booked 


‘Miss America’ 


Atlantic City, Aug. 29. 
Bob Russell and Joe Frasetto 
have been signed as m.c. and or- 
| chestra conductor, respectively, for 
ithe 1951 “Miss America” pageant, 





iat Cramton Bowl, 





Friendly doesn’t want to repeat. 
The RKO roadshow circuit will 
be somewhat shorter than last 
year, but time may be added later 
in the year. This season, route 
will start with 10 houses for a total 
of seven weeks’ playing time. 


vic 
ADIO 


“Two Boys from Brazil’’ 


MOUNDS CLUB FILES 
DISSOLUTION PAPERS 


Columbus, O., Aug. 29. 


Mounds Club, Lake county gam- 
bling casino near Painesville, O., 
which for months has been the tar- 
get of state officials and liquor 
agents, Friday (25) filed papers 
with Attorney General Herbert S. 
Duffy formally dissolving its incor- 
poration. Duffy said this would 
close his case asking ouster of the 
club’s incorporation charter. 

The attorney general filed the 
ouster suit some weeks ago as a 
climax to a long campaign by the 
state to close down the flossy gam- 
ing club. 


Edwards Gives Up 
Agenting, Back to Terps 


Eddie Edwards has given up 
agenting with Leonard Green office, 
N. Y., to return to terping as part 
of the dance team of Edwards & | 
Diane. Edwards who played his 
first “comeback” theatre date at 
the Palace, N. Y., last week, gave 
up -ate-digging because the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists told 
him that he couldn't do both. 

Edwards felt that he didn’t want 
to miss the revenue of the week- 
end club dates. 











Currently: 
FRANKIE LAINE SHOW 
Radio City Thea., 
Minneapolis 





Sept. Ist: 


RIVERSIDE THEATRE, 
Milwaukee 


Sept. 14th to 27th: 
Return Engagement 


THUNDERBIRD HOTEL, 
Las Vegas 


Exclusive Management 
Ray Jean 
MELBACK and DAVIS 


New York office 
48 W. 48th Sr. 





Cafe Paris, London, 


Resumes After 12 Years 
London, Aug. 29. 
The Cafe De Paris last night 
(Mon.) resumed operations with 
topline cafe talent after 12 years. 
Kay Thompson drew an elite ca- 
pacity crowd and scored heavily. 
_. Miss Thompson probably will 
hold over beyond her four-week 
contract. 


Fair Sets Berle, Raye 


Albany, Aug. 29. 
Gov. Thomas E. Dewey has pro- 


Minneapolis, Minn. 
1303 Yale Place 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


ut\s FUN-MASTER | 


GLASON’S 

THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ | 

@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each e |) 

oa in Sequence Only) 

SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 

BIG SPECIAL—ALL 35 FILES FOR 
ONLY $25 








Week,” urging New York Staters 
to attend the exposition at Syra- 
, cuse. 

Milton Berle and Martha Raye 
will head the entertainers. 


MCA Pacts Belafonte 


Harry Belafonte, Negro vocalist, 
has been signed by Music Corp. 
‘of America. 
handled by the Gale Agency. 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 @ 
—all 3 diff. Books for $20— 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
e@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk $25 @ 
—all 4 diff. Vols. for $85— 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 
NO C.0O.D.’S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. V 




















COMEDY ROUTINES 
and BURLESQUE 
Volume |! 


— 2 Twelve-Min, Comedy Routines — 

— | Two-Hour Gag-Packed Satire — 

SENSATIONAL OFFER UNLY $3 
A. GUY VISK 


WRITING ENTERPRISES 
12 Liberty Street, Troy, N. Y. 


Kid, incidentally, got his break via 


“By Popular Demand,” where he 
/copped top honors four weeks run- 
ning. 











| which will begin here next Tues- 


' 


day (5). It will be Russell’s 10th 
year as the pageant emcee. 

In addition, Lenore Slaughter, 
executive director of the annual 
beauty contest, announced that a 
former “Miss America” and three 
of last year’s contestants will be | 
among the featured talent during 
the four judging sessions in Con- | 
vention Hall. BeBe Shopp, “Miss | 
America” of 1948, will return to 
play her vibra-harp between the | 
periods of judging on the three 
preliminary nights and during Sat- 
urday’s finals. Miss Shopp was} 
similarly featured in last year’s | 
show. 

Phyllis Kessler, “‘Miss Wiscon- | 


sin,” 1949, will be seen again in 
her baton-twirling specialty; 
Shirley Hargiss, “Miss Kansas,” | 


where it played to 20,000. Next | Rooney is scheduled to quit show 


stop was Jacksonville, Miss., where |in Houston and go to Mexico City 


To Entertain at AC. 'they did two shows to separate |to make a picture, “The Kid of 


audiences numbering 11,000 each | Mexico,” for Eagle Lion. 
in the baseball park. 
(23) 


Austin and Dallas have been 
added to the itinerary and it’s pos- 
sible more dates will be booked on 
present tour. Former city will be 
played Sept. 6, while latter stand 
will be played a day latter. Chico 
Marx will be added for the Hous- 
iton performance, while George 
Burns and Gracie Allen, and Car- 
men Miranda will replace Rooney 
in Dallas. Negotiation are cur- 
rently being carried on to get Bob 
Burns to also appear on the Dallas 
bill. Talent lineup for Austin has 
not yet been completed. Sid Ep- 
stein of the William Morris agency 
in Chi, is lining up the dates. 


REX 


RAMER 


Wednesday | 
night they played to 23,000. 
Montgomery, 
field. Following 
night (24) two more shows were 
given at State Fair Grounds in 
Birmingham to pair of audiences 
that totalled 26,000. Friday (25) 
night rain helc the Macon, Ga., 
crowd at Porter Stadium down to 
16,000. 

The admission price is one Hada- 
col boxtop. 

A beauty show is held in each 
town visited. Winner gets $250 
and travels with troupe as far as 


Ala., football 





} 


Crabbe Due Back for U.S. | 
Tour in Nov. Via Glaser 


Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking 
Corp. has taken over bookings of 
Buster Crabbe’s “Aqua Parade of 
1950.” Unit is currently touring 
Europe and is slated to return to 
the U. S. Nov. 18. 

Outfit may play some dates for 











Singer was formerly | 


Johnny Dorelli, 3-year-old vocal- | 
ist, has also been inked by MCA. | 


the Robert Alda tele-talent show, | 


| 1949, will play piane and sing, and 


| sota,” 1949, will violin. 
Mary Hamilton, of Egg Harbor, 


Gloria Burkhardt, “Miss Minne- 


N. J., will piano during the pageant 
contests. 


This will be the second year that | 


former contestants have been re- 
turned as entertainers instead of 
professional acts. 

The new beauty queen will be 
“Miss America” of 1951, instead of 
1950, following a change by the 
pageant board of directors, who 
felt that since the titleholder wears 
the crown longer during the year 
following the pageant, the 1950 
title should be skipped “in the in- 
terests of progress.” 

Twenty-two floats 
| readied for Tuesday’s Boardwalk 


| parade, the opening event of the | 


pageant. This is the largest num- 
ber since the end of the war. The 
| pageant ends Saturday night (9) 
| following crowning of the new 
| Queen on the Convention Hali 
| stage. The current “Miss Amer- 
| ica,” Mrs. Jacque Mercer Woods, 
| will be on hand to turn over her 
, crown, scepter and robes to the 
new winner, 


Vaude, Cafe Dates 














|tion Wednesday (6) with bill com- 


claimed Sept. 2-9 as “State Fair’ prising Michael Brown, 4 Lads, 
‘Shirl Canway, Deuces Wild, Nor-| 


man Paris Trio and Julius Monk 
|... Jay Marshall tapped for Brown 


hotel, Louisville, Sept. 8... Amaz-| 
‘ing Mr. Ballantine into Roxy thea-| don. Following day saw screenings 


‘tre following bill with the N. Y. 
| Philharmonic Orch . .. The Albins 
added to Michael Todd’s ‘‘Peep 
Show” ... Valaida Snow set for 
two weeks at the Suburban res- 
taurant, Brooklyn, Sept’ 6. 

Marilyn Maxwell set for a week 
at the Capitol, N. Y., starting Oct. 
6... Lou Holtz does a fortnighter 
at the Bellerive Hotel, Kansas City, 
starting Friday (1)... Billie Holi- 
day opened last night (28) at the 
Tops, San Diego, for one-weeker 
. .. Sugar Chile Robinson making 
short at UI... Hal Schaefer pen- 
‘ning special material 





ROLLIE and BONNIE 


PICKERT 


currently appearing 


PARAMOUNT, New York 


Direction: M.C.A. 


(5) at Desert Inn, Las Vegas. 





have eae | 


Le Ruban Bleu resumes opera- 


for Gloria) 
DeHaven, who opens next Tuesday 


,the Arena Managers Assn. upon 














| its return to this country. Currently: 
= BARNES & CARRUTHERS 
. FAIRS 
Tourists Shun es 8 
ams Continued from page 2 EDDIE ELKORT: 








| Taylor, Barbara Stanwyck, Mervyn | 
| LeRoy, Henry Henigson and Mor- 
| gan Hudgins came up from Metro’s | 
| “Quo Vadis” troupe, now shooting 
| in Rome. Also on hand were Maria | 
| Montez, Jean Simmons and a num- | 
| ber of foreign film industry per- 
| sonalities and diplomatic officials. 
Features are playing to full houses 
| at a $2.50 tab, with some scalping 
reported upping the fee to $15. 


Lew & Leslie Grade, Ltd., Ine. 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, N. Y. 

















Antibes Festival 
Antibes, Aug. 29. 

Festival of Films at Antibes, 
| after having been almost delayed 
a week, finally was launched here 
| Aug. 20 with the showing of several 
Charlie Chaplin oldies, including 
“The Kid” and “Circus.” Festival 
differs from other European film 
affairs in that it is not competitive 
and does not attempt to preview 
films which will be presented later 
on the commercial market. Instead, 
it is devoted to the top productions 
of the silent era and more recent 
pictures which have contributed 
new techniques to the industry. | 
Also featured are pictures which, | 
because of advanced ideas, have. 
been limited in their showings. 





PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


DU QUOIN 
ANNUAL FAIR 


SITUATION 


Enterprising young man. Travelled 
two years Skating Vanities. United 
States, Europe, secretary fo pro- 
ducer; leaving own volition. Highly 

















Thus, a group of Mack Sennett | recommended. Seeks responsible 
|productions held the spotlight | Man Friday position, capable 
Saturday (26), ranging from those |] stenographer. 


he produced in 1911 to “Long 
Pants,” which starred Harry Lang- 





Sid Malamut 


c ‘o Skating Vanities 
General Motors Building 
1775 Broadway, New York 
Suite 608 


of “Life of Emile Zola.” “The 
Dreyfus Affair’ and “Exodus,” 
| while John Huston was honored 
| with screenings of several of his | 
| features and documentaries. Fete | 
| will continue through Sept. 13, 
| with special “days” devoted to! 
works of the English industry, the 
| Soviets and Japanese, as well as 
| special tributes to D. W. Griffith, 
Warner Bros. and Erich von 
Strohrim. Final week will feature | 
; documentaries of Robert Flaherty, | 
|Paul Strand and Eisenstein. — | 














ALWAYS WORKING 


“WHITEY” ROBERTS 


Last week Cumberland, Md., Fair 
Now Flemington, N. J., Fair 
Sept. 4 to 9 N.B.C. T.V., Wash., D. Cc. 
Sept. 9 to 16 Brockton, Mass., Fair 
Wouldn’t it be funny if they caught 
me laying off and they offered me the 
Palace? 
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‘Crawling Speed’ 








FRABELL and 





——aee Continued from page 1 Sanam 


turers of a home recording ma- 
chine. Company is gearing for the 
production of talking books, in- 
cluding the Bible, on 10-inch 
vinylite disks which can go for two 
hours apiece. Institutions for blind 
persons are interested in the idea. 
Production of music on such disks, 


falls off at such slow speeds. 
Wagner-Nichols settled on the 
14 rpm speed because of its simple 


tables. When the Columbia micro- 
verter machine, originally designed 
to bring 78 rpm turntables down 
to the 33 rpm speed, is placed over 
a 33 rpm turntable, the new speed 
is obtained, 











however, is remote, since fidelity 


conversion fram the 33 rpm turn- | 


CORRY 


“TRICKSTERS ON THE WIRE”’ 
JUST CONCLUDED 


| PALACE, New York 


| _ Thanks to DAN FRIENDLY 


Personal Management: WILLIAM DELL 
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1950-Style Medicine Show Headed 
By Boswell-Rooney; Boxtop Admish 


Hadacol Caravan (and crew expertly turn out the | ©"¢es, he pointed out. 
New Orleans, Aug. 26. Stuff that has made them jukebox Star speaks with considerable 
Connee Boswell, Mickey Rooney, | faves, including “Wabash Cannon | authority on the matter as he ad- 
Roy Acuff & Smoky Mountain Boys, | Ball” and “Hillbilly Fever.” | mitted he was instrumental in in- 
Minnie Pearl, Dorothy Dorben’s| _ The eye-arresting Dorothy Dor- | troducing live audiences to net- 


VARIETY 


Staieeatiaahiaiiinebaneend 
| 


| Cantor on Vv 


Continued from page 2 ===" 


they could work effectively with- 
| Out the yocks of in-the-flesh audi- 
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VARIETY BILLS| 
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Numerals In connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 
Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) independent; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (TL, Tivoli; (W) Warner; 
(WR) Walter Reade 























land, Gene Meyers’ Caravan Orch 
(18). 


bowed before 17,000 persons here 
in City Park Stadium, is actually a 
bigtime medicine show. It is spon- 
sored by State Senator Dudley Le- 
Blane of Louisiana, who manufac- 
tures Hadacol hair tonic, and pres- 
entation here is first stop on a tour 
of 15 cities it seven southern 
states. It’s a mammoth affair, with 
a great variety of topflight acts 
headed by Connee Boswell, war- 
bler and showstopper (she’s a na- 
tive of New Orleans, and making 
her first appearance in years be- 
fore the home town folks), and 
Mickey Rooney. 

Rooney takes over as emcee for 
a time and grabs a good share of 
the plaudits with his singing, jokes 


side” and in “Dance of the Flow- 
ers,” a really high-caliber dance 


‘ictal /Choral group. 
This talent-studded show, which | 


Frakson tosses in legerdemain, 
making a radio disappear in thin 
air, grabs cigarets out of ‘the air, 
etc. The crowd ate it up. 

Buglin’ Sam DeKemel, who plays 
hot jazz on an old bugie, gave the 
“Hedacol” Caravan a hot sendoff 
after Mayor DeLesseps Morrison 
welcomed the show to the city and 
made Senator LeBlanc “an honor- 
ary citizen.” Anita Martell, British 
comedienne, comic juggler, clicks, 
as does Emile Parra, 
over from Rooney as show emcee. 
His singing anc eccentric dancing 
draw big returns. Ann Maucelle’s 
fast acrobatic turns get whistles 
for more. Germaine LeBlanc, Cana- 
dian soprano, isn’t in her element, 
but displays nice pipes in a couple 


who takes | 


with the proviso it would neither 
laugh nor applaud. Ban was 
broken shortly when the group in- 
voluntarily erupted into teehees 
during a Cantor-Jimmy Wallington 
skit imitating two lady truck 
drivers. 

Such audience reaction was un- 
heard of in those days of radio and 
Cantor said he expected to get 
chewed out soundly by the J. Wal- 
ter Thompson man handling the 
show. But the agency thought it 
was wonderful—so the _ studio 
audience era bowed in. 

Incidentally, Cantor said 
show’s Crossley never again at- 
tained the same peak. 

NBC’s Chi-originated 
Sherman Show” 
tele case in point. Show originally 
started with no live audience per- 


“Ransom 


the | 


was cited as a/| 


Rosita Serrano 
Music Hall (i) 
Glenn Burriss 
George Dyer 
G & F Szony 
Jessica Halst 
Nonchalants 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Sym Orc 
Palace (R) 
Spider Bruce 
Watson Sis 
Bud & C Robinson 
Wally Vernon 
Bernie George 
Ralph & Lorraine 
(2 to fill 
Paramount (P) 30 
C Cavallaro Ore 
Jean Carroll 
4 Evans 
Alan Dale with 
Sapphires 
Roxy (1) 1 
| Philharmonic-Sym- 
| phony Ore 
Eileen Farrell 
Strand (W) 1 


31 


31 





|} Louis 


Paul ‘Hucklebuck 
Wilson Bd 
Shorty Johnson 
Chubby Newsome 
Dusty Fletcher 
T & M Conine 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (R) 31 
Prima Ore 
George De Ritt 
Ryan & R McDonald 
LYNN 
Paramount (P) 
1 only 
Asylum of 
I 


M 
Olympia (P) 30 


| Refredy 


| Asylum 


Anthony, Allyn & H 


Patrice Wymore 
Paul Winchell 
Gordon MacRae 


Celia Cabot 

Johnny Coy 

Bob Eberly 

Johnny Morgan 

NO. CAMBRIDGE 
Harvard (P) 4 only 


Asylum of Horrors | 


PAWTUCKET 
Strand (P) 30 only 
of Horrors 

PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (W) 1 
Louis Armstrong Or 
Sarah Vaughan 


Horrors 
4 | 


Stump & Stumpy 


| Elizabeth & Collins 


Les Romanos 
| Palladium T Girls 
| Skyrockets Orch 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome ‘S) 28 
| Rose Murphy 
| Vancouber 
| Canfield Smith 
Max Bacon 
Steve Conway 
Banner Forbutt 
Alan Kay & Gloria 
Rex & Bessie 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 28 
Godfrey & Kerby 
Len Young 
4 Doumers 
Mandos Sis 
Curzon 3 
Carroll Levis Co 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (i) 28 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 28 
Barclay Sis 
Anne Shelton 
Pierre Bel 
Binnie Hale 
| Dick Henderson 


H Mooney & V King 


Boys Bd 


| Johnny 


aree Girls, Frakson, Buglin’ den line fron Chicago's iw i i 

ches ai pl yet igg + ese: gr Fe 4 nd gy Chez work radio. He told how back in| new Yor ciTY | Fontanne Sis | Palladium (M) 28 | Leon Cortez 

Sam mel, ell, a-|. ’ S1S- & COS-| 1931 when he was broadcasting on Capito! (L) 31 Bobby Van | Lena Horne | Sid Plummer 
rie Germaine LeBlanc, Emile Par-|'umes, are spotted in several elab-| NBC for Chase & Sanborn, he| Nore Morales Ore | Wayne Marlin 3 | Billy Cotton Bad | Bill Kerr 
: Laer Look. Ann M le.| orate production numbers. bei F - . My | Hal Le Roy Regal (P) 1 Harvey Stone | Medlock & Marlowe 
. ra, Larry gan, 4# aucele, |" a. ao om » being | agreed to permit a studio audience | phil Foster Toni Harper Bernard Mile | Ogio 
Sharkey and His Kings of Dizie-| especially fetching in “By the Sea- | Larry Darnell “stut r 

| 


Mary Priestman 
Kizma & Karen 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (1) 28 
Tex McLeod 
Harold Walden 
Vera Cody 
Cherokees 
Boots Gibson 
Ottawa Henry 
Bunkhouse Boys 


Texas Cowgirls 


SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 28 
Suma Lamonte 
George Mitchell 
Patterson & Jacks’S 
La Celeste 
Jack Waison 
Leslie Sarony 
lke Freedman 


McDonald & Grah'm 


SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 28 
5 Smith Bros 
Scott & Foster 
Morris & Cowley 
2 Cromwells 
Lawson 3 
D & D Lupino 


| Yale & Diane 


Martyn & Cooke 





and impersonations of pix celebri- of arias. Larry Logan, harmonica i i Florian Zabach Mantan Moreland Aptagg WALTHAMSTOW 
and c ut ph cal Hi irt 2 cr gan, mitted in the Studebaker theatre. | Apoito () 1 aaah | Archie Elray rd hag tae 4 
tie S, an cu ing up in genera - 4 e Vir uoso, nabds C eers. Then, on orders from N. : the | Billy Eckstine SOMMERVILLE 3 Jokers ON Phe: Teemnas 
even takes ove’ as drummer with! Sharkey and his jazzmen have curious were invited to drop in. | Dizzy Gillespie Ore | Strand (P) 2 only PORTSMOUTH ae Coaky r . 
Sharkey and his Dixieland crew. ‘the huge stadium -jumping with| pit they were asked not to ap- | Fert? Bree Re Se ere | hives Bore Brewster & Letings 
Miss Boswell’s singing is socko, |their Dixieland, highlighting such |) j44q Request was soon forgotten . on hee ae Capitol (L) 31 af a 
\ netting heavy palm-pounding with tunes as “High Society” and “When vith th at It that tt} home audi- | Pigmeat Markham | Going Native CANADA 
such numbers as “When You're the Saints Go Marchin’ In.” Sup-| ¥!¥ “0 gg itis — th . CAMBRIDGE = Local Talent 
Smilin’,” “St. Louis Woman” and porting the various acts capably is ©Mce Degin writing in they were) central sq. (P) | Ravens East Hampton Seereer, & Reever 
others. She plays and sings “Piano an 18-piece stage band under the Missing some of Sherman's lines. 3 only | Calvin Boze Bd Granada (1) 28 =| Toy Yat Mar 
rm ; Asylum of Horrors | Ruth Brown Donald B Stuart Doryce Drew 
Roll Blues” as encore and has to baton of Gene Meyers. _.. | Cantor pointed out that the so-| CHELSEA |Apus & Estrellita | Harvards |Kay & Aldrich 
beg off. | Everything about the show is big- | called “spread” made necessary on} Olympia (P) 3 only | Harold King Campbell & Rog’rs’n | 4 Day Dreamers 
. i i c | , ° Asylum of orrors . ; ran son anda rmé 
Folk song fans get their share scale. Searchlights comb the sky,| AM shows te make reom for the| thin Washingtonians Orc | peading & Grantley | Jack Waller 
of entertainment, too, for Roy/|fireworks burst noisily, a calliope | down-front applause is particularly! ¢nicage (P) 1 Stedium (P) 31 cote | MONTREAL Pig eat s 
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Acuff and his Mountain Boys and, piays, and the entertainment is | deadening in video for the parlor | Victor Borge Asylum of Horrors | shelnt Gece 18 win Gikienee Cee 
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“Cousin” Minnie Pearl, the rural aimed at pleasing everybody. 


comedienne, on hand for one of 
their “Grand Ole Opry” sessions. 


Price of admission is a boxtop 
from a bottle of Hadacol, manufac- 


Minnie Pearl's country humor tured by LeBlanc at Lafayette, La. 
brings heavy yocks, while Acuff Liuz. 








New Acts 








EVELYN MAROVA 
Dancing 
7 Mins. 
Carousel, Pitt 
Since ballet has liberally filtered 


smoothly mixing musical unusuali- 
ties with pantomine. Lynn never 
speaks; Margot does so only brief- 
ly, with a noticeable accent. He 
stands on a chair for several of 


into the theatres, there’s no reason | the comedy bits; one with a make- 
why there shouldn't be a place for | shift bagpipe (hot water bottle in- 


it in the cafes, too. Miss Marova 


cluded) particularly caught the 


should help stress the vogue. She’s fancy of a very responsive audi- 
a tall, sexy-looking brunet with a ence. 

pair ef pins that are not only good 
to look at but exciting to watch in| should be liked in many houses, 
what she does on them. Her toe! although sixth slotting is pretty | musical comedies. 


work is slick and showy, and she far down. 


manages to give out with a slight 
taste of the classic forms while still 
keeping the act well within the 
mass groove. Miss Marova’s pirou- 
ettes are done with a flair, and she 
turns out as many as 20 of them at 
one time, which is great audience 
stuff. 


Gal does three numbers and 


| 


|S 


builds them smartly for pyramid- | 


ding returns. 


two numbers. Although the Vien- | 1 i 
nese accent is attractive, dancer's through hanging closely to mike. 
so much out of breath that some This causes spots of blasting. And 
of the illusion she has created gets mike is raised so high that lower 


lost. ; : 
A cinch in class cafes, 
rooms and theatres, Miss Marova, 


purposes, looks like the goods. 
Cohen, 





PATTI THOMAS & FRESH- 
MEN (2) 

Dance 

8 Mins.; Two 

Palace, N. Y. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Duo took three bows. They 


Jaco. 





LINDA FRANCIS 


Colonial, Albany 


Attractive brunet, spotted fourth | 


on a fine opening bill, alternates 


between bouncies and ballads at. 
final evening show. For a girl of | 
Only mistake she | her stature, Miss Francis displays | 


be introducing her last a sizeable volume, which she mis- | 
akes is in & to over-loudness 


takenly builds 


part of singer’s face is not always 


hotel | visible. 


'dialers. With the high costs of the 
/younger medium, home _ viewers 
'and sponsor are entitled to a full 
| half-hour of entertainment and not 
|26 minutes of production padded 
|out with studio hysterics, he de- 
| clared. 

“It’s reached the stage where 
|50% of the radio studio audience 
doesn’t know why it’s laughing,” 
he said. 


Cantor also disclosed that he | 


BRITAIN 

ASTON 2 Aret | 
| Hippodrome (1) 28 Hippodrome (S) 28 
| Eddie Lee | Allan Jones 
| Johnny Downes | Ernest Arnley & G 
| Joey Hopkinson Cookes Pony Rev 
| Eddie Arnold Hackford & Doyle 
| Billy Barr Tattersall & Jerry 


| Dump Harris & Stan 
| P i 


atricia Leigh 
Monty Marvin 
Bennett O’Loghlan 
DeVere Lovlies 

BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 28 
Issy Bonn 


| 
| 
| 
i 


| 


| plans to carry his tele show pretty 
'much on his own shoulders, work- 
|ing only with a few supporting 
| players. “After all, Colgate and 


NBC aren’t paying me this heavy | 
| coin to be a straight man for some | 


guest star,” he argued. 


He said his first show would be 
built around skits from his pix and 











Jap ‘Attack’ 























Continued from page 1 


son Welles’ “Men From Mars” 
broadcast over a decade ago. 

An official of WDSU-TV, which 
presented the show, said it was a 
horse opera in which one sequence 
called for the Pearl Harbor allusion. 
He said that anyone who had 


viewed the picture from the begin- | 


ning must have been aware it was 
part of the script. 


Miss Francis possesses a throaty 
who recently changed her name quality that registers nicely in I 
from Evelyn Marr for professional Want To Be Loved and “Jealousy 


| (closer, for which she announces a 


special arrangement). She opens 
with a fast-tempo selection, then a 
slow one, both rendered with im- 
pact. A South American number, 
used for an encore, 
down. 


Miss Francis shoul. have pos- | 


Patti Thomas and the Freshmen | sibilities when more style is de- 
impress as a good dance turn for | veloped. Tastefully dressed in a 


most visual situations. 


Team, com- 


white strapless gown and matching 


prising a girl and two boys, have arm gloves, she is demure and in- 


a seri arps of which a_ gyratiating. 
Bangg, BK Pg “eho hula house where songstresses seldom 


tap interpretation of 
gives a solid curtain. 
Work has a high degree of 
Originality, and _ there's 


Took two bows in a 





freshness to warrant attention of Songs, Comedy 


the well-paying situations. Jose. 


LYNN & MARGOT 
Musical Novelty 

9 Mins.; Full 
Colonial, Albany 





English couple, on this side only comedy. 
briefly, offer a fast-moving musical nesses in each 


novelty, with comedy. 


| 
| 


draw whistles. Jaco. 
enough ROMANO & CUZZINS 
|9 Mins.; One 
| Palace, N. Y. 
Romano & Cuzzins have the 


basis of a workable turn but fail 
to impress with their potential on 
this engagement. It’s a song and 
duo with glaring weak- 
department. 

Duo could get by with better 


Man is dressed and works in the impact on their singing since ~— 
musie hall style, prop mustache, ,|comedics impress as being of the 


odd clothes, bizarre shoes (used in| parlor variety, ¢ / 
and lapel-| on the facial grimaces of one oO 


one spot for music) 


pocket dusting brush. His partner | the pair. 


sticks to straight music effects for 
the most part. She plays an xylo- 
phone or marimba, accordion and 
a string instrument. He uses a 


| 
| 
| 


| 


depending mainly 


Jose, 





FRABELL & COREY 
Tight Wire 
7 Mins., Full 


series of horn and pipe instruments | Palace, N. Y. 


(long and short) a bag pipe and— 
at the end—a tire pump. 
Act works at a brisk tempo, 


Frabell & Corey impress as hav- 
ing been around for some time. 
They are tight-wire workers essay- 


lets the act. 


Cincy Escapes Scare 
“We, the People” script sched- 
uled for Friday (25) on NBC dealt 


with the hypothetical atom-bomb- | 
ing of Cincinnati, with the wiping | 


'out of almost all of its 800,000 pop- 
ulation. As originally planned, 
/ broadcast would have used actual 
names of streets, 
tories destroyed such as Procter & 
Gamble and other details of the 
imaginary blast. 


ever, felt that the airer might have 
resulted in another Orson Welles’ 
“Martian invasion” panic, despite 
the introductory disclaimer that it 
was merely a fictional portrayal. 
Script was therefore altered to re- 
move the specific references to 
Ciney and toned down to avoid 
another catastrophe scare. 


However, a few hours before the 
broadcast, the sponsor, Gulf, 
yanked the script in toto and sub- 
stituted an adoption of its video 
counterpart, which was on woman’s 
suffrage. 





ing a turn with precision and 
tricks that bring the desired quota 
of applause. 

| The duo perform many of the 
standard tricks. In addition, they 
display some terping on the line 
|that assures them a solid sendoff. 
| Jose. 


names of fac- | 


Web’s program department, how- , 


Bonn-A-Chords 
6 Sweet Notes 
V & T Elliott 
Len Clifford & F 
Maurice & May 
Patricia & Rudy 
BLACKPOOL 
Grand (i) 28 
| Josef Locke 
J Radcliffe Co 
Francis & Gray 
Joan Stuart 
Annettes Ladies 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Larry Drew 
Opera House (i) 28 
Tessie O’Shea 
Nat Jackley 
| Jerry Desmonde 
Terry Thomas 
Ben Yost Guards 
5- Olanders 
Sheila Mathews 
Maureen Sims 
Tiller Girls 
Palace (i) 28 
| Norman Evans 
Gray & Austin 
F & P King 
| Senor Carlos 
Bil & Bil 
3 Cordelis 
Maple Leaf 4 
John Tiller Girls 


Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co 
Ernie’s Sealions 
Gilbert Houcke 
Pierre Alizes 
Jacques & Maryse 
7 Ashtons 
Roberto Chiesa Co 
3 Peters 
Baudy’s Animals 
| Knie’s Horses 
3 Goetachis 
Dorchesters 
Laconas 
Jimmy Scott 
Annettes 
Circusettes 
Balcombes 


Pavilion (i) 28 
Jimmy Edwards 
Joy Nichols 
Dick Bentley 
Costello Twins 
Nino Wonder Dog 
St Clair & Day 
'3 Bassi 
| Peter Grant 

Patricia Hartley 
Bobby Beaumont 
BOSCOMBE 


Hippodrdome (1) 28 


Billy Whitaker 

Mimi Law 

B & M Clayton 

C Fairweather 

Phil Lester 

Pat Hagen 

Sonny Hughes 

Elizabeth Parsons 

Eric Marsh 

Diddle Diddle 

Debs 

Terry’s Juveniles - 
BRADFORD 

Hippodrome (M) 

2 Berty Borrest 


Jimmy James Co 
2 Marchants 
Roger Smith 
Walter Jackson 
Bartlett & Massey 
BRISTOL 
Empire (i) 28 
Jimmy Gay 
Johnnie Carlton 
| Margi Morris 
Eddie Stacey 
Johnnie Marsh 
Ann Gaynor 
| Bertie Sellers 


2 Valors 
| Eva May Wong 
| Linda & Lana 
CARDIFF 
| New (S) 28 


Cheerful C Chester 


| Fred Ferrari 

| Arthur Haynes 
Edwina Carol 
Len Marten 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Old Roumanian 
Sadie Ranks 
Olive White 
Althea : 
Christine Scoville 











Birdianae q 
| Charlie Parker 
| Dizzy Gillespie 
| Coleman Hawkins 


Tower Circus (1) 28 


WINTER GARDEN 


28 
B Reid & D Squires | 





| 





Krazy 


Ken Morris 

Boliana Ivanko 4 

Marriott & Wenman 

5 Brahims 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 28 

Hal Monty 

Johnny Denis Co 

Venue 

Rosemary Andree 

Flack & Lucas 

Margerita & Charles 


Grand (S) 28 
Vera Lynn 
Scott Sanders 
North & Stoyle 
3 LeRoys 
Cottrell Bros & M 
Freda Wyn 
Charles Hague 
Slim Rhyder 
EAST HAMPTCN 
Palace (1) 28 
Dorothy Ward 
Harry Secombe 
Fayne & Evans 
Harmaniacs 
Percy Rich & Eva 
Komedy 
Kirks bd 
Windsorettes 


| Grace Mars 
| Syd Jackson 
FINSBURY PARK 


Empire (M) 28 


| Kemble Bros 


Monte Rey 


| Bernard Miles 





Kiwardos 
Semprini 
David Poole 
Peggy Cavell 
Veronica Martell 
Tommy Fields 
P & M Honri 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 28 
Eddie Reindeer 
Delta Khythm Boys 
Gloria & Splendid 
Squadronaires 
Charles Warren & J 
Frances Duncan 
Dey Dey & Dey 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 28 
Eltham & Sharpe 
Marianne 
Margit Kollar 


| Merry 3 


Magyar Ballet 
D & S Siephens 
LEED 

Empire (M) 28 

A J Powers 

Nicholas Bros 

Allen & Lee 

Radio Revellers 


| Morecambe & Wise 


ivor B Keys 
Don Philippe & M 


| 2 Colombus 
Madge hent 


LEICESTER 

Palace (S) 28 
Mischa Auer 
Janet Brown 
Johnson Clark 
Shires & Tylee 


| Moran & Elof 


Nixon & Dixon 


| Desmond Ellis 


B & R Kema 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 28 

Big Bill Campbell 


| Lance King 


Senorita Valeska 
5 Mighty Mohawks 


| Sioux Dakotas 


| Crosbie 
Lo 


DON 


& Brennan | 
N 


Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Baby Hines 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Ellis Larkin 3 

Bop City 
| Gene Krupa Ore 





Cafe Society 
| Gigi Durston 
| Will Jordan 
Cliff Jackson 
Stuff Smith 
Copacandans 
Betty Reilly 
Bill Russell 
Gilbert & Miller 
M Durso Ore 
R & A Farrell 
Harrison & Kay 
Peter Hanley 
F. Alvares Ore 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Walter Dare Wahl 
W CC Handy 

| Billy Banks 

| Gloria LeRoy , 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Chie Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
I'rank Evans 
Tommy King 
Harry Meehan 

| Billy Banks 
Harry Armstrong 


El Chico 


Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D Alonso Ore 


Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Nola Pardi 
Jean March 
Wayne Thompson 
Bourbon & Bayne 
Irma Henriquez 
Al Wallis 
Geraldine & Joe 


Little Cub 
Ernie Warren Orc 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Paul Gavert 
Carolyn Maye 
Jimmy Lee 
Christine Barrett 


Hazel Webster 


Blackhawk 


“Roaring Twenties’ 


Mimi Kelly 
Joel Friend 
Ray Hyson 
Margaret Banks 
Jesse Elliot 
| Ray Arnett 
Bobo Lewis 
| Bobby Barry 
Henry 
Chez faree 
Jackie Miles 
Chandra Kaly 
Alice Tyrell 
Dick Winslow 
Cee Davidson Ore 
Harper Flaherty 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Skating Bivdears 
Mary A Fitzgerald 
Phyllis Miles 
Maxwells (2) 
Frank Masters Ore 
Paimer House 
| Evelyn Knight 


Downey & Fonville 


Brandon Orc | 


Alverda 
Marsha Stevens 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 

Park Ave 
Scotty Graham 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 


Hotel Astor 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
| Sydney Ross 
Harold Nage!) Ore 


Hotel Edison 
Harry Ranch Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Charlie Peterson 
Rookies 
Jean Arlen 
B. Pennington 
Arthur Johnson 

Hotel Plaza 
Bob Grant Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 
M Bergere 
Emery Deutsch 


Motel Roosevelt 
| Teddy Powell Ore 
Sidney Kassimir 8 
Hotel Statier 
Jan Garber Ore 


Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


Latin Quarter 
Alan Carney 
Mons. Choppy 
Marvellos 
Gloria Gilbert 
Ralph Young 
Naaman Ders 
Art Waner Ore 

Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 

Riviere 

Billy Daniels 
Buddy Hackett 
Jack Cole Ders 
| Pat Terry 
| Arden Line 
| Walter Nye Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Versailies 
Bernice Parks 
Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Garn 
Gerry Fitzgerald 
Tex Fletcher 
| Freda Wing 
4 Some 
David Blight 

Waldorf-Astoria 
Fran Warren 
Dick Contino 
Griff Williams Ore 








CHICAGO 


Helstngs 
Georgie Gobel 
| Javne Walton 
Biliy Chandler Ore 


| H Edgewarer Beach 
| Jimmy Nelson 
Darkens 

D Hild Ders 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 

Hotel Stevens 

Joan Hyldoft 
' Arnold Shoda 


Ders Jerry Mapes 


| Jack Raffloer 

| Farrar & Carter 
| Douglas Duffy 
| Lew Parker 

| Eileen O’Dare 
| De Mattiazzis (2) 
| Abbott Ders 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 


Vine Gardens 
Jan Bart 
Mickey Sharp 
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Danny Kaye Helps 
Canadian Expo To 
$390,000 Record 


Toronto, Aug. 25. 

In a spectacular and _ record- 
breaking engagement, Danny 
Kave, first single to be starred in 
any grandstand show in the 7Tl- 
year history of the Canadian Na- 
tional Exhibition, will help the 
CNE gross $390,000 for his two- 
week stand. His advance sale was 
$358.000, with CNE management 
finally forced to stop filling mail 
orders some 10 days before Kaye's 
opening performance, at which 
time it was decided to hold back 
2.000 seats nightly for boxoffice 
sale an hour ahead of each nightly 
ertormance. In addition, another 
.000 paddock bleacher seats have 
been installed. and these, too, are 
selling out for a nightly 24,000 
gr. ndstand seating capacity. 

Danny Kaye should, therefore. 
give the CNE an easy $390,000 for 
his 14 performances. He is in on 


a $50,000 guarantee, plus 50°, of 
everything over $350,000. That 
gives him $70,000 approximately 


for the fortnight’s Toronto engage- 
ment. (Earlier, Elwood Hughes, 
general manager of the CNE, had 


Canadian National Exhibition 
presents Danny Kaye in 10-scene 
production. Devised and staged by 
L-on Leonidoff and featuring Les 
Ciarlivels, Polyna Stoska, The Ru- 
dlls, Ted and Flo Valett, the CNE 
Symphony Orchestra, dancing and 
coral. ensembles, United States 
Air Force Band, precision units of 
the Royal Canadian Navy, Army 
and Air Force. Scenéry, Richard 
Ruchtarik; costumes, Billy Living- 
sion; orchestra and choral director, 
Antonio Morelli; choreography, 
Aida Broadbent, musical numbers, 
William Powers: vocals, Antonio 
Morelli: assistant choreographer, 
Gail Grant; musical consultant, 
Dolores Pallet; production co-or- 
dinator, Sol Shapiro; stage man- 
aders William Johnson and Archie 
Thompson. At CNE grandstand ' 
(24,000 cap.), Toronto, Aug. 25, 
"50; $2.50 top. 


- ae 


to induce singer Al Jol- 
take on the grandstand 
starring role but he had other 
commitments. Kaye then took 
on the engagement when he came 
up to Toronto to open Varie-| 
ty Village, a resident school for 
crippled children, endowed by the 
Toronto tent of the Variety Club. 
It was then that Hughes and Kaye | 
first met, with the CNE g.m. sug- 
esting and then clinching the 

eal.) e 
Coming up five days ahead for 
rehearsals, Kaye was perturbed at 
the vastness of an open-air stage 
nd prospect of an audience that, 
e felt, would be sitting blocks 
away from a comedian who relies 
on his facial gymnastics. Still 
distraught at being so far from 
the customers, and that the 150- 
minute show was expected to have 
him onstage for half this period, 
Kaye cut this time down to a total 
of 55 minutes. Using no new ma- 
terial, Kaye is on for three ap- 
pearances. 

In his first, he clowningly con- 
ducis the 60-piece band, triple- 
iered onstage; does his “Tiptoe 
hrough the Tulips” travesty, his 
comedy gypsy song from “Inspec- 
or General” and _ burlesques 
“Night and Day.” Then he segues 
into his skat burley on “Dinah” 
and finishes frame with “Lovely 
Bunch of Coconuts,” in which he 
has the big audience joining in 
for chorus accompaniment. In this | 
session, he is on for some 30 
minutes. | 

For his second spot, he does his 

erman concert singer bit: then 
into his “Begin the Beguine” off- 
key travesty. On third stanza. 
there’s his “Minnie the Moocher” 
for further cooperation from the 
grandstand audience. Programmed 

Was his “Opera in the Ruff” with 
Polyna Stoska, Met singer, but this 
Was omitted at opening perform- 
ance and has been dropped for re- 
mainder of engagement. It was a 
tough first night, with Kaye's 
facial contortions lost; but his per- 

nality, via the p.a. system, scor- 

g solidly on his material delivery 
and physical clowning. 

Though Kaye is the dynamic 
‘name-draw, Leon Leonidoff has 
Surrounded the star with an 
opulent production that is notable 
for eye-filling costuming and light- 
ing, plus imaginative settings that 
background a 300-foot stage with 
an 80-foot depth. This is Leoni- 
doff’s third annual and consecu- 


sought 
son to 


} 


| tive assignment in staging the CNE 


grandstand show. 
First of his big production num- 


bers is a “circus walkaround,” com- Cyuzzins, Joar Brandon, Pitchmen 


plete with cut-out cages and ani- 
mals for a spectacular opening, 
highlighted by the U. S. Air Force 
band playing “Captains of the 
Clouds” and the 48-girl line for 
precision work and a baton-twirl- 
ing drill, plus a rousing drum rou- 
tine and pyramid tableau pose. 
Also incorporated is a male 24- 
clown chorus; the various vaude- 
ville acts; and then Kaye on - 
with 


his major 30-minute stint, 
Sammy Prager as piano accom- 
panist. 


Second Leonidoff production 
spectacle features Miss Stoska in 
a gorgeously-costumed Vienna ball- 
room set, complete with colorful 
uniforms and gowns for a big 
choral and waltz routine, with the 
Met singer back for “My Hero,” 
and then the 48 line girls in a 
costume change to yellow gowns 
and ostrich fans for the “Merry 
Widow” finale and a powder-puff 
finish on pedestals. 

On complaints of Exhibition- 
goers that they missed the oldtime 
historical pageantry, Leonidoff has 
inserted another full-stage spec- 
tacle depicting the settlement of 
Toronto, but this is anachronistic 
and shows lack of any knowledge 
of the history of Upper Canada, 
and more resembles, in off-stage 
narration and costuming, the story 
of the Pilgrim Fathers. The 
spirited attack on the fort and the 
burning of the town is a spectacu- 
lar visual seene, though it has no 
basis in historical authenticity. 

This flag-waving buildup is 
climaxed with the concerted pre- 
cision drills of the Roval Canadian 
Navy. Army and Air Force detach- 
ments, plus the participation of the 
U. S. Air Force band, and should 
end there. But the production is 
anti-climaxed by a finale hunt club 
breakfast, against an English inn 
background. In this 24 men and} 
women riders .in hunting pinks 
canter on for an eye-filling en-'! 
trance. to be joined by the 48-girl 
line in Highland costume for a 
beautiful precision kiltie drill to 
“Road to the Isles” and “For Auld 
Lang Syne” for another anti-climax 
that has Kaye back for another 
grandstand audience sing-song. 

Leonidoff’s production numbers 
are dramatic in every detail but 
there can be too much of a good 
thing, and the whole lengthy pre- 
seniation requires tightening and 
re-routining, preferably with that 
military services presentation as 
the big patriotic finale. However, 
Kave is the show lure, and he 
scores solidly in an engagement 
that has made CNE history on that 
record-breaking $390,000 gross. 

The railroad strike hasn’t hit the 
attendance as yet. Groups from 
Buftalo and Rochester, which 
planned to train in came by bus. 
Fair attendance is over last vear 
so far. The first two days’ patron- 
age was 7,500 more than that of 
the same period last year. 

McStay. 


Chicage. Chi 


Chicago. Aug. 25. 


Wayne Marlin Trio. Bobby Van, 


Fontane Sisters (3), Victor Borge, 
Louis Basil orch; “Fancy Pants” 
(Par). 





Chicago offering is balanced 
summer fare, but slightly over- 
long. Acis all pull good returns, 
with headliner Victor Borge rak- 
ing in lion’s share. 

Piano-playing comedian comes 
armed with numerous props, zany 
delivery and occasionally some 
serious 88’ing. After plenty of 
hesitation he manages to get all 
{he way through “Liebestraum,” 
interspersed with mugging and 
slapstick, the latter by way of bow- 
ing rear-wards and_ constantly 
missing piano st@ol. Comic car- 
ries portable radio prop for hilari- 
ous radio-announcer takeoft, and 


has funny bit to do with “Third | 


Man Theme,” on which he seem- 
ingly can’t shake off the first 
measure. Only serious portion ot 
stint is full playing of ‘“Malaguena,” 
which seems to be what pavees 


wanted to hear, judging from neat | 


response. 

Stage appearance of tele singers, 
the Fontane’ Sisters, registers 
i well. Attractive trio, redhead, 
i|blond and brunet, score from 
;walkon. Sisters, who sport full, 
|low-register voices, click off 


\““Hoop De Doo,” “Can’t We Talk | 


It Over” for openers, but it’s” 
livelier ‘‘Mississippi Mud” and 
|novelty tune, “Cinderella Work | 


Song,” that go strong with patrons. 

Gangling hoofer, Bobby Van, 
scores heavily with some _ lithe 
softshoeing, tossing in some buck- 
and-wings and clowning. Hoofer 
opens with fast vocal on “It’s a 
Great Day,” then impreshes Jimmy 
Stewart, Cary Grant, Peter Lorre, 
James Cagney, on _ succeeding 


to good returns with impression of 





jitterbug playing coin-box. 
Backing is handled well by 
Louis Basil orch. Mel. 


choruses for good mitting. Van quits | finale. 


Palace, N. Y. | 
| Patti Thomas & Freshman (2), 
Bob Hammond’s Birds, Romano & 


batics and clever balancing to a 
‘rousing reception for their swift 
| tumbling effects and dramatic hand- 
to-hand catches. West & Lexing, 
a tall and short male team, score 
on physical incongruity and their 
'mutual mayhem; the two Mayo 
| Bros., neat in grey suits, present 
/nifty softshoe sliding routines and 
‘wham over on their tap routines 
small 


(2) with Don Juielle, Hilton Sts- | 
‘ters (2), Charles “Slim” Timblin 
(3), Frabell & Corey; “Gun Crazy” 
'(UA), reviewed in Variety Nov. 
. a . 





The Palace talent collection cov- 
ers acts that hi 4 —_ hd — platform. 
aaere Se 8 ne Se Finale has the 18-girl line on in 


the circuit as well as newcomers.| — * — : : : . 
There are two such oldtimers, the %4rden party dresses and picture 


: : in we hats for a “Pretty Girl Is Like a 
Hilton Sisters for their first  p.a. * A Y r 
around New York in years, and the Melody” finish, complete with a 
repeat stand of Charles “Slim” prettily-precisioned waltz __ finish, 
Timblin. Among the newer items, With Bob Goodman, singing m.c. 
are Patti Thomas & the Freshmen | throughout carrying out his cus- 
49) Romano & Cuzzins. Frabell & tomary and commendable 
Corey. all New Acts, plus standards | Chores. For full-stage finish, nota- 
such. as Joan Brandon and the DPle for beautiful costuming 
Pitchmen, It’s a fairly good bill | lighting, Helza Kirsch, in blue, pre- 
that holds up. with the exception | S¢nts a neat ballet specialty, with 
of couple of spots. Naomi Irwin, in white briefies, do- 

: ing a neat toe-tap on a giant white 


,and challenges on a very 


The Hilton Sisters, Siamese | "5 ‘ae hol oe wees 
Twins, are a curiosity turn that | 6ranc _ ae. Whole package is 
reveals some entertainment with SWiftly-paced and neatly-wrapped 


They UP for its 70 minutes; and doing 
-.| the best business in several weeks. 
McStay. 


few tunes and an interview. 
get polite mitts. Timblin’s black- | 
face turn stil has many lines that | 
toured the Keith-Albee circuit, but 
oldsters still appreciate this bit. | 
He’s assisted by a blackfaced boy | 
and girl in a wedding ceremony | 


Palladium. London 
London, Aug. 22. 
Lena Horne, Song Pedlars (4), 


seauence at the finale. Ri 
: Billa ‘o ( ) +e: 
Bob’ Hammond’s cockatoos run Sacnne gg ee a bg ome k 
through some clever tricks. The Stumpy (2), Carsony Bros. (3), 


act is well-designed and executed 
with some excellent tricks by the, 
birds, and a few touches of humor. 
Off to an excellent hand. 


Woolf Phillip: & Sky Rockets Orch. 


Woolf Phillips, the Palladium’s 


The Pitchmen (2), with Don’ popular maestro, will have an easy 
Juille at the piano, run through time for the next two weeks. With 
their instrumental imitations to’ Lena Horne using her husband-con- 


provoke laughs and applause. Other ductor, Lennie Hayton, for 30 min- 
standard turn, Joan _ Brandon, utes, and Billy Cotton’s orch occu- 
makes an excellent impression pying another 30 minutes, Phillips 
with some magic bits and the bar-| has an hour to watch, and enjoy, 
tender act in which she dispenses the talent. 
any drink named by the audience. | Show is one of the best Val Par- 
Jose, nell has presented in a long time, 
iam {both in smoot: running and di- 
Palemar. Seattle | versity of ag og After the usual 
Seattle, Aug. 25. (opening of the Palladium Tiller 
Lionel Hampton orch (27), with Girls, Elizabeth and Collins go 
Betty Carter, Kitty Murray, Jean-, through some rope-spinning, wire- 
nette Franklin, Irma Curry, Gil Walking, and climax with male part- 
Rolan, Curley Hamner, Sonny | dtta en? ae “ee at gal. 
Darker: * : i’ (UA). che o revolving frame, to 
Parker, siete aver vA good results. “Ed. Note.—By good 
brassy Tresults it’s presumed that he miss- 





Lionel Hampton's big, 
crew really takes over here with , © her.) 
a jiving, be-bopping jamboree that|' Stump and Stumpy, held over 
doesn't let down once in 70 min-| from last program, are good hoof- 
utes. Starting off, full band climbs | ers, with inconsequential gab. 
on the bop wagon for two torrid The Carsony Bros. are three Con- 


tunes which feature a number of tinentals in neat hand-to-hand bal- | 


sidemen. Betty Carter is then spot-|ancing. Two are twins, and very 
lighted in a vocal in the same | youthful. Some very good precision 
groove, followed by full band treat-} work is neatly accomplished. Could 
ment of “Bewitched.” with trom- fit on any bill. 

bonist Al Gray doing mellow job in Bernard Miles, legit, radio and 
feature spot. q film name, attired as a.k. farmer, 

Kitty Murray draws a big hand with the hay odor almost wafting 

in a comedy dance and vocal, and across the footlights, delivers line 
Jeannette Franklin leads off on a of gab concerning his old village 
cavalcade of songs, switching cronies. Offering has some humor- 
tempo for melodious “Sorrento.” | ous situations, but does not fit Pal- 
gD tg” ge pe, oe ladium bills, where policy is speed. 
‘of “Just Say So Long” splays | Wy P 
effortless mastery of the bop idiom, | Pg MP angie — pg gy 
| and Gil Rolan joins her for SOCKO the few outfits still drawing in the 
;duet of “I Only Have Eyes For) 
| You.” 
' Curley Hamner socks over a fast 
tap and toe-tap routine and joins 
Hampton for chatter and duet on. 
_the drums, staying on to dance’ 
|and participate as Hampton pounds | 
‘out a solo on the traps that proves 
he’s still a master of the skins. 

Blues singer Sonny Parker shouts | 
‘out “I Love You, Baby,” for a big! 
hand, after which Hampton takes 
over for a medley of tunes on the 
vibraharp, scoring particularly with | 
“Be Still My Lonely Heart” and 
“Rag Mop.” 

Full band and crew join in for 
finale with “Flying Home,” which 
‘includes march through audience, 
‘for a smash finish and hefty ap- 
plause, Reed. 


on the decline. Vocals are by Alan 
Breeze and Doreen Stephens, both 
of whom 


tates Maurice Chevalier, while lat- 
ter’s twosome, “Everywhere You 
Go” and “Our Love Story,” bring 
good results. But as a whole band 
is too corny, with some of the ma- 
terial more suited to suburban and 
provincial palates, 

Second half is opened by the Pal- 
ladium Tile girls, well-matched 
team whose rendition of dance to 
music of classic “Poet and Peasant” 
is original for present generation, 
but has been done before. 

Les Romanos, Continental three- 
some, two gals and male, with male 
doing most of the work, havé added 
‘novelty of introducing one of small- 
‘est cycles seen on any stage. 

Making his first appearance in 
England, Harvey Stone soon re- 
veals a form of humor not yet en- 
countered at this house of novel- 
ties. Grips audience from the start, 
itopped by comedy arrangement of 
On obviously loosened purse-| ‘Riders in the Sky,” then going 
| Strings, Murray Little has whipped |into his soldier monolog full of bel- 
together a package that rates high |!ylaughs. Came near show-stopping 
on marquee draw and is register- is cinch for England, and would un. 
_ing solidly at the boxoffice. Top doubtedly prove an asset to any 
\strength is in the repeat engage- London Casino or Hippodrome re- 
ment of the Four Knights. 'vue. But it might be advisable for 
' Currently, they’re opening with him to slow up a little, as he is 
“It’s a Good Day” for a rousing too fast, with gags and business 
opening to a great audience re- falling over one another. 
'sponse, and then into “Lullaby of Coming or to ovation, Lena 
the Leaves.” What the customers Horne unloads nine numbers in her 
|are waiting for, however, is “Basin own inimitable style for socko re- 
Street Blues,” notable for its dra- sults. These include “Beal Street 
{matic harmonizing, and then the Blues,” “Love,” “The Lady Is a 
| beautiful bass work in “Anniver- Tramp,” “’Deed I Do.” “I Feel So 


Casino. Toronto 


Toronto, Aug. 29. 
Four Knights, West & Lexing, 
Niles Trio, Mayo Bros., Bob Good- 
,man, Charles Gregory Girls (18), 
Archie Stone House Orch; “Tar- 
nished” (Rep). 


| sary Song.” Generous with an en- Smoochie,” “Stormy Weather.” 
_ thusiastically palm-pounding audi- | “Bewitched. Bothered and Bewil- 
,ence, the boys had the payees vo-| dered” and Hayton’s special ar- 


|ciferously demanding more after rangement of “Frankie and John- 


| their “Hucklebuck” and “Rag-Mop” nie,” with latter trio all show-stop- 
) ) _ |Pers. Songstres. is in for two/| 
With the linegirls opening in|weeks, and judging by capacity 


full-stage for a neat dance rou- | house (second show Aug. 21) with 
tine in hobble-skirts, the Niles Trio! heavy advance bookings, is easily 


| (two boys and a girl), in gold and‘ good for four weeks. Rege. 


a 


green costumes, follow with acro- 


vocal | 


and | 


days when bands are very much ' 


give good accounts of) 
themselves. Former’s best offering | 
is “C’est Si Bon,” in which he imi-.| 


CENTRAL CANADA EXPO 
IN BIG OTTAWA CLICK 


Ottawa, Aug. 29. 


The Central Canada Exhibition 
improves every year. Now in its 
second quarter-century, CCE’s 1959 
show stood up with the best of the 
expos. 

“World of Mirth” midway, here 
for its 15th consecutive appearance, 
| brought 22 shows and 32 rides ‘3 
| Lansdowne Park, CCE site, and 
|George Hamid came with 18 acis 
| plus the Roxyettes and several spe- 
|eialties. The exhibition also fea- 
|tured Tex Beneke’s orch playing 
for night dancing and ‘early eve- 
ning bandshell cdncerts, the bands 
'of both the Royal Canadian Air 
Force and the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, and a radio sta- 
tion-sponsored (CFRA, local indie) 
square dance e.- demonstration 
nightly. 
| Exhibits and displays were ahead 
/in both quality and quantity of any 
| previous year. Dr. W. A. Arm- 
| strong, CCE association head, and 
Herb McElroy, CCEA g.m., and 
|their committees deserved plenty 
/ kudos for the show. 


Frank Berger.’s midway, “World 
of Mirth,” set a precedent by star- 





‘ring two names, Zorita, and Brad 
‘Bradford, both billed as snake- 
|handlers. Bergen’s midway was 


‘even cleaner and neater than ever 
before, and it has always had a 
local reputation for cleanliness, 
both physically and in its shows. 
Bergen’s smallfry section was larg- 
er this year, too, and got a heavy 
| patronage. Freak tent probably 
did biggest biz of the lot, magnet- 
|}ting the customers with “tallest 
man in the world,”’and others. 

| Hamid’s night show, climaxed 
| with a 10-minute fireworks display 
|that used all the old ideas and sev- 
‘eral new ones, was bolstered by 
| okay lighting, props and scenery. 
| Gae Foster’s Roxyettes line did 
|four well-dressed and perfectly 
| trained numbers, fronted occa- 
|sionally by Erica Baird and Art 
| Mathews, singers. Their numbers 
| were titled “Show Boat,” “Southern 
| Belles,” “Spanish Fantasies” and 
“Walking Ball,” with girls in the 


jlast, extending their talents to 
balancing. 
Other acts, afternoon and eve- 


ining shows (usually different acts 
with some repeating), included 
| Germaine, a riding act; Evers and 
| Dolores, on the low wire; Edna and 
Leon; Loof Rio high act; Cham- 
bertys, casting; Scotty Burbank’s 
|musical novelty; Rossini, balanc- 
‘ing; Sylvia’s dogs; Conchita; Bob 
|Parry, bounding bed; Zavatta 
| Troupe, bareback riding; Triska 
‘Troupe, high wire; Oldfield and 
|Ware; Paul and Paulette; Mack, 
‘Russ and Owen; the Fricksons and 
Watkins’ chimpanzees. 

Lee Barton Evans, Hamid’s man- 
‘ager, emceed the “Grandstand 
_ Follies.” Gorm. 


Radio City, Mpls. 
_ Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 
Frankie Laine (3), Patti Page, 
Dave Barry, Vic & Adio, Lewis & 
Van, Fred Heiseke Orch (16); 
“Duchess of Idaho” (M-G). 





A high-powered pop 
show, spiced with neat comedy 
and top-drawer balancing and 
dancing, has this theatre chalking 
up its second boff entertainment 
| bargain in recent weeks, the other 
-having been the Danny Kaye in- 
| person flesh array coupled with 
ithe “Asphalt Jungle” film. Inas- 
much as Frankie Laine, the head- 
liner, is a plenty potent name, and 
Patti Page, featured performer, 
/has no little disk following, much 
boxoffice moolah seems assured 
again. 

This is Laine’s second Minne- 
apolis appearance within a year, 
the other engagement having been 
at a local nitery. Miss Page is 
making her local bow. In show 
caught each did five songs to thun- 
derous applause in a layout that 
| boasts plenty of pleasing diversity. 
Supporting acts hit a high merit 
level, too. Show plays in front of 
a good local pickup stage band 
supplemented by Laine’s own 
pianist, Carl Fisher, and drummer, 
Stanley Kay, both outstanding 
musicians. 

Comédian.Dave Barry enhances 
_the show by his expert emceeing 
and solo stint. Performance tees 
off with Lewis & Van's fast and 
skillful stepping after a band num- 
ber. Male pair stirs up frequent 
, applause outbursts with their un- 
usual and difficult ensemble and 
|Solo routines, including prancing 
up and down two sets of steps. 
Easily the most amazing 
/equilibrists ever seen at this thea- 
tre, Vie & Adio perforin balancing 
stunts that call for almost unbe- 
\ (Continued en page 55) 


singing 
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Evans Still to Run 


N.Y. City Center 


Despite Film Stint in ‘Kind Lady’ 


Deal for Maurice Evans to co- 
star with Ethel Barrymore in a 
Metro screen edition of “Kind 
Lady,” apparently took completely 
by surprise Russell Lewis and 
Howard Young, presenters of the 
actor’s touring revival of “Devil's 
Disciple.” Producers have the re- 
vival booked through next April, 
but according to an associate of 
Evans, the star had informed them 
from the start that he probably 
would not be available for a tour 
bevond the San Francisco and Los 
Angeles engagements. 

Evans has assured the manage- 
ment of the N. Y. City Center that 
he intends returning to supervise 
the eight-week drama season there 
starting Christmas week, as well 
as the spring season. Unless Miss 
Barrymore's health forces a_ post- 
ponement of the “Kind Lady” 
shooting beyond the expected Oc- 
tober start, it’s believed Evans will 
still be able to get to New York 
in time to head active preparations 
for the City Center schedule. 
he isn’t present, however, his ex- 
ecutive producer, George Schaefer, 
will handle the operation with 
Evans in telephone contact from 
the Coast. 

In any case, it now appears that 
most of the “Disciple” tour set by 
Lewis & Young, bevond the Coast 
engagements, will probably be can- 
celled. Evans, it’s known, has al- 
ways felt that the Shaw revival 
was a questionable bet for a long 
tour, principally because of the 
production’s high operating cost. 
Having completed a_ profitable 
three-week stand Saturday night 
(26) in Central City, Col., the show 
opens tomorrow night (Thurs.) in 
Santa Barbara and starts its San 
Francisco run next Monday (4). 


Erlanger, Phila., Back 
To Legit With ‘Lady’; 
Shuberts-UBO Booking 





,% 
ee 





Gayety, D.C., Now Has 


16 Wks. of Bookings 


Washington, Aug. 29. 


| The Gayety here is well launched 


for the coming season, with 16, 


|weeks of booking already set. It 
way-bound “Affairs of State,” 
Louis Verneu’. comedy 
Washington, starring Celeste Holm. 
According to manager Bernie Fer- 
ber, the house next gets “The Bar- 
rier,” Mithael Myerberg-Joel Spec- 


tor production of the Langston | 
Hughes-Jan Meyerowitz musical. | 


with Lawrence Tibbett and Muriel | 
starting 


Rahn, for a 
Sept. 25. 

| It also has 12 weeks of Theatre 
|'Guild shows and a week of the 
|; Maxwell Anderson-Kurt 
| “Lost in the Stars” in mid-Decem- 
ber. 


fortnight, 





If | 


Seek Coin For 


Webster Rep Tour 


| 
| Margaret Webster may cancel 
the scheduled tour of her reper- 


|tory company for this fall and win- | 


ter. Because o. slim business done 


‘by the troupe this summer at the | 


'Woodstock (N. Y.) playhouse, 
there may be insufficient financing 
for the previously planned 
|tour, which would cover a full sea- 
son and exterd from coast-to-coast. 
| However, the American National 
|Theatre and Academy is trying to 
‘raise the necessary $15,000 coin. 
{And in the interim, present book- 
| ings are set and plans are going 
|ahead for the tour, which opens 
‘Oct. 2. The troupe made similar 


j tours the last two seasons. 


Costs of doing the proposed new 
productions of “Saint Joan” and 


reopens Sept. 18 with the Broad- | 
the | 
about | 


Weill | 


road | 


Playwrights’ May Stage 
- Massey’s ‘Hanging Judge’ 


The Playwrights Co. may pre- 
sent “The Hanging Judge,” Ray- 
mond Massey’s dramatization of 
the Bruce Hamilton novel, prob- 
ably in association with the adap- 
tor. Massey. who intends to stage 
,the play but not appear in it, 
completed script revisions last 


| With the production. 

Massey, a Playwrights’ stock- 
holder, scored his biggest hit as 
| Star of the group’s first production, 
Robert E. Sherwood’s “Abe Lin- 
coln in I}linois.” 





Musicals Mulled 


For Bermuda 


A stock company for the presen- 
tation of musical comedy and oper- 
etta in Bermuda this winter may be 


formed by Wilbur Evans. The 
singer-director and his wife, singer 
| Susanna Foster, fly next Sunday 
| (3) to the British possession to 
confer with local officials and busi- 
{ness men and look over the scene. 
| Although Evans is not familiar 
with the locale, his idea is to pre- 
sent the shows outdoors if the 
weather permits and a suitable spot 
is available. Otherwise, he figures 
on setting up an arena-style play- 
house indoors, possibly in a hotel. 
In any case, he prefers theatre-in- 
the-round operation, not only to 
reduce production costs but with 
the idea of meeting the limited 
|technical workmanship and _facili- 
ities available on the island. 

Evans and 
back in about two weeks, 
| which they’ll go to the Coast. Miss 
| Foster expects to remain there un- 
‘til the birth of her baby in Feb- 
lruary. Then she may go abroad 
| for vocal study, or she and Evans 
|are mulling the idea of : film pro- 
{duction unit to make musicals. If 
{the Bermuda venture works out, 
Evans. will return there early in 
| October. 





week and is now ready to go ahead | 


Miss Foster are due | 
after | 


Krantz (Cleve.) Charges Double-X 
On Kate’ Bookings; ‘Through for Life 


+ 





? 


Margaret O’Brien In 
‘Duck’ for Legit Debut 


Margaret O'Brien is reportedly 
set to make her legit debut as 
Hedvig in a revival of Ibsen's 
“Wild Duck,” with Anne Revere 
and possibly Walter Abel as the 
other leads. Production, slated for 
Broadway this fall, will be present- 
'ed by Paul Horn, with David 
Tutaev staging and Jo Mielziner a 
possibility to do the scenery. 

Tutaev is also signed to direct 
“Lake of Fire,” four-character 
drama by Nathan Dennis, to be 
presented by Prestige Productions. 
It is also slated for this season. 





} 


Red-Blue’ Control 
Won by Equity 


Jurisdiction over “Red, White 
land Blue,” the revue being pre- 
isented by LeRoy Prinz and Owen 
‘Crump under sponsorship of the 
|American Legion, has been award- 
\ed to Actors Equity. That was de- 
cided Monday (28) by the interna- 
'tional board of the Associated Act- 
lors & Artistes of America, parent 
‘organization of all 
‘unions. The vaudeville-nitery affili- 
late, American Guild of Variety 
' Artists, had claimed jurisdiction. 

After the 4A’s decision, which 
involved a face-saving formula pro- 
,posed by Pau! Dullzell, president 


Management of the Hanna, 
Cleveland, is burned at producers 


‘Saint Subber & Lemuel Ayres and 


performer | 


| atre 


of the parent group, it was agreed | 
that a joint statement would be is- | 


‘sued vesterday (Tues.) by Equity 
,and AGVA to the effect that the 


| award had been by mutual agree- 


one concerned. However. when 
Jenry Dunn, AGVA president. 
‘stated late Monday night in a radio 
interview that his union had “#ra- 





Philadelphia, Aug. 29. “Midsummer Night’s Dream” are 

The Erlanger theatre, which fig- | a major factor in the situation, but 
ured in the long litigation resulting |the group still has last season's 
in two sweeping court victories for “Julius Caesar” and “The Taming 
William Goldman over the major of the Shrew” available. Last sea- 
film companies, will open as legit season’s tour, comprising mostly 
house Sept. 25 with Franz Steinin-| college and cultural group dates, 
ger’s operetta “Lady from Paris.” | just — ie aaa _—* mos 
r , ‘investment of $62, still out- 
a ee 2 ee ‘standing, but with assets of around 


the legit ranks was announced : : ae 
jointly by Lawrence Shubert Law- | $20,000 in the form of a truck-and- 
rence, former general manager for | pa sie . a wagon, costumes, 
he S ; Villi ; Bsine ‘ia : 

pe AI cig here, and William | When financial difficulties arose 


j William |... : imi 
Goldman cheats, ine *lindie oper-| Miss a ee ee 
! ss 2 'tour or cancellation of the entire 


iciously stepped aside” in the mat- 
iter, Equity officials decided to is- 
sue a revised statement independ- 
ently. 

According to the Equity 
ment. the decision that “Red, Hot 
and Blue” is a legit revue rather 
‘than a vaude presentation was 


ATPAM Theatre Survey 
Reported Sluffing Off 
Some Abuses in Legit 


Proposed legit public relations 
program which the Assn. of Thea- 
| trical Press Agents & Managers is 
‘preparing for submission to the 
| League of N. Y. Theatres probably 
'won't be ready for about two or 
three more weeks. A _ plan pre- 
pared by a special committee 
headed by Wolfe Kaufman has 


‘the evidence was “so clear” that 
'AGVA withdrew its claim. It’s ex- 
plained that although both Equity 
and AGVA members will] be in the 
'show, they wil! mostly perform 
isketches and numbers supplied by 

















ator of a string of first and key- 


: : ‘schedule, but subsequently de-, 
— ee = so i ‘cided to go ahead with her original | 
The Erlanger will operate as Im- )jans. Principal players in the 


dependent theatre, Goldman said, 
but we will be booked by the Shu- 
berts, the United Booking Office 
and independent producers. Law- 
rence and Goldman have formed a 
corporation to operate the house 
and are recruiting a manager and 
staff. 

Hard on the heels of this an- 
nouncement came the statement 
from Goldman that the Erlanger 
would book films if the flow of 
stage product lagged. “We are 
hoping to be able to play a straight 
season of theatre, but if we have 
to fill in wiih films, we will book 
along the lines I employ in my 
other first-run houses.” Goldman 
operates the Karlton, Randolph 
and Goldman in midtown Philly, 
all of which play top film product. 

Goldman said his settlement of 
the second Erlanger case with the 
film companies in no wa, affected 
his right to seek films for the 


house. He anticipates no diffi-! 
culties along that line and was 
more interested in restoring the 


Erlanger as a playhouse. Lawrence, 
he said, was scouting 
along the summer circuits, as well 


as other shows planned for Broad- | 


way offering, to line up later at- 
tractions. 


Rex & Lilli in Van's Play 


Rex Harrison has been signed 
for the male lead in the Irene M. 
Selznick production, “Bell, Book 
and Candle,” co-starring with his 
wife Lilli Palmer. 
ten, who authored the comedy, will 
direct. 

Rehearsals start Oct. 2, with a 
New Haven tryout scheduled for 
Oct. 25, and a Broadway preem 
Slated for Nov. 14. 





offerings | 


John van Dru- | 


company are Louisa Horton, Ken- 
dail Clark, David Lewis and Larry 
|Gates. Miss Webster ultimately 
plans to refinance the project if 
possible on an endowment basis. 
and then reorganize for annual 
nationwide tours and regular sum- 
mer seasons, possibly at Woodstock 
again. 


‘SIEGLER ENJOINED ON 
PLAY OF MONTH LABEL 


Injunction to prevent Sylvia 
' Siegler, president of Show-of-the- 
'Month Club, from also using the | 
name Play of the Month Club has_ 


been obtained by Helen Thomp- 
‘son, who has operated the Play 
' of the Month Guild as a legit ticket 
subscription service since 1941. A 
listing of Play of the Month Club 
to have appeared in the forthcom- 
ing edition of the New York phone 
directory has been withdrawn by 
Miss Siegler. 

Miss Thompson won an injunc- 
tion last week in N. Y. supreme 
court. claiming that a phone listing 
of Play of the Month Club would 
infringe on the plaintiff's rights 
and tend to confuse and mislead 
subscribers and theatre patrons 
generally. As a result of the pro- 
ceeding, Miss Siegler agreed to) 
withdraw the proposed phone list- 
ing and not otherwise use the Play 
of the Month Club name. 





| 





Rudolf Serkin is giving his serv- 
ices cuffo for a N. Y. Philharmonic 
Pension Fund concert at Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y., Nov. 13. With Dimitri 
Mitropoulos as conductor, he il 
play four special works for piano 
and orchestra. 


ing such subjects as theatre pro- 


been amended by the union’s board 
of governors. The revised draft | 
will be okayed by the board before | 
being forwarded to the League. | 


According to report, the plan 
now outlines the results of a survey | 
of the ATPAM membership cover- | 


grams, mailing lists, the possible | 
employment of a second p.a. for 
touring shows, Sunday  perform- 
ances compared with midweek 
matinees and newspaper contracts. 


| 


/ Also, how pressagents and company 
‘and house managers can be mutu-, 


ally helpful, promotion of student | 
patronage, advertising budgets and_ 
schedules, railroading, department | 
store and hotel cooperation, use of 
radio, television and other exploiia- 
tion media. 

The proposed plan reportedly ; 
touches on but does not delve into | 
the basic conditions in the theatre | 
that affect the playgoing public. | 
There is understood to be little | 
reference, for instance, to possible | 
methods of making it easier for | 
the public to buy tickets. Similarly, | 
little is reportedly said about such 
complaints as ticket scales, scalp- | 
ing, misleading advertising, “rude” 
boxoffice men and managers, 
“tired” casts or “inferior” road | 
companies, delayed curtain, noisy 
candy and_= soft-drink venders, 
“dingy” theatres, inadequate cool- 
ing systems and uncomfortable 
seats. 


Considered for ‘Girl’ 
Dallas, Aug. 29. 


Louis Veda Quince, local actor, 
theatre director and radio an- 
nouncer, who has appeared with 
Margo Jone Theatre ‘50 last sea- 
son. has left for New York to con- 
fer with Clifford Odets about a pos- 
sible part in the latter's new play, 
“The Country Girl.” 





| the 
dragged along for several months | 


_ two 


ithe management, rather than re. 
peat their own acts from vaude or 
niteries. 

According to one 4A’s official, 
jurisdictional dispute has 


primarily because of the poltical 


‘angles involved. That is, other af- 


filiate unions. with no direct inter- 
est in the matter, were reluctant 
to vote against AGVA, for fear 
the vaude-nitery outfit might cease 
cooperating in the Television Au- 
thority setup and thereby wreck 
that new and vital organization. 
With the jurisdictional status of 
the show settled Prinz and Crump 
are reportedly ready to go ahead 


‘with the “Red, White and Blue” 


production and the booking of a 
nationwide tour. 


‘LIL’ HOT TO TOUR, BUT 
FREEZER MAY CHILL IT 


“Diamond Lil,” with Mae West 
continuing as star, will tour again 
this season, opening Sept. 18 in 
Chicago, for an indefinite run. Jack 
Small is nominal presenter, rep- 
resenting Lee Shubert, and Walter 
Jobnson, of the Shubert production 
staff, is attending to the staging. 
Joe Flynn will pressagent the 
show. 

Deal, involving a percentage of 
the profits, was set by Albert H. 
Rosen, co-producer of the revival 
seasons ago. However, his 
partner in the operation, Herbert 
J. Freezer, said yesterday ‘(Tues.) 
that he had not agreed to the deal 
and, in fact, hadn’t even been in- 
formed of the proposed terms 





Unless some arrangement is made | 


to pay a royalty to Charles K. 
Freeman, who originally directed 
the revival, he may take legal ac- 
tion to halt the presentation, 
Freezer indicated. 


their general manager, Edwin 
Knill, over a booking of “Kiss Me, 
Kate” into the Music Hall there 
through an independent local man- 
agement. According to Milton 
Krantz, Hanna manager, Subber & 
Ayres are “through for life” at his 
theatre, at least as long as Knill is 
their manager. 

Krantz explains that he had been 
in negotiation with Knill for many 
months and that it was _ tacitly 
agreed that the Hanna manage- 
ment would book the Cole Porter 
musical into the Music Hall on 
somewhat similar basis as applied 
in the case of “South Pacific.” He 
had even sent out preliminarv an- 
nouncements of the engavement in 
40,000 brochures to Cleveland 
Playgoers subscribers. Knill knew 
of that and had assured him of the 
booking, but withheld setting a 
definite date, Krantz says. 

Yesterday (Tues.), however, the 
Cleveland manager was notified by 
Knill that “Kate” had been booked 
into the municipally-owned audi- 
torium by Jerry Rado, a local man 
said to be representing the Cleve- 
land Concession Co. It’s under- 
stood the terms for the one-week 
stand starting Oct. 9 call for a 
rental of 25% of the gross to 
$20,000 and 20% above that, with 
the house paying for all stagehands 
and musicians. Under those terms, 
which are even lower than applied 
for “South Parific,” the show 
would have to gross an estimated 
$50,000 for the local management 
to break even. 

Big-Draws Needed 

According to Krantz, local the- 
managements cannot survive 
without booking the top grossers 
locally, as well as the run-of-the- 
mill shows. He explains that the 
big-draw musicals, like “South Pa- 


| cific’ and “Kate,” enable the local 


ment in the bes* interests of every- | 


state- | 


voted bv the 4A’s board because | 


management to overcome losing 
weeks on weak productions. Where 
the show requires a larger-capacity 


‘Continued on page 52) 


Washington Taking To 
Theatre-In-the-Round; 
Arena Stage Clicking 


Washington, Aug. 29. 

After its first two weeks of the- 
atre-in-the-round, Washington is 
showing every sign of liking it. 
Arena Stage, which debuted a 
fortnight ago with “She Stoops to 
Conquer,” is stretching the sched- 
uled two-and-a-half-week booking 
for an additional week before of- 
fering its second production, Stein- 
beck’s “Of Mice and Men.” 

The Arena Stage setup is a small 
businessman venture into commer- 
cial theatre, with strong collegiate 
overtones. It has leased Sidney 
Lust’s little Hippodrome, formerly 
an in-town grind house for cliff- 
hangers and horse operas, which 
also went through an art cinema 
phase. It has completely rebuilt 
the house with 247 seats banked 
on four sides of the stage. With 
two matinees and six evening per- 
formances, and a scale of $1.90 
nights and $1.50 matinee, it has a 
weekly capacity of $2,964, exclud- 
ing tax. Business appears to be 
building. 

Upwards ef 30 stockhoiders have 
invested $14,000 in the company’s 
$50 shares, the smallest invest- 
ments being 50 and the largest 
1,000. Among the stockholders are 
teachers, insurance agents, two 
economists, a bricklayer, a police- 
man and several college students. 
Managing directo. is Edward Man- 
gum, who quit his job as assistant 
professor of speech and drama at 
George Washington U. to take the 
job. The co-founder and assistant 
managing director is Zelda Fichan- 
dler, who has just gotten a degree 
of Master of Arts in Theatre at the 
university. 

Of the dozen in the cast of ‘She 
Stoops,” eight are relatively re- 
cently out of college drama courses 
and several have had stock or 
other professional experience. This 
is no Equity troupe, but smart di- 
rection has managed to parlay the 
| novelty of theatre - in - the - round 
and the Oliver Goldsmith period 
| piece into a pleasant evening at 
the theatre. Whether the cast is 
strong enough to carry on by itself 
after the novelty wears off remains 
| te be seen, 
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‘Widow’ 


Record $15,700 at Hyannis; 


Eve Arden Smash $11,500, Westport 


j|is on Cape Cod directing a week! concert manager, and Joanna Al- running gratis large display ads addressed to “out-of-towners” with 


Hyannis, Mass., Aug. 29. 

Richard Aldrich’s Cape 
Music Circus here is winding up 
a surefire first season. Tent theatre- 
in-the-round played to absolute 
capacity last week, setting a new 
house record with a gross of $15,- 
700 with “Merry Widow.” Even 
the Saturday matinee went clean. 
The b.o. record is due to be 
smashed again this week, as “Show 
Boat,” already a complete sellout 
in advance, will have an extra per- 
formance Sunday night (3), boost- 
ing the capacity to over $18,000 
for eight showings. The Jerome 


Kern-Oscar Hammerstein, II, mu-| 


sical, which the latter recently 
revised for tent-show presentation, 
had its under-canvas premiere here 
Jast night (Mon.). Same production 
goes to Lambertville, N. J., next 
week. 

Sylvia Sidney in “Goodbye, My 
Fancy.” grossed a satisfactory $9,- 
500 last week at Al!ldrich’s Cape 
playhouse, Dennis. The strawhat 
is winding up its season this week 
with Francis Lederer in “Silver 
Whistle.” 

Laraine Day registered a gross 
of about $9,100 last week at Al- 
drich’s third Cape Cod spot, the 
Falmouth playhouse at Coonames- | 
sett. Latter stand is also conclud- | 
ing its season this week, finaling | 
with Hildegarde. 





Arden $11,500, Westport 
Westport, Conn., Aug. 29. 
Eve Arden was a boxoffice smash 
last week at the Westport Country 
Playhouse, pulling a near-record 


gross of almost $11,500 in Ruth 
Gordon’s wartime comedy, “Over 
mas Although the show’ was 


booked in on only 10 days’ notice, 
all evening performances were sold 
out by the previous Saturday and 
after the Sunday ads appeared the 
two matinees also went. 

The Lawrence Langner-John C. 
Wilson strawhat is currently pre- 
senting a tryout of Arnold Schul- 
man’s “My Fiddle’s Got Three 
Strings,” with J. Edward Brom- 
berg and Maureen Stapleton. Next 
week. Zachary Scott will star in 
“Blind Alley” and the following 
week. starting Sept. 11, the offer- 
ing will be a tryout of “The Amaz- 
ing Adele,” Garson Kanin’s adap- 
tation of the Paris success, “Le 
don d’Adele,” by Pierre Barillet 
and Jean-Pierre Gredy. Kanin 
will stage, with Miss Gordon as 
star. The Shuberts, who hold the 
rights to the play, are considering 


a Broadway production. 
| 


| 





‘Born’ So-So, New Hope 
New Hope, Pa., Aug. 29. 

Bucks County playhouse took a! 
slight dip last week with Lionel | 
Stander in “Born Yesterday.” Pre- | 
vious week’s “Light Up Sky” was 
a bonanza. Garson Kanin comedy | 
was fifth most popular drawing 
card so far in 13 weeks. Stander 
and Ruth Mundy package included 
local troupers Gene Blakely, Henry 
Jones, Carl White, Ruth White and 
Harry Mehaffey in support. Robert 


Myerson staged with setting by | 


David Reppa. 

Iika Chase opened last night 
{Mon.) in “Goodbye My Fancy” to 
brisk advance. Next week brings 
Brian Aherne and Helen Craig in 
“Dear Brutus,” with Jean Parker 
in “Dream Girl” opening Sept. 11 
as the season finale. 





Ives $10,000 at Olney 
Olney, Md., Aug. 29. 

Burl Ives in “Knickerbocker 
Holiday” racked up a near-capacity 
$10,000 last week at Olney theatre. 
Interest in the folk singer ran high 
despite mixed critical reaction. 
After one more week of strawhat, 
Ives launches on a tour of state 
fairs. 

Judith Evelyn in “Angel Street” 


Opens tonight (Tues.) to mild ad- | 


vance. 





‘Deck’ Sags, Lambertville 
Lambertville, N. J., Aug. 29. 
No need for the extra seats of 
the previous week’s “Brigadoon’” 
at the Music Circus here last week 
with “Hit The Deck.” Receipts 
dropped several G's from the pre- 


vious week’s high. Vincent You-. 


man’s oldie nevertheless turned in 
rofitable seven 


Deck” were Ann Crowley, 
Downs, Lulu Bates and 
Worth. 


Tonight (Tues.) “Chocolate Sol- 


' $4,700 


a P performances | 
ending Sunday (23) and the ad-| 
vance for last three weeks of sea- 
son is fine. Starred in “Hit the which presented 


at Hyannis. 





Sircom Assoc. Producer 
Dennis, Mass., Aug. 29. 


Build New Arena House 
For Pro Stock, Houston 


Houston, Aug. 29. 
' A new arena-type legit theatre 


~~ 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


In a campaign to make sister city St. Paul a better show town for 


will be built here on South Main. the legitimate, the Women’s Institute, retail merchants and newspapers 


| street, 


probably opening about 
| Feb. 1. 


William Z. Rozan, local | “South Pacific” as a bait to bring 


there have united forces and are using the impending engagement of 


in transient trade. Newspapers are 


Cod for Richard Aldrich’s tent-theatre | pus, formerly assistant to Margo | “South Pacific” in big type. The ads state that the smash hit is “com- 


Jones in Dallas, will build and | ing to St. Paul” and point out it’s the show that has broken all the- 


operate the house, which w 
a stock policy. 
The theatre will have a seatin 


ill have | at 
| 


rical records for attendance and is the 1950 Pulitzer Prize musical. 
| “If you desire advance information on the dates, ticket prices on 
g ‘South Pacific’ and other big attractions coming to St. Paul, please send 


Arthur Sircom, resident direc-| capacity of 300 persons, Miss Al- this coupon to the St. Paul Auditorium,” the ads state. 


j Sor of the Cape playhouse here 
‘for the last 11 seasons, has been | 
|appointed associate producer of | 


|the spot, which is operated by | 
| Richard Aldrich. 

| He is a member of the Raymond 

|Moore Foundation, which owns 

ithe property. 





‘Actor’ $4,400, Grist Mill | 
Andover, N. J., Aug. 29. | 

Business fell off last week at 
the Grist Mill playhouse here, with 
Leo G. Carroll in Rosemary 
Casey’s new play “Once An Actor” 
drawing around $4,400 in seven 
performances. Following Labor 
Day, the house will operate from 
Wednesday through Sunday. Cur- 
rent offering is Sylvia Sidney in 
“Goodbye, My Fancy.” 

Next week’s bill, opening Sept. 6 
and continuing through Sept. 10, 
will be “Voice of the Turtle,” with 
Ella Raines, Lenore Lonergan and 
George Englund. 





‘Thaw’ $4,700, Stockbridge 
Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 29. 
“January Thaw,’ without the 
aid of a name star, grossed around 
at the 432-seat playhouse 
here ‘last week. Attendance was 
about 600 short of capacity. House 
was scaled at a $2.94 top. 
“Post Road,” starring Su 
Pitts, is current. 


7 


aa 





| 
Montreal Silo Thrives 
Montreal, Aug. 29. 
Montreal’s only strawhatter, the, 
Canadian Art Theatre’s Mountain 
playhouse, is currently scoring 


with a trim vroduction of “Happy 


Birthday” starring Priscilla Dodge 
as Addie. Present offering con- 
cludes Saturday (2) and last show 
of the season, “See How They 
Run,” will open Sept. 4 for two 
weeks. 

Success of this first season is due 
chiefly to hardworking Joy Thom- 
son who has directed all shows of- 
fered and_ selected her plays 
throughout with care. The straight : 
$2 top in this 200-seater has built 
up a solid following and convinced 
the backers that a theatre of this 
type is possible on top Montreal’s 
mountain in spite of the rather 
awkward locale and little civic in- 
terest. Plans are already under- 
way for a full season next year. 





Ryle as Washington 

Washington, Aug. 29. | 

Lawrence Ryle, 34-year-old vet 
of Broadway, radio and TV, takes 
over Friday (1) the starring role 
of George Washington in ‘Faith | 
of Our Fathers,” the Paul Green 
Sesquicentennial pageant. He suc- 
ceeds George F. McClelland, who 
bows out to accept a contract with 
|“Ellery Queen,” American Broad- | 
casting Company TV show. | 
“Faith of Our Fathers” is cur- | 
|rently in its fourth week at the. 
4,000-seat new Rock Creek Park | 
| Amphitheatre. 





Omaha’s First Strawhat 
Omaha, Aug. 29. 

| Nebraska’s first and only straw- 
| hat at Lincoln, the “Hayloft’” is on 
ithe last lap of its initial season. 
|In a revamped barn in the state 
|eapital, it has been given all-pro- 
|fessional, standard dramas and 
/comedies since the week of June 
|27, when Barry Conners’ “The 
| Patsy” was the opener. 

| Capacity of “The Hayloft” is 250 
| with -$1.20 top and all seats re- 
served. The company is a resident 
| stock outfit and is all-Equity. Lead- 
|ing players are Arthur Howe, Alex- 
andra Jack, Judith Hunter and 
Mary Lou Blattspieler. Pro ers. 
are Richard Miller and David An- 


| 
} 
| 


| 


| 


|drews, with Lou Girard directing. | 


A suitable spot for a winter con- 
tinuation of the group is being 
sought, The organization calls it- 
self the only real resident stock 
company between Cleveland and 
Denver. In six weeks of operation 
it has played to 6,500 people. 





Ohio State Theatre Ends 

; Columbus, Aug. 29. 
Ohio State U. Stadium theatre, 
six arena-style 


Johnny productions this summer, played to 
Coley 9,813 patrons and a total gross of 


$7,500. The college’s speech de- 
partment broke about even on the 


dier,” starring John Tyers, Jean| season, since much of the money 


Nelson, Edwin Dunning, Kaye Con-| that could hav 
nor and Paul Reed opens in next-! profit w 
to-closing spot, with “Show Boat’ ment for the de 


e been counted as 
as used to purchase equip- 
partment’s winter 


in as finale for two weeks. Terrell dramatics. 


is staging “Chocolate Soldier” him- | 


Plan is to present six plays next 


self. Regular director Bob Jarvis, season, 


- 


PETE TT 


| morial 


'tre, Inc., the group backing the the 


bus says, and will employ only pro- | 
fessional actors. 


Touring ‘Pacific 
Booked for Yea 








r traction in Los Angeles. 





First $1,000,000 season in its history will be chalked u i 
the Los Angeles Civic Light Opera Assn. Fg Dawe 
“Chocolate Soldier,” “South Pacific’ and “Rose-Marie,” at the L. A 
Philharmonic and shutters for the year after the four-week run of “Lost 
in the Stars,” which starts next Monday (4). 
$962,600, with “Stars” expected to do a minimum of $180,000. 
| warking the record year was “South Pacific,” which rolled out of L.A 
|after 10 weeks with a $561,500 gross, setting a new record for one ats 


Civic has already presented 


Take thus far has hit over 
Bul- 





The touring company of “South 
Pacific,” currently playing San| 
Francisco, has now been booked 
solidly through the balance of the 
1950-51 season and for an indefi- | 
nite period beyond, depending on 
the length of the Chicago run, 
starting in mid-November. The pressagent Richard (A, Toxen 
third company, for which casting Worm) Maney vacations . . . Since 
is going on, probably won’t be NBC has taken possession of the 
ready before late next spring. Hudson, N. Y., 

The second troupe, closing its 
current run Sept. 10 at the Me- 
Opera House, San Fran- 
then plays the following 
Auditorium, Denver, Sept. 


Sol Jacobson is associate p.a. on 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” and 


fice has been moved to the Alvin, 
N. Y. Herman Bernstein, 
manager for L. & C. and Leland 
Hayward, is headquartering in the 
latter’s office . . . Richard Lewine, 


cisco, 
dates: 


12-16; KRNT theatre, Des Moines, who wrote the music for “Make 
Sept. 18-23; Kiel auditorium, St. Mine Manhattan,” has completed 
Louis, Sept. 25-Oct. 5; State Fair the songs for ““Mad Money,” revue 
auditorium, Dallas, Oct. 7-22; Or-, to be presented by Morton Gott- 


pheum, Omaha, Oct. 24-28; Muni- lieb . .. With the tryout of his 
cipal auditorium, St. Paul, Oct. 30-| ““Man Who Grew Younger” last 
Nov. 1; Lyceum, Minneapolis, Nov. week, Norman Ford has shuttered 
2-11; Shubert, Chicago, opening his Verbank (N. Y.) strawhat a 
Nov. 13 and, it’s predicted, run- Mg ee. San . ——— 
er saa —e of his “Lightning in December”... 
EAE SS a 6. 20Re Backers of the Dorothy Willard- 
Thomas Hammond presentation of 
“The Liar,” a $180,000 flop of last 
season, haven't yet received pro- 
duction or closing statements... 
Beulah Bondi will return to the 
Jct. ; stage for a part in “Hilda Crane,” 
a storm of applications for seats with Jessica Tandy .. . Robert T. 
at Tristates offices, that it was Tidwell, 22, tenor of the St. Louis 
halted by an announcement that’ Muny Opera chorus, has been call- 
reservation time would be told ed for active duty at the Great 
later. Hundreds of Omahans,!| Lakes Naval Training Station. He 
fearing that “S. P.” would not be was formerly a pharmacist’s mate, 





Run on Omaha B. O. 
Omaha, Aug. 29. 
Bare announcement that “South 
Pacific’’> was booked into the Or- 
pheum starting Oct. 24 drew such 


here, have tickets for the Des third class... Steven H. Scheuer 
Moines engagement. Deal for, has optioned “Sunday Breakfast,” 
local showing was not set until by Emery Rubio and Miriam Balf. 
last week. The drama is reportedly a psycho- 


logical study of an odious family. 


Russell Lewis planed to the 
Coast this week to attend the San 
Francisco opening of his and How- 
|ard Young’s presentation of Maur- 
|ice Evans in “Devil's Disciple”... 
Bruce Gordon, understudy, has 
taken over the male lead opposite 
Helen Hayes in ‘Wisteria Trees,” 
succeeding Kent Smith, who with- 
drew to play the leading role op- 
posite Barbara Bel Geddes in 
John Steinbeck’s “Burning Bright” 
.. John Emery will have a princi- 
al part in the Theatre Guild re- 
to vival of “Relapse,” with Cyril Rit- 


“Lost in the Stars” is set at the 
Omaha for Oct. 3-4. 


W. HARTFORD TO VOTE 
SEPT. 14 ON LEGITE 


Hartford, Aug. 29. 

Whether to accept the contro- 
versial Frank Lloyd Wright theatre 
will be decided Sept. 14 by the 
voters of nearby West Hartford. 
They will take to the polls in a p 
special referendum whether 





overrule the Town Council and chard and Madge Elliott (Mrs. Rit- | 


grant a zone change for the con- chard) . . . Michael Myerberg has 
struction of the modern structure. leased the,Mansfield, N. Y., to CBS 

Last Tuesday night (22) the for five years for use as a television 
Town Council of West Hartford re- studio, at a reported annual rental 
ceived a petition from New Thea- Of about $90,000. As a consequence, 
forthcoming Myerberg - Joel 
Spector production, “The Barrier,” 
must be booked into another the- 
atre . . Robert Simon, understudy, 
is again playing the Willy Loman 


_legiter, containing the necessary 
|2,637 signatures requiring the 
| Council to put the theatre question 
to a referendum vote. The Council le: wae « “eo ieetaatag 
on Aug. 10 had denied a recom- peel og cgay 
tag = laggy Hartford off to the Coast to assume the same 
| oe > Pg gy role in the touring company. He 
| that a zone change aske y the swaps places with Thomas Mit- 
theatre group be approved. chell, who is due to take over the 
Setting of the referendum date part in the Broadway edition Sept. 
climaxed several months of con- 18... “For Love of Money,” which 
troversial town council meetings. | — week at the Ambassa- 
|The theatre group is headed by @0rs, London, is by Jordan Law- 
'Paton Price and is understood to renee. It is completely distinct 
‘include a couple of Broadway and from F. Hugh Herbert’s similarly- 
| Hollywood names, The main issue titled Broadway comedy of several 
_is apparently not the theatre per, ern ae ; ; 
'se, but. whether. it should be lo- | Arthur Miller is doing a new 
_cated in a residential district. | adaptation of Ibsen's “Enémy of 


| a ingen O which Lars Nordenson 

P , plans to present with Fredric 
Kate Set for Dallas March and Florence Eldridge co- 
Dallas, Aug. 29. ? Michael Todd has optioned 

| “Kiss Me, Kate” will give its “Tevye’s Daughters,” adapted by 
_only performance in Texas in the Irving Elman from Sholom Alei- 
State Fair Auditorium here during Chem’s stories. The script, former- 
the eight days of Dec. 25 to Jan. 1, | /¥ on the Rodgers & Hammerstein 
with matinees to be announced Production schedule, involves nu- 
later. ee tae “pape and a musical score, 
The company to be seen here eron qua} eduire an estimated 
will include Frances McCann, Bob $125,000 budget. . . Backers of 


“ ap k s ” - 
Wright, Betty George, Marc Platt Baie MY ‘on the een ae 
| SOS Sonny Sete. ~ — production statement 
‘ | which was a couple of ; : 
Jose Limon left Sunday (27) with|. . . Producer ~Gitector ” Gheemes 


his dance company for Mexico City, | Somnes, ill in Denver, has delayed 











,to begin rehearsals for a two-week | his return to New York ,.. Ger-|$ 


| engagement, beginning Sept. 19 at trude L 
| the Palacio de Bellas Artes, under home on 
| sponsorship of the government- | ficiently 
| subsidized Academia de la Danza, 
|headed by Miguel Covarrubias, 


awrence, at her summer 

Cape Cod, recovered suf- 

from her spine fracture 

_ to have her back unstrapped and 

jis taking special 
| 


> 


“Cocktail Party” this week while | 


the Howard Lind- | 
say-Russel Crouse production of- | 


general | 


eding Albert Dekker, who is. 


starred and Robert Lewis Staging. | 


Legit Bits 


James Merrill Herd announces 
| that he is among the backers of 
“The Barrier” .. . Craig Kelly has 
optioned the Jacqueline Susann- 
Beatrice Cole comedy, “Cock of 
the Walk,” in which he plans to 
star James Dunn .. . Christopher 
O’Brien, Coast Equity representa- 
tive in Hollywood, returns to the 
Coast this week. 

Eunice Healey has dropped the 
Catherine Hoskins drama, “No Ark 
on Ararat,” but still has under op- 
tion the Bud Burston-Allan Sher- 
man musical, “The Golden Touch” 
... Eddie Dowling announces plans 
for a November production, with 
himself as stager, of “Springboard 
to Nowhere,” by Greek dramatist 
Alexander Lidor. The actor is 
already set to direct and costar 
with Joan McCracken in Anthony 
Brady Farrell’s presentation of A. 
B. Shiffron’s “Angel in the Pawn- 
shop” ... Walerie Taylor, George 


Ralph and Mercia Swinburne ar- 
rived from London last week to 
appear in “Giaconda Smile”. . 


David Pardoll has arrived from a 
Hollywood film stint to take over 
as production stage manager of 
“Live Wire,” succeeding Richard 
Martin, who left for a similar as- 
signment with the Coast produc- 
tion of “Ballet Bailads.’”” George 
Hall has joined the “Wire” cast, 
replacing Pat Harrington, who 
withdrew for a part in “Call Me 
Madam” ... Charlotte Greenwood 
|is due from the Coast next week 
for a lead role in “Out of This 
World,” the new Cole Porter show 
... Circus pressagent F. Beverly 
Kelley will be advance man for 
the ‘“‘Lost in the Stars” tour for 
the Playwrights’ Co. 


Tone $8,000, Saratoga; 
Closes Click Season 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Aug. 29. 
Franchot Tone, registering an es- 
|timated $8,000 in “Second Man” at 
the 570-seat Spa Summer theatre, 
at a $3 top, rang down the curtain 
on what producer John Huntington 
described as “the most successful 
season in the history of the play- 
/ house.” Screen-stage star drew vir- 
tually capacity business, even at 
the Wednesday matinee. His gross 
came close to the $8,100 which 
Fran Warren racked in ‘“Finian's 
Rainbow” the fourth week of an 
eight-week season. 


Huntington announced, in a pro- 
gram note, that he plans to repeat 
next season his new policy of divid- 
ing the bookings “equally between 
musicals and straight plays. 

In the previous three seasons the 
strawhat presented only two musi- 
‘cals, a Paul and Grace Hartman 
revue and a song-and-dancer star- 
ring Bert Wheeler, the latter a 
financial fiasco. This year the 
‘schedule included “Finian’s Rain- 
bow,” “On the Town,” “Gay Di- 
vorce” and “Knickerbocker Holi- 
'day.” On the Town” grossed ap- 
proximately $6,100, “Gay Divorce” 
did an estimate $4,700, and “Knick- 
erbocker Holiday” pulled around 
$4,700. Of the other bookings, 
|“Light Up the Sky,” the opener, 
drew a reported $4,300; “The Spi- 
der.” starring Victor Jory, about 
|$4,500, and “The Web and the 
Rock,” tryout starring Kay Fran- 
cis, almost $7,500. The theatre re- 
| portedly didn’t have a losing week 
a year. 

Huntington, who rescaled the 
| Seats to hit slightly higher weekly 
|8rosses, is understood to have 
‘played to a total business of around 
44,000, which gave him a substan- 
itial profit. He leases the Spa the- 
|atre, one of the finest on the straw- 
hat circuit, from the Saratoga Com- 
mission, It is situated on the State 





exercises . . ./ Reservation. 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE $1 





Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on V 
boxoffice estimates for last week 


ARIETY’s 
(the 13th week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 
BROADWAY Season Season 
Number of shows current ................ 16 15 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 228 197 
Total gross for all current shows last week $361.200 $409,600 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows.... $5.131,800 $5,058,700 
Number of new productions so far........ . 3 2 

ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 

Number of current touring shows reported 9 8 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 117 124 
Total road gross reported last week $277 .300 $212,800 


Season's total road gross so far.. 





$3,139,400 $3,100,500 








Chi Spurts Again; Roberts $20,000, 
Ear Reaches $18,600, ‘Mice’ $11,400 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 


Conventions, cool weather and 


closing notices combined to _ in- 
crease the legit take here last 
week. “Mister Roberts,” which 


moves out in two weeks, continued 
to set the pace, but 
Mice” and “Lend an Ear” 
gained. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Tend An Ear,” Great Northern 
(22d wk) ($4.95; 1,500). Improved 
$1,100 to reach $18,600. 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (4th 
wk) ($3.71; 1,334). Climb of $800 
brought in $20,000. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Harris (16th 
wk) ($3.71; 1,000). Better by about 
$1,100. which brought the total to 
$11,400. 


Festival Folds 


also 





At $26,300 Loss 


Festival Theatre, which folded 
operations Saturday night (26) at 
the Fulton, N. Y., with a curtailed 
presentation of “Borned in Texas,” 
involved an estimated loss of about 


$26,300 on an investment of $30.- | 
000. By cancelling the second week | 
scheduled | 


of “Borned” and the 
presentation starting next Monday 
(4) of “Crimes and Crimes,” gen- 
eral partners Sam Wanamaker, 
Terese Hayden and Harriett Ames 
avoided additional losses which 
would have exceeded the budget 
and required an overcall. 

Actual production of the four 
revivals, “Parisienne,” “Lady from 
the Sea,” “Borned” and “Crimes,” 
is understood to have totalled 
about $12,000. The total gross for 
five weeks’ operation was approxi- 
mately $25,700, while the running 
cost was around $40,000. The outfit 
has assets of about $6,000 in union 
bonds and deposits. 


‘Rio Rita’ Smash $14,100; 
Danbury Ends on Upbeat 


Danbury, Conn., Aug. 29. 

Turnaway audiences last week 
for “Rio Rita” in the 2,200-seat 
Melody Fair tent on the Danbury 
Fairgrounds here helped reduce 
losses of the weak opening stanzas 
of Connecticut's first music circus. 
Current and closing bill of season 
is “Desert Song,” with sellout as- 
sured. Starred 





Broadway musical 
scored a personal success here this 
summer. 

“Rio Rita” grossed a fine $14,100 
at a $2.40 top, although musical 
comedies have not fared as well 


here as operettas with more spec- | 


tacular costuming and lustier musi- 
cal effects. Hal LeRoy was starred, 
and Paul Gilbert, a lively new- 
comer, led the support. 

Ben Boyer and James Wester- 
field, operators of Melody Fair, are 
polling the audience this week for 
next year’s repertoire. Opening is 
already announced to be “Show 


Boat,” possibly with Dorothy Kir- | 


sten, barring film commitments. 


Upwards of 100,000 have seen 
the first 10 productions. Losses 


the first four weeks totaled $23,000. | 


When an unusually moving produc- 


“tion of “Bitter Sweet” consolidat- 


ed public interest, the tent began 
to make a weekly operating profit, 
and losses have been reduced to 
almost $10,000. 

As an end-of-season note, Phyllis 
Wilcox, soubrette, weds David 


Williams, juvenile, in the Danbury | 


Congregational Church next Fri- 
day (1), with many strawhat pa- 
trons planning to attend. 


“Two Blind! 


is John Shafer, | 
younger brother of Robert Shafer, | 
lead, who has_ 





+ 


‘Annie’ Letdown $14,000, 
Extra 3 Nights, Pitt 
Pittsburgth, Aug. 29. 
Half-week holdover of “Annie 
Get Your Gun” at Pitt Stadium 


was disappointing. Closing show 
of the season in three extra per 


formances, ending Wednesday night 


(23), did only around $14,000, just 
got a little more 
break. H. o. was set on strength of 
heavy demand for tickets the pre- 
vious week, but apparently only a 
small percentage of the applicants 
came back. On nine performances, 
“Annie” drew a bit above $65,000, 
still under what the getaway bill, | 
|**Kiss Me, Kate,” knocked down | 
‘in six, the regulation period. | 
“Kate” hung up a new local all- | 
time hffh for outdoor productions 
with a sensational $67,000. 
This will probably be the last year 
operettas are done in Pitt Stadium. 
Civic Light Opera Assn. hopes to 
have its own amphitheatre, seating 
9.000 and located in Schenley 
Park, ready for 1951 season. 


‘OKLA.’ LEAVES LONDON 





than an even) 


Strawhat Tryouts 


THIS WEEK 

“Barn Dance”—AMillstream plav- 
| house, Sea Girt, N. J. (29-3), _ 
| “Box Office”—Lakeside theatre. 
Lake Hopatcong, N. J. (29-3). 

“Homeward Look”—Show Shop, 
Canton, Conn. (29-3) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY this week). 

“My Fiddle’s Got Three Strings” 
—Westport (Conn.) Country play- 
house (28-2) (Reviewed in VARIETY 
this week). 

“Nothing Serious” — John Drew 
theatre, East Hampton, L. I. (28- 
so ewes in Variety, Aug. 2, 

) 


} 


“Once An Actor” — Woodstock 
(N.Y.) playhouse (29-3) (Reviewed 
in VARIETY, Aug. 2, '50). 

“See How They Run”—Millville 
(Pa.) Summer theatre (29-2): 
Robin Hopd theatre, Arden. Del. 
(29-2); Southbury (Mass.) play- 
house (29-3) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
July 19, '50). 

“Sodom, Tennessee” — Havyloft. 
Allentown, Pa. (28-3). ' 

“Story for a Sunday Evening”— 
Famous Artists Country playhouse, 
Fayetteville, N. Y. (28-2) (Re- 
viewed in Variety July 20, °49.) 

“Uproar”—Boston Summer thea- 
tre (28-2) (Reviewed in VARIETY. 
July 19, ’50. under title of “His 
' French Wife.”) 

“Vicious Circle’ — Pocono play- 
| house, Mountainhome, Pa. (28-2) 
(Reviewed in Variety this week). 

“Wind Blows Free” — Antrim 
playhouse, Suffern, N. Y. (30-4). 

NEXT WREK 

“Facade” — Woodstock, N. Y. 
playhouse (5-10). 

“Head of the Family”—Westport 
(Mass.) Summer theatre (4-9). 

“His French Wife” — Ogunquit 
(Me.) playhouse (4-9) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY, July 19, °50). 

“Sodom, Tennessee” — Hayloft, 
Allentown, Pa. (4-10). 


Salesman’ $18,000 





‘Marie’ $53,000, L.A 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Legit tempo slackens here this 


| week with the Philharmonic Audi- 


WITH LOTSA RECORDS 


London, Aug. 25. 


With the closing of “Oklahoma,” 
Oct. 21, at Stoll’s theatre, after 
three vears at Drury Lane, it will 
have plaved in London for three | 
vears and five months. Figures, in 
grosses and attendance, read al- | 
most like a war debt. In its three 
vears at the Lane, it played to 
2.700,000 people, raked in $7,500.- 
000, and paid $656,000 in admis- 
sions tax. - 

It also created a new house rec- 
ord of 1,343 performances, break- 
ing the previous mark of 492 per- 
formances held by another Oscar | 
Hammerstein 2d show, “Rose Ma- 
rie.” produced in 1926. 

In the five months the musical 
will have played at Stoll’s, it will | 
have grossed another $140,000, and | 
will have been seen by 200,000 | 
more people. Show has also been | 
responsible for the resumption of | 
dividend payments to stockholders 
of the Lane, who have been divi- | 
less for many years. 


‘Innocents’ Set to Tour; 


~ Backers Get $9,000 Bac 


Touring edition of “The Inno- 
cents.” William Archibald dramati- 
zation of the Henry James novel, | 
with Sylvia Sidney, David Cole, 
Patsy Bruder and Regina~ Wallace 
in the four speaking parts, opens | 
Sept. 11 at the Cass, Detroit, and 
the following week goes into the 
Harris, Chicago, for a run. Show | 
is being presented by Harald. 
Bromley and George Brandt, who | 
acquired the rights from the origi- 
nal producer, Peter Cookson, on a! 
deal involving straight purchase of 
the Jo Mielziner setting and a per- 
| eentage of the profits. It is under- 
‘stood to have an operating nut of 
about $11,000. 

Backers of the original Broad- 
‘way presentation have this far re | 
ceived $9,000 on their $40,000 in-| 
vesitment. 














Dreams’ $4,500, Montreal 


Montreal, Aug. 29. 
' The local legit season got away | 
te a slow start last week when) 
“The Devil Also Dreams” played | 
seven performances at His Majes- 
tv's to only about $4,500. Mixed 
reviews and hot weather didn’t 
help. : 

The 1.579-seater carried a $3.38 


| top. 


(4th wk) ($4.80; 2.760). 


torium remaining dark for one 
frame after a sock four weeks with 


' “Rose Marie,” third offering of the 


L. A. Civie Light Opera season. 
Show grossed a_ great $208,250 
for the stand. 

“Desert Song’ also wound up 
last week at the Greek theatre, 
ending on an SRO note. “Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes,” bowed last 
night (28) as the final offering of 
the Gene Mann .season, with ad-| 
vance sale so heavy that the open- 
air house has scheduled Sunday 
performances for the first time in 
its history. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Death of a Salesman,” Biltmore 
(4th wk) ($3.60; 1.636). Skidded a 


‘trifle, but nearly $18.000 was still | 


profitable; Albert Dekker takes | 


over the lead Thursday (31), with) $24.000). 


Thomas Mitchell returning to New 


“Desert Song,” Greek (2d 
($3.60; 4.400). Despite cool nights, | 
the SRO sign was up during the 


final week, a great $52.000 bring- | 


ing the total tally to $97,000 for 
the fortnight. 

“Rose Marie,” Philharmonic Aud 
Great $53.- 
000 for the final week gave it 
$208 250 in four, highly profitable 


for the L. A. Civic. Final offering, | 


“Lost In The Stars,’ bows next 


Monday (4). 
ia 


Current Road Shows 


(Aug 28-Sept. 9) 





“Affairs of State” ‘tryout)—Shu- | 


bert, New Haven (30-2); Locust, 
Phila (4-9). 

“Call Me Madam” (tryout)— 
Shubert, New Haven (4-9). 

“Death of a Salesman”—Bilt- 
more, L. A. (28-9). 

“Devil’s Disciple’ — Opera 
House, Central City, Col. (28-30); 
Lobero, Santa Barbara (1-2); 
Geary, San Francisco (4-9). 

“Kiss Me, Kate’ — Community. 


Hershey, Pa. (28-30); Lyric, Allen- | 


town, Pa. (31-2); Shubert, Phila 
(4-9). 

“Lend An Ear’—Great North- 
ern, Chi (28-9). 

“Lost in the Stars’”—Curran, 
S. F. (28-2); Philharmonic aud., 
L. A. (4-9). 

“Mister Roberts” — Erlanger, 
Chi (28-2); Forrest, Phila (4-9). 

“Oklahoma”’—Nixon, Pitt (4-9). 

“Pardon Our French” (tryout) 
—Opera House, Boston (4-9). 

“South Pacific’—Memorial aud., 
S. F. (28-9). 

. “Summer and Smoke’ — Metro- 
politan, Seattle (5-9). 


wk) 





Broadway boxoffice took a 
healthy jump last week, nearly all 
shows benefiting from the seasonal 
upturn. Attendance Monday and 
Tuesday nights (21-22) was gen- 
erally much better than the corres- 
ponding nights the previous week. 
Receipts tapered off a bit at some 
shows Wednesday night (23) and 


the downtrend was more marked 
Thursday and Friday nights (24- 
25), with very spotty conditions 


prevailing Saturday (26). 

According to the records for last 
season and 1948-49, business is 
due to take a pre-Labor Day dip 
this week, but should bounce back 
next week and thereafter climb 
steadily until around Thanksgiv- 
ing, when the pre-Christmas de- 
cline begins. 

There was one closing last week, 
as “Borned in Texas” folded after 
a single week at the Fulton, N. Y., 
bringing the Festival Theatre to 
a premature end. “Where's 
Charley?” folds Sept. 9 at the St. 
James and “Texas, Li’! Darlin’” 
will shutter Sept. 16 at the Hell- 
inger to go on tour. Two or three 
other shows may also close shortly. 

The total gross for all 16 shows 
last week was $361,200, or 72.04°7 
of capacity. The previous week's 
total gross for 15 shows was $324,- 
200, or-71.88%0 of capacity. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20% amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 
tax. ‘ 

“Cocktail (32d 
wk) (C-$4.80; 940; $21,600). Pre- 
vious week, $12,300; last week, 
nearly $12,900. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco | 
(81st wk) (D-$4.80; 914; st week, 


Party,” Miller 


| Previous week, $12,300; last week, 


$13.300. 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” | 
Ziegfeld (38th wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 
$48,244). Previous week, topped 


$46.100: last week, almost $47,100. 

“Happy Time,” Plymouth (31st 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1.063: $29,019). Pre- 
vious week, $17,500; last week, 
reached $20,000. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (86th 
wk) (M-S6: 1.361; $38,000). Previous 
week, $35,300; last week, $37,700. 

“Live Wire,” Playhouse (2d wk) 
(C-$4.80; 819: $18,740). Previous 
week, around $6,000 for first four 
performances; last week, about 
$5.800 for regular eight perfor- 
mances; will probably stay long 
enough at least for the manage- 
ment to share in a possible film 
sale. 

“Member of the Wedding,” 
Empire (34th wk) ‘D-$4.80; 1,082; 
Previous week, $14,200; 
last week, $15,600. 

“Mister Roberts,’”’ Alvin (127th 
wk) (CD-$4.80; 1,360: $34,276). Pre- 
vious week, $24,400; last week, 
| $26.500. 

“Peep Show,” Winter Garden 
(9th wk) (R-$7.20; 1.519; $53,000). 
Previous week, $39,000; last week, 
$43,400. 

* “Peter Pan,” Imperial (18th wk) 
(M-$4.80: $34.500). Previous week, 
$21.300; last week, $25,900. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (72d 
wk) (M-$6: 1,659; $50,186). Previ- 
}ous week and every week the ab- 
| solute limit, almost $50,800. 

“Texas, Lil Darlin’,” Hellinger 
(lst wk) (M-$6:; 1.543; $42,000). Re- 
opened last week after five-week 
‘lavoff and grossed $14,900. 

“The Consul.” Barrymore (24th 
| wk) - (M-$4.80-$6:; 1.066; $28,000). 

Previous week, $13,500; last week, 
topped $15,000. 

“Tickets. Please.”’ Coronet (18th 
wk), /R-$4.80; 998; $26,000). Previ- 
ous week. $14,000; last week, bet- 
tered $14,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(97th wk) (M-$6; 1,509; $38,700). 
Previous week, almost $30,300; last 
week, $35,800. 
| “Wisteria Trees,” Beck (18th wk) 
(D-$4.80: 1,214; $33,000). Previous 
| week, $12,300; last week, $12,000. 
Steck 


| “Borned in Texas,” Fulton (ist 
wk) (D-$3; 976; $15,092). Eked out 
a measly $2,800 and folded Satur- 
day night (26) after eight perform- 
ances. Closing ended the Festival 
Theatre operation, as the fourth 
and final presentation, “Crimes and 
Crimes.” has been scratched. 

| “Medium” and “Telephone,” 
|Arena (6th wk) ‘M-$3; 500; $10 
/600). Previous week, about $6,200; 
_last week, about the same, 

Future Dates 
“Daphne Laureola,” Sept. 





18, 


B'way Starting Seasonal Climb: 
Peep’ $43,400, ‘Roberts’ $26,500, 
‘Wisteria’ $12,000, ‘Wire’ $5,800 


Sept. 26, Biltmore; “Black Chif- 
fon,” Sept. 27, 48th Street; “Sea- 
son in the Sun,” Sept. 28, Cort; 
“Giaconda Smile,” Oct. 3. Lyceum; 
“Way Things Go,” Oct. 6, unspeci- 
fied theatre; “Call Me Madam,” 
Oct. 9, Imperial; “Curious Savage,” 
Oct. 10, Booth; “Legend of Sarah,” 
Oct. 11, Fulton; “Burning Bright,” 
Oct. 16. unspecified theatre; “Re- 
lapse,” Oct. 23, unspecified theatre; 
“Couniry Girl,” Nov. 6: “Lady’s 
Not for Burning,” Nov. 8; “Guys 
and Dolls,” Nov. 9. 46th Street; 
“Ring ‘Round the Moon,” Nov. 23, 
Martin Beck; “Out of This World,” 
Nov. 30, Century; “Bless You All,” 
Dec. 14, Hellinger. 


S.P_’$83,100 Avain, 
‘Stars $37,900, SF. 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 

“South Pacific’ had 
pacity $83,100 last 
fourth stanza at the 3.252-seat 
Opera House. Gross is expected 
to jump next week when show goes 
off Civic Light Opera subscription 
list for its final two stanzas. House 
scaled from $2.40 to $4.80. 

“Lost In The Stars,” with Todd 
Duncan, chalked up a strong $37.- 
900 for its third week at the 1,700- 
seat Curran. House is scaled to 
$4.80. Current week is the finale. 

“Summer And Smoke,” with 
Dorothy McGuire, John Ireland 
and Una Merkel, hit a moderate 
$12,500 for its second week at the 
1,600-seat Geary, where it’s set for 
one more week with house scaled 
to $3.60. 


‘KATE’ WALLOPING 456 
2D WK. AT WATERGATE 


Washington, Aug. 29. 

Smash business for “Kiss Me, 
Kate” at the Watergate Amphi- 
theatre here last week bolsters 
prospects that the big municipal 
spot may be used for legit next 
summer. The Cole Porter musical 
grossed a terrific $45,000 for its 
second and last stanza. Added to 
the first week's $31,000, it brings 
the total take to $76,000 for 1 
nights (one was rained out) an 
no matinees. The big amphitheatre 
was scaled to a moderate $3.60 top 
for the stand, 

Ned Armstrong, Broadway press« 
agent who came here to flack the 
“Kate” engagement, has remained 
in town and is working on a deal 
for financing a summer of big time 
musicomedy next year. He is 
understood also to be opening a 
theatrical pressagentry office. 


Evans- Disciple’ 706, 
3 Weeks, Central City 


Central City, Col., Aug. 29. 

Maurice Evans, starring in “Deve 
il’s Disciple,” grossed over $20,000 
last week in the 785-seat Opera 
House here, at seale of $5.70 to 
$3.25. That gave him a total gross 
of more than $70,000 for the run 
of three weeks plus one performs 
ance, ending Saturday night (26), 
Featured with the star were John 
Williams. Frances Reed and Philip 
Bourneuf. 

Revival is currently en route to 
the Coast, opening Thursday night 
(30) for four performances at the 
Lobero, ‘Santa Barbara, before 
moving to San Francisco. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Affairs of State” (C)—Richard 
W. Krakeur and Fred F. Finkle- 
hoff; Louis Verneuil, director. 

“Call Me Madame” (M)—Leland 
Hayward; George Abbott, director, 

“Curious Savage” (D)—Russell 
Lewis; Peter Glenville, director. 

“Giaconda Smile” (D) — ‘Shep- 
hard Traube; Traube director. 

“Legend of Sarah” ‘D)—Kermit 
Bloomgarten; Benn W. Levy, direc- 


tor. 
| “Oklahoma” (M)—Theatre Guild; 
Jerry Whyte, director. 
“Pardon Our French” (R)—Ol- 
'sen & Johnson. 
“Season in the Sun” (D)—Court- 
ney Burr & Malcolm Pearson} 


| Burgess Meredith, director. 
| “Southern Exposure” (C)—Margo 





another ca- 
week for its 








j 


{ 








“Two Blind Mice”—Harris, Chi | Music Box; “Affairs of State,” Sept. Jones, Manning Gurian, Ted Adove; 


(28-9). 


25, Royale; “Southern Exposure,” 


‘Miss Jones, director. 
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| 
| dramatic plasma, it will land up in 
the home for abandoned strawhat 
scripts. This is its second tryout. | 


A LEGITIMATE 








| 
| 


Play Out of Town 





Strawhat Reviews | 


Last February, it was presented 


Go Indoors in 195] 











My Fiddle’s Got Three | situations. And from Lydia St. — » Pie § a es | —— | Dallas, Aug. 29 
Sirings Clair he has brought a powerful > \eePy voe by me anguare | High and Dry ’ ; Ale 
? a performance. Not one moment Players, a winter stock company at | a . | Dallas’ summei musical shows 
Fla Hollywood, Aug. 24. | ; 
4 may move indoovs to the air-con- 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 29. 

Theatre Guild of drama 
in three acts (five scenes), by Arnold 
S-hulman. Stars J. Edward Bromberg, 
Meureen Stapleton; features Fritzi Scheff. 
Directed by Lee Strasberg: setting and 
lizhting, Eldon Elder. Production under 
supervision of Lawrence Langner and 
Theresa Helburn; Phillis Anderson, asso- 
ciate producer. At the Westport (Conn.) 
County playhouse, Aug. 28, 50; $3.60 top. 


presentation 


ee Maureen Stapleton & . . ; 4 “ae ; as, 
NT Ec evaustetns J. Edward Bromberg suspicion and misunderstanding. the role of the double-talking | ek Aol yew P50; 2 coe r - at te iis . 
—* ph! SAY Baring: foe "ines = This group of people, all a vicious Prof. Albert Baker. He takes excel- | Roger Hobson............Norwood Smith om ees © oh tate Fair of 
Moish liiiiiriiirrrst ss psis¥a eae’ | circle, walk in and out of a family lent advantage of his limited part.| Lena Zonker............ Sharon Randall | Texas, the sentinient among the 
MING Cia tenia khoe wees Steven Hill house in San Francisco, a house| The story revolves about a Wid-| Theda Cartwright....... as ae es | seer board of directors is about 60- 
coins done over yearly by an imported owed small town newspaper gal, | Karl Theobald Zonker,.. Skeets Gallagher | 40 in favor of staying vutdoors. ; 
The Theatre Guild gives an im- Continental decorator. The moth-| Kay Porter, who, in an effort tO) Patrick...............++: Dave Le Grant “This is the rainiest season since mI 
ag es workout to this first play er’s _typically continental friends support her literary son through 5 de OA Bork Be oer 1941,” Thornton says. “Some of : 
oy 24-year-old Arnold Schulman, are in and out of the house, and school, finishes a book, started policeman o™"""" George. Schlatter | our productions haven’t had a ¢ 
an auspices that should be highly seeds of mistrust between the some years back. Whem she learns | Amy Cartwright .. Cherrio Meredith | chance to show what they could 
encouraging to any young Ameri- mother and son are soon sown. that the boy has also written a| Bertha Cartwright...Maybelle Castleman | Nevertheless. w ; 
; MBE sie ; : ; : : “lage "| Cass Cartwright ; Jesselyn Fax do. evertheless, we look to be in 
can playwright. Writing realis- The son, an odd sort, has been book and that he is afraid her) yr. pixon Dick Brown | better shape, attendance wise. th: 
tically of Miami Beach, where he reared on the Continent, always literary rep might hurt his chances, | Herman..............-. Frank Fiumara | ~ th ping ea fines ti poor hs my _— 
grew up, Schulman draws a sharp, with his mother hovering near, and she hurls the completed manu- > sagg SRS ; = Ss ~ . ag fe an we Reve heard 
unhappy picture of life in the grim growing up with an adoration ot a script into a wastebasket. But a Children vie Reed. Robert Goldie a — ; n — we get more bad 
alleys off Collins avenue, behind dead father. On his mother’s re- junk wagon driver picks the m. ag ee ee ~ a breaks from the ae eer we should 
he ere: sle arriage > Thi we ie eg rar 3 Q iat om — = oth, George Schlatter, en ark, aire | come nearer t nishi ; 
the great hotels. marriage the neurotic son forms a script and sends it to a publisher. Kent. Macilyn June, Barbara Calder, ishing in the 


. . = . . 
Harry, a nightside cabbie, lives 


| 


passes without her being the great St. Petersburg, ' 
magnetic force on the stage. In a Main asset of the play +8 the 
long and arduous part. she is al- Usage of a couple of characters, 
most everything an actress should | one of whom, Carrie Boone, a beer 
be. guzzling unwanted relative, as 
This is a deep and moving drama, Played by Laura McClure, becomes 
of the conflict of emotions between | almost a lead and steals a good 
a mother and son when they be- part of the plaudits. | Vinnie 
come enmeshed in a whirlpool of Rourke, a vet actor, polishes off 


hatred for the step-father that in- The book is accepted, she marries 


Paul P. Schreibman and Alvin B. Bara- 
nov, in association with Paul Sperling, 
presentation of musical comedy in two 
| acts (135 scenes), with book by Gene Ellis 
and Scott Farnworth; music, Stan 
ava; lyrics, Bernard Ide. Features Skeets 
Gallagher, Norwood Smith. Directed by 
|Harold J. Kennedy; musical numbers 
| staged by Jack Baker: music and choral 
| direction, Stan Keyava; settings, Thomas 
|E. O’Neill. Fulton McGrath and Stan 


Dolores Peterson, Jack Regas, Bob Street, 
Pederson. Wiletta 


Key: | 


ditioned State fair auditorium in 
11951. Decision will be made un- 
til after.the end of the present sea- 
| son, which is being presented in 
'the alfresco Casino in the Fair 
'Park. According to R. L. Thorn- 


black than at any other time since 
1946 and 1947.” 





there in a shabby room with his creases in bitterness, until in a taut her newspaper publisher boss and Hamil Petrof. Jerry F ne 

landlady, a lonely slattern, who scene the son kills his foster-par-| the son’s collegiate future is as- a Elmes, Marian Horosko, Bon- 

tekes a punishing existence to keep ent. Even then, the mother pro- gured. cea Sh h Exi } 

him with her. In a pitiful effort to tects the son by making the slaying, Jo; ybleigh is okay as ‘ Sas c1ts ° 
Pp Joan Cobleigh is okay as the Ever since “Lend an Ear” burst, * anahan Exits Pitt B.O.; 


win him completeiy, she sends 
north for his son, 22, from whom 
the cabman has been separated for 
a decade.‘ A cooperative waif se- 
duces this. adored but rebellious 
youth to keep him in line and, with 


acter analysis, 


appear a suicide. But the boy 
breaks from his mother to p!ane to 
Europe with four-time-wed Lady 
Sylvia. This climax at the end does 
not seem fully drawn in its char- 
but may be reme- 


mother and Eagar Hastings gets by 
as the son. Other acceptable per- 
formances are given by Jack Ayers, 
Sylvia Huot, Stanley Cobleigh and 
Michael Case. 


Eck. 








out of the Las Palmas to click on 
Broadway hopeful producers have 
been vainly using the house as a 
test-tube for other would-be potent 


Carlin, Cardona Succeed 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 29. 
Dave Shanahan, veteran legit 
treasurer here, won't be in the box- 


the help of another tenant's sui- diec in rew rite, as can the — Ps concoctions. Latest dud is “High. office when New Nixon, formerly 
cide, the landlady finally engulfs ate of the script and the overlong Legit Follow-Ups and Dry,” which differs from most the Senator, tees off Sept. 4 with 
her hero. c irst act. ne : of its predecessors only in that it “Oklahoma.” Shanahan who 
Schulman, already credited with The cast is fine. Maida Reade, is a book show rather than a revue ‘ted 20 vears . 3 
‘ , tekgeir 7 a a la Elsa Maxwell. handles that dll " - : - Starte 20 years ago at old Nixon 
another new play, A Thousand a ia Eisa Maxwell, Nhandies wha Ge le . Prefe The book, however, is no asset. as an usher. worked t hief 
Guys Named Max,” has a facility she has to do expertly but needs sentiomen reter | Thin, windy story deals with the aa Pag aad ete 7 ped _ chief of 
for recognizing and remembering more laugh lines to help the play | Biondes exploits of a conman who Gertrude ra whe ee — ant treasurer and 
unhappy incidents and he care- along James Mac€ oll, as the dec- (GREEK THEATRE, L. A.) |Ederles out of Alcatraz and vic- finally treasurer, when the late 
fully but rather effectively, if not orator, gives _the play a needed Los Angeles, Aug. 28. | timizes a wealthy young man who Arthur Low shifted to New York, 
skillfully, knits them into a drama boost. Otis Bigelow, as the young Gene Mann’s faithful Coast car-| wants to build a resort on a water- 1S understood to be going into auto 
of modest proportions. His dialog assistant picked up on an Italian pon of this Broadway smash musi- | less Government-surplus island in @sency business. It’s understood 


combines the remembered conver- 
sation of real people with a sense 


beach when he lacked a sou, turns 


cal brings to a socko close Mann's 


San Francisco Bay. Plot and dia- 


he would have gone back to the 


in several good laughs and looks gf season at the open-air Greek log are closer to boredom than old job had the New Nixon post 


Fea tis sally t gs the stuffy but theatre in Griffith Park. It also’ buffoonery and the score doesn’t been offered him when the old 
nears. Sauer pO ag OE vakaie Seat Aiea. gives what's left of the,road on the , even begin to compensate. Nixon closed down several months 
sone coin into the setting, which level-headed millionaire who mar- @, ; -are| Th , sarticular stand- 
is a break for this pl: There are ries the mother, creates a realistic Coast another of the too rare} ere are no particular stand- ago. However, the owners waited 
tl - » interiors pe A =f levels bob character. William Whitman acts Chances, to see a_ hit show. The | out numbers although a “cable car” | yntil late summer to talk to him 
ee eee we ee “lie i eine hn * production, apart from being prof- routine manages to bring the first and that’s derstood t - rat 
much of the business takes place brilliantly in several scenes, but itable. is a great prestige kicker | act curtain down to applause. Dave I understood to have ruf- 
on an outside stairway leading to his characterization of the son, ra Rdimakla eee aaa ‘won't do Le Grant keeps the fst session fled his feelings. 
the second floor. This is no ordi- Which is a key part, Jacks depth any harm to hopes of reviving a| from sagging completely with a Leo Carlin, Shanahan’s assistant 
. last year, will be the Nixon's treas- 


nary summer outlay. 


Lee Strasberg’s languid staging son, as the faithful retainer, and ; : ; ; ‘ i , urer instead and ar 4 
nt ange cepa... 5 "ae ] “: : re sx. commander, but it would be bet- nstead and John Cardona will 
makes life in Collins avenue seem’ Peggie Campbell as the multiple With Frank Coletti here to ex ter if shortened be the aide. All three, Shanahan 
dilatory J. Edward Bromberg bride, handle their roles well ecute a duplicate of the original , aa — en, con —w 
—!* ae omners — ” eee ‘staging by John C. Wilson, and Cast struggles but isn’t able to Carlin and Cardona, worked the 
faces a tough assignment as the ama. | Evelyn Taylor to perform a similar | Overcome the handicaps of the’ boxoffice this summer for outdoor 
cabbie. He is physically convincing | Sa . : 11. book and Harold J. Ke dv’s oft , : : r = 
: be . chor > on the Aon »< D »Mill . 00 an aro . enne YS oiten shows at Pitt Stadium Ww ith Sh < 
but squirms through most of his The Xt Wi Grew | en = -kwar irecti Ske Gal- ’ — 
a: 4 : ae Sian © Grew | choreography as well as to dance awkward direction. Skeets Ga han in the top berth and Carlin 
climaxes as if he were impatient Y . “, ‘ : hag nn’ | lagher is completely wasted as the pj ‘ 2 
with the plavwriaht a the a ounger ‘the role otf Cloria. Mann’s Ses: : is chief helper. 
ith the playwright an re di- iain NY WEteietas” then +) acing of ti conman and there isn’t enough in So f: gg p 
rector, as well as with the piteous erbank, N. Y., Aug. 23. londes” has the pacing of the |ine tunes to let Norwood Smith! , 5° far. New Nixon doesn’t have 
landlady. _ Norman Robert Ford theatre presenta- original. And the Coast producer 1 “with what ds lik a house manager, following Charlie k 
J : tion of comedy in,two acts, by Norman | p; ded d :t cut loose with what sounds like an/! « . ; . J ig 
Maureen Stapleton is far more Robert Ford. Features Norman Robert es Se Ger aa pte er ' okay voice. Julie Van Zandt is ap- Strakosch’s resignation after one : 
successful as his mate, underscor- ieee. Ak tee Verd thoes. Vertaal Y.. wulabe over “get of rapa peitheen pealing as the femme lead, but her cee ee oe Se Semed te Came 
rs wr “ee —— pnt =. Aug. 23; $1 top, ns ais comiak. larelel whe wants & be voice still lacks projection. | fornia to straighten out estate of 
authority. Betsy Blair (Mrs. Gene Keane Latimer Dieend Wistion |. ‘ * Kap. | a recently deceased brother. Un- 
Fo . " . . sataie = P SMLUINCL.., cee sece a aN § ) . . > - - . . ; 
Kelly), on from Hollywood, is okay! Vinny .. |. ........... Aline Greene rock to help her forget Little | til permanent appointment is made : 
as the waif, and Steven Hill 1S Matilda Latimer peeccococe Martha Drexler Rock. P | Gabe Rubin wl h d l 2 9 i 
credible as the son. Lou Gilbert g25nG* primesn, CDS Norman Ford) Supporting cast does a notable dicate leas ne Heads local syn- ; 
does not do much with the tire-| Dr. Anne Black ..0000///0/ Ruth Morris JOD of trouping. Stint as Henry Play Abroad ster ti ae ee, YE Gee 
some role of a tout. Fritzi Scheff, Cornell Latimer .......... Beatrice Paris Marks a triumphant homecoming after the job. i 
|for Byron Palmer, who clicked on | F 


however, brings color and zip to 


and is not full-drawn. 


the part of a garrulous intruder. | 


Schulman, incidentally, was an 
apprentice at the Playhouse last 








| 





Ivan Simp- A ; é 
legit consciousness in the far west. 


Playwright-producer-director-ac- | Broadway last year in “Where’s 
tor Norman Robert Ford has offer-| Charley?” He makes a solid im- 
ed virtually a one-man show in|! pression. Nancy Andrews displays 
“The Man Who Grew Younger,” | fine singing and dancing comedi- 








take-off on a film version U-boat 














Mariauna 


Monte Carlo, Aug. 1. 
Marcel Pagnol and Paul Achard produc- 














| 5 L’ville Symph Preems 
Louisville, Aug. 29. 



































summer, and acted the Western no | : , isvi ; F : 
Union messenger in the Guild’s, but the result is disappointing. The | enne talents as Lorelei’s sidekick | om of, dfamg by Jose Van den Esch. Louisville Philharmonie Society 
L L fx hg Frey oth aE ee | - oo ee } Directed by Jean Marchat. At Beaux- has commissioned Arthur Honeg- 
hit, “Come Back, Little Sheba. play’s idea has possibilitie’, but the and Irene Ryan hits some hilarious | arts, Monte Carlo. leer Bahuel r 8 
Doul. | author hasn’t developed them. The, highs as Henry’s mother. John | Marianna.... Jacqueline Bouvier Pagnol ge oh ohusiav Martinu, Paul Nor- 
ney deals with a playwright who | Boles is okay as Gus, as is Rufus | Don Francisco........ agent, Marehat ~ a heat g Perle and Vincent 
, ‘ reads a book on how to grow, Smith as Gage. Others earning at- | POUE scr tree ladeleine Silvain | Persichetti to write special works 
° e ‘ | : : SARS rere iv rs . Nae 
The " icious Circle young, and follows out its sugges- tention are Arthur Gould-Porter, Raaiis...:............ demmne FVignon | fOr the 1950-51 season. Continuing 
- Mountainhome, Pa., Aug. 28. | tions. At the same time he authors! Kate Drain Lawson (who also de- a Fete tere eee neces ‘ Liliane Rose its policy inaugurated two years 
rena Stevens s ’ i ; | at : : na o_O rae ee i. issi | - 
anmgmena Stevens presentation of dusma a play embracing the experiment. | signed the authentically roaring | gaitnasar!/000000000., Roland "wienmnare 280, the orchestra will present the 
Rathbone). Stars Lydia St. Clair. Direct-| From the moment he embarks! 20’s costumes}, and Ben Bargas | Noel Me Ga Ustaceaerte Robert Moncade World premiere performance of a 
pn I a Tia sare a or production | upon the rejuvenation project, the who registers well in a dance with | IUaM---...eeee eee sees eres --Guy Vial commissioned work at each of its : 
arte ge Th = Sctene nlsahanee. , playwright-hero, Garrick Latimer, | Miss Taylor. five pairs of con“erts BE 
— . 4 - sal Ss c 'S Y or ssi . . . 7 * i " of ost ns “cc ” e : '’ : : | . i . 7 F { 
Mountainhome, Pa., Aug. 23, '50. ft progressively younger nfen-| Like the original, | Blondes” is This is the second in a series of Robert Whitney, musical direc- ‘ 
Dickie Draper............ James MacColl | tally. The experiment proves har-| more for the young in heart than ea : ian tor. wi . : 
re eee Otis Bigelow | rowing to his actress-wife actor- | the young in years and since the Com a ee, See oe but pr ovdigg oge eh peta j 
Beet ned oir Mae REE | son and college student-daughter. | Coast is the retirement haven of | the Comedie. Francaise are pre. |the faculty of tee U at Lounville : 
Margit Foss ........+. ‘Margit Forssgren A femme doctor prescribes worry plenty of the former, Mann can |} senting in their Ex Me «a ~ ie The.| aculty of the U. of Louisville, s 
— —— eeccee Tre ees as the only remedy to check Gar-| look for an early return on his in- pt ta tbe ‘aca, Th a M; 1e- will conduct his own composition. ' 
alll alae eee Tony Dowling | Tick’s mental regression. So the vestment as he heads for Frisco) jg.” was not — * This j 
Irene Le Gros........ Lydia St. Clair| wife announces she will get a di- and points north after the local | _ = 9 See — 
a aaa treater ng tle William. Whitman | d ; three-act drama was inspired by . : 
Lady Sylvia [2/212/2) Pesgie. Campbell | Vorce and the children threaten to | stand. Kap. |“The Portuguese Letters,” fiv . : F 
° ae ° | leave home, which brings the play- ; ong 2 pi ra i a e 
eo ‘wright to his s , > y passionate love letters written in = : 
If Broadway can take a serious & = Semees. P What Every Woman 1669 by a Portug j- \ 
play on the silver cord theme with | The play is poorly organized and K ‘ ‘“e f i. a Te ene ee en ee ae { 
oe r | fe elution . . nows anne coforada, to a young ; 
& new twist, Ouida Bergere (irs. this = Lcudeandie aneetiae cat (CIRCLE, HOLLYWOOD) French captain. fone than the regular local legit i 
d a done) May Nave a clean- |, : : : ; — : F eas | Ste i ; 
up. After a long, slow first act, 2" the total is a dull evening. Hollywood, Aug. 21. Written with a sensitive under- hee sa tes eee ea ae F 
: =. eee 5 St act, Hollywood's Circle Players have | standing of tl haracte ;. through the same management, so ‘ 
the authoress lets loose with a Medo. sj i fe fi pe 6 Dg onrin wD onang it bal: red ; 
series of emotional scenes leaving | ne ee gone outside their ranks on an/ unhappy girl who sacrificed every- ‘ a" balance the profits involve H 
the Audience teetering on tears. | The Homeward Look | 2!™°st_ wholesale scale for this | thing for a hopeless love and acted | (Bainst the losses on poor weeks at 
Mrs. Rathbone has been lucky | Hartford, Aug. 22 revival of the ‘Sir James M. Barrie | with fragile delicacy and taste by the legiter. I 
in this strawhat version to have as| Joan and Stan Cobleigh presentation of classic, but the newcomers were | Jacqueline Bouvier (Mrs. Pagnol), | Krantz reveals that Knill’s let- ' 
her director John O'Shaughnessy. comedy in three acts (four scenes), by | wisely chosen. As a result, the|the play has been assured an Oc- | ter announcing the Cleveland book- ; 
He has pulled together a ecript | "4, Feet sae Brees Seeey. gf peers seres maintains the tiny| tober opening in Paris after its 1ng through another management i 
that is full of loose ends and static At the Show Shop, Canton, Conn., Aug. | gaa “Staging group's high eal ee yim! 7 a Carlo, Stated that the writer knew that 5 
i 22, °50. | ty. ose Van den Esch, play’ » the Ha , * 
, play’s author, the Hanna management would not 
Paul Porter ........... Edward Hastings| Comedy gets plenty of laughs; has made his Marianne (Mrs. Pag-| meet the terms offered b ae oOp- . 
Edgar Cosgrove. 9 PORK. be Jack Avers | through the keen pacing of Wil-| nel), a sympathetic character position “But he = Mn me a 
—_KOwe:,. “in ~ nade | liam Schallert, long-time Circle | Forced to choose between eternal | a chance to meet th a,” Krantz i 
Ae NONE oe, cn ks cancers” Joan Cobleigh | thesping stalwart who makes his| banishment and the realization of. save« rr -: rar 
James Brien ......... ... Michael Case | directorial bow with thi due-! her 1 r Says, “and even was careful to con- f 
i eek inne siege’ °2*) Wianaen Raaeae | % t S produc er love, she flees with her lover. | ceal from me the fact that he was H 
Enterprising young man. Travelled | Frederick Traveler... Stanley Cobleigh tion, and the trouping of the prin-| They have but two weeks together, | negotiat; , . : 
two years Skating Vanities. United | @actio Announcer........ Robert Ludlum | Cipals. Sydney Chaplin, develop-| and it is the souvenirs of this brief eg ta with werd else. a 
States, Europe, secretary to pro- on eae 2 ing into an actor of stature, deliv-| time that forms the basis of the | the time he’s been dickering else- Y 
ducer; leaving own volition. Highly omeward Look” is a_ nice, ers a fine portrayal of Hohn Shand, | love letters which she later writes) \.°T® I've been unable to reach 


Sid Malamut 


c © Skating Vanities 
General Motors Building 
1775 Broadway, New York 








Suite 608 


= 





clean comedy about sophisticated the ambitious, humorlets Scots- 


possibilities and not much, film) turning in a delicately shaded job 
prospects. This three-acter> is| as Maggie. In other top roles, 
mainly composed of diakog, some of | Lynn Baggett, Hilda Plowright and 
it clever. But it has very little ac-; Douglas Wood register, with Ed- 
tion, and bogs down after it starts.| ward Clark, Robert Sherman and 
Unless “Look” gets plenty of Ben Niems contributing in sunnort- 
»play surgery and an injection of ing assignments, Kap. 


| him. 


| tion. It is in reality a superb char- 
| acter study of a woman to whom 
love meant everything, 
serves as an excellent one for Mrs. 
| Pagnol, who succeeds in making of 
Marianne an extremely sympa- 
thetic character, Gard. 


Vehicle | 


him by phone, and my wires and 


ecommended. Seeks responsible F ; | : : : | ; 
hen Side gudtion canals high school kids that would go well | man. Crowding him for top honors) The play is not an adaptation of [¢tters have been unanswered. ; 
‘ in the community club around the! is Ruth Conte, returning to legit | these letter is inspir . | “If local h like the Hanna } 
stenographer. mer. tt bas Venited edad | coietie aliine’ oe tiver thane aie git | etters, but is inspired by the | ai nouses lke the 
corner. as limite roadway | work after a few years absence and| events leading up to their crea. #™¢ bypassed this way for the sake 


of a small edge in terms on smash 
shows,” Krantz concludes, “we 
won't be able to keep our theatres 
/open for legit. If a few more key 
|Stands like the Hanna go dark, 
/where will producers book their 
shows except on Broadway?” 
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including the total directorial staffs 
of three stations. During the last 
week, 10 directors in New York 
came voluntarily to the SDGA for 








Pageant Plays Up Scully’s ‘Saucers’ 

Pageant mag is giving Frank 
Scully’s “Behind the Flying Sau- 
cers” the plush treatment in its 
October issue, due to hit the stands 
Sept. 8, same day as the hook 
makes its bow. Magazine is using 
about 7,000 words of the book’s 
70,000. 

M. J. Clement, Pageant’s promo- 
tion chief, is using truck posters, 
newsstand posters, news releases 
and radio spots to plug the feature. 
In addition, the October issue will 
have a special band around each 
copy playing up Scully’s saucerian 
inside story. News release will 
service 2,000: dailies. 


Holt & Co. is making “Saucers” | 
its big book of the fall list and al-| 


ready has offers for reprints for 
next year. House mailed out a 2,- 
000-word excerpt from the book to 
thousands on mailing lists, book 
stores and other outlets. 





Liberty’s New Dress 
Liberty mag returns to the 
stands Sept. 8, as a monthly, under 
new ownership. A. Lawrence 
Holmes is the new publisher, Vir- 
ginia Travers is editor, George 
Becker biz mgr., Carson Grande 


do the William J. O’Dwyer biog- 
raphy. The just-resigned Mayor 
of N.Y. City is the new U. S. Am- 
bassador to Mexico. 

Charlie Samuels wrote a story 
about Ethel Waters for the Ladies 
Home Journal. 

Pete Martin, in Hollywood for a 
screenplay job, is also writing a 


Satevepost. 





new novel, “Rain on the Wind,” 
|skedded for publication in N. Y. 
and London next moth. 


William Joyce Cowen’s new 
novel, “Little Friend,” breaks into 
| the _Woman’s Home Companion, 
| British slick magazine, before pub- 
lication in book form next year. 

Peggy and J. P. McEvoy, just 
back from Paris, run among three 
permanent homes—an East 48th 
St. town house in N. Y., and houses 
in New City, N. Y., and in Havana, 
Cuba. 

Hal Block’s article, “Life Among 
| the Comedians,” is being published 
by Collier’s next month, with an 
assist from Collie Small. Block 





ir top comics. 
Collier’s is coming out with a 


yarn about June Allyson for the- 


Abbey actor Walter Macken has | 


membership. Others have ex- 
pressed a desire to join as a group, 
he said, but the SDGA is unwilling 
to take them in on that basis, con- 
sidering that such a move would 
represent “union organizing.” 

Mankiewicz arrived in N. Y. last 
Wednesday (23) after an eight- 
week tour of Europe. He returns 
to the Coast today (Wed.) or to- 
morrow. 











Flynn’s Troubles 


Continued from page 2 











| the interim, it’s believed that War- 
|ners may either be prevailed upon 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Little Big Horn, Wyo., Aug. 25. 

So far I have not seen any reports that James Abbe has raised his 
hand above his bald pate and asked to be sworn to report the war by 
_ word-of-mouth, but Raymond Swing and Upton Close have come out of 
_mothballs, to be followed, I predict, if they’re still alive, by General 
_Pierce and General Malone. Major George Fielding Elliot, of course, 
| has returned to active duty and has been doing a nice clean-cut job of 
| second-guessing for some time. By now he should be rated at least a 
chicken colonel. 

That Walter Winchell and Drew Pearson did not voluntarily cut their 
leaves short and rush to win the war with words surprised me. They 
must be getting old. They may find the airlanes crowded with younger 

| volunteers by now. 
Who Said Talk Is Cheap? 


| Increase in the number of newscasts has been so alarming that quotas 











| to agree to the Republic distribu- | may be the next order of biz, to keep the gabbers within bounds. One 
|tion deal, or possibly Rep prexy | newscaster to every 1,000 men in uniform might not be an unfair ratio. 
Herbert J. Yates may relinquish | In New York alone, one week showed 84 newscasters breaking the same 


the release pact. 


Undecided whether to appear in 
the film in light of Warner’s beef, 


Flynn joined the cast on the Rivi- | 


| era last week after Marshal: threat- 
| ened legal action. Until the attor- 
;neys worked out a-truce, the ac- 


ing pan and the fire. Aside from 
‘his contractual problems, the star 


art director and Herman Wein-| yarn about happy marriages in| also claims that the script needs 


berg motion pic editor. 

Publication has been slicked up 
to sell for 25c. Format will be 
articles and fiction, with one of 
the first issue’s features being 
Budd Schulberg’s fiction yarn 
about the fight racket, “The Harder 
They Fall,” which Jerry Wald- 
Norman Krasna will film for RKO 
as the first pic under their new 
deal with Howard Hughes. John 
Hersey and Bob Cooke (N. Y 
Herald Trib sports editor) are 
other authors represented in the 
initial issue. 





Louis Armstrong’s Bio 

Louis Armstrong has delivered 
the first 20,000 words of his auto- 
biography to Harper & Bros. for 
publication. It’s understood that 
Joe Glaser, Armstrong’s agent, has 
been holding out for an advance 
of $5,000. Portions of the jazz 
man’s reminiscences of his early 


life in New Orleans will be pub-| 


lished in True and Flair. 
Armstrong is doing the book 
completely on his own, writing 
from his own notes in his own 
unorthodox idiom. As noted by one 
critic, when Armstrong can’t find 


a word to suit him, he makes one 


up. 





Industrial ‘Film Book’ 

The Film Book (Prentice-Hall; 
4.65), by William H. Wilson and 
Ir. Kenneth B. Hass, completely 
covers the field of the applications 
of sound and slide films for use in- 
dustrially at sales meetings and in 
the school. It gives television his- 
tory, terminology and technique. 
It covers motion picture produc- 
tion, techniques, costs, sound rec- 
ording, etc. All done with many 
illustrations and easy reading that 
a tyro can understand without 
looking up technical terms. It’s a 
book that should be on the desk 
of anyone in business, industry, 
education or anyone that uses or 


‘is studying film in any form. 





Weiner On WW 

Ed Weiner, Broadway publicist 
and author of “The Damon Runyon 
Story”, has probed one facet of 
Walter Winchell’s newspaper Ca- 
reer in the Sept. 1 issue of See 
mag, in which Weiner writes of 
WW as one of the great crime re- 
porters in journalism history. 

Weiner reports on Winchell’s 
prediction of Vincent (Mad Dog) 
Coll’s assassination, the columnist’s 
exclusive interview with Al Ca- 
pone, the tip to the public on the 
arrest of Bruno Hauptman for the 
kidnapping of Charles Lindbergh’s 
son, etc. 

Weiner has for years been close 
to Winchell, as a legman and con- 
fidant. 





Doubleday Tome on N. Y.-er 

Dale Cramer, who authored 
“Heywood Broun—A Biographical 
Portrait,” is profiling the New 
Yorker mag and its editor, Harold 
Ross, for Doubleday. ' 

Tome, to be published in ’51, will 
tell the mag’s story through per- 
sonalities of its writers and artists. 





Fielding’s Junket 

Temple Fielding sailed last 
Friday (25) on a three-month world 
jaunt to update his Fielding’s 
Travel Guide to Europe. His wife, 
lit. agent Nancy Parker, accom- 
panied him. Fielding is prez of 
the Society of Mag Writers. 

During his absence, V.-P. 
Harrison Pollack will preside. 


Jack 





CHATTER 
Gene Fowler, currently working 
on the Clayton, Jackson & Durante 
story for Viking Press, may next 


|Hollywood, including those of 
| Fred and Lillian MacMurray, Bob 
|}and Betty Young, and John and 
Maureen Farrow. 


| Magdalena Mondragon, newsgal- 

novelist, took over as editor-in- 
|chief. of Prensa Grafica, Mexico 
City p.m. tab. She’s Latin Amer- 
ica’s first and only femme news- 
| paper editor-in-chief, 


| 











‘Mankiewicz Stresses 


ae Continued from page 2 








‘video directors as a result are in 
|the same position that film direc- 
tors were 25 years ago—as ‘“sub- 
|servient to the technicians.” When 


| talking pictures first developed, he 


| 


‘full authority to direct the actors’ 
i speech, relegating the film direc- 


| tor strictly to a secondary position. 
In TV today, he said, the directors 
| must take orders from technicians. 
| “As a result,” Mankiewicz said, 
“the TV directors don’t have the 
| authority they should have. They 
| won't gain that authority until the 
general concept of TV is changed 
to mean what the audience sees on 
its screen at home—the finished 
| product—and not what takes place 
in the TV studio. What we have to 
offer the television director is 25 


| 





SDG’s Exchange Plan 


International exchange of 
ideas and information in both 
films and television will be set 
up by the Screen Directors 
Guild of America with film and 
video directors in France, Italy 
and England, it was revealed 
last week by Joseph L. Man- 
kiewicz, SDGA prez. Mankie- 
wicz just returned from an 
eight-week junket in Europe 
where he launched the plan 
with the foreign directors. 

Move is being taken, he ex- 
plained, to thwart any attempts 
at nationalism in film-making. 
He scouted reports, however, 
that the SDGA is attempting 
to line up foreign directors as 
full members of the organiza- 
tion. Most European coun- 
tries, he said, cannot offer the 
same “open-door” policy as the 
U. S. in the exchange of direc- 
tors because of existing labor 
laws. 





full rights and authorities over that 
finished product.” : 
Mankiewicz stressed his belief 
that the TV director, same as a film 
director, is a “creative person.” 
SDGA, he said, thus considers it- 
self a guild, rather than a union. 
It believes that directors have 
varied and individual talents and 
are not interchangeable, so that the 
Guild operation does not include 
/the protection of jobs, which is the 





‘basic function of a union. Instead, | 


its chief purpose is to “protect the 
|gains already made in the direc- 
'tor’s control of the film on which 
| he is working and to increase those 


| isting TV directors’ organizations, 


such as the Radio and Television , 


Directors Guild, don’t have those 

purposes and functions, he said. 
According to yr sar ty 47 
ideo directors on the Coast have 

allied themselves with the SDGA,,. 


|explained, the sound engineer had | 


years’ experience in gaining their | 


| gains,” Mankiewicz explained. Ex- 
eg TY : 'as “one of the most notorious for- | 


a rewrite. 
It now develops that the film has 
| received a French permit to be con- 
sidered as a co-production but 
| without a French version. Part- 


|nered with Marshall on the venture | 
(Herman Millakow- | 


| is Milo Film 
|sky) and Corona Films. Latter 
| outfit, on the strength of the Re- 
|public distribution deal, agreed 
to put up 100,000,000 francs (about 
$300,000) plus a completion bond. 
| Meanwhile, the American film 
'eolony is watching the case with 
interest since the government’s ac- 
tion in okaying the Marshall 
project represents a_ position 
contrary to its own policy. 
Previgusly the government had a 
hard and fast rule that no English- 
language picture could be made in 
France without an accompanying 
French version. “The Bargain”— 
at least so far—is entirely English 
dialog. 





Flynn Sez All’s Jake 

Cannes, Aug. 29. 
Denying that “New Orleans Tav- 
'ern” was irregularly started, Errol 
|Flynn is burned at Andre des Fon- 
itaines, who heads the Union Gen- 
|erale Cinematographique. Actor 
| claims the UGC topper spread in- 
;accurate and misleading informa- 
ition in regard to the project, which 
is now before the cameras at the 

Victorine studios on the Riviera. 
Ali government licensing formal- 
ities are now in order, Flynn em- 
phasized. Statement was confirmed 
by the star’s French attorney, Jean 





of the film’s status, the thesper 
added that the pic is now running 
smoothly and will be completed on 
schedule. 

Flynn credited solution of early 
production difficulties to his U. S. 
legalite, Melvin M. Belli of San 
Francisco, who huddled with him 
in France during all negotiations 
for the film. As further proof that 
no more snags remain, he said that 
Belli left Friday (25) for Tokyo, 
where he’s associated in a filmmak- 
ling venture tagged “Tokyc File 
hae 218." 














Rossellini Suit 





Rapoport. In further amplification | 





Continued from page 2 seem 
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ERT 


of costs and revenues, which were 
not furnished to him. 





Senate’s Anti-Rossellini Resolution 
Washington, Aug. 29. 
The Senate last week gave its 
blessing to Senator Edwin C. John- 
'son’s “anti-Rossellini resolution.” 
| There wasn’t a dissenting voice. 
Designed primarily to land an- 
other wallop on Italian director 
Roberto Rossellini, it opposes the 
interstate shipment of films pro- 
duced or directed by Fascists, Nazis 
or Communists. It has no legal 
force since it is a one-chamber 
resolution; however, it does ex- 
press the opinion of the Senate 
| and does hold out a veiled threat. 
| Resolution was introduced last 
month by the Colorado solon. It 
|reached the Senate floor with a 
| report which described Rossellini 








‘eign directors” and said his record 
“as a member of the Italian Fascist 
Party and an active Nazi collabora- 
tor is a matter of common knowl- 
edge to American intelligence and 
police officers.” si P 





| bad news each morning, 76 around noon and 197 at night. That's 357 
for the week. The Army can’t get that many men volunteers for the 
| infantry in a week. 

In Los Angeles the total of newscasts for the same seven-day period 
| ran to 546. That most of these were telling the same story in almost 
e same words has a tendency to turn the war news into bore news. 


Television, considering its youth, has been gabbing pretty freely, too. 


is vet comedy writer for some of | tO Was literally between the fry- |New York had 51 such programs in one week and L. A. 45. 


| The rest of the country wasn’t far behind. Sample ballots from radio 

listings in the Albuquerque (N.M.) Journal, the Greenville (S.C.) News, 
|the Charleston (W.Va.) Gazette, the Illinois State Journal-Register 
| (Springfield), The Allentown (Pa.) Call Chronicle, and the Worcester 
| (Mass.) Sunday Telegram indicated that almost as many people were 
talking as were listening. 


For Aug. 13, Albuquerque listed 16 newscasts, Greenville, 28 news- 
| casts; Charleston, 19; Springfield, 50; Allentown, 40, and Worcester, 46. 
| Besides having their own local commentators, radio stations in all 
these towns carried several of the interurbanly known second-guessers, 
such as Kate Smith, Eric Sevareid, Henry J. Taylor, Edwin C. Hill, Bill 
Cunningham, Lowell Thomas, George E. Sokolsky, H. V. Kaltenborn, 
| Ed Murrow, Bob Trout, Gabriel Heatter, Frank Edwards, Bill Hillman, 
|H. R. Baukhage, Walter Kiernan, Fulton Lewis, Jr., Cecil Brown, Bill 
|Henry and Elmer Davis. Some of these are at it every day. Some 
| several times a day. Some come into the sticks transcribed. Some 
| arrive piping hot. But all carry about the same news. 

| Most of these have been around for a long time. Seemingly missing 
|in action from the last war are men like Sam Balter, Pete de Lima, 
| Rodriguez and Sutherland, Harry Fiannery, Cedric Foster, William L. 
'Shirer, Westbrook Van Voorhees, Carveth Wells, Larry Smith and K. L. 
| Flateau. 


Has Hayes the Endurance Record? 


New York has special pets like Pauline Frederick, Harry Hennessy, 
| John B. Kennedy and Arthur Van Horn, who are yot heard on the 
'Coast. But L. A. has Sam Hayes, Chet Huntley, Nelson Pringle, Ted 
| Meyers, Pat Bishop, Clete Roberts and Frank Hemingway (“It’s twice 
a day with Hemingway!’”’) who are not heard in New York either. 
Hemingway sounds a lot like Henry Morgan and can do dialects. Hayes 
| used to be the “Richfield Reporter” (now in its 20th year) but has other 
; accounts now and keeps pounding it out twice a day year in and year 
/out. He passed his 6,440th broadcast Aug. 23. 

Some of these commentators are very learned fellows, but that counts 

| as nothing against a well-rounded delivery. Some rush into their radio 
| stations, grab whatever has been pasted together by the rewrite crews 
|and read the material for the first time while on the air. Some have 
| been actors, soldiers, engineers, photographers, lawyers, ranchers, 
| teachers and seamen. Some have even been reporters. 
The ones who seem most profound aren’t necessarily so. Flannery, 
for instance, came to radio equipped with more scholarship than 
Swing and a more rounded newspaper background, but “it don’t mean 
a thing if you ain’t got that Swing.” I found Flannery recently paired 
with Sam Balter over L.A ’s KLAC on TV. 

Both of them are several cuts in scholarship above ‘Honest Gabe,” 
but the Heatter uses up an awful lot of gas and seems to get paid by 
the mile. Remember, he’s the guy who gabbed for 52 minutes while 
| av’aiting the simple announcement that Hauptman had been electro- 
cuted, 





Maybe They Meant Walt Mason 


Mutual used to refer to him in phrases that wil) long live in hysteria. 
|I recall their telling us one time that “his straight-forward analysis 
‘and colorful, dynamic expressions are as fine and as truly American as 
| Walt Whitman.” (Whoops!) 

In a similar panegyric vein Mutual used to refer, and possibly still 
does, to Fulton Lewis, Jr., “as the greatest reporter alive today.’”’ That 
| takes care of Floyd Gibbons at any rate, since he’s been dead for some 
‘years. Mutual, incidentally, was quoting, not creating, when it billed 
| Junior as “the g. r. a. t.” 

Pearson, to name only one of the Washington gabbers, is a far bet- 
| ter reporter than Lewis, but he has a voice, in comparison to Lewis’s, 
|that only a tone-deaf sponsor could love. The same goes for Cecil 
' Brown, Elmer Davis, Baukhage and Hillman. 

Smoothies like Bill Henry, Ed Hill, Sevareid, Swing and Sokolsky 

run from mellifiuous to schmaltzy. Close has a fairly velvet delivery 

, too, but quel content! He happens, however, to know a lot about the 
Far East, as do Sokolsky and Forman, having been adviser to the 
| Chinese revolutionists and aide to Dictator Wu-Pei-fu, back in 1919. In 
fact Close was in Army Intelligence in World War I. 

Many of these are old pals of mine, notably Ed Hill, Sok and For- 
man, but being an old conservative at heart I wouldn’t cross a babbling 
brook under their guidance without having a lariat tied to me and a 
tree before wading in. This goes double for most of the others. 


Gab With Jam 


If you want to get a more terrifying idea of what all this sound and 
fury signifies, if anything, take a small radio into the Mojave Desert, 
| or the Gobi Desert might serve even better, and listen to the commen- 
|tators from competing kilocycles riding herd over each other. They 
| heave at you from all directions, and fade in and out as others grow 
| louder or fainter. ' 

The cost of living has climbed 3% since that little argument broke 

‘loose in Korea. All matter of louts have been blamed for the rise, 
from hoarders to black marketeers. But I have a theory that the in- 
/crease in commentators has been largely responsible for the spiral’s 
|upward climb. In Los Angeles alone, between Monday, June 9, and 
Monday, Aug. 23, newscasts increased from 89 for the day to 120. That’s 
_more than 30% increase. 

All this could not be laid at the Korean dugouts of Bill Downs of 
CBS, Bill Dunn of NBC and Bob Stuart of Mutual. But it all costs 
'money, and the only thing that sponsors and networks can do is to pass 
the cost on to us consuming peasants. 

Frankly, I'd rather have less talk and cheaper lambchops. I realize 
_that freedom of expression seems to be involved here, but couldn’t the 

surplus over one newscast an hour be piped into jukeboxes, so that 
those who never tire of hearing the same thing over and over could 
_feed coins to the recorded commentaries? Either that or mix the sur- 
| plus recordings with fertilizer and increase the rice crop which has 
| been all but ruined in Korea, once the rice bowl of the Orient, 
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Broadway 


Bill Bertolotti’s village boite has 
undergone redecoration. 

Red Skelton, his family and 
radio staff in New York for a brief 
stay. 

Eddie (‘Rochester’) Anderson 


in from Europe Monday (28) on 
the Queen Mary. 


East Africa, and planed out the 
following day for the Coast. 


Herman Landwehr, house mana- 
ger of the Capitol, retired after 
31 years with the theatre. He was 
chief doorman when the theatre 
opened in 1919; six months later 
he was made house manager, and 
remained in that spot since. He 
intends to spend his time at his 
farm in Colesville, N. J 





Agent Sol Tepper in Beth David 
hospital with a heart attack, but 
coming along nicely. 


Sol Hurok, who went to the 
Coast last Friday (25) on biz, due | 
back end of the week. | 


Ken Murray due here Sept. 15 
from the Coast for preparations | 
to resume his CBS-TV series | 
Oct. 7. 

Newlyweds 
Sobol 
at 21 
Husing. 

Personal mgr. Gloria Safier to 
the Coast on deals for Mary 
McCarty, currently at the Holly- | 
wood Ciro’s. i 

Ben Henry, Universal-Interna- | 
tional’s sales chief in Britain, | 
scheduled to arrive in the U. S.| 
in October. 


Pier Angeli, Italian actress who | 
has the title role in Arthur Loew's | 
just-completed “Teresa,” returned | 
to Italy Saturday (26). 

Pressagent Herb Kadison re-| 
called for active duty in the Navy, | 
while Jack Gray, of Dave Char- | 
nay’s Allied Syndicates, got his) 
Army call. 

Julian Gerard named account 
executive with the showbiz ad 
agency of Buchanan & Co. Gerard 
formerly conducted his own pub- 
licity business. 

Ben Grauman_ Kohn, 


| 


Peggy and Louis | 
artyed last night (Tues.)| 
y Jerry Berns and Ted | 


| 
} 


former | 


Hollywood scripter and cousin of | situation 


the late Sid Grauman, has been | 
doing public relations for Wam-, 
3utta Mills, since the war. 


|producer’s complaint against 








Laraine Day 


Continued from page 1 


for her to be at the strawhat early 
enough on Sunday (20) for press 
and recorded-radio interviews, 
failed to arrive until 6 p.m. Monday 
(21). As a result, there was no 
time for a dress rehearsal and the 
various interviews didn’t appear 
until Thursday (24), too late to 
have much boxoffice effect. More- 











over, in the interviews themselves, | 
the actress was quoted as saying | cast of “Carousel” makes the third 
she doesn’t like acting or the thea- | 


London 


Al Burnett’s new Stork club, 
formerly the Dove room, opens 
Sept. 7. 

Ivor Novello out of cast of 
“King’s Rhapsody” for surgical 
treatment. 

Larry Adler doing series of re- 

corded broadcasts for BBC, one 
being ‘‘Mood Indigo.” 
{| Donald Peers is asking for $19,- 
600 per picture and imposes condi- 
tion that pic must not cost less 
| than $210,000. 

Discussion on wages between 
| Society of Cinema Managers and 
| Cinematograph Exhibitors. Assn. 
| set for Sept. 13. 

Jack Powell, after playing the 
| China theatre, Stockholm, the 
| month of July, makes quick return 
| for first two weeks in September. 

John Firman, managing director 
of Bert Feldman Music Corp., sails 
for America on the Queen Mary 








| Sept.-5; expects to be away five! 


weeks. 
Departure of Margot Moser from 


in past month, Iva Withers and 


tre, but does strawhat appearances | Bambi Linn having already been 


purely for the money involved. 
It was reported that Miss Day | 


Soi .| from the Whitehall to Vaudeville | nist 
made a television appearance Mon theatre Sept. 4; will be replaced by | video, which included Miss Muir’s 


i “The Reluctant Heroes,” 


day afternoon in New York with | 
her husband, N. Y. Giants manager | 
Leo Durocher, before that day’s 
baseball game, taking a plane im-| 
mediately afterward for Cape Cod. 
She was said to have received per- 
mission by phone from a represen- | 
tative of the management to re- 
main in New York with her hus- 
band Sunday night, but promised 
to be at Coonamessett at 10 a.m. | 
Monday. 


| 


Snarl At Olney 
Miss Day was also involved in a 
recently with Richard 
Skinner, manager of the Olney 
(Md.) theatre, but in that case the 
her 


| 
| 


Decca prexy Milton R. Rackmil | was disallowed by the union on the 


| David M. 


to Miami Beach for a week’s holi-| ground that se was technically 
day. Incidentally, more northerners | within her rights in ducking a ten- | 
are “discovering” Florida as both | tative guest date in “Angel Street” 
a summer and winter resort. ‘at his strawhat this week. It was 

Jean Jordan, singing pianist | explained that although Miss Day | 
sister of comedienne Kate Murtah | had verbally accepted the booking, | 
(“Texas Li’l Darlin’”), opens to-|she had not actually signed a con- 
night (Wednesday) at The Orchid, | @act, so she was not officially com- 
new nitery in Jackson Heights. | mitted. | 


Franco Autori, associate con-| However, on the assumption that 
ductor of the N. Y. Philharmonic- |the agreement was valid, Skinner 


Symphony, flew to London last|}had meanwhile signed contracts | 


Saturday (26) to make a series of | with the other members of the cast, 
recordings for the Bartok Studios.| <9 he was on an expensive limb 


Marlene Rackmil, daughter of | 
Decca prexy Milton Rackmil, en- 
gaged to Philip Salkin, graduate 
of N. Y. State Maritime College 
and now working in a N. Y. realty | 
office. 


Julian Lesser, head of Thalia 
Film Productions, slated to arrive 
in New York Friday (1) on the 
Nieuw Amsterdam after a 10-week 
tour of England, Europe and 
Palestine. 


Film attorney Robert J. Rubin | 
driving to the Coast in time for 
membership meeting next week of 
Society of Independent Motion 
Picture producers, with which he 
is associated. 

David Webster, Covent Garden 
head, is due in from London Fri- 
day (1), with Sadler’s Wells Ballet 
principals following on Monday 
(4). Dance troupe opens at the 
Met Sept. 10. 

Louis Hayward in from the 
Coast Sunday (27) enroute to 
Britain, where he’ll appear in lo- 


unless he could obtain an alternate 
star. He finally 
Evelyn, who played the part in the 
original Broadway production, but 
she is figured to have less boxof- 
fice draw than Miss Day, and ad- 
vance sales for the current engage- 
ment apparently confirmed that es- 
timate. So the substitution is ex- 
pected to be costly to Skinner. 


lack of cooperation on press and 
radio publicity was also voiced 
earlier in the season by Herbert 
Kenwith, operator of the Princeton 
Summer Theatre. In _ addition, 
other members of the “Angel 
Street” company have reported to 
Equity that, during matinees and 
evening shows when Giant games 
have been broadcast, the actress 
has sometimes paid so much atten- 
tion to the radio set in her dressing 
room that her performance has suf- 
fered and she has occasionally 
even missed entrances. 





cation-shooting for Columbia’s 
“Dick Turpin’s Ride,” which Harry 


Joe Brown is producing. | 


Tom Hudson, announcer on 
“Modern Romances” over ABC, 
flies to Houston to settle father’s 
estate. He is now co-owner of a 
transfer warehouse business in 
addition to announcing duties. 


Peppi Dallolio, maitre d’ at the 
Guy Lombardo’s seafoodery at 
Freeport, was formerly of Pepino 
& Rhoda, when dancing at the old 
Central Park Casino to Eddy 
Duchin and Basil Fomeen’s bands. 














FC Indies 


signed Judith | 


Criticism of Miss Day’s alleged | 


replaced. 
“The Dish Ran Away” transfers 


comedy by Colin Morris starring | 
Wally Patch and Dermont Walsh. 

Lew Grade to New York in|! 
October and will await arrival of | 
Martin, managing di-} 
rector of Tivolis, Australia, whom |} 
the Grades represent in Europe. 
Then he goes to Chicago and Cali-} 
fornia. 


Atlantic City 

Peggy Ann Garner weekending 
here. 

Rosemary Clooney and Gracie 
Barrie guests at Brighton. | 

Joe Frasetto to conduct Miss | 
America Pageant orch Sept. 4-9 in 
Convention ‘Hall. 

Biller Bros. three ring wild ani- 
inal circus due in for one day stand 
today (30), sponsored by suburban 
volunteer fire company. . 

Phillip Keneally left cast of ‘The | 
Boor” at the Playhouse to join 
“Streetcar” company in N.Y.; re- 
placed by Enrico Malmoli. 

Ed Wallerstein, Rosemary 
Clooney and Jimmy Dickins here 
for Columbia Records sales con- 
ference at Ambassador hotel. 

Frank Sinatra replacing Sylvia 
Froos on Steel Pier stage Sept. 1; 
Tony Pastor took over bandstand 
from Tommy Dorsey Friday (25). 

“The Respectful Prostitute,” with 


Karen Lindgren and Robert Hor- | 


iton, cont’ .ued at Atlantic City 
Playhouse on Million Dollar Pier 
|for fifth week. 


_ Philadelphia 


| By Jerry Gaghan 
Frank Palumbo will be a consult- 
ant at 1953 San Diego World’s Fair. 
Benn oy the WDTZ pro- 
ducer, on leave of absence due to 
ill health. 
Powelton Cafe returns to name 
| policy, bringing in Pearl Bailey on 
| Labor Day. 





Sheraton Hotel will open its new 
| Persian Room on Sept. 4,’with Milt 
, Myers at the console. . 
| Harry Abbott, president of mo- 
| tion = operators union Local 
' 307, back from Detroit where he 
'was reelected vice president of 
| IATSE. 
Local maestro Joe _ Frasetto 
(currently at Atlantic City’s 500 
Club signed to conduct for Kitty 
Kallen when she opens at Waldorf 
Astoria, N. Y., in October. 

| Paul Harron, president of WIBG 





Continued from page 4 apes 





been turned down. Bernhard, ap- 
parently, was acting as a freelance 
| peace agent without the direct col- 
|laboration of Kaufman. FC prez in- 
tends to push settlement talks on 
his return from the Coast, where 


he trekked last week. 
Large number of FC producers 





and veepee of Muzart here, planed 
to England to spend several weeks 
inspecting wired music _installa- 
tions in plants and bomb shelters, 
type used during the last war. 


Iviera 
By Margaret Gardner 
| Pinder Circus troupe in Nice for 





| spokesman 


casualties at Walter Reed Military 
Hospital. 

Secretary of Commerce Charles 
Sawyer, newly ag Ambassa- 
dor to Greece John Peurifoy, Sena- 
tor Green of Rhode Island and 
Sen. Wiley of Wisconsin, among the 
top drawer government reps at 
20th’s preview of “Farewell to Yes- 
7" and party tossed by Tony 
‘Muto. 








—— 


Jean Muir 
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| 





office, whose subsidiary, Stellar En- 
| terprises, packages “Aldrich,” had 
|attempted to back up Miss Muir, 
| hoping that G-F would permit her 
|to continue in the show. They re- 


| portedly recognized that the situa- | 


| tion in which an actor can have his 
| or her entire career ruined by 
charges to which he had no oppor- 
tunity to answer can boomerang 
against them. It’s pointed out, for 
example, that some top NBC and 
|CBS contractees and execs are 
| listed in Red Channels, the bro- 
chure 


sympathizers in radio and 


a new/| name. 


According to Miss Muir, a 
for General Foods, 
which bankrolls the show through 
Y&R, appeared at the dress re- 
hearsal for the schedu'ed preem 


| at noon Sunday tc tell the cast that 


that evening’s performance had 
been cancelled, but to report back 
for rehearsal Wed. (30). She quoted 
him as giving no reason for the 
cancellation and as requesting that 
no questions be asked by the cast. 
Show was scheduled for the 7:30 
to 8 p.m. Sunday night slot. 
Jaffe Reps AFRA 

Miss Muir is the wife of Henry 
Jaffe, legal counsel for the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists. 


listing purported Commu- | 


Hollywood 


Joseph Hazen to Sun Valley on 
vacation. 


Bill Bloecher recuperating from 
heart attack. 


Louella O. Parsons laid up with 
a heavy cold. 

Andre Charlot recovering from 
major surgery. 

Elsa Lanchester opens a night- 
club tour Oct. 4 in Toronto. 

Bob O’Donnell to La Jolla for a 
check-up at the Scripps Clinic. 

James R. Grainger in from N. Y, 
to gander new Republic product, 

Peter Lawford’s father, Sir Sid- 
ney, injured by a fall in his garden. 

Rosalind Russell helped dedi- 
cate .polio hospital at Del Monte. 

Brian Donlevy elected prexy of 
the Malibu Beach Home Owners’ 
Assn. ' 
| Joan Crawford home from hos- 
| pital to recover from an appendec- 
| tomy, 

Walter Wanger named Los An- 
igeles chairman of Crusade for 
| Freedom. 

| Gale Storm guest speaker at 
| Pasadena Women’s Club’s monthly 
| luncheon. 

Jeanette MacDonald in from 
|N. Y. where she arranged 21-city 
fall concert tour. 

| Jimmy Durante on siesta at Del 
Mar after two weeks of nitery en- 
| tertaining in Reno. 

Charles P. Skouras to Washing- 
;ton for conference with Depart- 
|ment of Justice officials. 
| Loretta Young awarded the 1950 
Siena Medal, as outstanding 
| Catholic woman of the year. 
| Barry Sullivan suffered a cut 
|over his left eye during a fight 
scene in Metro’s “Three Guys 
| Named Mike.” 
| Paramount hosted a group of 
|Israeli officials headed by Moshe 
| Rosette, secretary of Parliament 
in Jerusalem. 
| Lindsley Parsons returned from 
Ottawa where he huddled with 
Canadian officials about a film to 
| be shot there. 





He denied that the actress had|, Ronald Reagan in from his 
ever been a member of any of the | home town, geen Il., + te Ma 
associations to which she had been | W8S Suest of honor at the city’s 
| annual festival. 


linked in Red Channels with the | Agnes Mvuorhead lined up a 
exception of the Congress of | egast-to-coast “reading” tour, 
Jaffe, Miss Mute joined he ocgan-| ESP TES, eence eee 
are, s j -| but with a femme approach. 
ization “‘six or eight years ago” but peracetic 

resigned after severel weeks when 
she learned that some of its mem- 
| bers apparently had Communist 
leanings. By Humphrey Doulens 

| NBC replaced the program Sun-! Helen Traubel weekending at 
| day night with a report on the , Ridgefield. 

—_ war “ some travel eo | Mrs. William vag P44 McGuire 
eclaring that “I am not and _ visiting the Peppy D’Albrews. 
never have been a member of the| Helena Bliss due back this week 

Communist party,” Miss Muir told | from Pacific coast music dates. 
VARIETY yesterday (Tues.) that she; The George S. Kaufmans (Leueen 
has received a number of phone | MacGrath) visiting Edna Ferber. 
calls from people both in and out| Locals cheered by Dorothy Gish’s 
dae aa aa pep sn Pose ‘recovery from serious operation at 
Doctors’ Hospital in N. Y. 
‘do to help rectify the situation. She | Leo and yeti Miller back 
| rg ome that she does not want from Miami Beach holiday; he is 
| Sian keno a wane” Dalene ll cto atgertllieieg 
| an “ag ; , , Queena Mario, former Met star 
a we Me 2. on ‘now teaching here, recuperating 
| I vf P € best from illness with friends on Long 
| way | can. Island. 
PP gy ioe who a marking her; Richard Berger inspecting Mel- 
year in show business, ex- | ody Fair in a music tent swing be- 
| pressed herself as being “heart- | fore starting his new TV operetta 
| sick” over the entire situation. She | series. 
the cast of “Aldrich” apologiing | net nessa Ree eae 
i , zing ;new musical, “Song of Texas, a 
seat st dy the Beg omy and | home of we Meg: my Mrs. Hamil- 
| undeserved” cause for the show ton Pell tonight (Wed.). 
| co ae bere ge Santos | Theresa Helburn, Raymond Mas- 
- NBC an » meanwhile, | sey, Christie MacDonald, eanor 
for-ner as *Afother‘Algrich® wes | Larsimose’"Eueie rosea 
as other rich” yes-| Larrimore, Lucile Lortel, Ar 
| terday (Tues.). Show will be staged | Marshall, Katharine Bard at pre- 
| as scheduled Sunday night (3) but |'miere Monday night (28) of “My 
_as of late yesterday afternoon, the | Fiddle Has Two Strings” at Coun- 
| replacement had not been selected. | try playhouse. 


| | 
| | 
Nix of ‘Way’ | Bucks County, Pa. 
ay | Ben Washer, Paul Dupont, Eliza- 
‘tC Continued from page 2 =~") beth Mears here for weekend. 
| | Don Walker to New York from 





Westport, Conn. 








| 
| 























175 years.” 


Boris Kaplan, Paramount’s east- have switched their product to | 
ern talent head, gabbing about his /ELC, thereby depriving the former | 
current search for child actors to |company of its potential distribu- | 


four days. Twentieth-Fox sales his New Hope home to orchestrate 
Maxime de Beix, head of Va-| veepee Andy W. Smith, Jr., mean- | “Call Me Madam.” 
RIETY’S Paris office, in Cannes for | while, revealed that the company| Lawrence Schwab in yesterday 





stock Bing Crosby's new pic, “You 
Belong to Me,” over Margaret Ar- 
len radio program on WCBS Fri- 
day (1). ic 

Frank Lovejoy, who appeared 
in Warners’ “Three Secrets,” in 
town for interviews and bally in 
connection with the film. He re- 
turns to the Coast Friday (1) to 
start “Goodbye, My Fancy” at WB 
with Joan Crawford. 


Something unusual in talent 
ballyhoo is the Douglas Leigh 
blimp’s cruising around N. Y., be- 
ginning tonight (Wed.), to advertise 

. Billy Eckstine’s opening at the 
Apollo tomorrow. Blimp’s sign will 
flash “Mr. B — Apollo.” 

Fred Ahern, unit production 
manager for Sol Lesser, arrived 
Sunday (27) from eight weeks of 
location shooting on ‘“Tarzan’s 
Derii” in Kenva Colony. British 


\tion fees. They did so under cer- 
|tain escape clauses in their con- 
| tracts with FC. Kaufman, how- 
ever, intends raising every claim 
| possible against producers as well 
as Pathe and ELC. He asserts that 
‘these questions are already raised 
indirectly by the first $500,000 suit. 


Merger of EL ang FC fell 
through when Bernhard was un- 
able to win the consent of certain 
| producers on important product 
jinvolved in the deal. ELC was cre- 
lated as the new distrib outfit, with 
'all the stock going to EL because 
of the default on FC’s part. Kauf- 
man, who came into the picture 
later, contends that FC should still 
collect a substantial proportion of 
the distribution fees on product, 
originally slotted for FC, which 
ELC now handles. 








|a quick in-between-planes visit. 
| Errol Flynn arrived in Nice from 
| Paris for filming of his picture, 
|“The Bargain.” Flynn has living 
quarters in a suite at the Negresco 
and also on his yacht. 

Somerset Maugham and Mrs. 
| Blanche Knopf guests of honor at a 
|cocktail party given by Mr. and 
Mrs. Bourdel, noted Parisian book- 
seller at their Cap D’Ail villa. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 


Maurice Evans’ “Devil’s Disciple” 
in Denver. 

Eric Johnston off to Spokane, 
Wash., home to prep for daughter 
Harriet’s wedding Sept. 9. 

Ruth Hussey, in town to beat the 
drums for “Louisa,” heralded as 
first Hollywoodite to visit Korean 





Porter Van Zandt joined cast of | 


|has not yet attempted to obtain | 


| Playdates of “No Way” in the 


| south, the area which is expected 
| to offer the most trouble because 
of the picture’s theme and the ter- 
ritory’s rejection of other anti- 
Negro discrimination films in the 
past. According to Smith, no prints 
have been shipped to the south yet. 


Chicago Sun-Times Monday (28) 
blasted ‘the local authorities who 
had imposed the ban, claiming in 
a long editorial that the Chi cen- 
‘sors should “call in experts when 
'it doubts the advisability of allow- 
ing a movie or play to run.” Ac- 
cording to the editorial, ‘“confer- 
ences with specialists in human 
relations, including the clergy, 
ought to be routine before any play 
or movie is banned completely 
from Chicago for any reason.” 





'(Tues.) for preem of “Chocolate 
Soldier” at Lambertville. 

Jean Parker in “Dream Girl” 
set by Theron Bamberger as final 
bill of season at Playhouse, Sept. 
i. 


Harry Mulhern to Philadelphia 
to again manage Shubert after 
season with St. John Terrell’s 
Music Circus. 

Bob Jarvis, director for St. John 
Terrell, back from Hyannis, Mass. 
where he staged “Show Boat” for 
Cape Cod Music Circus. 

Sara Seegar (Mrs. Ezra Stone) 
commuting from Newtown farm to 
New Hope this week to play in 
“Goodbye My Fancy” at Playhouse. 

Phyllis Perlman, flack for New 
Hope, off to Boston with Marian 
Byram to beat drums ahead of 
“Season In The New,” new Wolcott 
Gibbs play. 
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Radio City, Mpls. 





| bers is “Don’t Have to Ride No 


lievable strength and muscular | More,” although the more conven- 
control. The exhibition, staged, | tionally styled “Count Every Star” 
with the utmost smoothness and 4d “Who's Sorry Now,” both of 


which have clocked up recording 
successes, go over solidly with the 
| fans out front. 

Two acts break up the recital 
fare, Harold King, with a flashy 
skating-taps routine, and Foxx and 
White, who add topical comedy to 
some amusing stepping. Following 
the Ravens’ turn, the curtain blocks 
' off the stage while Arnett Cobb, 
of the hard-driving school of tenor 
men, and his six-piece combo run 
through three neatly varied num- 
bers, the last of which is a manvy- 
chorused “Flying Home,” in the 
Style made famous by Hampton, 
Jacquet, et al. Always an audience 
rouser, the finale (during which the 
curtains swing back and reveal the 
rest of the cast on stage) finds the 
Cobb outfit and the Vinson band 
blasting away while the customers 
jitterbug in the aisles and the 
orchestra pit. Gagh. 


apparent ease, is featured by such | 
displays as one performer balanc- 
ing the other on one leg while in 
a reclining position and turning | 
completely over while supporting | 
the partner on his feet. It keeps 
the customers exercising ‘their 
palms. , 

Extremely good to look at as 
well as to listen to, luscious, 
blonde Miss Page with her great 
eye and ear appeal makes every 
number a treat. Perfectly suited 
to her style are “Love Letters,” 
“All My Love,” “Back in Your 
Own Back Yard,” “‘My Eyes Wide 
Open and Dreaming” and “I Don’t 
Care If the Sun Don’t Shine.” 

Barry scores easily with his 
gags, stories, songs and travesties, 
copping heavy laughter. It’s good 
material and -adeptly handled. 
Then for a closer Laine weaves 
his magic spell of song, relying 
mostly on numbers that he has 
introduced or helped to popularize. 
As rendered by him with his dis- 


Orpheum, L. A. 


tinctive dramatic fervor, “I Left} ,.. Los Angeles, Aug. 24. 
Her on the River St. Marie.” Sugar Chile” Robinson, Count 
“Lucky Old Sun,” “Cry of the | Basie Orch (10), Damita Jo, Par- 


ish & Neeley, Jimmy Lewis, Won- 
derful Smith Buddy DeFranco; 
“It’s a Small World” (EL). 


Wild Goose,” “That’s My Desire” 
and “Mule Train” sound as good 
as ever, and that’s plenty good. 
The audience, of course, eats it up. 

Big house very well populated 
for first of four shows ovening 
day. Rees. self over despite a heavyweight 

= battery of talent. Entire show is 
|played on the upbeat, leaving in 
“0 wake nought but utter exhaus- 
ion. 
_Robinson’s 88-cavorting is an ex- 
hibition of sharp showmanship. 
Juve pianist, almost resting his 
chin on the keys, puts to use his 
elbows, arms, fists and, on occasion, 
even his fingers in the handling 
| of four tunes. Young Robinson 
registers pleasing response with his 
vocaling of “Sugar Chile Boogie” 
and “After School Blues.” 

Count Basie has gathered a nine- 
man crew that comes forth with a 
powerful array of music. The 
Count, however, is certain to disap- 
point his fans as he merely backs 
his crew at the piano. Obviously, 
Basie steers clear of the piano for 
fear of conflict with Robinson. but, 
as Robinson closes the show, Basie 
could easily have been spotted in 
its opening quarter without inter- 
fering with the juve’s act. Maes- 
|tro does step to the organ for a 
| brief interlude, but effect is not 
' strong as Basie’s not at home be- 





Poorly presented and_ badly 


Orpheum, Omaha 
Omaha, Aug. 30. | 
Ish Kabibble & Michael Douglas, 
Homer & Jethro, Walters & Pris- 
cilla, Chuck Foster Orch with Milly 
Coury & Lee Shearin; “The Skip- 
per Surprised His Wife” (M-G). 





For a little over an hour this 
show kept opening-day crowds ap- 
plauding in good humor. Ish Ka- 
bibble and Michael Douglas made 
a good comedy team with Douglas 
proving a top straight man and 
vocalist. 

Kabibble does mostly his familiar 
type of confused conversation, and 
the audience eats it up. Douglas’ 
best moment, and probably the 
top spot of the show, is the sing- 
ing of “La Vie En Rose,” which 
he does exceptionally well. 

Homer and Jethro appear in red 
and yellow suits, respectively, car- 
rying guitar and mandolin. Their 
routine, snatches of familiar tunes 
punctuated with gags at well-timed 


moments, gives the crowd a lot, fore three rows of keys. 
to laugh about. Good for an en-|_ Basie singles out baseman Jimmy 
core. | Lewis and clarinetist Buddy De- 


Walters and Priscilla have work- | Franco, each of whom plays to 
ed out a neat ventriloquist gag hefty returns. Lewis “~Y ° strings 
with double dummies. Best mo- for a solid six minutes, displaying 
ment is Priscilla’s handling of the a deftness few can claim. Bass 
dummy in a baby bottle-feeding solo kicks off with an original, 
stunt. | “Foolish,” and finales with “Huck- 

Milly Coury and Lee Shearin, elbuck.” DeFranco im rovises on 
warblers with the band, do their the clarinet, flaunting his marvel- 
tops with a duet arrangement of ous tone quality and finger dexter- 
“Goodnight, Irene.” As for the ity. 
band, Chuck Foster boys work hard| A poor opener, 
and incessantly, coming up with, Mars the otherwise well turned 
a medley of hits from “Annie Get performance of vocalist Damita Jo. 
Your Gun,” using Shearin and Chirp fails to sock across on 
Coury for the vocal interludes. A | “Mississippi,” occasionally falling 
big arrangement of Glenn Miller’s flat and generally lacking presenta- 
best pieces make for a cavalcade tion on tune. However, the fol- 
in honor of the late maestro. ‘lowing, “Almost Like Being_ In 
Rach. Love,” is a beautifully stylized 

piece of material of which chirp 
makes the most. Wonderful Smith’s 
| comedy relief is,mild and unneces- 

The Ravens (4), Dinah Washing- sarily blue for theatre presenta- 
ton, Arnett Cobb Orch. Eddie Vin-| tion. Comedian opens with a-few 
son Orch, Forr & White, Harold quick quips, then falls into a _— 
King; “Tattooed Stranger” (RKO). | phone monolog routine which has 
‘its high spots but is generally 
‘weak. Dance team of Paris and 
Neeley work hard from intro to 
‘finale, taking with them strong ap- 
-plause honors. Pair tap their way 
‘through nicely packaged routines, 
tossing in a touch of acro steps 
that play strongly. 

Only break in an up-tempo is a 
90-second band rendition of Duke 
Ellington’s “Mood Indigo.” Basie 
shoves off on his organ solo in 
ballad style but moves right into 
a double beat. Miss Jo’s chirping 
is styled in the same manner as 
is the tapping of Parish and 
Neeley. Only actual 
pace in program is from comedian. 
Free. 


Earle. Philly 





After seven months of darkness. 
the Earle footlights were turned 
on Friday (25) and a crowd that 
jammed every bit of seating space 
and standing room greeted the re- 
turn of variety to the town’s major 
vauder. The opening bill was strict- | 
ly for the hot music afficionados, | 
with Eddie “Cleanhead” Vinson, 
Dinah Washington, the Ravens and 
Arnett Cobb’s combo putting on 
the concert. 

Maestro Vinson, whose clean- 
shaved, shiny walrfut pate has 
earned him the soubriquet “Clean- 
head,” kicks off the entertainment 
with his famous “Cherry Blues.” 
Vinson’s band remains on stage | 
through the rest of the proceedings | 
to back up the acts and vocalists. | 
Dinah Washington, obviously suf- | aera 
fering from laryngitis (she had to) _Washington, Aug. 25. | 
cut down to two numbers during! Vanderbilt Boys (2), Eugente 
the earlier shows), gets a terrific! Baird, Nip Nelson, Ciro Rimac 
reception and runs through five | (4); “Stella” (20th). 
tunes, getting her best results with 
“It Isn’t Fair” and “I Want to Be} 
Loved.” 

In the stellar spot are_ the 
Ravens, who make a dignified ap- | 
pearance and work in current quar- 
tet fashion, three at one mike, and 
one man at the other. The most, C 
effective and novel of their num-' Headliner 


jG Geta ‘ 





Capitol. D. C. 





ment in current Capitol bill, but 
tight as usual. Audience reaction 
reflects looseress of organization, 
running gamut from complete in- 
difference to all-out enthusiasm. 

Nip Nelson's takeoff 


2 I ba ah 


paced, this layout fails to sock it-| 


“Mississippi” | 


change of | 


There’s plenty of good entertain- | 


| 

on instruments, voices and radio. 
|personalities is fast-moving and 
| well sustained. There’s a volley of 
material in Nelson’s routine, and 
he tosses it out so fast that every- 
thing clicks. Sifted down, however, 
his forte is still imitation of musi- | 
cal instruments and of pop singers. 
His humor is too obvious and not | 
sharp enough tw fill the comic slot, | 
as he does cn this show. However, 
payee reactiun is good and he walks 
| off to much mitt action. His satire 
or. the Spike Jones technique, tee- 
ing off with a tuneful flute num- 
ber, sans instrument, of course, is 
particularly hep Also good is the 
“Blue Tail Fly,” a la Burl Ives. 


The Ciro Rimac Latin American 

revue, with team of two gals and 
two guys batting it out in song, 
dance, and on tie inevitable ma- 
racas and drums, is a hodgepodge | 
of all the conventional south-of-the- 
border tricks. Puyees go wild over 
the Rimac version of the tango, and 
sit on their hands for the warbling 
of Rubita, chancoosey, who doesn’t 
quite make it. If combo concen- 
trated on its native dances. such 
as the Brazilian samba, which they | 
do with lite and color, act would 
emerge topno:ch. Rimac’s emcee- 
ing, too, needs streamlining and 
| meaning. 
Eugenie Baird lacks the voice 
jand projection needed for the 
| large Capitol Except for a fairly 
credita le blues version of “Sum- : 
mer Time,” gallery reaction was 
cold when caught. 

Vanderbilt Boys do well as pace- 
setters. Open with a straight tap 
number and then go into their bell- 
ringing acro rovtine. Their balance 
stunts have novelty and brightness. | 
Lowe. 
| 
Olympia. Miami 
| Miami, Aug. 27. 
| Gil Lamb, Jayne Manners, Bark- 
ley Family, 3 Wells, Walter Wal- 
ters, Jr.; Les Rhode House Orch: 
“My Friend Irma Goes West” 
| (Par). 





There’s fair vaude on tap this 
week with topliner Gil Lamb rat- 
ing the mitt honors. The Barkley 
| Family are strong runners-up. 


| Lamb is a regular here and 
scores again with his eccentric 
hoofery, easily achieved buffoon- | 
ery and his harmonica-swallowing | 
‘bit. Special stuff is strong and 
gets the yocks coming in steady 
fashion. 


The Barkleys are nifty for this 
family house. Three generations of 
hoofers sets solidly with all facets 
in audience appeal, to result in a) 
terp act that comboes nostalgia and 
moderne for a zingy reception. 


Jayne Manners is a tall, hand- 
isome lass who depends more on 
eye appeal tkan on her vocal abil- 
lity. Most of her stuff is special, 
and in the taik-and-gag idea. Some 
of the lines utilized to cover the 
|deficiencies in the voice depart- 
/ment could stand sapolioing for a 
|vauder. Withal, got them finally, 
|with her version of “New York's 
My ,Home” from “Manhattan Tow- 
ers. 

Ventro act of Walter Walters, | 
Jr., is standard and satisfactory. 
Tops with the two dummies on a 
vocal bit. Three Wells’ 


Lary. 





BIRTHS 





daughter, San Francisco, Aug. 20. 
Father is KCBS writer-producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don De Fore, son, 
| Hollywood, Aug. 26. Father is a 
| screen actor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Roy Rogers, daugh- 
/ ter, Hollywood, Aug. 26. Mother és 


Dale Evans, screen actress. Father | 


is Republic western star. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Dick Morean, son, 
| Hollywood, Aug. 19. Father pro- 
| duces religious films. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Joe Laurie, 3d, 
|daughter, Yonkers, N. Y. Father 
is son of vet comedian-author Joe 
Laurie, Jr. 

| Mr. and Mrs. David Hopkins, 
‘daughter, Hollywood, Aug. 23; | 
| father is an Emerson Radio execu- 
tive. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Aug. 18; 
father is with Everett Neill orch. 

' Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Maxwell, 
daughter, Santa Monica, Aug. 23. 


| Father is a writer for Spike Jones. | 


| Mr. and Mrs. Howard W. Masch- 
'meier, daughter, Albany. N. Y., 
| Aug. 25. Father is director of news 
'at WPTR. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Victor A. Sholis, | 


son, Louisville, Aug. 19. Father is 
| director of WHAS and WHAS-TY, 
| Louisville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leopold Stokowski 
son, New York, Aug. 22. Father is 


pace is not as steady nor format as the orchestra conductor; mother is in which she was seen was “Turn 


the former Gloria Vanderbilt. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Charles Reader, 
son, Aug. 28. New York. Mother 
is Patricia Windsor, musicomedy 
‘soprano; father is bandleader. 
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; Manager 
, Hempstead, L. 
| York Aug. 23. He was stricken on 


| Morgan and Gates. 


acro-tum- | 
bling tees off matters to fast pace. | 


‘founder of Cleveland Symphony 


Mr. and Mrs. Patrick McGuirk, a | 


| attack. 


Monroe, | 


OBITUARIES 


_ GIUSEPPE DE LUCA } 

Giuseppe*® De Luca, 74, former 
member of the Metropolitan Opera 
Co., died in New York, Aug. 26. 
De Luca, who made his Metropoli- | 
tan debut in 1915 as Figaro in “The 
Barber of Seville,” remained with 
the N. Y. opera company until 
1935. He sang in more than 800 
performances. At the Metropolitan 
he appeared with such top names 
as Caruso, Chaliapin and Martin- 
elli. He also sang there with Rosa 
Ponselle, Marion Talley, Ezio Pinza 
and Lily Pons. 

De Luca made a world-wide con- 
cert tour in 1935, and in 1940 re- 
turned briefly to the Met for a few 
roles. 

His second wife, a daughter, a 
granddaughter and a brother sur- 
vive. 





NICHOLAS J. CLESI 

Nicholas J. Clesi, 71, who com- 
posed many popular songs, died 
Aug. 26 at Touro Infirmary in New 
Orleans after a brief illness. Best 
known of his tunes was “I’m Sorry 
I Made You Cry,” which reached 
the height of its popularity shortly 
after World War I. Others in- 
cluded “Shiney Nose,” “I Want the 
World to Know I Love You” and 
“Any Boy Could Love a Girl Like 
You.” 

Survived by wife, 
daughter. 


a son and 





HENRY L. 
Henry L. 
of 


(HANK) LOWRY 

(Hank) Lowry, 57, 
Skouras__ theatre, 
I, died in New 


the stage of the Rivoli. Hempstead, 


GEORGE T. THOMPSON 

George T. Thompson, 78, scenic 
artist and stage director, died in 
Washington, D. C., Aug. 21. Some 
40 years ago he was stage and 
scenery designer for~ Chase’s 
vaudeville theatre, Washington. 
While with the house he was 
credited with devising ramps and 
other means whereby elephants 
and other heavy animals could be 
used more readily in spectacles. 

Surviving are three daughters. 





FLORENCE STONE 

Florence Stone, 70, retired ac- 
tress, died Aug. 25 in Los Angeles. 
Shortly after the turn of the cen- 
tury she was well known:as a 
stage player and originated the 
role of Mary Magdalen in the first 
production of the Pilgrimage Play 
30 vears ago. Surviving is her hus- 
band, Jack Richardson, former ac- 
tor. 





JULES GRANT 

Jules Grant, 80, oldtime Aussie 
legit showman, died here recently. 

Grant was associated with Bert 
Bailey in a.longtime partnership 
in the presentation of Aussie- 
scripted plays including “The 
Squatter’s Daughter” and “On Our 
Selection,” the latter earning the 
two a smal! fortune. 





MRS. GERRY MURRELL 

Mrs. Gerry Murrell, 48, top per- 
former in the Gainesville Commu- 
nity Circus for the last 20 years, 
died Aug. 19 in a Gainesville, Tex- 
as hospital. She was one of the 
five remaining members of the cir- 
cus since its start in 1930. She had 


IN MEMORIAM 


Marcus Loew 


September 


5th, 1927 





where he was emceeing a stage 
presentation. 

After a vaudeville and musical | 
comedy career, Lowry joined the! 
Skouras interests in St. Louis 
some 25 years ago. Later he came 
to N. Y. 

Surviving are his wife, a son 
and three brothers. 


NAT GATES 
Nat Gates, 60, former vaudevil- 
lian, died in New York, Aug. 27, 





following a heart attack. Gates 
was active in vaudeville until 
about eight He had 


ears ago. 
worked with his wife Fay Gordon 
in a comedy act labeled “Much Ado 
About Nothing” for about 23 years, | 
starting in 1907. During that pe-| 
riod he went under the name of 
Franklyn Gates. 

About 15 years ago he teamed 
with Bruce Morgan and worked the 
Orpheum and other circuits as 


His wife, four brothers and a 
sister survive. 


MRS. ADELLA HUGHES 
Mrs. Adella Prentiss Hughes, 80, 





Orchestra, died in Cleveland 


| Heights, Aug. 23. She was promi- 
|nent in Cleveland concert circles. 


Mrs. Hughes studied piano abroad 
and was a concert manager on her 
return to the U. S. 
She sponsored Cleveland recitals 
for such artists as Mary Garden 
and the late Mme. Ernestine 
Schumann-Heink. 


JUSTICE WILLIAM T. POWERS 
New York Supreme Court Jus- 





'tice William T. Powers; 53, one- 


time general counsel for 20th-Fox, 
died in Patterson, N. Y., of a heart 
Justice Powers worked 
with 20th-Fox prior to being elect- 
ed to the bench in 1946. He served 
with the company in the position 


i/now held by Otto Koegel. 


His wife, a daughter and a son 
survive. 


MORRIS FISHMAN 

Morris Fishman, 70. retired film 
salesman, died in Philadelphia, 
Aug. 25 following a heart attack. 
He sold films for a number of in- 
dependent exchanges in the old 
| Lubin Studio days. 

Surviving are his wife and two 
sons, William and George. Latter 
is Warner Bros. field rep in the 
Philadelphia territory. 


ALICE MINOT 
Mrs. Alice Hastings Minot, one- 
time actress who appeared in a 
‘number of Broadway plays some. 
25 years ago, died in New York, 
Aug. 23. Among the productions 








ito the Right.” 
| Born in Quebec, Mrs. Minot, 
_came to the U. S. while a girl. Her) 
husband, Sedgwick Minot, 
i vives. 


ft QitHns acy aLid che i 


‘technician for 


sur- | g.m. 
| Music Corps. 


given her horse act at rodeos, fairs 
and other events for years. 


Mrs. Gussie Cohen Harris, 75, 
widow of theatre manager Harry 
Harris, died in Yonkers Aug. 21. 
At one time her husband man- 
aged the Second Ave. theatre, 
N. Y., and the National theatre 
on Houston St., N. Y. 





Mrs. Julia Dietz, 85, mother of 
Metro publicity veepee Howard 
Dietz, died in New York Aug. 25 
after a long illness. Also surviv- 
ing are another son, Charles, a 
Metro exec in Detroit; and two 
daughters. 





Earl E. Barlow, 49, film camera- 
man, died of a heart ailment Aug. 
26 in Aurora, Ill. Four sisters and 
two brothers, survive. 


John J. MecGlone, 56, studio 
many years at 
Paramount, died Aug. 21 in Holly- 
wood. 








Mother of Loew division man- 
ager Jack Harris, died in N. Y. 
Aug. 22. 





Mother of Steve Hannagan, pub- 
licist, died Aug. 27, in Lafayette, 
Ind. 





MARRIAGES 


Louise Platt to Stanley Gould, 
North Guilford, Conn., Aug. 25. 
Bride is a legit actress and former 
wife of director Jed Harris; he’s a 
stage director. 

Edith Simmons to Lee Millar, 
Los Angeles, Aug. 25. Bride and 
groom are legit players. 

Margaret Marcus to Robert So- 
kol, in Washington, D.C., Aug. 27. 
Groom manages Loew’s Ritz the- 
atre in Pittsburgh. 

Jean Ashton to Donald Douglas, 
Santa Barbara, Aug. 25. She’s a 
dance director at Metro; he’s an 
aircraft executive. 

Carol Lynn Gilmer to Dave Yel- 
lin, New York, Aug. 27. Bride is a 


Reader’s Digest staffer and co- 
founder of “The Cliche Club,” 
ABC §sustainer; he’s ‘“Cliche’s” 


producer. 

Mrs. Ivy Larric to James C. Kev- 
lin, New York, Aug. 24. Bride is 
widow of Jack Larric, newspapere- 
man and playwright who died in 
1941; he’s an artist. 

Dita Loewenstein to Hans Pasch, 
New York, Aug. 27. Bride is in 
foreign dept, of William Morris 
Agency. 

Margaret Cline to Whitney Han- 


‘sen, La Canada, Cal., Aug. 26. She’s 


daughter of WB cameraman Wil- 
fred Cline. He’s a musician. 
Marjorie Jane Olman to Barry 
Sturmer, Aug. 27, New York. Bride 
is the daughter of Abe Olman, 
of the Robbins-Feist-Miller 
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VARIETY Wednesday, August 30, 1950 
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CAMPBELLS SOUPS “CLUB 


CBS—MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 


THE ANDREWS SISTERS 
JO STAFFORD 
THE MODERNAIRES 
DEL SHARBUTT 
JERRY GRAY’S ORCHESTRA 
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Exetuctuety on CORAL RECORDS 


Dust released: “CHERRY STONE” with GEORGIA GIBBS Soon Ze 6c released: Album of JOHN PHILIP SOUSA MARCHES 





























